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Prime Time
W e’re heading into prime new mexico motorcycle season: monsoons are  

moving in to cool things off and set the stage for the best riding of the year. So far the 
Club has been burning through tires at a tremendous pace, but the best is yet to come!

Checking out the calendar you’ll see that 
the Birthday Party is coming right up. It’s a 
chance to eat and ride and catch up with all 
your buddies in the club that have been too 
busy racking up miles to slow down.

Right after that is the Cloudcroft Camp ‘N 

Ride. If it’s still hot at the end of the month the 
mountains will be an excellent place to pitch 
a tent and relax with some adult beverages 
(only at the end of the ride, of course), and 
take in the clean mountain air.

Then, of course, is the Rally, our first 

Sipapu gathering in a couple of years. There’s 
nothing to be said that hasn’t been said a 
hundred times – it’s one of the best rallies in 
the country. I know you’ll all be there!

Then the Fall Colors Ride wraps things up 
with some fabulous riding to remember as 
we move into the cold weather and riding 
slows a bit. Of course, it never stops, this is 
New Mexico after all!

David Wilson, editor 
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photos by Jan Sands
Don and I attended the 50th BMW Rally in 
Paonia. So hot this year! We started our rides 
early to be back by 2 pm, but it was still hot! 
Great fun to visit with friends and talk to riders 
from other states.

by Karl Zuercher
I never like to miss an opportunity to ride in 
Colorful Colorado, been doing it for years, so I 
didn’t want to miss the 50th anniversary Top O’ 
the Rockies rally in Paonia. The ride up there and 
back is pretty decent, especially this year with 
all the rain we’ve been having. 

I was one of over 600 riders to attend the 
rally and what a treat it is to camp in real grass! 
The riding was just great. Saturday was the best 
day for me. I left camp after coffee and cruising 
up CO 133 along the North Fork of the Gunnison 
27 miles out, a rather large black bear crossed 
the highway ahead of me!

I was quite pleased with the path through 
Carbondale to Aspen as CO 82 has been much 
improved since I last rode. Last time I was on 
Independence pass was with Randy Bishop in 

2018, and we only went up the Atlantic side 
and back down again. It never fails to impress 
and please even the most experienced riders. 
Especially since they have paved the road all the 
way down through Taylor Park to the reservoir. 
It is without a doubt the best pavement of any 
pass in Colorado – and that is saying a lot. Perfect 
curve after perfect curve sure put a smile on my 
face. Colorado riders are so lucky…

I have ridden all most all the paved roads on 
the route maps except for that one all the way 
down the Taylor River. I’m told there are some 
very large fish just below the dam, but no time 
to try my luck, “I have miles to go and places to 
stop before I sleep.”

Back through Gunnison and past Blue Mesa 
again I wanted to stop at the Black Canyon of 
the Gunnison National Park site to get a stamp 
in my NPS Passport and take some pics. And of 
course, bag Jones Summit, which puts me right 
around 100 for my next Passbagger level. Got to 
get my paperwork caught up before I head back 
up for the 100k rally. I am hoping I have a chance 
to bag Stunner Pass before then.
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FE ATU RE STORY
PAONIA

Inflation! Six peaches cost $10! They are 
delicious and worth every penny.

Most riders camp. We did last year, but chose 
to stay in a B&B this year.

We continued riding past Basalt to Reudi Reservoir. Kevin Henson, Dave and 
Berthold Klas, NM friends.

We rode to Carbondale to have breakfast at the 
Village Smithy.

Relaxing at the B&B after our hot ride.

Thomas, Randy and Sandy, friends from New 
Mexico who camped at the rally.

We met Glen and Kathy from Boulder, 
Colorado. They were staying at the same B&B.

Paonia’s 50th!
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FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

Where have you been up to lately?

by John Dillon: Jeff Foster and I made it to the Cass Railroad, in West Virginia, today. 
We went to the BMW MOA Rally, in Springfield, Missouri, then up to Chicago and on to 
New York and Philadelphia for visits to our families. I then drove down to pick up Jeff for 
our return trip through Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Kentucky. Tomorrow, we 
head up to Dayton, OH, for a few days. Might be home this weekend, completing almost 
a month on the road. We started the journey last month with Michael 
Spence and Dot Weber in Albuquerque.

by Jim Lightfoot: Looking to ride from El Rito to Tres Piedras on 
Hwy 111…but with Carson NF closed it was not going to happen 
today.

by Karl Zuercher: Rode out to SoCal to visit my sons for Father’s 
Day. Got some heat & wind in SW AZ, and coming back fierce 
wind and rain from Holbrook till I caught the hail going up 9 mile 
hill Saturday evening. But in between, I had a great time!

by Humberto 
Martinez: 
After 10 days 
of having 
100 degree 
weather, I 
squeezed 
in a ride to 
Cloudcroft 
between 
monsoon 
rainstorms.
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Where have you been up to lately?

FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

by David Wilson: David and I made a very rare ride up to 
Madrid on a gorgeous weekend afternoon. On the way home we 
took a spin up to the Peak. It’s so hard to get him on the bike, but 
every time we do he loves it!

by Bob Boucher: Valles Caldera!

by Dierk Haskin: Rode alongside the Rio Grande, through Taos, then across the Gorge and down the 
other side on a beautiful May day. And mountain goats!

by Jan Sands: Four of us honed our skills on a Motorcycle Safety 
course with Jim Johnson.  It was a great class with excellent 
feedback from Jim to correct bad habits, learn new skills and 
practice in a safe environment. The four participants were Don 
Hurst, Jan Sands, Rick Kitts and Dick Strohmeyer.
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13
SMRI TRACK DAY
7 am to 4 pm at Sandia Speedway, sponsored 
by Motopia Motorcycles. Go to https://smri-
racing.wildapricot.org for details. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13
BIRTHDAY PARTY
by Jon Helm
Starting at 11am at the usual location, Oak 
Flats – Yucca Group Area on South 14. The 
event is open to paid club members, and we 
will be providing and cooking the protein for 
this event as well as providing cold soft drinks 
and water. We ask everyone to please bring a 
side dish to share. RSVP HERE.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, AUGUST 26-28
CLOUDCROFT CAMP ‘N RIDE
We will be at the Lower Fir Group Camp-
ground and we have an iVolunteer sign up 
area. If you are planning to attend this new 
event, RSVP HERE.

Most people arrive sometime Friday 
afternoon and when we have the code for 
the lock to the Lower Fir Campground, we’ll 
send it to those who RSVP so you can let 
yourself in – be sure to lock the gate behind you. 
Be sure only club members can access the 
camping ground. Tents and RVs of all kinds 
are welcome. Let me know if you’re coming in 
any type of RV so we can be sure there’ll be 
enough parking space for you.

We have had a breakfast burrito event 
Saturday morning and may have another one 
at this event. If you can volunteer to help out 
by contributing one of the items that typically 
make up a burrito (eggs, tortillas, salsa, etc.) 
please let me know about that. Send in all such 

communication to Webmaster@loebmwr.
org and we’ll coordinate more as we near the 
date of the event.

Motel/Hotel campers, make your 
reservations soon because that weekend is 
already getting full in town. More updates to 
come. Stay tuned.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9-11
BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN WEEKEND
Pre-registration (must be received by August 
30; Adults $50. Children 4-15 $20, day-of-
registration $60, children $20). Website 
(CLICK HERE: online registration form 
available now). Email: info@loebmwr.org 
or by snail mail LOEBMWR, PO Box 92095, 
Albuquerque, NM 87199. Full registration 
includes free camping, various activities, door 
prizes and coffee and includes Friday green 
chili stew dinner and Saturday night a full 
dinner. On-site food and beverage (breakfast 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.
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burritos, hamburgers, full bar service) is 
available at the lodge. 

Lodging is available with Sipapu Lodge 
(1-800-587-2240). Taos area reservation 
assistance with https://taos.org/lodging; 
Club contact Dave Hartman 505-345-4465. 

Rally t-shirts will be 
available at the rally in ash 
gray; however, you may also 
order online before the rally in 
your choice of colors, sizes, and 
sleeve lengths, available online 
right now: Visit our Rally Shirt 
Webstore and make your order 
no later than August 15th.

Donations over $50 toward 
fire disaster relief gets a 
t-shirt/hat. Your generosity is 
appreciated. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
SMRI TRACK DAY
7 am to 4 pm at Sandia 
Speedway, sponsored by Bobby 
J’s Motorcycles. Go to https://
smri-racing.wildapricot.org for 
details. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
For details and RSVP link go to 
the Message Board. 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 2
FALL COLORS RIDE
by RJ Mirabal
We will repeat our popu-
lar club ride to Durango 
and ride the loop from 
Durango – Silverton – Ouray – 

Telluride – Dolores – Durango during (hope-
fully) the peak of the fall colors.

Reserve your room now: We have arranged 
for you to secure a room at the Siesta 
Motel, but you have to either call now 
(1-877-314-0741) or go to https://www.
durangosiestamotel.com. Tell them you’re 
with the Land of Enchantment BMW Riders.

Rooms may be available later but at the 

regular rate and no guarantees they will have a 
room at that motel, which is our “headquarters” 
for the ride. There are approximately 3 King 
Bed rooms, 5 Queen Bed rooms and one five 
person room available at this time.

The ride is about 225 miles and Google 
says it should take about 4:45 riding time.

We will ride up to Durango on Friday 
afternoon, arriving by about 5 pm, and stay 
two nights at the Siesta Motel. 

Friday night, club members will enjoy 
some pizza in the motel parking lot. After the 
ride on Saturday, we will hop on the Durango 
trolley to go into town and have dinner at an 
as-yet-to-be-identified eatery. Then we will 
ride home on Sunday morning.

NATIONAL EVENTS 

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 
29-OCTOBER 2
BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY
WAYNESVILLE, NC
Join us and ride the Tail of the Dragon, the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, Moonshiners, and more, 
and then come back to the rally to share 
stories of your ride with friends and fellow 
riders, eat hot dogs, and enjoy a beverage. 
And then wake up the next morning and do it 
again. So many roads, so little time…

At the Smoky Mountain Event Center in 
Waynesville, North Carolina. Go to https://
bmwra.org/events/bmw-riders-association-
2022-national-rally/ for event tickets.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR
(Continued from page 5)
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
RJ Mirabal
activities@loebmwr.org 
 

RALLY CHAIR
Karl Zuercher
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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THE RALLY
by Karl Zuercher
Another great weekend to be out riding, and 
hopefully you were too! I was out doing a little 
catch up on the Riding Challenge, I’m way 
behind where I want to be, but I should be 
able to get more this week. Fingers crossed!

I have also been working on this year’s 
Bavarian Mountain Weekend. In spite of the 
fires and flooding, all the roads you love are 
still there, though on some the scenery has 
definitely changed. As you should be aware, 
I want to dedicate this rally to the victims of 
the fires, and although they are out for now, 
the need for relief to people and their families 
will remain for a long time.

That is why I am making a plea for your 
attendance and/or donation at this year’s rally 
to help those residents in need. You can help 
by riding in the area, stopping for gas, food 

or anything, anytime, not just at the rally. We 
will have events for fun that the proceeds will 
go toward our donation. We plan on a couple 
of poker runs, a bean bag toss tournament, 
(double elimination) and maybe a horseshoe 
pitchin’ contest! And Friday night is movie 
night for all the rally goers. The rally packet 
comes with some swag for you too!

Of course, the rally does not run all by itself, 
we need volunteers to help out for a couple of 
hours. Your registration is not required, you 
can just come up for a couple of hours and 
help out. All volunteers get a special STAFF 
rally T Shirt so you can show your support to 
family, friends, or grandkids…

You will be able to sign up as a volunteer 
at the club picnic and at a lunch ride between 
now and September. Hope to see you all soon!

by Dierk Haskin: 2 nights in Reserve, NM – 
scenes from Glenwood and Mogollon.

THE RIDING CHALLENGE!

Karl 
Zuercher
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