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Motorcycle, or Vaccuum Cleaner?
A motorcycle industry blog i  follow makes the argument that electric  

vehicles are more appliances than transportation. His admittedly biased opinion is that 
internal combustion has so many variants that every company can sell it’s own version.

But electric vehicles are basically all the 
same, with the only difference being the 
size of their batteries and the design of their 
chassis. He also thinks that motorcycles 
won’t be viable electric transportation for 
several years, until battery technology makes 

the small size and weight required by two 
wheeled transportation more possible. There 
will be electric motorcycles, but they will be 
more in the commuter/scooter category than 
motorcycling as us in the sport and touring 
worlds are familiar with.

Personally, though I dearly love the howl of 
my bike when the power comes on, I also am 
enticed by the raw torque of an electric motor, 
quiet as it is. The only cars costing less than 
six digits that can outperform my bike are 
electric, and I would certainly be interested in 
what a motorcycle could do with that power.

Would multi-g acceleration compensate 
for the bland silence of an appliance-like 
motor? I’d like to find out! David Wilson, editor 
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The forecast was for warm, cold, rain, snow, and lots of fall colors. We weren’t disappointed as 
we experienced everything forecasted for our 2022 annual Durango fall color trip September 
30th through October 2nd. This year were some of the best colors I think I’ve seen during all the 
past years we’ve done this trip.

Our headquarters was the usual Durango Siesta Motel located at the north end of town where 
we spent the afternoons and evenings sharing stories with friends. Friday evening the club paid 
for a great variety of pizzas which the participants accompanied with their favorite beverages.

The Saturday weather forecast was for cold temperatures and precipitation. We awoke to 
reasonable temps with light sprinkles. The rain stopped before we left for the ride north to 
Silverton but restarted about 10 miles into our ride, and it was heavier than what we initially 
experienced at the hotel. Fortunately, the rain didn’t last very long and we were soon presented 
with beautiful views of rainbow colored mountain sides contrasting with snow covered peaks and 
wisps of clouds spanning the canyons – gorgeous!

The route from Silverton to Ouray was equally colorful but we experienced temps as low as 
40 degrees on the passes as well as remnants of snow along the edge of the road. The sun came 
out and the temp went up as we wound our way down to Ouray where we made a stop for a brief 
rest, and some stopped for a late breakfast / early lunch. We then continued our way to Telluride.

Telluride, while being a cool ‘little’ town, was also a crowded little town (as usual). The colors 
of the trees were spectacular with glimpses of the snow-covered ski runs in the distance. The 
route from Telluride to Dolores took us over some higher elevations again with temps down to 
40 degrees and steady rain for over 30 minutes. Fortunately, the roads weren’t icy and traffic 
was minimal, the rain eventually stopped, the sun came out and the temps warmed up a bit. The 
further south you travel towards Dolores the less tress and colors you see but the ride still takes 
you through some striking scenery.

The ride from Dolores back to the Siesta Motel was relatively warm, sunny and uneventful. 
After arriving at the motel, changing out of our wet weather gear and warming up a bit, members 
started congregating in the motel parking lot and sharing stories of their day. Saturday night 
found most of us at the Serious Texas BBQ for dinner followed by a return to the motel, sitting 
outside and enjoying the evening with friends and beverages.

Sunday’s weather forecast was for rain. It rained throughout most of night and briefly stopped 
around 8:30. Most of us experienced some amount of rain on our trip home but at least the 
temps were warmer than what we rode through the previous day.

This was another great trip spending time with old and new friends and experiencing the 
wonder of nature. Hoping we see you next year to enjoy the colors and your comradery.
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FE ATU RE STORY
DURANGO COLORS RIDE

Durango Fall Color Trip
by Terry Rowley
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FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

Where have you been up to lately?

by Jan Sands: Here’s a couple of photos from October’s lunch ride. 
Left to right: Rob, Jan and Karl. Below: Don. Gary Cade and Loch 
Page were there as well.

by Dierk Haskin: October ride 
through Villanueva and then south.

by Maurice Moortgat: 
October 29 at Valle 
Caldera in the Jemez.
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THE MOST INCREDIBLE ENDING 
TO THE MOST INCREDIBLE 
RIDING CHALLENGE EVER IN 
HISTORY
The 2022 Riding Challenge is now history. 
All that’s left is the glory and fabulous prizes 
for those rare few who have braved endless 
New Mexico roads in search of the ever-
elusive Post Offices throughout the Land of 
Enchantment.

Make a point to attend this month’s season-
ending Christmas Party to finish off the year 
in hedonistic bowling alley food style, and get 
a chance to meet those who will go down in 
history as this year’s finishers of Long Rides 
to Weird Places.

Then get some new rubber on your 
machine and prepare for your own ride down 
the red carpet to stardom at next year’s 
Riding Challenge!

Fred Morley

James Lightfoot

Karl 
Zuercher

Jack 
Dannenberg
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FE ATU RE STORY
RIDING CHALLENG WRAPUP
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 
ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

NATIONAL EVENTS 

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JANUARY 12-15, 
2023
BMW NEF 40TH WINTER RALLY
LIVE OAK, FL 
At the Camp Weed & Cerveny Conference 
Center, 11057 Camp Weed Pl, Live Oak, 
FL 32060. Camping, Showers, Camp Fire, 
Limited RV hookups, Some motel rooms 
available onsite, Many motels within 15 miles, 
Door Prizes, Seminars and Speakers. Fishing, 
Kayaking. Shuttle Caboose from camping 
area to rally central. Beautiful riding in North 
Florida – Self guided and tour guided rides, 
Catered meals available at the conference 
center Friday evening, Saturday morning and 
evening. Contact James Allen, Rally Chair at 
386-867-1017.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MARCH 3-12, 2023
DAYTONA BIKE WEEK
DAYTONA BEACH, FL 
The World’s Largest Motorcycle Event®! 
Daytona Beach is a city on Florida’s Atlantic 
coast. It’s known for Daytona International 
Speedway, which hosts February’s iconic 
Daytona 500 NASCAR race. The beach has 
hard-packed sand where driving is permitted 
in designated areas. Near the boardwalk’s 
rides and arcades, Daytona Beach Bandshell 
stages free summer concerts. Steps from the 
beach, Daytona Lagoon water park offers go-
karts, laser tag, and waterslides. There will be 
tons of Harleys. BMW will have their demo 
truck, and no doubt lots of R18 cruisers. Go to 
https://officialbikeweek.com for information.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY,  
JUNE 8-11, 2023
50TH ANNUAL BMW MOA 
NATIONAL RALLY
DOSWELL, VA 
Please make plans to join us for the 
celebration of our 50th National! We’ll be 
at the The Meadow Event Park, 13191 Dawn 
Blvd, Doswell, Virginia  23047. 

Check  https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/
EventDetails.aspx?id=1651634&group= or 
contact Ray Tubbs, ray@bmwmoa.org for 
more details as we get closer to the event 
date.

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.
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THE NEW BMW R1250RS 
For more than 40 years, “RS” has stood for 
sports touring par excellence with the boxer 
engine. The R1250RS is now even more 
innovative and sophisticated and delivers the 
ultimate sporty, dynamic touring experience.

The legendary 2-cylinder boxer engine 
provides powerful propulsion. Thanks to BMW 
ShiftCam technology for varying valve timing 

and valve lift on the intake side, it 
delivers beefy power across the 
entire speed range, extremely 
smooth and quiet running and 
outstanding fuel consumption 
and emission values.

The standard Automatic 
Stability Control DTC ensures 
a high level of riding safety due 
to excellent traction. The new 
standard “ECO” riding mode 
helps the rider to travel as fuel-
efficiently as possible.

The R1250RS Adventure can 
be equipped with the “Pro riding 
modes” option as optional 
equipment. Among other 
things, it provides additional, 
individually configurable riding 
modes. By using the riding 
mode preselection function.

The R1250RS is equipped 
with a TFT colour display featur-
ing integrated arrow navigation 
and extensive connectivity. 
The rider can choose between 
customised screen displays for 
various purposes. This also in-
cludes the “Sport” Core Screen, 
which provides real-time infor-
mation about the current and 
maximum lean angle as well as 
control interventions – such as 
ABS Pro or DTC. 

The R1250RS offers two 
different sockets as standard. The previous 12-
volt on-board power socket plus an additional 
USB-A socket with a 5-volt power supply. This 
most widely used type of USB socket with 
newly developed charging electronics allows 
you to charge a smartphone while riding by 
connecting a cable adapter. 

A seat heating system as an option also 
increases comfort when temperatures are low. 

Heated seats are available in combination 
with two individual seats and are offered 
in combination with heated grips. 

Icegrey non-metallic in conjunction 
with a black frame is the base color. Sport 
model variant: Light white non-metallic/
Racing blue metallic/Racing red body 
finish, Light white non-metallic frame, 
gold front/rear brake callipers gold, blue 
front spoiler.

Triple Black model variant: Black storm 
metallic body colour, agate grey frame, 
gold front/rear brake callipers, stainless 
steel engine spoiler, Pure tank trim.

The new solo rear option replaces the 
pillion with a painted plastic cover and the 
pillion footrests and pillion handles are 
removed.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
RJ Mirabal
activities@loebmwr.org 
 

RALLY CHAIR
Karl Zuercher
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

The Legendary Shaft	 December	2022

DRIVERS ARE STILL GOING OVER 
THE SPEED LIMIT
by D’Val Westphal, Journal Road Warrior, 
October 24
Back in May, when the city of Albuquerque 
decided to place cameras on roadways prone 
to speeders, the goal was to slow everybody 
down. But the latest numbers, four months 
into the Automated Speed Enforcement 
program, reveal we’ve got a lot of miles per 
hour to go.

FIRST, SOME CONTEXT:
In the first few weeks of the program, May 25 
through June 13, the inaugural three cameras 
recorded:

• 55,388 vehicles traveling 11-plus mph 
over on eastbound Gibson (15 going 60-plus 
mph over);

• 40,615 vehicles traveling 11-plus mph 
over on westbound Gibson (five going 60-
plus mph over);

• And 14,500 vehicles traveling 11-plus 
mph over on westbound Montgomery (four 
going 60-plus mph over).

The posted speed by all three cameras is 
40 mph, meaning drivers were topping 100 
mph. The high speeds in late May/early June 
were 131 mph on westbound Montgomery, 
119 mph on eastbound Gibson, 107 mph on 
westbound Gibson, 90 mph on northbound 
Unser, 77 mph on eastbound Coal and 70 
mph on westbound Lead. At that time both 
civil citations and warnings were being issued 
to violators, who could pay the $100 fine or 
sign up for four hours of community service.

Now only citations are issued.
Earlier this month the Albuquerque Police 

Department said data showed a drop in 
speeders on Gibson near San Mateo – a 70% 
decline in drivers going more than 20 mph 
over the speed limit, a 50% drop in those 

going 10 mph over and a decrease of 4 to 5 
mph in the average speed there.

But the numbers show Albuquerque 
drivers are keeping those cameras busy. It’s 
important to point out the latest information 
is for a full month and 10 cameras, so it’s not 
an apples-to-apples comparison.

But it’s clear some folks have not gotten 
the message. According to Scott Cilke with 
Albuquerque’s Department of Municipal 
Development, there were:

• 96,033 vehicles going 11-plus mph over 
the posted 40 mph on eastbound Gibson 
(338 going 40-plus mph over);

• 81,252 vehicles going 11-plus mph over 
the posted 40 mph on westbound Gibson 
(160 going 40-plus mph over);

• 19,832 vehicles going 11-plus mph over the 
posted 40 mph on westbound Montgomery 
(33 going 40-plus mph over);

• 50,987 vehicles going 11-plus mph over 
the posted 40 mph on northbound Unser (85 
going 40-plus mph over);

• 6,342 vehicles going 11-plus mph over the 
posted 30 mph on eastbound Coal (33 going 
40-plus mph over);

• 2,525 vehicles going 11-plus mph over 
the posted 30 mph on westbound Lead (one 
going 40-plus over);

• 19,607 vehicles going 11-plus over the 
posted 35 mph on westbound Central (61 
going 40-plus mph over);

• 4,939 vehicles going 11-plus over the 
posted 40 mph on westbound Lomas (11 
going 40-plus over);

• 93,533 vehicles going 11-plus over the 
posted 40 mph on northbound Unser (152 
going 40-plus over);

• 28,947 vehicles traveling 11-plus over the 
posted 40 mph on southbound San Mateo 
(21 vehicles going 40-plus over).

Not only are tens of thousands of drivers 
going more than 11 mph over the posted speed 
limits in one month, but the top speeds are 

high as well. Cameras clocked drivers going 
150 mph on eastbound Gibson, 133 mph on 
westbound Gibson, 131 mph on westbound 
Montgomery, 116 mph on northbound 
Unser, 95 mph on eastbound Coal, 70 mph 
on westbound Lead, 96 mph on westbound 
Central, 96 mph on westbound Lomas, 
104 on northbound Unser and 99 mph on 
southbound San Mateo.

WHERE THE CAMERAS ARE
Cilke also provided an updated list of where 
the cameras are located – there are now 12, 
and locations are not secret; the goal is to get 
drivers to slow down.

Cameras are on eastbound and 
westbound Gibson between Carlisle and San 
Mateo, westbound Montgomery between 
Wyoming and Eubank, westbound Lead at 
Mesa, eastbound Coal at Cornell, westbound 
Central at Tingley and New York, westbound 
Lomas at Virginia, southbound San Mateo 
near Montgomery, northbound Unser at 
Tower, northbound Unser at Western Trail, 
Coors at Fortuna and Coors at St. Josephs.

Readers might remember the state had 
banned speed and red-light cameras on 
state roads like Paseo del Norte and Coors. 
Cilke says “we received approval from the 
state to place these cameras on Coors.”

$600K IN FINES PAID:
Readers often ask if anyone is paying 
their fines. The city website shows 14,701 
citations issued May 25 through Oct. 
17. Cilke says, “So far, the program has 
collected over $600,000 in fines. As of 
now, approximately 250 individuals have 
signed up for community service and 
have completed around 250 hours. There 
are a number of options for community 
service, but the primary place we’ve seen 
participation is with Road Runner Food 
Bank.”

The city plans to issue an annual report 
showing the progress of the program because 
the impact of the cameras on driver behavior 
“would not be accurately depicted over shorter 
time periods.”

We’ll have to wait and see if Albuquerque 
drivers slow down over the long haul.

FIRST LADY OF MOTORCYCLING
https://www.motormaidsinc.org/about/
dot-robinson/
Dorothy “Dot” Smith was a motorcycle stunt 
woman in the 1930’s and 1940’s. She was the 
co-founder and first president of the women’s 
riding group “Motor Maids” and held the 
President title for 25 years. Motor Maids was 
established in San Francisco in 1940 and was 
one of the first women’s motorcycle groups 
created and is the oldest still existing in the 
United States.

Dorothy “Dot” Robinson, the wife of deal-
er Earl Robinson, competed alongside men in 
endurance races during the Depression. She 

was also co-owner 
of the Detroit deal-
ership and a mo-
torcycle courier 
during World War 
II. Known as “The 
First Lady of Mo-
torcycling,” she 
estimated logging 

over 1.5 mil-
lion miles on 
motorc ycles 
throughout her 
lifetime.

Dorothy “Dot” 
Robinson, now 
and on her 
1937 Harley-
Davidson ’45
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MOTORC YCLE N EWS
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