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Grateful for the Inspiration
F e bruary’s progressive breakfast was a much needed shot of riding  

after months of complaining about what a crappy winter it’s been. Our Breakfast weather 
magic held true, and it was the nicest day since November, excellent for riding.

Despite my griping and whining, I have been 
truly inspired by the reports I’ve been getting 
from Club members who don’t let a little 
freezing wind and snow get them down. Some 
got out of Dodge. Don and Jan, and John 
did – they remembered it’s summer south of 

the equator! – and the riding was excellent.
But wait, there’s more! Despite all the real 

winter we’ve experienced this year (I came 
to New Mexico because winter is just a word 
here, not a real season) there have been all 
kinds of rides happening. We’ve got a small 

selection this month of January and February 
rides, with more to come. Winter doesn’t 
keep the LOE BMW R off the road!

February’s PB was a preview of the coming 
riding season, and it will be great. It felt so 
good to be on two wheels again, a day-long 
vacation with all my New Mexico riding 
friends. I am so looking forward to spending 
more time with you all as Spring riding blooms.

David Wilson, editor 
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by Don Hurst and Jan Sands
After a one-year postponement of a trip to New Zealand due to the global pandemic, we were 
able to make our eleven-day self-guided trip around the South Island in January. We researched 
a couple of tour companies and found Paradise Motorcycle Tours to be the most responsive and 
helpful in setting us up with rentals and stopover suggestions. Mike Rose, the owner, rented us 
each a F750GS and made lodging reservations for us.

After the long flight from Los Angeles, we spent a couple of rest nights in Christchurch on the 
South Island. This layover was helpful with our jet lag and gave us time to contemplate riding on 
the left side of the road and going clockwise in the roundabouts. We became attentive to this 
direction of travel and had little difficulty on our entire trip. 

For the two of us, traveling was much easier than being part of a large tour group. Making 
decisions and changes to our routes along the way was simple. Most all the roads we traveled 
were two-lane, no shoulder, smooth and fun riding. This was a big contrast to some of our US 
highways. No deer, cows or other large animals were encountered along the way. One caution 
we received was to dodge possum roadkill. This invasive species exists in great numbers and is a 
nuisance to motorcyclists. Fortunately, they are nocturnal and seldom seen alive. 

Our route took us north from Christchurch then west over to the coast of the Tasman Sea. We 
constantly found ourselves marveling over the beauty and cleanliness of the country. We rode 
through agricultural valleys, hill country, mountains, around lakes, beside small streams and large 
rivers. Some of the more spectacular scenery was along the coast, in the clouds, near the fjords 
and even through a famous long, dark, one-lane Homer Tunnel. Building the tunnel required 
nineteen years of excavation through a mountain near Milford Sound and was finished in 1953. 

The impressive, almost one-mile long, steep 
and wet ride through the tunnel was sobering.

Most of our weather was sunny except 
for our first day of riding. Our daily rides 
alternated between a few hours and six or 
seven. Each riding day was full of contrasts. 
From warm and dry conditions to rainforest-
like beauty. We had temperatures mostly in the 60- and 70-degrees range. 

While in Queenstown, Jan accompanied me out on a Bungy Jump platform in the canyon 440 
feet above the Nevis River. It had been a wish of mine for a long time to make a jump/dive like this. 
It was the “high” light of the trip for me (no pun intended). My jump fee was refunded because 
management learned I was over “a certain age”. 

Our travels took us down to the southern end of the island, Invercargill. We entertained 
ourselves at the Hayes Engineering Store where we saw Burt Munroe’s “World’s Fastest Indian”. 
This store was like a museum, but also a very active and complete hardware store with a restaurant. 
One could spend an entire day here and not see everything. 

Our observations of the trip, the country and the people were all very positive. The Kiwis 
were extremely friendly and helpful. They 
wanted to visit with us everywhere we went. 
The relatively low population density was 
liberating. All along our travels, we enjoyed 
the cleanliness, green pastures, mountains, 
and rivers. It was a bucolic paradise. Drivers 
were very courteous and respectful of other 
motorcyclists and cars. Often, bridges were 
one lane so traffic had to “give way” to on-
coming vehicles. “No worries” as they say.

Our favorite saying was “Relax, it’s all 
sorted”. Can’t wait to go back! 
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FE ATU RE STORY
THE PROGRESSIVE BREAKFAST

by David Wilson
It was the best riding day since last November: it was the 
Progressive Breakfast. It was just what you’d expect: a frigid 
ride to the East Mountains for a bucket of coffee, visiting with 
friends old and new not seen since last riding season. Then 
it was off to the Foothills for as many breakfast burritos as 
you could fit under all that riding gear. Finally, off to the West 
Side for some spectacular views, topping off of the food and 
caffeine, and our always-exciting Club meeting.

It felt like Spring by the end, the start of a new season of 
motorcycling, and a wonderful two wheeled respite before our 
last dive into the deep freeze, before the season truly changes. 
Now it’s March, time to get out and ride!

Day of Magic:Day of Magic: the Progressive Breakfast
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FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

Where have you been up to lately?

by Gary Talda: Just joined LOE and looking 
forward to meeting everyone! I Rode to Sandia 
BMW this morning, my coldest ever ride (26 
degrees when I left) and never got above 
freezing! Having just moved from Philadelphia 
I would never ride below freezing because of 
ice (especially black ice in shade corners).

by Dierk Haskin: An October ride up Pecos Canyon to Jack’s Creek.

by Bob Boucher: Raven and I headed up the 
mountain to Truchas. A little Christmas Eve run 
up to 8000 feet, if you will.

by John Dillon: In the water: Flores, Guatemala, 
leaving the hotel this morning. In the trees: Parque 
nacional chingaza, La Calera, Colombia. This 
was some of the scenery just outside of Bogotá, 
Colombia. I was with Eric and Tania, who are also 
traveling to Argentina on motorcycles. I can’t believe 
I am in the Andes mountains! 
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
11 am at Pantry Dos, a very popular second 
location for the well-known Pantry in the 
main part of Santa Fe. Pantry Dos is south of 
town in a new area and can be tricky to find. 
Check out the map to find Pantry Dos. Check 
the Forum for details, a choice of routes for 
Albuquerque riders and be sure to RSVP.  

SATURDAY, MARCH 18
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

MONDAY-THURSDAY, MARCH 20-23
BIG BEND
by Dave Tynan 505-228-2824 
This is after spring break so everything is less 
crowded. Annie and I will probably depart 
Sunday and overnight in Roswell or Las 
Cruces. I have had surgery on my hand and 
don’t know if I’ll be capable of 500 mile days. 

Lodging: Highland Inn, Alpine. Please call 
directly to reserve, ask for Sam and mention 
my name. I have asked him to block out 6 
rooms. Cost is $65/night. 

Bring your US Passport for an adventure 
across the border for lunch via the park at 
Boquillas, Mexico.

Other adventures include the McDonald 
Observatory, a dinosaur exhibit at Panther 
Junction, riding the Santa Elena Canyon and 
Chisos Basin. 

Please let me know if you want to meet up 
in person or Zoom or whatever. 

Thanks! 

SUNDAY, APRIL 2
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 8
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 28-30
ICE CREAM RIDE
This year, Los Olmos Lodge is available a little 
earlier due to another group who scheduled 

the first weekend in May. However, late April 
allows us to avoid a conflict with Mother’s 
Day as happened last year. You can contact 
Los Olmos anytime to reserve your cabin or 
call 575-539-2224. More details to follow as 
we develop our plans but it takes no planning 
to tell you the pavement and dirt riding is 
great and the atmosphere in the village of 
Glenwood at the Lodge is quite pleasant.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY
Our tradition at Yucca Flats on South 14. 
Starting at 11am. The event is open to paid 
club members, and we will be providing and 
cooking the protein for this event as well as 
providing cold soft drinks and water. We ask 
everyone to please bring a side dish to share.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11-13
CLOUDCROFT CAMP ‘N RIDE
Details to come. For details and RSVP link go 
to the Message Board.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8-10
OUR NEW RALLY
The basic plan was presented at the Christmas 
Party and details are posted on the Message 
Board. Let us know what you think. If you 
want to get involved, let us know. There’s a 
lot the club can do to make our motorcycling 
rally experience better, but we need your help. 
Contact president@loebmwr.org

NATIONAL EVENTS 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MARCH 3-12
DAYTONA BIKE WEEK
DAYTONA BEACH, FL 
The World’s Largest Motorcycle Event®! 
Daytona Beach is a city on Florida’s Atlantic 
coast. It’s known for Daytona International 
Speedway, which hosts February’s iconic 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.
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Daytona 500 NASCAR race. The beach has 
hard-packed sand where driving is permitted 
in designated areas. Near the boardwalk’s 
rides and arcades, Daytona Beach Bandshell 
stages free summer concerts. Steps from 
the beach, Daytona Lagoon water park 

offers go-karts, laser tag, and 
waterslides. There will be tons 
of Harleys. BMW will have their 
demo truck, and no doubt lots 
of R18 cruisers. Go to https://
officialbikeweek.com for 
information.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY,  
JUNE 8-11
50TH ANNUAL BMW 
MOA NATIONAL RALLY
DOSWELL, VA 
Please make plans to join us 
for the celebration of our 50th 
National! We’ll be at the The 
Meadow Event Park, 13191 
Dawn Blvd, Doswell, Virginia  
23047. 

Check  https://
w w w . b m w m o a . o r g /
e v e n t s / E v e n t D e t a i l s .
aspx?id=1651634 & group= 
or contact Ray Tubbs, ray@
bmwmoa.org for more details 
as we get closer to the event 
date.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 14-17
BMW RIDERS 
ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL RALLY
DAVIS, WV
At the Canaan Valley Resort and 

Conference Center, the RA National Rally will 
be held in the “Wild and Wonderful” state of 
West Virginia! Canaan Valley, tucked within 
the Allegheny Mountains in the northeastern 
part of the state, is a popular destination for 
motorcyclists – breathtaking rides are packed 
with plenty of satisfying curves, relaxing 
stretches, and beautiful landscapes. Even 
better, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Washington, 

DC, and Virginia are all just a short ride away.
Early registration through August 14. 

Members $60, non-members $70. Go to 
https://bmwra.org/events/rally23-tickets/
for tickets.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26-29
TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RALLY
KERRVILLE, TX
The 30th anniversary for the MSTA Texas 
Hill Country Rally. Come on down and enjoy 
some of the very finest roads in the state and 
well-known Texas hospitality. 

We have added a day to the traditional 
three day event to allow riders two full days 
of fun to sample our roads We hope to make 
the 30th event even more fun than in the past 
with some new routes and some old favorites. 

Apple pie, hamburgers, ice cream and Tex-
Mex. Who could ask for anything more?

 We had 41 attendees in 2022 and hope for 
80 in 2023. If you have attended before, bring 
a friend or two and if you attended in the past 
but missed the last couple of years, come on 
back and get reacquainted with MSTA friends 
and the great roads of the Texas Hill Country. 

This rally is open to everyone…no club 
membership or affiliation is required. It will 
be at the YO Ranch Hotel, 2033 Sidney Baker, 
Kerrville, TX 78028. Call 877-967-2767 and 
ask for the MSTA Block for the discounted 
rate.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
RJ Mirabal
activities@loebmwr.org 
 

RALLY CHAIR
Karl Zuercher
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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FIRST RIDE 
by Karl Zuercher
I was talking with another rider about how 
he started really riding and it made me think 
about my own experience how my love 
for riding evolved. I started on a borrowed 
Cushman Step Through scooter. Many years 
later I found out that particular model was 
called a, “Road King” – go figure. I moved up 
to a two stroke Yamaha 55 cc and Yamaha 80. 
Black with a black and chrome, “toaster,” tank.

After a couple of years rarely getting 
out of the city limits, It wasn’t long before I 
ended up racking up more miles on my new, 
Kawasaki H-1 500 triple. My only means of 
transportation in my college days. A friend 
of mine, Bob Hoff who was a couple of years 
older and graduated ahead of me, became 
a National Park ranger. Yup Ranger Bob. I 
rode to visit him where he was stationed at 
Bandelier, Ft Union, and Carlsbad, where he 
met his future wife. It was there that I made 
my first real road trip overnight trip. 

Back then a 500cc triple was a “big,” bike. 

Not only fast, I spent a good 
part of my paycheck to make it 
go faster, but able to leap long 
distances in a single bound. Hah! 
In the summer of 1971, I used it to 
visit Bob and his new bride Chris.

No gear, a cheap, open face 
helmet, a light jacket, no gloves, 
or chain lube. I was off on an 
adventure. It sticks in my head 
that Vaughn to Roswell was just 
over 100 miles of nothing, New 
Mexico, and it took an eternity 
to cover that distance back then. Boring as 
it was, I remember slinging one leg over the 
tank and riding side saddle for a while. 

Around Roswell and farming land, I hit a 
swarm of those little yellow, generic butterflies. 
They stuck to everything, including the spokes 
of my front wheel. But I made it, stayed with 
Bob & Chris in the little house the NPS provided 
them, and being Bob’s day off, he gave me a 
personal guided tour of the caverns. The next 
day, we said our goodbyes, and I headed 
back home. The stretch between Roswell 
and Vaughn was just a bit easier because I 
had experience this time. That trip certainly 
planted the seed for me!

Bob kept moving in his career and I went 
to visit him when I could. He spent time at the 
LBJ Ranch, Ft Smith, Arkansas, Washington 
DC, until he finished his career as the park 
historian back at the Caverns, Carlsbad being 
Chris’ home town. The last time I got to visit 
him was on the way back from a ride to Big 
Bend, so we mostly kept in touch through 
social media.

In 2016 I got a greeting from him, but 
actually it was Chris telling me that Bob had 
recently passed away. He had developed 
Lewi Bodie Dementia, and then Parkinson’s. It 
was a devastating blow to Chris, and to me 
too. 2016 was the NPS’ 100th year, and I have 
always been a fan of our National Parks, so I 

decided to do a tour in Bob’s honor. 
The Iron Butt Association, says 

to get an NPS tour certificate, you 
must ride to a minimum of 50 
NPS sites in at least 25 states, 
get an official stamp in the NPS 
Passport book for each one, all 
in one year’s time. I picked up 
my first BMW, an ‘07 RT, put 
new tires on it and took off. I got 
stamps for 60 sites in 25 states, 
and while visiting a site, if I got 
the opportunity to talk to a park 

ranger, I would ask them if they would sign 
my book, and they usually would. 

By the following May, with about 5 days 
to spare, I met Chris for lunch in Carlsbad 
where I asked her to sign my passport book, 
which she graciously did, and took me to 
the cemetery where Bob is buried. I went to 
the caverns for a stamp and the Guadalupe 
Mountains site across the border in Texas for 
good measure and headed home. 

My NPS tour was a far cry from that 
first impulsive adventure, and much more 
satisfying. From one overnight, 700 mile 
round trip, that seed grew into a lifetime of 
two wheeled memories that I would not trade 
for anything.

…and more recently, Karl’s February 2023 ride 
up the Mora River!

Dierk Haskin, Robert Shauger, Bob Boucher: 
First ride of the year. We rode up the Rio 
Grande river from Santa Fe, had lunch at the 
Farmhouse Café in Taos, then over the Taos 
Gorge bridge and back to Santa Fe via Ojo 
Caliente. 
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