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Father and Son
M y son david and i  used to go on motorc ycle  rides  all  the time . 

He had a complete set of his own gear, including little handles on a belt I used to wear. 
He loved going fast and hanging off, doing all the squidly stuff.

Since entering his teens, though, he’s been 
reluctant to ride with me. So last weekend 
when I suggested we go for a July 4th ride 
I was pleasantly surprised when he agreed. 
Now, of course, he doesn’t wear kid gear any 
more. My gear fits him just fine.

We took a spin up North 14 to Madrid. I 
thought he was falling asleep as he was 
leaning all over the place. But after we arrived 
it turned out he was just hanging out in the 
wind, watching the road and the scenery.

On the way back to Albuquerque we went 

up to the Peak. Not at 10/10, but not a scenic 
putt either (I was also testing out my new 
sticky tires). He was hanging off way further 
than me, and even said that he had dragged 
his fingers through some of the corners. 
Having never touched a knee down myself, I 
was very impressed.

It was a wonderful day of father-son 
connection that I will cherish.

David Wilson, editor 
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FE ATU RE STORY
ARIZONA BDR

by Andy Sinclair

 I
n April, I used a work trip to the 
University of Arizona as a chance to 
ride the northern half of the Arizona 
Backcountry Discover Route, after 

riding the southern half back in December. 
On Wednesday, 20 April, I rode down to 
Tucson, passing through Magdalena, Reserve, 
Glenwood, and Safford. On Friday, I left 
Tucson, passing through Chandler & Mesa, 
up to Payson, and to the start of Section 4 of 
the AZBDR, where I’d left off in December.

Section 4 starts with dramatic views along the Mogollon Rim, then turns north on good dirt 
roads up to Highway 87. After crossing Highway 87, the route gets “trackier”, with a long stretch 
where it’s tough to tell there’s a trail at all, and it seems like you’re just riding up a rocky, dry creek 
bed. I stopped to camp for the night at Kinnikinick Lake, finding a place among some cedar trees 
to shelter from the strong wind that had been blowing all day.

On Saturday, I continued on Section 4.  Again the route has some challenging riding, particularly 
where it passes under powerlines. Arriving in 
Winona, Section 5 was impacted by the Tunnel 
Fire burning northeast of Flagstaff, with closures 
in Coconino National Forest and Highway 89. 
Very helpfully, the BDR website had an update 
posted on the fire, with a suggested detour going 
through Flagstaff and rejoining the AZBDR off 
of Highway 180, which is what I did. The only 
impact I had was that I missed out on riding that 
portion of the BDR.

I took the alternate route into Grand Canyon 
National Park, enjoying the view from several of 
the scenic overlooks. Outside the East Entrance 

of the Park, I rejoined the main BDR. The 
descent off Coconino Rim on Gray Mountain 
Truck Trail was scary! It’s steep and rocky, 
and also “steppy”. There were several ledges 
where it looked like people had packed rocks 
to try to make ramps.

I stopped in Cameron for fuel. The BDR 
website and map make it sound like you need 
to get your Navajo Backcountry Permit in 
person at the visitor center in Cameron. But 
I was able to order mine ahead of time by 
calling the Little Colorado River Gorge Navajo 
Tribal Park, which I printed out before leaving 
home. So I pressed on to Section 6, camping 
for the night at the Little Colorado Overlook: the most spectacular camping site I’ve ever had!

On Sunday, I continued through Navajo Nation. The remote, wide-open country feels like it’s 
from another continent. Riding through Vermilion Cliffs National Monument, I reached the end of 
the BDR at the Utah border! Since it was around mid-day, I started the ride back to Albuquerque, 
passing through Page, Kayenta, Chinle, Window Rock, and all the way home. A long day of riding, 
but the prospect of sleeping in my own bed was too tempting to stop.

Overall, the trip was about 1600 miles. After the winds on Friday, the weather was great 
on Saturday and Sunday, though cool 
with temperatures in the 40s and 50s. 
Surprisingly, don’t think I saw any other 
riders out on the dirt portions of the AZBDR. 
These sections have amazing, varied 
scenery: the Mogollon Rim, ponderosa 
pines and meadows, pronghorns sprinting 
across high plains, the Grand Canyon, and 
the splendid solitude of Navajo Nation. 
Definitely a terrific trip.

ArIzonA  BDr SECTIONS 4-6
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FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

by Jan Sands: Hot, hot ride to Colorado to attend the SW Moto-Quest, all women rally. Amy and 
I attended last year and had fun talking to women riders from many states. Our ride was 614 miles 
over 3 days. We rode back in 100 degree heat.

by Scott P: I went on a motorcycle ride yesterday. We are new to Albuquerque and I had just 
purchased a GSA from Sandia BMW. I thought I’d go for a quick ride. I rode to Estancia, had 
breakfast and came across a stray dog. Called the nearest animal control to come get him. The 

animal control guy said, 
“Why don’t you drop him 
off here at the shelter? I 
can’t spare the resources or 
the time for just one dog. 
We have limited manpower 
and a budget to consider.” 

I said, “Because I’m on a 
motorcycle.” 

He answered, “What do 
you ride?”

I said, “Today I’m on a 
GSA 1250, but I usually ride 
a S1000XR.”

He said, “Well heck I ride 
a Hyabusa, and I’ve  always 
wanted to ride a BMW.”

I said, “if you do the 40 
minutes each way trip, you 
can ride any bike I have.” 

I adopted the dog, but 
now I’m afraid to go out for 
a second ride today :-) 

Where have you been up to lately?
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Where have you been up to lately?

FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

by John Dillon: Jeff Foster and I are riding south and happened 
to see this along the way in Iowa. In the middle of nowhere! – at 
Eagle Creek.

by Dierk Haskin and Bob Boucher: Ride to the White Rock 
overlook, in part to gain a perspective on the wildfire in the Sangre 
de Cristo mountains to the east.

by Karl Zuercher: The ride starts out in Dulce Railroad Ave, not 
by coincidence, and it follows the old rail bed along the Navajo 
River to the San Juan River. Beautiful scenery the whole way. Dot Weber: June 15, off to Springfield!
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SUNDAY, JULY 10
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
In an effort to avoid the heat we’ll travel nearby 
to Rio Rancho for brunch at Turtle Mountain 
Brewing Company North at 9 am. Groups 
can plan their own little trek to the location 
if they wish. So we can let them know how 
many people to expect, RSVP here.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, JULY 16
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, JULY 16
SMRI TRACK DAY
7 am to 4 pm at Sandia Speedway, sponsored 
by MotoAuthority. Go to https://smri-racing.
wildapricot.org for details. 

SUNDAY, JULY 24
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
This will be very cool because the cafe will 
have their special food truck in operation 
and will have several breakfast specials with 
BMW/Moto inspired names! We’ll be their 
special guests, so drop on by starting at 9 
am (the public is also invited). For details and 
RSVP link go to the Message Board. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13
SMRI TRACK DAY
7 am to 4 pm at Sandia Speedway, sponsored 
by Motopia Motorcycles. Go to https://smri-
racing.wildapricot.org for details. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13
BIRTHDAY PARTY
by Jon Helm
Save the date when we’ll gather to celebrate 
the Club’s annual birthday picnic at the usual 
location, Oak Flats – Yucca Group Area. The 
event is open to paid club members, and 
we will be providing and cooking the protein 
for this event as well as providing cold soft 
drinks and water. We ask everyone to please 

bring a side dish to share. Details and RSVP 
reservations to come soon.

RIDE POSTPONED, NEW DATE
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, AUGUST 26-28
CLOUDCROFT CAMP ‘N RIDE
Unfortunately we had to cancel our original 
June 3-5 Cloudcroft Camp & Ride because 
the Forest Service closed our campground 
due to the current fire danger. However...we 
have rescheduled the event, Camp & Ride - 
Take 2. We will be at the same location, Lower 
Fir Group Campground and we have a new 
iVolunteer sign up area. If you are planning to 
attend this new event, RSVP HERE.

Most people arrive sometime Friday 
afternoon and when we have the code for 
the lock to the Lower Fir Campground, we’ll 
send it to those who RSVP so you can let 
yourself in – be sure to lock the gate behind you. 
Be sure only club members can access the 
camping ground. Tents and RVs of all kinds 
are welcome. Let me know if you’re coming in 
any type of RV so we can be sure there’ll be 
enough parking space for you.

We have had a breakfast burrito event 
Saturday morning and may have another one 
at this event. If you can volunteer to help out 
by contributing one of the items that typically 
make up a burrito (eggs, tortillas, salsa, etc.) 
please let me know about that. Send in all such 
communication to Webmaster@loebmwr.
org and we’ll coordinate more as we near the 
date of the event.

Motel/Hotel campers, make your 
reservations soon because that weekend is 
already getting full in town. More updates to 
come. Stay tuned.

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.
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http://loebmwr.org/EventCalendar.aspx


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

The Legendary Shaft July 2022

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9-11
BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN WEEKEND
We’ll be back at Sipapu for our 37th annual rally! 
It will follow our traditional rally format with 
a few changes to reflect some of the popular 
features of the Riders’ Rally last year. Save 

the dates. More information 
coming soon in special email 
and postcard mailings. You can 
look over tentative details and 
pre-register now HERE!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
SMRI TRACK DAY
7 am to 4 pm at Sandia 
Speedway, sponsored by Bobby 
J’s Motorcycles. Go to https://
smri-racing.wildapricot.org for 
details. 

NATIONAL EVENTS 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 9-11
51st WISCONSIN DELLS 
RALLY
Join the Wisconsin BMW 
Motorrad Club for our 6th 
year at Historic Easter Seals 
Camp Wawbeek, 1450 State 

Hwy. 13 in Wisconsin Dells, WI. Pre-register 
by Sept. 1, 2022: Adults $50 (gate $60) • 
Kids 6-15 $25 (gate $35) • Kids under 6 FREE

Rally includes: 2 Nights Camping (Lots of 
Shade–Early Arrivals Welcome) • Rally Mug 
& Pin 1st 250 • Authentic Italian Dinner Fri 
PM til gone • Sat PM Banquet • Beer Garden 
• 24/7 NA Beverages • On-site Food Vendor 
• Live Music & 50/50 Drawing both Fri & 
Sat Nights • Hot Showers • Flushing Toilets 
• Quiet & Medical Needs Camping Available 
• Awards • Door Prizes And More! Indoor 
Bedroll Space Available for $10/night/person

More Info & Registration Forms available 
at www.wiscbmwclub.com
Questions? Contact Brian Manke, Rally 
Chair, at dellsrally@gmail.com

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 
29-OCTOBER 2
BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY
WAYNESVILLE, NC
Our national rally this year is in the heart of 
some of the best riding in the country. Join 
us and ride the Tail of the Dragon, the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, Moonshiners, and more, and 
then come back to the rally to share stories 
of your ride with friends and fellow riders, eat 
hot dogs, and enjoy a beverage. And then 
wake up the next morning and do it again. So 
many roads, so little time…

At the Smoky Mountain Event Center in 
Waynesville, North Carolina. Go to https://
bmwra.org/events/bmw-riders-association-
2022-national-rally/ for event tickets.

6

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR
(Continued from page 5)

Kent Christensen: How many 
Sipapu hats do you have?

https://loebmwr.org/TheRally/AboutTheRally.aspx
https://bmwra.org/events/bmw-riders-association-2022-national-rally/
https://bmwra.org/events/bmw-riders-association-2022-national-rally/
https://bmwra.org/events/bmw-riders-association-2022-national-rally/
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org 
 

RALLY CHAIR
Karl Zuercher
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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CITY ADDS MORE SPEED 
ENFORCEMENT CAMERAS
Staff report from The Paper, https://abq.
news/2022/06/city-adds-more-speed-
enforcement-cameras/?utm_medium=email
Mayor Tim Keller announced that the City’s 
Automated Speed Enforcement program has 
expanded into more locations around the city, 
with speed monitoring devices added along 
the Lead/Coal corridor and on Unser. The 
three new devices bring the system up to six 
cameras total. Four additional fixed devices 
are in the works.

“We’re continuing to expand this program 
into places where we know speeding has taken 
a huge toll on quality of life, and made people 
feel unsafe in their own neighborhoods. These 
three new locations are a direct reflection of 
what these communities need and have been 
asking for, and everyone needs to be held 
accountable,” said Keller.

The top speeds posted for high traffic areas 
around the city are below:

Eastbound Gibson Blvd. (119.89 mph)
Westbound Gibson Blvd. (107.82 mph)
Northbound Unser Blvd. (90.14 mph)
Westbound Montgomery (131.08 mph)
Westbound Lead Ave. (70.23 mph)
Eastbound Coal Ave. (77.84 mph)
“The blatant disregard for speed 

limits across the city continues to show 
the importance of Automated Speed 
Enforcement,” said Lieutenant Nick Wheeler, 
APD Motors Unit. 

To continue aggressive traffic enforcement, 
APD has also created an Aggressive Driving 
Unit. The Unit, comprised of two detectives 
will be responsible for following up on 
aggressive driving and road rage incidents 
and hit and run crash investigations. The 
unit will contact registered vehicle owners, 
issuing criminal summons for offenders and 

will make arrests. The detectives will also 
review data from automated speed systems 
to assist with live enforcement targeting the 
most egregious speeds.

Over the coming months, the city hopes 
to add additional locations until the system 
has 10 devices in place. Locations for the 
speed cameras are identified using speed 
and injury data, as well as feedback from the 
community.

from Jan Sands: Congratulations to Bill and 
Sharon Heil on 60 years together!

from Arno Granados: The June 18 Sandia 
BMW track day.

THE RIDING CHALLENGE!

Karl Zuercher

Jack Dannenberg
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