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Life on the Road
T his issue is  about riding ,  r iding and riding .  a s  days feel  like  summer (even 

though it’s over a month away) the Club has been wearing out their tires sightseeing our 
beautiful state before it’s completely consumed in flames.

We have expanded our coverage of the riding 
challenges because, well, everybody has 
expanded their riding. Their is much dust in 
rear view mirrors on the Dirt Challenge, and 
more riders have joined the Riding Challenge 
even as the first group of intrepid sojourners 

have already completed their extensive tours 
of New Mexico Post Offices. 

There were rides to Villanueva, Mora, the 
Monzanos and even Texas. And all of that 
aren’t even calendar rides, which fill up much 
of the next few months with riding goodness. 

It’s not often I run out of room to report on 
everything the Club has been up to, but lately 
riding in the great Southwest has runneth 
over. I’m happy to share all this with you so 
you can ride along.

For myself, I plan to head out to the Grand 
Canyon to check out some rim roads in June. 
If my tires last, there will certainly be a report 
and plenty of pictures to come. Ride on!

David Wilson, editor 

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  

Land of Enchantment  
BMW Riders

BMW MOA Charter #123 BMW RA Charter #81

IN THIS ISSUE

FEATURE STORY 
BMW Montauk 2
Speed Enforcement Returns to the 505 
The Riding Challenge 3
The Dirt Challenge 
Where Have You Been Up To Lately? 4

LOE BMW R CALENDAR 5

LOE BMW R CLUB INFO 7

LOE BMW R NEWS 8
Riding Challenge 
Dirt Challenge 

To control this pdf file, press Escape to leave full-screen 
view. Use the Page Up and Page Down keys or click 
on the arrows in the lower corners to go to the next or 
previous page, or select a page number from the list at 
the bottom of the page.

1

http://www.bmwra.org
http://www.bmwmoa.org
http://www.bmwmoa.com
http://www.bmwra.org


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

The Legendary Shaft May 2022

2

FE ATU RE STORY
BMW MONTAUK

CATCH AND RELEASE
by Robert Keen
The word came from a fellow biker: A possible BMW project bike 
in Albuquerque! He wasn’t sure of the model, but he did have the 
contact information. That was enough incentive for me to follow 
through with a viewing agreement. I gathered Steve Mounce and 
Kent Christiensen, along with my daughter Maggie (provider of 
pickup and muscle power) and we descended upon the bike. And 
what it was, was: a 2004 non-running Montauk which had been 
under cover but outdoors for many years. The owner only put 
200 miles on the bike since acquiring it out of North Carolina in 
2007. His medical issues made the bike available and with a little 
negotiating, the bike was loaded in the pickup and relocated to 
the empty lift in the workshop.

The good news was that the bike was complete with all the 
necessary legal paperwork. While our dry climate is relatively 
kind to metal, it is not so favorable to soft materials such as 
rubber and plastic. Because of this, the usual suspects needed 
attention: tires, hoses, battery, fluids and filters, sparkplugs, and 
as a consequence of the “critter” activity, an alternator belt. It 
could have been worse as the four-legged visitors did not chomp 
down on any wiring.

A compression test revealed good numbers and then fresh gas 

was provided. Ignition, compression, fuel and we had “lift off”, or at least combustion with no 
suspicious sights or sounds. Hurray!

With all systems “go” and after completing the legal niceties, it only remained to engage in 
test rides. While I had ridden an R1200C when they were current in the early 2000’s (with a 
Motorsport handler always in view), this was a different experience. The bike was relatively 
heavy compared to my Yamaha XSR700 but once cruising speed was reached, the bike was 
enjoyable! It seemed to encourage a different attitude: slow down the experience and engage the 
laid-back, feet forward mindset. Not exactly my cup of tea but still, it obviously has its place in the 
motorcycle community. 

BIG BROTHER SPEED ENFORCEMENT RETURNS TO THE 505
Justin Schatz, https://abq.news/2022/04/mayor-keller-announces-automated-speed-enforcement-
program/?utm_medium=email
On April 14, Mayor Tim Keller announced that the city’s automated speed enforcement will start 
up again. Drivers will receive a warning for the first month until May 25, when the warnings will 
turn into $100 civil fines for speeders. The city claims that the new automated speed enforcement 
is data-driven and vastly improved from the former, unpopular red-light cameras.

“We have multiple systems that will be going live on April 25. We will have a few systems that 
will be issuing warnings in specific locations. And then, over the course of several months, we will 
add additional systems throughout the city,” Keller said at the press conference. “We will have 
portable and fixed systems. And what’s critical to understand is these aren’t vans … These are 
camera systems that are small and compact. You may or may not notice them.”

The city has used traffic data to identify “hot spots” of traffic fatalities and speed enforcement. 
Gibson has been an area of particular concern, with drivers regularly exceeding speeds of 100 mph. 
“With the help of automated speed enforcement, or as we also call them, speed safety cameras, 
we can curb speeding, influence better driver behavior and help create safer communities for 
everybody,” Albuquerque’s Vision Zero Coordinator Valeria Hermanson said. “In a perfect world, 
we wouldn’t issue a single citation as a result of the implementation of these new speed safety 
cameras. But with so many driving at excessive speeds, we believe the speed safety cameras will 
help Albuquerque reach its Vision Zero.”

Keller also emphasized that automated speed enforcement is not predatory and will only 
target excessive speeders. “If you’re not speeding excessively, you’re not going to get a ticket. So, 
let’s just be clear, this is for people who are explicitly breaking the law,” Mayor Keller said.

“We believe this system not only takes what has happened in Rio Rancho and Santa Fe to 
New Mexico towns that already have this, but it actually combines the best practices of both 
of those for both enforcement placement but also protection and civil rights and options and 
understanding where people are coming from,” Mayor Keller said.

Citations for speed by the automated speed enforcement will not go on record. According to 
the city, the program was developed and will continue to develop through an unbiased equity 
lens. The city has three automated speed enforcement installations around the city. Officials 
wouldn’t specify locations but said that two are already up and running on Gibson Blvd. and one 
on Montgomery Blvd.

The city will increase the number of installations based on traffic data collected in the next 
few months.

Maybe this will work? Why 
not just make your own plate 
and bypass DMV?

https://abq.news/2022/04/mayor-keller-announces-automated-speed-enforcement-program/?utm_medium=email
https://abq.news/2022/04/mayor-keller-announces-automated-speed-enforcement-program/?utm_medium=email
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FE ATU RE STORY
RIDING CHALLENGE

THE RIDING CHALLENGE
by Karl Zuercher
Was out searching for post offices on an 
absolutely cloudless blue sky day. Some nice 
looking post offices in such tiny little places. 
The one in Vallecitos in not labeled as such, 
but well worth the ride up to over 7500 feet 
to get there. I felt obliged to use the heated 
grips for the last few miles as it got below my 
limit of 59 degrees. I must be getting old.

I can remember riding that road only once 
before, back in the last century on a Honda 
V-45 Sabre that began a long love affair for me 
with their whole V-4 line. I don’t remember 
where I was headed, but I kept on going when 
the pavement ended into a deeply rutted 
forest service road that brought me out to 
real pavement at Hopewell Lake. I remember 
tipping over in those ruts at least twice at low 
speed. No harm, no foul as it was easy to right 
the bike because of the depth of the ruts. Had 

I rode my new acquisition, a Triumph Tiger, I 
could have done a redoux of that route and 
got some different post offices. Next time.

Back down hill to the turn off to El Rito, 
over the hump on a road that never gets old 
either, I picked this route to avoid as much 
wind as I could. It was supposed to be be 
windier south and east of my house, so north 
and west I went!

The whole ride was nothing but glorious 
scenery, with an obligatory stop at Abiquiu, 
still very pretty there, but the lake is now but, 
“a shallow of it’s former self.”

THE DIRT CHALLENGE
by Sandy Ballard
Amy and I got restless so we strapped a 
couple of sleeping bags on the back of the dirt 
bikes and headed out to the El Cabezon area. 
We gassed up in San Ysidro, rode out past the 
Ojito Wilderness and took Pipeline Road over 
to the Cabezon turnoff. We headed up the hill 
to Chivato Mesa to get the last one.

Up to that point the roads had been in very 
good shape but the higher we got up the side 
of the mesa the more things deteriorated. 
More and more ruts appeared, some of them 
pretty deep and at high angles across the 
road. When we got up on to the Mesa proper 
we found patches of snow and encountered 
a set of very deep, wet, muddy ruts. With 
maybe 3 or 4 miles to go to get to the last 
photo stop on the ride we turned around and 
headed back down the hill. No need to dump 
heavily laden dirt bikes in the mud. If you 
are planning on heading up on to the Mesa I 
would wait a month or two for things to dry 
out and maybe for a grader to head up there 
and flatten out the road a bit. This ride is the 
last one on the Dirt Challenge for a reason.

About halfway down the hill we found a 
beautiful campsite with fantastic views of 

Cabezon to the east and Bear’s Mouth to the 
west. It got a bit chilly when the sun went 
down but the situation was easily ameliorated 
by a roaring campfire and warming libations. 
In the morning, we woke up to probably 
the most beautiful sunrise I have ever seen. 
After a hot breakfast and plenty of coffee we 
headed out by way of San Luis to 550 and 
were home in time to watch the MotoGP 
races on the tele in the afternoon.

Let me put this out there: if you are doing 
any of the Dirt Challenge Rides and encounter 
conditions that make you uncomfortable, just 
turn around. If you make a valiant effort to 
complete a ride but don’t for any reason, talk 
to me (ridingchallenge@loebmwr.org), I’ll 
probably give you credit for the ride anyway. 
This is all about having fun, not getting hurt.
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Where have you been up to lately?

FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

by Dierk Haskin: March 5 ride to Villanueva State Park.

Dierk Haskin, Bob Boucher: Great ride that 
passed thru Mora.

Jan Sands: Don and I took a road trip to the 
Hill Country of Texas and also visited friends 
and family. Hard to find Texas Blue Bonnets as 
it’s so dry.Jon Helm: Dual Sport in the Monzano mountains.
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SUNDAY, MAY 8
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 6-8
ICE CREAM RIDE
This is our own little private rally for 
LOE BMW R members to kick back, relax, eat, 
ride some great pavement and dirt routes, 
and just enjoy fellowship with each other. This 
is another Ice Cream Ride on Mother’s Day 
weekend and we apologize, but this was the 

best date we could get with enough rooms 
available to accommodate our group.

As in past years, we’ll be staying at the Los 
Olmos Lodge which is now taking reservations, 
so don’t delay. Look at their website to see 
what cabins they have and then call them at 
(575) 539-2224 to make your reservation, for 
your preferred cabin. Rooms go fast so reserve 
soon! There are bunk rooms available if you 
want to share costs with others Please post 
information here if you have an extra bunk 
to share or if are looking for a bunk for the 
weekend. Camping is also permitted onsite at 
Los Olmos (call them for details) and there are 
two small campgrounds, Glenwood RV Park 
and the Bighorn campground (not sure of the 
prices), within K mile north of the Los Olmos.

Show up Friday (some show up Thursday 
too), Saturday we ride the infamous highway 
191, formerly known as the ‘Devils’ Highway 
666, from Morenci to Alpine, and then we 
head back home on Sunday. Depending on 
what routes you take to and from Glenwood, 
you can find some of the 2022 Riding 
Challenge spots along the way!

This event is open to members and guests, 
and the club will be providing a Friday and 
Saturday night meal to members.

Click this link to RSVP for the event using 
our iVolunteer application. so we have 
enough food for the Friday and Saturday night 
dinners, courtesy of the Club and Kerry, Los 
Olmos owner. For adult beverages, it’s BYOB!

You’ll be responsible for your meals the rest 
of the weekend. The Trading Post across from 
the Los Olmos has some “fast food” options 
available for purchase and the Alma Grill is 
located about 5 miles north of Glenwood for 
a sit down breakfast or lunch. The Trading 
Post does not have a liquor license so you’ll 
need to pick those items up prior to arriving 
in Glenwood. 

There are lots of dirt rides in the area and 
we usually have a few people who take on 

that challenge. The Mogollon ghost town is 
about 13 miles from Glenwood and another 
option is the Catwalk which is about 5 miles 
from Glenwood.

SATURDAY, MAY 14
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, MAY 21
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, MAY 22
DISTINGUISHED GENTLEMANS 
RIDE
by Dave Hartman
I would like you all to consider riding the 
Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride. It’s a charity 
ride that is focused on men’s health issues, 
primarily prostate and mental health. Formed 
in 2012 in Sydney, Australia, it was inspired by 
a photo of Don Draper of Mad Men astride a 
classic bike wearing his finest suit.

This is a worldwide event, happening the 
same day in Stockholm, Paris, San Francisco, 
Dallas, Lisbon, Shanghai, etc., so you will be 
part of a larger activity here in Albuquerque. 
Most likely we will meet at Rust is Gold 
Coffee Shop (on Eubank) at 8 am with 9:30 
kickstands up, we will head to the next 
location(s), all here in town. It isn’t much of a 
ride, it’s more of a social event where you will 
get to know new friends and bench race with 
old ones.

Vintage bikes and English motorcycle 
riding gear will be present, although it’s not 
at all a requirement. Just run what you brung. 
There is plenty of time to assemble your attire 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.
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in subsequent years. It’s all in the spirit of the 
fun and theme of the ride. 

Last year we ended up at a very nice Italian 
restaurant with a breezeway patio where they 
put out a nice spread of house made items, 
all provided by the restaurant. Great drinks 
were available plus a great time to talk with 
your fellow riders. Hope to see many LOE 
BMW R members at the ride.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 3-5
CLOUDCROFT CAMP ‘N 
RIDE
This is another great LOE BMW 
R weekend in the Sacramento 
Mountains just outside Cloud-
croft. There will be plenty of 
camping, but to aid us making 
plans, please RSVP as soon 
as you can. RSVP: https://
lo e bmwr. ivo lunte e r.com /
cloudcroft_camp_ride_2022

Caution, if you’re hoping to 
stay in a motel/hotel, make your 
reservations now. Because of 
the recent fires in the Ruidoso 
area, the route through that 
town to Cloudcroft may be 
affected so check for road 
closures, restrictions, etc. So far 
as we can tell our campground 
should still be open. Camping? 
No problem, there will be 
plenty of space.

Most people arrive some-
time Friday afternoon and when 
we have the code for the lock 
to the Lower Fir Campground, 
we’ll send it to those who RSVP 
so you can let yourself in – be 
sure to lock the gate behind you. 
Be sure only club members can 
access the camping ground. 
Tents and RVs of all kinds are 
welcome. Let me know if you’re 

coming in any type of RV so we can be sure 
there’ll be enough parking space for you. 

We have had a breakfast burrito event 
Saturday morning, so if you can volunteer 
to help out, let me know about that, 
too. Send in all such communication to 
Activities@loebmwr.org

Motel/Hotel campers, make your 
reservations soon because that weekend is 

already getting full in town. More updates to 
come. Stay tuned.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Time to head south again, this time for brunch 
at 10 am on June 25th at the venerable El 
Camino Restaurant in Beautiful Downtown 
Socorro. To make it interesting, you might 
join others, meet at the Tramway and Central 
Smith’s parking lot and leave by 8 am to ride 
by way of I-40 and I-25 to Socorro. If you 
want, you can return by way of the east side of 
the Manzanos. Go to the Message Board for 
a detailed map of the alternate return route, 
a link to their menu, and to RSVP. Check the 
Message Board for the latest updates.

NATIONAL EVENTS 

THURSDAY-SATURDAY, JUNE 16-18
BMW MOA NATIONAL RALLY
SPRINGFIELD, MO
Every BMW MOA Rally has been special 
for different reasons, but this year, we have 
both the opportunity and responsibility to 
celebrate the MOA’s golden anniversary. 
That’s right, 2022 marks the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of the BMW MOA! In 1972 
BMW produced only one basic motorcycle 
model: the Slash 5, so as a part of our Rally 
“Anniversary” activities, we have some very 
special things planned around Slash 5 bikes. 
We really, really encourage you to bring your 
/5 to the Springfield Rally! Go to https://
bmwmoaf.regfox.com/springfield to register.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

https://loebmwr.ivolunteer.com/cloudcroft_camp_ride_2022
https://loebmwr.ivolunteer.com/cloudcroft_camp_ride_2022
https://loebmwr.ivolunteer.com/cloudcroft_camp_ride_2022
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
https://bmwmoaf.regfox.com/springfield
https://bmwmoaf.regfox.com/springfield
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org 
 

RALLY CHAIR
Karl Zuercher
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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RIDING CHALLENGE
by Sandy Ballard
Three riders have completed the LOE BMW 
R Riding Challenge! Congratulations to John 
Dillon, Jefferey Foster and Jens Deichmann! 
They have visited all 52 of the post offices 
distributed around our lovely state and 
will receive fabulous prizes, as well as the 
accolades of their peers, at the Christmas 
Party in December. For those of you with 
a hankerin’ to share the glory, there is still 
plenty of time. You have until early November 
to get out there and find those post offices! 

Ride on!

Dot Weber

Jens 
Deichmann

Karl Zuercher

DIRT CHALLENGE
by Arno Granados
On something of a spur of the moment, I 
hopped on the GS and rode the Manzano 
422 and Capilla peak segments.Roads are in 
decent shape. High speed quads on FR422 
were a bit of a hazard near Red Canyon 
campground. 

I’d never been to Capilla peak before and 
was pleasantly surprised. The road isn’t too 
bad as dirt roads go. 

Dirt Challenge ride on!
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