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Godspeed Good Friend
W hen i joined the club in the mid-90’s one of my first friends was mark smith. 

He became one of my best friends in motorcycling and in life. He was no-nonsense, to 
the point, incredibly knowledgeable and super kind.

He was a consummate gearhead and spent 
endless hours noodling around with my bike, 
attempting to give me mechanical confidence 
that I could never grasp. I couldn’t have been 
a motorcyclist in my early New Mexico days 
without his help and mentorship. 

He was a master Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation instructor, and taught countless 
New Mexicans how to stay alive on our 
challenging roads. Along with his own 
mentor, TJ Carr, he had his hands in many 
club members’ bikes, improving them and 

keeping the roadworthy.
He had his own little club of mechanical 

nerds who liked nothing better than to get 
together and take bikes apart and put them 
back together. Sometimes I thought he would 
rather be in the garage working on machines 
than out on the road riding them.

He was always there to talk to, passionate 
and personable, and I knew that I could tell 
him anything about motorcycling or life. I 
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FE ATU RE STORY
MARK SMITH

remember dinners at his 
and Elissa’s house, kicking 
tires and having a good time 
with Mark and other club 
members that he allowed 
into his inner circle.

He was always there 
to help, whether you were 
in the club or just passing 
through and had bike 
trouble. He always had a 
hundred projects going 
on, compulsively busy and 

always curious about some new mechanical fact or idea he wanted to fiddle around with.
I remember his bumblebee GS and his R100, which he freely loaned to me while my bike was 

in little pieces in his garage. He would try to explain what he was working on – besides being a 
consummate mechanic he was a natural teacher – but I often had a hard time following him. I 
preferred to watch him work his magic, then go out and ride the wheels off of it.

I will miss him tremendously, and the Club has lost one of its core people with Mark.
David Wilson, editor 

MARK SMITH, IN MEMORIAM
On Saturday, March 5, 2022, Mark D. Smith, passed away after a six month battle with cancer. 
He was just short of his 67th birthday.

Mark was born in Redlands, California. Growing up he excelled in athletics, playing baseball 
in high school and while attending San Bernardino Valley College. He played football for NM 
Highlands University, and received his Undergraduate Degree in Political Science, History and 
Physical Education in 1981. He returned to Highlands for his Master’s Degree in General Special 
Education in 1986. After 30 years as a classroom teacher and adaptive PE coach at Grant Middle 
School, he retired from Albuquerque Public Schools.

An avid motorcyclist from the age of eight, Mark was an MSF Certified RiderCoach. For over 
30 years he instructed New Mexicans in the sport of motorcycling safely through the New Mexico 
Motorcycle Safety Program and the Harley Davidson “Academy of Motorcycling.” He enjoyed 
tinkering with motorcycles and spent much of his spare time helping fellow motorcyclists solve 
“bike” problems.

Mark met Elissa, the love of his life, on a blind date, and the two became soul mates and have 
been inseparable since. They led a simple life caring for others, and enjoying the company of their 
many rescued dogs and cats. He never missed a chance to lend a hand or offer up support. He 
was a strong and compassionate man who will be missed by many.

Mark was preceded in death by his parents Charley, and Doris, and is survived by his wife 
Elissa, and their 4-legged furry kids, his Uncle Jerry, several cousins, a brother in law, sister-in-
law, and four beautiful nieces.

The family wishes to acknowledge and thank our friends, David and Patty, Cathy and Steve, 
Tim and Donna, Gary, and Patty, who provided their support during this time.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a future date.

from Mark Winslow: Here are pictures from 
2005, showing Mark’s goodwill to his fellow 
riders. Neil from Shreveport LA broke down and 
the rescue began. Along with TJ Carr, Mark pulled 
and rebuilt his transmission to get him back on 
the road. It took awhile, 9 days as I recall, but they 
got it done. In later years, Neil’s parents came to 
Sipapu to personally thank Mark. 

MARK
SMITH
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FE ATU RE STORY
CHEESEBURGERS!

by Karl Zuercher
I’m not much of a beef eater these days, as I 
get older, I find it fills me up, and just isn’t as 
satisfying. I let that fact be known at the Hard 
Eight BBQ in Brady, TX one evening and several of my Texas 
riding friends responded with, “The Hell you say!?” Ever since 
then, when I want to ride in TX, I make sure I have enough gas to 
ride straight through the Panhandle, or farther south, I cross the 
border under cover of darkness, and avoid restaurants where 
other bikes are parked out front. You know it’s hard to find a 
place that serves a pulled pork sandwich there too. They must 
use Javelina or something.

But being from New Mexico, the best way to eat beef is still a 
Green Chili Cheese Burger. In September, the 2021 NM State Fair 
announced the winners of their annual Best Green Chili Burger in 

the state. After a lifetime addiction to green chili I still find it hard to pass up a good cheeseburger 
topped with the official state vegetable. So I decided to use the excuse to make a few rides out of 
the whole deal. When I heard about the club ride a few months ago to San Antonio to sample the 
new Buckhorn specialty, I couldn’t resist. And they were not even in the state fair competition!

When I left the house for that ride, it was 42 degrees, but this is the Land of Enchantment and 
as long is the sun is shining, its all good. Heated grips though, are one of the greatest inventions 
known to mankind and the motorcycling world. I got a late start, so I did not take my intended 
route to the south through Moriarty and Willard to US 60. Really a nice ride, but the super slab 
would have to do. I’ll take that route on the way back. Once in Socorro, I got off and took NM 1 to 
come in the back door to San Antonio, but even after stopping to tank up, I am still the first one 
to arrive. A good crowd showed up soon, maybe a baker’s dozen?

The burger was falling apart good, and bigger than the original owner, Manny, used to make. 
Service was good even though the restaurant was mostly full and a bit short staffed. No need for 
dinner that Saturday evening for me, I’m good ‘til at least Sunday afternoon! In the State Fair’s 
contest four were announced, so I thought I would just sample them all to see for myself.

Last May, on my way back from Tucson, I stopped down the road for a burger at the famous 
“Owl Bar & Grill,” the place that essentially put the GCCB on everyone’s social calendar. Not much 
has changed there over the years and the burgers are still good, but somewhat dated? When I 
left, I noticed the Buckhorn had easily twice as many cars parked in front.

While in ABQ last month, I rode to the High Point Grill, #2 on the state fair list, to try theirs and 
boy howdy was it good. The juiciest and tastiest burger I have had in a long time, with the green chili 
very flavorful. I thought I would take half of the big meal home, but didn’t want to take the chance 
of it spoiling on the way, so I ate the whole thing. The side dish of fries was almost worth the price 
of admission, but the ride up and down Coors on the west side though was far from, “scenic.”

I tried the Bobcat Bite burger, #3 on the list, in the newly remodeled location outside of Santa 
Fe on Old Las Vegas Hwy. They have a great outdoor space now on the backside of the building 
and the burgers are different than the old school ones from before. They claim the burger is 20% 
beef brisket. Pretty tasty for sure. The ride to and from there on a balmy early afternoon was 
very pleasant, but also only about 6 miles from the house. Very good, but something seemed 
to be missing.

This year’s winner of the state fair contest was the Oso Grill in Capitan. And after two attempts 
to ride down there, one was a Sunday and they were closed, the other, a friend couldn’t make it so 
we decided we’d wait and try Mike’s burgers in Belen. An honorable mention from the state fair. 
And nothing to write home about either. I’m told the Circle T in Belen makes a better burger, but 
they were not in the state fair competition.

It’s a good ride to the Oso in that part of Lincoln County NM. It’s Billy the kid country. It was 
19 degrees when I left the house to meet up for the ride to Capitan. In no time the temp gauge 
was up to 21 degrees so I figured if we get passed Clines Corners, we’ll be all right. Turned out to 
be a really nice couple of hours, and when we arrived at the restaurant, it was almost shirt sleeve 
weather. Good thing we got there early because we got a table right away and in no time at all, a 
line started to form outside. The burger was substantial and good with a branded logo in the bun, 
(cute touch) but to my surprise, they used deep fried green chili strips. No self-righteous chili 
purist would tolerate that sort of concoction, and I must say, I don’t think it was an enhancement 
of the enchantment, of the unofficial state meal.

So, 1350 miles or so later, for me, the High Point Grill is firmly the winner on this soiree, take a 
seat Blakes “Double Meat Itsa.” As I mentioned, the ride down Coors was the worst, and the ride 
to Capitan was the best, so 2nd place goes to the Oso Grill, and 3rd to Bobcat Bite. If I include 
the Buckhorn, which was not in the state fair competition, I would put it firmly in 2nd place, and 
move the others down. For me now, I’m full! So it’s back to tofu, and grilled watermelon burgers. 
Yes, it’s a real thing. Of course, your mileage may vary!

Jim Lightfoot adds: Good write up. Always up for a good GCCB. Here is an old list i have been 
working off of…although Blakes is not what i remember as a kid.…maybe my palate has improved, 
or maybe they don’t do them like they used to….

1. Blake’s Lotaburger - Statewide *
2. Owl Cafe - Albuquerque & San Antonio
3. Big Mike’s Grill - Belen
4. Sparky’s - Hatch *
5. Anaheim Jacks - Ruidoso

6. Mine Shaft Tavern - Madrid *
7. Buckhorn Tavern - San Antonio
8. Santa Fe Bite - Santa Fe *
9. El Farolito - El Rito
10. Rockin’ BZ Burgers - Alamogordo *

Cheeseburgers!  
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Where have you been up to lately?

FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

by Dierk Haskin: Sunday ride to White Rock and Los Alamos.

Andrew Sinclair: Amarillo for lunch at the Big Texan 
steak house.

by Jan Sands: Short ride with Don to The 
Range Cafe on this chilly, breezy March 13. 
We’re looking forward to warmer days and 
longer rides.

RJ Mirabal: If you haven’t heard already, 19 of 
us had a great time on the Magdalena ride to 
Tumbleweeds Diner this past Sunday! The food, 
weather, and comradery was perfect! Here’s the 
hungry but happy group!

by Maurice Moortgat: Beautiful Jemez 
Springs 240 mile loop on a snowy March 4.

by Jon 
Helm: I don’t 
remember if 
it was Ray or 
Beyant that 
said “ Great 
Weather Let’s 
RIDE” … sooo 
12 showed up 
for lunch in 
Pacos.
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 10
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
We’ll saddle up and head for the Mine Shaft 
Tavern in beautiful downtown Madrid, north 
on Hwy 14. The vittles and liquid refreshments 
will commence at 11:30 am so we can beat 
the hungry hordes. Times a’wasting, because 
the Mine Shaft is such a popular destination 
(have you ever passed through that village and 
not noticed the hordes of bikes and cars?) we 
only have room for 20 hungry riders. You can 
RSVP starting noon Tuesday, April 5th.  Those 
who want to ride with a group, meet at the 

Smith’s parking lot at the SE corner of Central 
and Tramway, 10:30 am with kickstands up at 
10:45 am. Enjoy the ride! Check the Message 
Board for the latest on the when and where.

SATURDAY, APRIL 9
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 16
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

SUNDAY, MAY 8
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 6-8
ICE CREAM RIDE
This is our own little private rally for 
LOE BMW R members to kick back, relax, eat, 
ride some great pavement and dirt routes, 
and just enjoy fellowship with each other. This 
is another Ice Cream Ride on Mother’s Day 
weekend and we apologize, but this was the 
best date we could get with enough rooms 
available to accommodate our group.

As in past years, we’ll be staying at the Los 
Olmos Lodge which is now taking reservations, 
so don’t delay. Look at their website to see 
what cabins they have and then call them at 
(575) 539-2224 to make your reservation, for 
your preferred cabin. Rooms go fast so reserve 
soon! There are bunk rooms available if you 

want to share costs with others Please post 
information here if you have an extra bunk 
to share or if are looking for a bunk for the 
weekend. Camping is also permitted onsite at 
Los Olmos (call them for details) and there are 
two small campgrounds, Glenwood RV Park 
and the Bighorn campground (not sure of the 
prices), within K mile north of the Los Olmos.

Show up Friday (some show up Thursday 
too), Saturday we ride the infamous highway 
191, formerly known as the ‘Devils’ Highway 
666, from Morenci to Alpine, and then we 
head back home on Sunday. Depending on 
what routes you take to and from Glenwood, 
you can find some of the 2022 Riding 
Challenge spots along the way!

This event is open to members and guests, 
and the club will be providing a Friday and 
Saturday night meal to members.

To make sure we have enough food for 
everyone please click this link to RSVP for the 
event using our iVolunteer application.

You’ll be responsible for your meals the rest 
of the weekend. The Trading Post across from 
the Los Olmos has some “fast food” options 
available for purchase and the Alma Grill is 
located about 5 miles north of Glenwood for 
a sit down breakfast or lunch. The Trading 
Post does not have a liquor license so you’ll 
need to pick those items up prior to arriving 
in Glenwood. 

There are lots of dirt rides in the area and 
we usually have a few people who take on 
that challenge. The Mogollon ghost town is 
about 13 miles from Glenwood and another 
option is the Catwalk which is about 5 miles 
from Glenwood.

SATURDAY, MAY 14
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.
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SATURDAY, MAY 21
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, MAY 22
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for 
the latest on the when and 
where.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 3-5
CLOUDCROFT CAMP ‘N 
RIDE
Plans are being finalized now 
so the RSVP feature and more 
details to come soon. Watch 
for it on the Message Board 
and check your next Club 
Email Blast. Caution, if you’re 
hoping to stay in a motel/
hotel, make your reservations 
now for that weekend. A lot of 
people (especially our Texans 
neighbors) have high hopes 
for a New Mexico weekend in 
Cloudcroft and rooms are going 
fast! Camping? No problem, 
there will be plenty of space.

NATIONAL EVENTS 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 1-3
HILL COUNTRY 
HANGOUT
KERRVILLE, TX
Sponsored by the San Antonio 
BMW Riders Association. The 
rally site is on the hill side of the 
park. The rally camping will be 

in the Fawn Hide-a-Way loop; dining hall and 
mini-cabins in the Midway Mini-Cabin loop. 

Rally fee of $40 includes 2 nights tent 
camping, Friday and Saturday night dinner, 
poker run (with additional $5 entry fee) 
on Saturday, and door prizes and awards 
Saturday night. In addition, you are situated 
in the middle of some of the best riding in 
Central Texas, just minutes from Hwy 16 and 

the Three Sisters.
For more information or to register go to 

our website, https://www.sabmwra.org/
hch2022. General questions can be directed 
to Mike Makowski (makowski.michael@gmail.
com) or Bill Edwards (edwardsw@gvtc.com).

Advanced registration of $40 ends March 
25th. Registration after that time is onsite only 
and is $50 at the gate, cash or check only. We 
look forward to seeing you in Kerrville! The 
Hill Country Hangout 2022 rally is a rain or 
shine event.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 8-10
MOTOGP RED BULL GRAND PRIX 
OF THE AMERICAS, AUSTIN, TX 
Springtime in Austin means one thing:   
MotoGP. Now firmly established as one of 

the most thrilling race experiences of the year, 
the only North American round of the world’s 
premier motorcycle racing championship 
lands at Circuit of The Americas on April 
8-10, 2022!

Austin’s long-standing motorcycle 
heritage coupled with  COTA’s cutting edge 
racing facility ensures that audiences can 
expect a jam-packed weekend of world class 
two-wheeled excitement on-track alongside 
an incredible schedule of off-track activations. 
Don’t miss out on MotoGP’s signature brand 
of star-spangled motorcycle racing and the 
world’s greatest motorcycle riders in the 
world during  an unforgettable weekend like 
no other!

6

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org 
 

RALLY CHAIR
Karl Zuercher
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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THE RIDING CHALLENGE
by Jeff Foster
I went for a little ride starting last Sunday 
along with Jack Dannenberg and John Dillon. 
We found 5 POs on Sunday, 4 on Monday, 
and 4 more on Tuesday. Jack deserted us 
on Monday in Alamogordo while John and I 
stayed in Ruidoso Monday night in order to 
pickup OroGrande and 4 more on Tuesday.

Jeff Foster, Hillsboro

Jack Dannenberg, Oro Grande

SPANISH PEAKS INN & RV PARK 
from Kent Christenson
We are approximately 30 minutes Northwest 
of Trinidad outside of Aguilar, Colorado. The 
new name will be Spanish Peaks Bar and Grill 
and Spanish Peaks Motocamp and RV Park, 
the website is coming soon. As of now I don’t 
have anything other than a cool place to stop 
and get something to eat and drink, however 
I will be building a shop with showers, 
restrooms, a space to perform minor repairs, 

tent camping and small cabins.
We gambled everything on this and will do 

whatever it takes to make it happen. There 
will be safe storage for your truck and trailer 
if you want to haul your toys here leave them 
and go ride the Rocky Mountains. 

Please keep us in mind and share with your 
friends. Having a motorcycle/off road type 
business has been a dream of mine and I bet 
the farm on this. I appreciate any support. 

QUEBRADAS BACKCOUNTRY 
BYWAY
by Sandy Ballard
Amy and I rode the Quebradas Backcountry 
Byway the first weekend of March and 
camped out off the road along the way. Great 

ride! The road is in great shape. We camped 
out in the middle of nowhere with a great 
view of the Rio Grande Valley to the west.
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