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Baby Gets New Shoes
S ome tires  stay stick y until  the bit ter end — some ,  but not most.   in  my 

experience it’s a long slide into no-stick. Like the frog in the frying pan, you don’t notice 
how slippery things have become until you put some new shoes on.

Last week I traded my old Pilot Road rear and 
Pilot Power front for some new Bridgestone 
S22 sport tires. I had figured that the rear just 
kind of follows along behind the front, so if 
you had some sport up front it didn’t really 
matter what was in back. Wrong.

I had noticed some power sliding in the 
rear, which I chalked up to my awesome 
riding skills. But no, the tire was just wearing 
out. The Power was still doing a credible job 
up front, but I thought a pair of real sport tires 
might be a fun change.

And so they are! No more sliding through 
corners, whoopsies in a little gravel, or 
squiggles on the tar snakes. With all the 
twisty forest roads closed, it’s hard to find a 
place to really put them to the test. But it’s 
nice to be able to charge into a corner without 
a lot of drama. 

Hmmm, maybe my awesome skills are 
really just a good set of tires…

David Wilson, editor 
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FE ATU RE STORY
SLOVENIA, BOSNIA, CROATIA

by Jan Sands
Three of us from Albuquerque joined nine other riders for a May 
7-15 motorcycle ride through Slovenia, Bosnia and Croatia. We 
rode about 1,000 miles on tight, twisty roads with gorgeous 
scenery. At times, it was hard to admire the landscape due to 10-
20 mph curves.

Adriatic Moto Tours has top guides, and we had the best – Tomaz 
and Mitja. Sanjin was the van driver, our wine sommelier and 
knowledgeable tour guide about all three countries.   Our loop 
route took us through the mountains and along the coast and we 
had two ferry rides.

We flew in a few days early to get over jet-lag and I’m glad we 
did as our luggage with our riding gear didn’t arrive for two days. It finally arrived on the third day 
before our orientation meeting and a short ride around Ljubljana to get acquainted with our bikes. 
Our typical riding day started at 8 am with a coffee break around 10. Enroute we might stop at an 
overlook or historical place. Lunch was around 1 pm and the afternoon usually included a scenic 
stop along the way, arriving at the hotel around 5 pm.

One of the highlights on Day Two was visiting Plitvice Lakes National Park in Croatia. It is a 
UNESCO World Heritage site with 16 lakes and many beautiful waterfalls.

I found the long days were almost too packed 
with activities and it seemed like we were on the 
go constantly. Some of the hotels had beautiful 
balconies with stunning views, but we didn’t have 
time to relax before getting a quick shower and 

(Continued on page 3)

Slovenia, Bosnia,  
Croatia
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FE ATU RE STORY
SLOVENIA, BOSNIA, CROATIA

meeting the group for dinner. We had large, 
delicious meals. Breakfasts were elaborate 
buffets with eggs, cereal, fruit, yogurt, cheeses 
and sliced meats and a variety of breads.

All the bikes were brand new and in great 
condition. There were a few challenges with 
fellow riders of various skills. Three people had 

accidents with minor damage to themselves 
and the bikes. Others had close calls which 
made me nervous. I’m grateful I stayed in one 
piece and upright the whole time!

We enjoyed meeting fellow tour riders 
from Australia, Canada and the United 
Kingdom. There were four women riders and 
eight men riders on the twelve bikes. And of 

course, the guides said that we were best 
group they’ve ever had! Our only wish is to 
return to Slovenia for a self-guided, focused 
ride around that beautiful country. 

Thanks  to Don Hurst and Debbie Grady 
for joining me on this adventure.

(Continued from page 2)
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Where have you been up to lately?

FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

Dierk Haskin: April 30 trip to Abiquiu and Heron Lake.
Karl Zuercher: I checked out the wildfires up 
Porvenir Canyon, out 283 southwest of Vegas.

by Jan Sands: Great ride to Moun-
tainair with Victor Smart. Winds 
were a bit gusty on the ride back.

Robert Keen: The Ice Cream Ride!
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
TRAVELING LUNCH
Our June Lunch will be a ride to the well-
reviewed Boxcar Café in Chama in Chama, 
we’ll meet there at noon. Just for fun, the ride 
up and back could be done in two somewhat 
different routes. See the details on the 
Message Board. For those riding up (either 
route) with a group, meet at the south end 
of the Sandia Casino parking lot around 8:30 
am (see posted map on Forum and zoom in 
to the departure point to locate that part of 
the lot). Then the longer way group could 

leave about 8:40 am and the quicker route 
bunch leave at 9 am. CLICK THIS LINK TO 
RSVP and sign up for this event. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

MONDAY, JUNE 12
RALLY COMMITTEE, NEW DAY
Karl Zuercher, our new Rally Chair, is inviting 
club members to a special lunch meeting for 
those who want to volunteer for the Rally, 
especially on-site, September 9-11. We’ll 
gather for the lunch meeting at B2B Garden 
Brewery at Comanche and Wyoming from 
12:30 to about 2 pm. Details about this 
meeting volunteers to come soon. Go to 
the Forum to RSVP. Also you can contact 
Karl if you want to get involved right now at 
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 19
SMRI TRACK DAY
7 am to 4 pm at Sandia Speedway, sponsored 
by Sandia BMW. Go to https://smri-racing.
wildapricot.org for details. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Time to head south again, this time for brunch 

at 10 am on June 25th at the venerable El 
Camino Restaurant in Beautiful Downtown 
Socorro. To make it interesting, you might 
join others, meet at the Tramway and Central 
Smith’s parking lot and leave by 8 am to ride 
by way of I-40 and I-25 to Socorro. If you 
want, you can return by way of the east side of 
the Manzanos. Go to the Message Board for 
a detailed map of the alternate return route, 
a link to their menu, and to RSVP. Check the 
Message Board for the latest updates.

SUNDAY, JULY ?
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Traveling Breakfast later in July: Details to 
come. If you have a good suggestion nearby, 
please let RJ know: activities@loebmwr.org

SATURDAY, JULY 9
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, JULY 16
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, JULY 16
SMRI TRACK DAY
7 am to 4 pm at Sandia Speedway, sponsored 
by MotoAuthority. Go to https://smri-racing.
wildapricot.org for details. 

SUNDAY, JULY 10
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Brunch at Turtle Mountain Brewing Company-
North. This popular brew pub in Rio Rancho 
has a Sunday Brunch from 9 am to 2 pm. See 
the Message Board for details and to RSVP. 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 13
SMRI TRACK DAY
7 am to 4 pm at Sandia Speedway, sponsored 
by Motopia Motorcycles. Go to https://smri-
racing.wildapricot.org for details. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13
BIRTHDAY PARTY
by Jon Helm
Save the date when we’ll gather 
to celebrate the Club’s annual 
birthday picnic at the usual 
location, Oak Flats – Yucca 
Group Area. The event is 
open to paid club members, 
and we will be providing and 
cooking the protein for this 
event as well as providing cold 
soft drinks and water. We ask 
everyone to please bring a side 
dish to share. Details and RSVP 
reservations to come soon.

RIDE POSTPONED, 
NEW DATE
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, AUGUST 
26-28
CLOUDCROFT CAMP ‘N 
RIDE
Unfortunately we had to cancel 
our original June 3-5 Cloud-
croft Camp & Ride because 
the Forest Service closed our 
campground due to the current 
fire danger. However...we have 
rescheduled the event, Camp & 
Ride - Take 2. We will be at the 
same location, Lower Fir Group 
Campground and we have a 
new iVolunteer sign up area. If 
you are planning to attend this 

new event, RSVP HERE.
Most people arrive sometime Friday 

afternoon and when we have the code for 
the lock to the Lower Fir Campground, we’ll 
send it to those who RSVP so you can let 
yourself in – be sure to lock the gate behind you. 
Be sure only club members can access the 
camping ground. Tents and RVs of all kinds 
are welcome. Let me know if you’re coming in 

any type of RV so we can be sure there’ll be 
enough parking space for you.

We have had a breakfast burrito event 
Saturday morning and may have another one 
at this event. If you can volunteer to help out 
by contributing one of the items that typically 
make up a burrito (eggs, tortillas, salsa, etc.) 
please let me know about that. Send in all such 
communication to Webmaster@loebmwr.
org and we’ll coordinate more as we near the 
date of the event.

Motel/Hotel campers, make your 
reservations soon because that weekend is 
already getting full in town. More updates to 
come. Stay tuned.

NATIONAL EVENTS 

THURSDAY-SATURDAY, JUNE 16-18
BMW MOA NATIONAL RALLY
SPRINGFIELD, MO
Every BMW MOA Rally has been special 
for different reasons, but this year, we have 
both the opportunity and responsibility to 
celebrate the MOA’s golden anniversary. 
That’s right, 2022 marks the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of the BMW MOA! In 1972 
BMW produced only one basic motorcycle 
model: the Slash 5, so as a part of our Rally 
“Anniversary” activities, we have some very 
special things planned around Slash 5 bikes. 
We really, really encourage you to bring your 
/5 to the Springfield Rally! Go to https://
bmwmoaf.regfox.com/springfield to register.

6

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

https://loebmwr.ivolunteer.com/cloudcroft_camp_ride_aug_2022
https://bmwmoaf.regfox.com/springfield
https://bmwmoaf.regfox.com/springfield
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org 
 

RALLY CHAIR
Karl Zuercher
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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MARK SMITH MEMORIAL 
DONATIONS
For those who want to make a contribution 
in memory of Mark Smith, a long-time, very 
generous member of LOE BMW R, go to this 
link for Animal Humane New Mexico and 
select “In Memory of Person — Cat Card” (he 
loved kitties! But if you want a dog card, he 
probably wouldn’t have minded) and follow 
the instruction on the website.

EL PARASOL
by Karl Zuercher
It was a lonely ride to Los Alamos for the 
traveling breakfast at El Parasol. Outside the 
garage in my driveway, the ominous smell of 
wood smoke blew into my face as the bike 
was warming up, and me gearing up to keep 
warm with my winter coozie socks and extra 
layers under my jacket. Ahh, the blessing of 
heated grips once again proving their worth 
for “adventure” riding.

Not very many vehicles on the road even 

at the later leave time, perhaps drivers not 
sure if it was safe to venture outside yet or 
not. Yesterday’s winds had people scurrying 
for shelter and personally, the last I remember 
winds this fierce was in the early 1990’s and I 
lived close to the base of the tram where they 
recorded sustained winds of 90+ mph.

Heading up the hill to Los Alamos, I 
was accompanied by one other vehicle as I 
crossed the long forgotten D&RGW narrow 
gauge rail bed just across the Rio Grande 
where the remains of the Tea House still 
stand. I saw signs like, “No gas in the Mora 
area, plan accordingly,” and “NM 4 closed 
to Jemez Springs,” that one because of the 
new fire east of Jemez Falls. Seems like the 
wildfire season is starting earlier every year 
and this year is looking ominous so far.

I saw a GS when I got to Los Alamos, 
but none showed at El Parasol. I was the 
Lone Ranger of riders at the restaurant. The 
breakfast burrito was good with fresh green 
chili, and by 11:00 it was time to go. I thought 
I might as well bag another post office and 
a pic for the Riding Challenge. The Art Deco 
designed Los Alamos PO was the catalyst for 
me because I have always liked that style and 
since I have bagged most of the other PO’s in 
that part of the state, Villanueva was about 
the next closest and not that far from home, 
so off I went.

Headed back down the hill, the road drops 
about 1800 ft in altitude and gains about 8 or 

9 degrees of warmth by the time it crosses 
the river. The water level is definitely higher 
than just a couple of weeks ago. It is the same 
with the Pecos River which is running strong 
and creating some class 3 rapids at least!

Close to the reported Chupacabra sighting 
location, the yellow fuel light came on, 
normally no reason to panic. But headed back 
on the interstate into the teeth of the wind 
might be problematic. More problematic 
though was premium gas at the Blue Bus stop 
at Pecos River Station; at $8.19 per gallon for 
premium. “I don’t think so,” Pecos, NM was 
not that far and with “2 miles remaining,” on 
the dash, I got a shot of premium for only 
$5.09 per gallon! It sounds worse than it was 
because I had about a gallon remaining. So all 
in all, a rather mild “adventure ride,” and well 
worth the effort.

WILDFIRES
by Dierk Haskin
Leonard and I rode 518 today to see what the 
wildfires had wrought. The burned over areas 
started just east of Angostura, and continued 

through Mora and down to Sapello. It was a 
gorgeous day for a ride, but so heartbreaking 
to see the damage. The fires continue to burn…

1934 KJ Henderson.
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