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What is it about the 2020’s?
S o i don’t know about you but the new year is being a continuation  

of the last several. No COVID, thankfully, but plenty of crap. This late newsletter is due to 
my losing my job at the beginning of January, and trying to get back up and running.

It was all ready to go at the end of December, 
then job disaster struck and I had to get my 
graphics up and running again. I eventually 
did, so the Shaft gets back on schedule just in 
time for February.

This looking for work is a full-time job, so 

not only have I been pounding the pavement 
but I haven’t had the bike out in over a month. 
It’s on the charger, but I still hope it starts in 
time for next week’s Progressive Breakfast. 
I’m really counting on the PB’s weather magic 
to give a little break in what I consider a 

wicked cold month. I don’t consider myself 
a wimpy rider, but I’m not alone in garaging 
the bike lately – I’ve seen very few bikes out 
on the road.

In any case, I’m really really looking forward 
to seeing you all in a week or so. I’m missing 
riding, I’m missing my friends, and though I 
don’t really miss my old job I do miss working.

Rant over, see you all soon!
David Wilson, editor 
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words by David Wilson, pictures by Jon Helm, Jan 
Sands and David Wilson
Who’da thought having a Christmas party at a 
bowling alley would be so excellent! Well, we 
had our own room, our own great food, and our 
own great company. It was a fabulous time!

Not only was there plenty of everything for 
everyone – including food, swag and awards – but 
we even got some business done. There’s always 
business to be done, right?

Riding Challenge finishers received their due 
glory and much coveted shirts. Past rides were 
discussed and plans were made for next season.

We talked about the rally, and finished up 
planning the 
P r o g r e s s i v e 
Breakfast, which 
kicks off motor-
cycling in 2023 
on February 12.

For now, do 
a little sitting by 
the fire, think-
ing back on rides 
past, and dream-
ing of what’s yet 
to come. Then 
get up and do it!
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FE ATU RE STORY
THE CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Christmas PartyThe Christmas Party
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FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

Where have you been up to lately?

by Jon Helm: A November ride to Europa Cafe. by Bob Boucher: On November 12 Rob Shauger and I rode to 
Valles Caldera, then had some lunch at Highway 4 Cafe in Jemez 
Springs.

by Jan Sands: We found some new friends on our motorcycle ride 
back on October 2.

from Maurice Moortgat: Sunday Service Motor Company, it’s always 
nice to have a new bike shop in town.
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FE ATU RE STORY
RIDING CHALLENG WRAPUP

RIDING WITH THE KID
by Karl Zuercher
This past year, I had 
the opportunity to ride 
with my younger son 
for the first time ever. 
He had taken the MSF 
course in California 
unbeknownst to me and 
surprised me when he 
said he was going to buy 
a motorcycle. A Vulcan 
650 became his first real bike after a stint he had with some 
Italian scooters. 

He has quite a few pillion miles, as did his older brother. 
Needless to say it was with a little bit of trepidation when he 
finally told me he was riding and lane splitting on the freeways 
of southern California! It felt like payback karma from my mom 
and dad from somewhere out in the great beyond.

On the one hand I thought it was so cool, and on the other, 
my own experience riding in that state was one of, “nice place 
to visit, but…” So last June I decided to go out for a visit and get 
to ride with him. Evidently he has contracted the fever, because 
when I got to his house I could see the Vulcan, two scooters, 
and a 2019 Sport Glide! Nearly 2 liters of cc’s and boatload of 
torque. I winced.

We had been texting prior to my trip about where we could 
ride. We ended up riding through the California countryside 
to Julian – famous for pies! The trip out through Yuma and the 
Imperial Valley was hot, brown and windy. But once I came 
down from the hills to the San Diego area, it was a pleasant 68 
degrees. The next day was sunny and beautiful as we climbed 

up to 4000’ and the pie 
stop in Julian.

My son has always 
taken his driving 
seriously, which seems 
to be the same with two 
wheels, so I was eager 
to ride more with him. 
By the end of the year 
we went about planning 

another ride. We chose 
Wickenberg, Arizona. There 
are some good roads in that 
vicinity, just ask Butler maps, 
and I’ve always wanted to 
go to Jerome, Aizona. 

Unfortunately, I still 
haven’t been. The first day 
we road around Phoenix and 
up to Tortilla Flat for lunch. 
The road was much improved from the last time I rode it; very 
scenic, rugged, rocky country in the area of the Lost Dutchman 
Mine in the Superstition Mountains. Lunch at the saloon was 
fantastic and I highly recommend it, best fajitas I’ve ever had!

The next day the weather deteriorated as we headed north 
to the Granite Mountain Hot Shots Memorial site on Yarnell 
Hill. It started to snow, so I asked if he wanted to go any further, 
to which the sparsely equipped rookie wisely declared, “No!” 

We left early the next morning to our respective states, and 
my thermometer read almost freezing. Fortunately for him,  he 
had purchased a pair of heated gloves, and an electric vest. It 
was an easy trip for him, while I was a little concerned with I-17 
and the climb to Flagstaff. My phone said the Santa Fe high for 
the day was going to be 33 degrees, and the time I was hoping 
to get to Flagstaff it would be 17 degrees. The roads were wet 
in several places, but once the sun came out I felt a little better. 
The snow kept inching closer and closer to the two lanes since 
the last snowplow pass as I got closer to Flag. 

Needless to say, I made it home, with the wind now at my 
back all the way to Albuquerque where it was a balmy 40 
degrees. To ride with my son it was worth every mile. I gave 
him a package of six Butler maps for Christmas, and have 
given him my personal invitation to our rally in September. I’m 
thinking he will be there on the Road Glide he’s had his eye on!

PROPOSED LOE BMW R BYLAW CHANGES
Every so often the club determines some changes to our Bylaws 
are in order. This year the club is proposing three changes to 
our Bylaws, and according to Article 8 (Amendments) of our 
Bylaws, any proposed amendments are to be voted on by 
a majority vote of all members present and voting at a club 
meeting. 

Please be prepared to discuss and vote, on the below three 
proposed Bylaw changes, at the 3rd stop of the Progressive 

Breakfast, which is where we will hold our club meeting.

FIRST PROPOSED CHANGE
Our club Bylaws state that elections will be held in January 
of each year. We historically hold elections during the annual 
Progressive Breakfast (PB) which takes place in February on 
Superbowl Sunday. Our Bylaws are registered with the state 
and we are legally required to comply with them. Since our 
Bylaw election date (January) and the date we usually hold 
elections (February) differ, we are proposing to bring us back 
into compliance and add some flexibility to the election date 
specified in our Bylaws.

Article 5 (Elections), Section 5.1 of our Bylaws currently 
states: “The annual election shall be held in January and duly 
elected Directors shall take office in February and serve a term of 
one year.”

We propose to change that section 5.1 to read: “The annual 
election shall be held in January and at the beginning of each 
calendar year and no later than the last day of February. Duly 
elected Directors shall take office in February and serve a term of 
one year on the first day of March of that same election year and 
serve a term of one full year.”

SECOND PROPOSED CHANGE
Article 6 (Duties Of The Officers), Sections 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 
6.5, and 6.6 all state “Duties of the…” (officer position) “…shall 
be:”, and then lists the specific duties each officer is responsible 
to perform in their role.

To make those duties more flexible we are proposing to 
change those Sections 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5 and 6.6 to all state:

“Duties of the...” (officer position) “...shall be include:”

THIRD PROPOSED CHANGE
Article 7 (Meetings), Section 7.4 states “Introduction of motions 
at business meetings shall be by members of the Board of Directors; 
all members present may discuss and vote on said motions.”

We want to enable any member present at a meeting, not 
just members of the Board, to introduce a motion and we 
propose to reword that Section 7.4 as follows:

“Introduction of motions at business meetings shall be by 
members of the Board of Directors or any club member present 
at the meeting; all members present may discuss and vote on said 
motions.”

Tortilla Flats

Arizona 88

Flagstaff breakfast & 17 degrees

LOE BMW R N EWS



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

The Legendary Shaft	 January	/	February	2023

5

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
The Owl Cafe, at 800 Eubank Blvd NE, 
Albuquerque, has been a past club favorite 
and they’re just the ticket to get a cold January 
morning started right! They always feature 
hearty traditional NM breakfasts. Located 
close to I-40 there might be a chance for an 
after-breakfast ride if the weather permits. 
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Spinn’s Burgers on the West Side (Montano, 
west of Coors) for burgers and whatever kind 
of brew (fortified or not) you want. We’ll start 
at noon and stay until our bellies are busting. 
For details and RSVP link (required) go to the 
Message Board. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
THE PROGRESSIVE BREAKFAST
Starting at 8:30 am, this is a great opportunity 
to meet up with a lot of club members, new 
and familiar, while we travel to three homes 
hosted by some of our members. Your goal is 
to ride and eat x3. To get detailed directions to 
each stop, visit our special (paid up) Members 
Only Page (This event is for members only, 
not guests, though your spouse/significant 
other are included). While you’re on that 
page, don’t forget to click the link to RSVP 
(whether you visit one, two or all three stops, 
please RSVP).  At the last stop, we’ll also 
have Election of Club Officers, a meeting 
and By-Laws Approval. Additional details on 
the Forum. Stay tuned for details, and keep 
and eye on the Message Board as the event 
develops. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

MONDAY-THURSDAY, MARCH 20-23
BIG BEND
by Dave Tynan 505-228-2824 
This is after spring break so everything is less 
crowded. Annie and I will probably depart 
Sunday and overnight in Roswell or Las 
Cruces. I have had surgery on my hand and 
don’t know if I’ll be capable of 500 mile days. 

Lodging: Highland Inn, Alpine. Please call 
directly to reserve, ask for Sam and mention 
my name. I have asked him to block out 6 
rooms. Cost is $65/night. 

Bring your US Passport for an adventure 
across the border for lunch via the park at 
Boquillas, Mexico.

Other adventures include the McDonald 
Observatory, a dinosaur exhibit at Panther 
Junction, riding the Santa Elena Canyon and 
Chisos Basin. 

Please let me know if you want to meet up 
in person or Zoom or whatever. 

Thanks! 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 28-30
ICE CREAM RIDE
This year, Los Olmos Lodge is available a little 
earlier due to another group who scheduled 
the first weekend in May. However, late April 
allows us to avoid a conflict with Mother’s 
Day as happened last year. You can contact 
Los Olmos anytime to reserve your cabin or 
call 575-539-2224. More details to follow as 
we develop our plans but it takes no planning 
to tell you the pavement and dirt riding is 
great and the atmosphere in the village of 
Glenwood at the Lodge is quite pleasant.

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You  are  strongly  encouraged  to  check  the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute  changes.  You’ll  also  find  impromptu 
rides  posted,  reviews  and  opinions  on  club 
activities as they happen.

J A N U A R Y
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

F E B R U A R Y
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
https://loebmwr.ivolunteer.com/spinns_001
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
https://loebmwr.org/MembersOnly/ProgressiveBreakfast.aspx
https://loebmwr.org/MembersOnly/ProgressiveBreakfast.aspx
https://loebmwr.ivolunteer.com/progressive_breakfast_2023
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/EventCalendar.aspx


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

The Legendary Shaft	 January	/	February	2023

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY
Our tradition at Yucca Flats on South 14. 
Starting at 11am. The event is open to paid 
club members, and we will be providing and 
cooking the protein for this event as well as 

providing cold soft drinks and 
water. We ask everyone to 
please bring a side dish to share.

SEPTEMBER
PLANS FOR OUR NEW 
RALLY
The basic plan was presented 
at the Christmas Party and 
details are posted on the 
Message Board. Let us know 
what you think. Decision time 
will be at the Progressive 
Breakfast (Super Bowl Sunday, 
2023) along with election of 
officers. If you want to get 
involved, let us know. There’s a 
lot the club can do to make our 
motorcycling rally experience 
better, but we need your help. 
Contact president@loebmwr.
org

NATIONAL EVENTS 

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 12-15, 2023
BMW NEF 40TH 
WINTER RALLY
LIVE OAK, FL 
At the Camp Weed & Cerveny 
Conference Center, 11057 Camp 
Weed Pl, Live Oak, FL 32060. 
Camping, Showers, Camp Fire, 
Limited RV hookups, Some 

motel rooms available onsite, Many motels 
within 15 miles, Door Prizes, Seminars and 
Speakers. Fishing, Kayaking. Shuttle Caboose 
from camping area to rally central. Beautiful 
riding in North Florida – Self guided and tour 
guided rides, Catered meals available at the 
conference center Friday evening, Saturday 
morning and evening. Contact James Allen, 
Rally Chair at 386-867-1017.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MARCH 3-12, 2023
DAYTONA BIKE WEEK
DAYTONA BEACH, FL 
The World’s Largest Motorcycle Event®! 
Daytona Beach is a city on Florida’s Atlantic 
coast. It’s known for Daytona International 
Speedway, which hosts February’s iconic 
Daytona 500 NASCAR race. The beach has 
hard-packed sand where driving is permitted 
in designated areas. Near the boardwalk’s 
rides and arcades, Daytona Beach Bandshell 
stages free summer concerts. Steps from the 
beach, Daytona Lagoon water park offers go-
karts, laser tag, and waterslides. There will be 
tons of Harleys. BMW will have their demo 
truck, and no doubt lots of R18 cruisers. Go to 
https://officialbikeweek.com for information.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY,  
JUNE 8-11, 2023
50TH ANNUAL BMW MOA 
NATIONAL RALLY
DOSWELL, VA 
Please make plans to join us for the 
celebration of our 50th National! We’ll be 
at the The Meadow Event Park, 13191 Dawn 
Blvd, Doswell, Virginia  23047. 

Check  https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/
EventDetails.aspx?id=1651634&group= or 
contact Ray Tubbs, ray@bmwmoa.org for 
more details as we get closer to the event 
date.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR
(Continued from page 5)
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https://officialbikeweek.com
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mailto:ray@bmwmoa.org
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
RJ Mirabal
activities@loebmwr.org 
 

RALLY CHAIR
Karl Zuercher
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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THE AZBDR
by Sandy Ballard
On Friday November 4, Jim Lightfoot and 
I trailered our bikes (Husqvarna 701 and 
Suzuki DRZ400) to Globe Arizona to ride a 
few legs of the AZBDR. We parked the truck 
and trailer at the Apache Gold Casino and 
Saturday morning rode the leg 3 loop north to 
Young, AZ on the regular BDR route, returning 
on the easy alternative. Most of the ride was 
pretty straightforward with a stretch in the 
middle that lived up to the map description 
of “relentlessly rocky.” It was a delightful ride.

On Sunday, we left the casino and 
rode south through Mammoth, 
Benson and Sierra Vista, mainly on 
paved roads paralleling the BDR, and 
finally jumped on the BDR proper at 
Coronado National Memorial. The 
ride up Montezuma Pass was a little 
steep and a little rocky but basically 
very easy and super fun. We camped 
that night at Parker Canyon Lake, 
located just a few miles off the BDR 
route.

Monday morning we returned to 
the route and rode through beautiful 
countryside along the Mexican 

border all the way to Sonoita. This 
section was probably my favorite with 
great roads and beautiful vistas. 

After lunch we tackled the section 
through Las Cienegas National 
Conservation Area which started off 
very easy and gradually got more and 
more difficult. We never encountered the 
deep sand described on the map, maybe 
because some of the road seems to have 
been graded fairly recently. 

Soon the maintenance ended and we 
made our way up some pretty steep and 

very rocky hills toward the east end of 
the section. I managed to fishtail my 
way up one hill in particular and was 
very relieved that the road did not 
chew me up and spit me over the 
edge into the abyss. 

That night we got lucky and got a 
campsite at Kartchner Caverns State 
Park just south of Benson (lovely).

On Tuesday, we repeated the very 
straightforward gravel superhighway 
between Benson and Mammoth 
without incident. Somehow we 
missed the notice on the AZBDR 
website indicating that the dirt road 
that parallels the highway between 

Mammoth and 
Winkelman was 
not recommended 
due to washouts 
and torn up 
sections. We 
merrily proceeded 
to ride it and it was 
indeed a mess, 
but apparently not 
unrideable. It beat 
us up enough that 
we didn’t have time 
to do Pioneer Pass 
on our way back to 
the casino in Globe.

We had hoped 
to ride some of the 
northern sections 
of the route but the 
weather forecast 
up on the Mogollon 
Rim called for 
freezing temps, 
high winds and 
snow, so we headed 
home with the 
promise to return 
in the spring when 
conditions improve. 

While things were going to get nasty up on the 
Rim, the conditions along Legs 1, 2 and 3 were 
perfect: warm temperatures, sunny skies and 
low wind. Seems like November is an ideal 
time to do the southern legs but might be too 
late in the season for the northern sections.

We had a great time!

Norton with sidecar, 1923
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