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Riding is Such a Challenge

T

here are so many post offices in new mexico! and even more dirt roads!
This year the Club has the chance to see all (of the Post Offices) and many of the best
(dirt roads) as listed by our professional route planners.

A dedicated group has been out hunting
down both lists of destinations, and now that
Spring has sprung it’s time for everybody else
to get in on the action. You can go straight to
page 8 for the lowdown on how to start your
New Mexico journey.

Of course, if that’s not enough riding for
you, or if you prefer something of a different
flavor, our calendar is filling up with Ride to
Eat events. Those always bring out the roadhungry riders, and provide a filling pit stop in
the middle of a day’s riding. If eating is more
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your speed, check out our coverage of last
month’s Progressive Breakfast, the Club’s
always-spectacular gustatory kick-off to the
year’s riding (and eating).
If New Mexico is too limited, check out
the dirt in Arizona on the next page, or the
national motorcycling events at the end of
the calendar. Now is the time to be out on the
road, there’s something for everybody!
David Wilson, editor
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Arizona BDR

SECTIONS 1-3

W

by Andy Sinclair
ith a generous amount of leave to use in December, I decided to head to the Copper
State to check out some the Arizona Backcountry Discovery Route. I had in mind that
Sections 1-3, starting in the southern part of the state, might be weather appropriate
for this time of year. I ended up riding exactly that, over a four-day trip out of Albuquerque.
Leaving town on Saturday, 11 December, it was really cold, not fully warming up until I reached
Hatch. By the time I reached Douglas, AZ, the sun was going down, so I stopped for the night
there. On Sunday, 12 December, I rode Section 1 of the BDR. The route starts in Coronado National
Monument, which is beautiful. It then continues into Coronado National Forest, which is pretty
grassland, headed down to the Mexico border. A short stretch riding right next to the international
border was a dramatic highlight of the trip.
Continuing north, the route does a loop north of highway 82. This loop can be divided by the
ALT AZ1 EASY section. On the AZBDR map, the reason described for the easy alternate route is
to avoid deep sand on the main route. I didn’t encounter any significant deep sand on the main
route. But this stretch was the toughest riding on my trip: rocky twotrack, more of an OHV trail
than any sort of “road”. I made it to Benson, the end of Section 1, by mid-afternoon. So, I shot over
to check out Tombstone, before returning to Benson for the night.
On Monday, 13 December, I continued on Section 2. This section can be divided into three
segments. Benson to Mammoth is a cruise on a dirt superhighway (to borrow an excellent
phrase from Sandy Ballard). Mammoth to Winkelman is much more technical with a little bit

of everything: a narrow twisting path with some sand & rocks. Winkelman to Globe is a great,
paved mountain road.
I made it to Globe around noon. So decided to press on, starting Section 3. The AZBDR map
describes the riding on this section as “some of the most difficult on the trip”. It’s funny, because
none of it is really all that hard. But I like the description on the map as “relentlessly rocky”,
because it just stays rocky! Though beautiful scenery. I finally made it to Young, AZ around 5 pm,
with time to set up camp in the national forest land outside of town before it got dark.
Sunday and Monday were terrific weather: cold mornings, but sunny and warming up quickly.
On Tuesday, 14 December, finishing up Section 3 to highway 260, it was like someone had flipped
a switch! Winter had arrived: thick fog and lots of snow on the ground. This strengthened my
suspicion that winter is not the right time of year to try the northern half of the Arizona BDR. So
instead, I headed for Albuquerque, arriving in the afternoon.
One general observation, the towns along and around the BDR are surprisingly well developed,
at least according to my New Mexico calibration. They’re real towns, not just wide spots in the
road, with gas stations and restaurants, and often hotels and grocery stores. An exception to this
is Young; there’s not much at all in Young.
Overall, it was a great trip that I’d definitely recommend. Saw an awesome variety of scenery:
grassland, saguaro-covered hillsides, chaparral mountains, tall pines, and even some aspen. Also
saw a lot wildlife, spotting Coues deer, mule deer, elk, coyotes, javelina, and quail. And had some
great food! I’ll be looking forward to a chance to go back to complete sections 4-6.
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The Progressive

T

Breakfast

words and photos (this page) by David Wilson, photos next page by Jan Sands
he magic continued! February 13 dawned clear and pretty cold, but not too cold to
ride! About 50 Club members headed out on the annual Riding Season opener, the
Progressive Breakfast. We headed up North 14 to Mo & Cathy Moortgat’s beautiful
Sandia Park spread for coffee and sweets. The second stop was Rob Hare’s scenic
Sandia Foothills home for all the breakfast burritos that fit, then finished off in Corrales
at Tom & Liza Volkmann’s for some gourmet charcuterie. Much coffee was consumed,
much motorcycling was discussed, and many club decisions were made at the meeting
at the end of the event. All that’s left now is to get out and ride, it’s officially the Season!

(Continued on page 4)
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

SATURDAY, MARCH 12

SUNDAY, APRIL 17

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

SATURDAY, MARCH 19

ICE CREAM RIDE

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, MARCH 12

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

The plan is to arrive at Mustang Diner at 9:30
am. Some of you may want to ride together
and the usual launch point in Albuquerque
is at the Smith’s parking lot at Central and
Tramway SE. If so, meet there around 8:15 with
kickstands up at 8:30. Check out their menu,
please RSVP here, and see other details on
the Forum.

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, MARCH 27

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Time to travel a little farther south for a
belly busting Brunch Rendezvous at the
Tumbleweeds Cafe in Magdalena. Details
will be available soon because their opening
times vary. Until then, get your tastebuds
stirred up looking at their menu here. Check
the Message Board for the latest on the when
and where.
SUNDAY, APRIL 3

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, APRIL 9

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, APRIL 16

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
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FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 6-8
This is our own little private rally for
LOE BMW R members to kick back, relax, eat,
ride some great pavement and dirt routes,
and just enjoy fellowship with each other. This
is another Ice Cream Ride on Mother’s Day
weekend and we apologize, but this was the
best date we could get with enough rooms
available to accommodate our group.
As in past years, we’ll be staying at
the Los Olmos Lodge which is now taking
reservations, so don’t delay. Look at their
website to see what cabins they have and
then call them at (575) 539-2224 to make
your reservation, for your preferred cabin.
Rooms go fast so reserve soon! There are
bunk rooms available if you want to share
costs with others Please post information
here if you have an extra bunk to share or
if are looking for a bunk for the weekend.
Camping is also permitted onsite at Los
Olmos (call them for details) and there are
two small campgrounds, Glenwood RV Park
and the Bighorn campground (not sure of
the prices), within K mile north of the Los
Olmos.
Show up Friday (some show up Thursday
too), Saturday we ride the infamous highway
191, formerly known as the ‘Devils’ Highway
666, from Morenci to Alpine, and then we
head back home on Sunday. Depending on
what routes you take to and from Glenwood,
you can find some of the 2022 Riding
Challenge spots along the way!
This event is open to members and guests,
and the club will be providing a Friday and
Saturday night meal to members.
(Continued on page 6)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
March 2022
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The Trading Post does not have
a liquor license so you’ll need
to pick those items up prior to
arriving in Glenwood.
There are lots of dirt rides in
the area and we usually have
a few people who take on that
challenge. The Mogollon ghost
town is about 13 miles from
Glenwood and another option
is the Catwalk which is about 5
miles from Glenwood.

NATIONAL EVENTS

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

THURSDAY-SATURDAY,
MARCH 3-12

DAYTONA BIKE WEEK
DAYTONA BEACH, FL

To make sure we have enough food for
everyone please click this link to RSVP for the
event using our iVolunteer application.
You’ll be responsible for your meals
the rest of the weekend. The Trading Post
across from the Los Olmos has some “fast
food” options available for purchase and the
Alma Grill is located about 5 miles north of
Glenwood for a sit down breakfast or lunch.

The world’s largest motorcycle
event! Daytona Beach has hardpacked sand where driving is
permitted in designated areas.
Near the boardwalk’s rides
and arcades, Daytona Beach
Bandshell stages free summer
concerts. Steps from the beach,
Daytona Lagoon water park
offers go-karts, laser tag, and
waterslides.
There’s no shortage of
entertainment options, from
bands on outdoor stages to
opportunities for solitary
excursions
on
beachside
highways or shopping for everything
from leather jackets to high-performance
suspension systems.
Everything from T-shirts to custom exhaust
systems will be offered by vendors spread
throughout the county from Main Street in
Daytona Beach to Daytona International
Speedway to Ormond Beach hot spots at
the Iron Horse Saloon on U.S. Highway 1 and

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

Destination Daytona at Interstate 95 and
U.S. 1.
https://officialbikeweek.com.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 1-3

HILL COUNTRY HANGOUT
KERRVILLE, TX

Sponsored by the San Antonio BMW Riders
Association. The rally site is on the hill side
of the park. The rally camping will be in the
Fawn Hide-a-Way loop; dining hall and minicabins in the Midway Mini-Cabin loop.
Rally fee of $40 includes 2 nights tent
camping, Friday and Saturday night dinner,
poker run (with additional $5 entry fee)
on Saturday, and door prizes and awards
Saturday night. In addition, you are situated
in the middle of some of the best riding in

The Legendary Shaft

�

Central Texas, just minutes from Hwy 16 and
the Three Sisters.
For more information or to register go to
our website, https://www.sabmwra.org/
hch2022. General questions can be directed
to Mike Makowski (makowski.michael@
gmail.com) or Bill Edwards (edwardsw@gvtc.
com).
Advanced registration of $40 ends March
25th. Registration after that time is onsite only
and is $50 at the gate, cash or check only. We
look forward to seeing you in Kerrville! The
Hill Country Hangout 2022 rally is a rain or
shine event.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org

SECRETARY
Jan Sands
secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.loebmwr.org
or contact membership@loebmwr.org
BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie
•
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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www.ocdcustomcycles.com

March 2022

1

2

3

4

5

6 7

8

�

day even though it was in the vicinity. Hated
to not get it at the same time but had a great
ride and saw some new country going up to
Guadalupita.

LOE
B

THE RIDING CHALLENGE

by Jeff Foster
I went for a little ride starting last Sunday
along with Jack Dannenberg and John Dillon.
We found 5 POs on Sunday, 4 on Monday,
and 4 more on Tuesday. Jack deserted us
on Monday in Alamogordo while John and I
stayed in Ruidoso Monday night in order to
pickup OroGrande and 4 more on Tuesday.

G
HA
LLEN

ng
Rides
Weird
Pces

by Jack Dannenberg
by Dot Weber
Alright, Sandy, new shoes,
chain, and sprockets!
Let’s do this! Bring on
the mighty 2022 Riding
Challenge!

DIRT RIDING
CHALLENGE!

by Sandy Ballard, Riding Challenge Coordinator
This year the club is hosting a Dirt Riding
Challenge in addition to, and separate from, the
pavement-oriented regular Riding Challenge.
The Dirt Challenge involves 14 rides spread out
all over New Mexico. They are mostly relatively
easy rides and are listed below more or less in
approximate order of increasing difficulty. If at
any time while you are riding these routes you
become uncomfortable with the difficulty of
the ride, you should turn around. Don’t do any
of these rides in wet conditions because lots
of them will get super hard super quick if the
roads get wet.
To claim credit for each ride, you must
complete the entire route and take some
photos of you, your bike and some sign or
feature along the route. Send your photos
to ridingchallenge@loebmwr.org before
midnight Sunday November 6 (the day

by Jens Deichmann
Hi Sandy, just added 4 more. Montezuma,
Ocate, Guadalupita and Rociada. The Rainsville PO is a bit of a challenge. When I think
I found the way I encountered a road that
looked pretty muddy and icy and since it was
getting close to dark I decided to wait another
The Legendary Shaft
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that daylight savings time ends).
Winners will be recognized at the
club Christmas Party in December.
You must be a club member to win.
You can join at https://loebmwr.
org/JoinRenew.aspx. This is not a
race! Everyone who completes all
of the rides will share the glory and
receive a prize. Folks who complete
a substantial number of the rides will receive
an honorable mention.
For all the dirty detail go to https://loebmwr.
org /forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=5388
then start riding!
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