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8 is Great
F or me 8 is the magic number. when the temperature starts with an 8  

the riding is guaranteed to be perfect. A high of 85 means the morning will be in the upper 
50’s or low 60’s, brisk and refreshing, followed by a comfortable afternoon.

The breeze will be cool enough for a long happy 
ride, and the mountains (which usually end 
up being the destination one way or another) 
will be cool but not cold. Being New Mexico, 
you can count on the sun to help keep things 
blissful. Of course, those weather conditions 

also mean autumn, the absolute best time to 
be on two wheels in the Southwest. The trees 
at altitude will be changing, but winter will 
not have arrived yet to dampen the carving 
of corners or require the bundling up that will 
be the norm in another month or so.

October around here also means that a 
10% chance of rain means it will rain 10% of 
your ride, wherever you go, so be ready! How 
many Balloon Fiestas can you remember 
that were rain free? But the wet will be short, 
usually followed by more sun and the temp 
dipping from 80 to 70. Still blissful.

Enjoy it, the next month is going to be the 
best riding of the year!

David Wilson, editor 
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by Karl Zuercher
The 37th annual Bavarian Mountain 
Weekend has come and gone. A lot of you 
missed it, but in spite of the weather and 
the recent fires and flooding quite a few 
hardy riders showed up. The rain or threat 
of rain kept riding to a minimum which is 
too bad because the weather was great 
until later in the afternoon. We had some 
good rides and a poker run that we will 
have next year for your riding pleasure!

The “home cooked,” food was excellent 
as the staff at the Lodge worked hard to put 
out good coffee, burritos, and our Saturday 
evening enchilada dinner. The fresh baked 
date & bacon scones and cookies seemed 
to go over well! 

We had some great door prizes 
and giveaways courtesy of some good 
sponsors, I would have loved to win that 
brand new BMW GS or the $250 Mosko 

gift certificate!
We were able to make our donation to Penasco Schools for their ongoing renovation project, 

and rally goers also we able to donate to the NM Wildfire Relief. Anyone can still donate to that 
worthy cause, even if you did not go, by going to https://www.nmfirerelief.org/ anytime to make 
a donation.

My apologies to the Volunteers I did 
not recognize at the Saturday evening 
social hour who worked diligently to help 
things along. Thanks to Chris Fogel, Dave 
Hartmann, John Janizek, Dave Tynan, Dot 
Weber, Robert and Bruce from Colorado, 
anyone I may have forgotten, and especially 
RJ Mirabal who filled in the blanks for me 
with his knowledge and experience from 
previous rallys.

I am looking forward to net year and a 
bigger and better rally. In the meantime, 
browse through these pics.
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FE ATU RE STORY
THE BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN WEEKEND

(Continued on page 3)
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FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

by Anthony Sanchez, LabWorks Performance
I just want to say from the bottom of my heart thank you for 
inviting us to be there to support the BMW community and as new 
young members! We made a lot of amazing memories and new 
friendships for our first rally weekend and will with no hesitation 
be a permanent vendor as well as loyal club members to Land of 
Enchantment BMW Riders. Thank you for welcoming us with open 
arms and smiles sun up to sun down! We can’t wait for the next 
year’s rally and will be offering a lot more at our tent than we did 
this first go around! Thank you Karl Zuercher RJ Mirabal, Author 
and all the club members for an unforgettable and absolutely 
beautiful weekend filled with unconditional support we received! 
Thank you again! We will be there in the many rallys to come we 
can’t stop talking about it here back in Albuquerque! As this is 
read the excitement pours out of me and can’t wait to see you all 
next year! From all of us The LabWorks Performance LLC. Thank 
you LOE BMW R family! Don’t hesitate to reach out to me for 
anything you all might need! 

(Continued from page 2)
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FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

Where have you been up to lately?

by Jan Sands: June 2, Woo hoo! First time 
back on my motorcycle since the Slovenia/
Croatia motorcycle trip. Seemed like it took 
forever to get over jetlag and return to the 
present time zone.

by Jan Sands: September 11, Banjo Bob’s is in the same parking 
lot as Cabra Coffee.

Dierk Haskin: Scenes from a Sunday ride in early July along the 
High Road to Taos, then east to Angel Fire, then south through 
Mora, on to Las Vegas, and back to Santa Fe via Pecos.

by John Dillon: July 30, Luray, Kansas.
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 2
FALL COLORS RIDE
by Terry Rowley
We were in Ouray last week and the Aspens 
were just beginning to change at the higher 
elevations, should time out perfectly with 
maximum colors for our ride.

I will be leading this event for the club and 
plan to arrive at the Siesta Motel close to their 
3pm check in time.

Anyone interested in riding along can meet 
me at the Valero gas station/Bien Muir Smoke 

shop located on the south side of Tramway Rd., 
directly across from the Sandia Casino. I plan 
to be there about 11:00 with kickstands up at 
11:15am on Friday, 9/30. I will take 550 and 
ride 5 mph over the speed limit. We’ll make 
a brief gas/rest stop in Farmington which is 
about 173 miles from the Sandia Casino. As 
always, you’re welcome to ride your own ride 
and we’ll see you in Durango.

There are still rooms available at 
the Siesta according to their website, 
https://www.durangosiestamotel.com. If you 
want to participate in this club gathering/ride 
and haven’t reserved your room yet, time’s 
running out.

The club is buying pizza or calzones for 
paid members, and we will plan to eat Friday 
at about 5pm in the parking lot of the Siesta. 
We will be taking pizza orders about 4pm 
to give the pizza place time to make the 
pizzas and deliver for a 5pm meal. We will 
be ordering from Home Slice Pizza, https://
www.toasttab.com/homeslice-pizza-north-
main/v3, so if you won’t be at the hotel by 
4pm then please look at the menu and call 
me in advance 505-280-8621 to let me 
know what to order for you. And don’t forget 
to bring your beverage of choice – there is a 
liquor store about 3 blocks south of the Siesta 
(just past City Market) on the opposite side 
of the street from the motel

The Saturday ride is entirely up to you…
some people go clockwise from Durango 
traveling 160 west to Dolores and then 
up 145 to Telluride, then over to Ridgway, 
down through Ouray to Silverton and then 
to Durango while others will go counter 
clockwise heading north out of Durango. 
Either way will be a beautiful ride. If you’ve 
never done this before be forewarned that 
portions of the road on Red Mountain Pass 
(between Silverton and Ouray) are narrow 
with steep drop-offs and no guard rails. It’s 
a fully paved two-lane road but the edge of 

the road can be a little surprising if you’re not 
expecting it. Otherwise Red Mountain Pass 
has some beautiful views as does nearly all of 
the loop we will be riding.

Looking forward to seeing everyone in 
Durango!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
How about a belly-busting breakfast at Harry’s 
Roadhouse? You won’t be disappointed if you 
join in on this ride and meet at Harry’s 9:15 
am on 96 B Old Pecos Road Highway just 
north of the Old Pecos Road exit off I-25 in 
Santa Fe.

Those riding from Albquerque may want to 
ride together, so meet at the Four Hills Smith’s 
parking lot at 7:50am with kickstands up at 
8am (North NM 14 route recommended).

For an accurate headcount, please RSVP. 
Don’t miss out on the good food, riding, and…
uh, good food! For details and RSVP link go to 
the Message Board. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
by RJ Mirabal 
Fortify yourself for Halloween trick or treaters 
by sitting down to a hearty old-fashion 
hamburger or some other comfort food at 
well-known Burger Boy in Cedar Crest, at 
noon. Don’t forget to RSVP so we can alert 
them on how many hungry riders to expect! 

See you there October 30th, Noon! Bring 
your bags in case you can’t quite finish your 
burger! For details and RSVP link go to the 
Message Board. 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
For details and RSVP link go to the Message 
Board. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12
SANDIA BMW WHEELS 
& COFFEE
They will have coffee and 
breakfast snacks between 
9-10:30 am for us to enjoy 
before we go for a ride or 
whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
BRUNCH RENDEZVOUS
For details and RSVP link go to 
the Message Board. 

NATIONAL EVENTS 

SUNDAY-THURSDAY,  
OCTOBER 23-27
ADVENTURE 
TRAINING WITH 
WEST38MOTO
BORREGO SPRINGS, CA 
In partnership with the BMW 
MOA, MOA Foundation 
and West38 Moto, a unique 
Premier Training opportuni-
ty for MOA members. Come 
join us for three days of train-
ing, riding, and adventure on 
your personal motorcycle. The 
$1,699 registration fee includes 
four nights of lodging along 
with dinner on each of the four 
days. Participants also receive 
a welcome gift and event shirt.

West38Moto offers an experience unlike 
other off-road motorcycle training and 
guiding companies. We recognize that not 
everyone functions well outside their comfort 
zone, while others want to be pushed out if it. 
People learn at different speeds, in distinctive 
ways, and will reach individualized goals at 
their own pace. Because everyone must start 
somewhere, our focus is on teaching off-road 

fundamentals at your pace and expanding 
the size of your comfort zone.

Limited to only 10 participants, these lucky 
students will be treated to two full days of 
training as well as one more day of off-road 
development riding putting those new skills 
to use. Come explore California and put a 
training tag on your adventure!

Contact BMW MOA
ray@bmwmoa.org
864-438-0962

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4-6
52ND SOUTH-CENTRAL BMW 
OWNERS REUNION
FAYETTEVILLE, TX 
Enjoy guided road rides, social events, Texas 
cooking, and great fellowship. It’s all in a 

pleasant wooded lakeside park with hiking 
and fishing opportunities as well. 

Join us at Lake Fayette at the Oak Thicket 
Park on November 4-6, 2022 (4819W. State 
Hwy 159, Fayetteville, TX 78940)

Catered dinners for Friday and Saturday 
evening, breakfast Saturday and Sunday 
mornings, Saturday guided rides both on 
road and off-pavement.

We have reserved all the campsites/RV 
spots for Friday and Saturday nights. Please 
do not make reservations through the park 
website. Your registration on the BMW club 
website will get you a spot. Sponsored by  the 
BMW Motorcycle Club of Houston.

Contact Fernando Aguirre
president@bmwclubofhouston.com
832-326-2474. 
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR
(Continued from page 5)
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Ray Ingram
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER
Chris Fogel
treasurer@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
James Lightfoot
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
RJ Mirabal
activities@loebmwr.org 
 

RALLY CHAIR
Karl Zuercher
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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POKER RUN
by Karl Zuercher
What another great day for a ride! Since I did 
not get to ride out of Sipapu, I thought today 
would be a good day for my riding buddy Fred, 
on his new to him, R1200 RT, and I to ride the 
Poker Run. I had asked him before the rally 
if we wanted to do a scouting run, but his 
schedule wouldn’t get it done.

It is Fred’s 1st BMW after years of other 
makes, he found an ’07 with 30,000 miles 
on it. He has changed the fork seals and 
transferring some things off his old bike and 
finding things online to make it his own. He 
has asked me a few basic questions about 
the peculiarities of the bike, and several times 
already, he has told me, “I think I’m in love!”

We met at Café Fina, I-25 & Exit 290, 
good coffee and breakfast if you get the 
chance, and headed toward Las Vegas to do 
the outlying parts of the Poker Run. Gassing 
up in Las Vegas, we headed north on 518 
past Storrie Lake to catch the turn off at NM 
161 which takes us directly to the Watrous 
Coffee House. Fred has spent most of his life 
in NM and a lot of it on two wheels, but had 
never been on the road before, and he was 
very impressed with the scenery! Things are 
finally drying out in that part of the state, but 

many of the stock tanks still have water, so 
they draw in wildlife. One, in the middle of 
nowhere that was still wet, had a lone sandhill 
crane standing there looking rather lost as if 
his gyros needed recalibration.

We exchanged seats in Watrous, as I 
let him try my Sargent seat, and I got his 
stocker with an Airhawk on it (uuh), BMW’s 
reputation for non-comfort seats remains 
unchallenged. But I showed him the road 
out to Valmora, NM97, another he had never 
ridden, a narrow winding river road that made 
the 16 mile diversion worth it.

The fastest way to the Dawson Cemetery 
was north on I 25 and then through Cimarron. 
Just a short trip up US 64 we turned off and 
headed west into the hills, the pavement 
abruptly ended to become half pavement, 
half dirt but rounding the first corner I saw 
a good sized bull elk across the fence line so 
we stopped to look, and look, and look some 
more as an elk herd was on the move from 
the Vermejo River out into the open.

I scrambled to get my phone out of the 
tank bag and cursed myself for leaving my 
Canon camera at the house! I counted at least 
twelve bulls of varying sizes with cows and 
the smallest of the herd, and Fred estimated 
about 75 to a hundred spread about, many of 
them shy and staying in the trees. As I walked 

up the road videoing, you could see them 
gathering up and keeping their distance from 
me. The commotion and bugling echoing out 
of the sanctuary of the trees was impressive, 
to say the least.

My coffee and bagel for my pre sunrise 
breakfast had run out, so both of us being 
hungry, we decided to skip the cemetery and 
head to the St James Hotel for lunch. They 
don’t make small burgers there, and ours 
were very good, but even though the waitress 
thought the chili was hot, it wasn’t, but I ate 
the whole thing anyway. I plan to eat again 
sometime Tuesday probably.

As we were leaving to take a picture of the 
bullet holes in the ceiling of the bar, I ran into a 
couple of LOE members I have not met before. 
They had gone to the rally site at Sipapu last 
Sunday but getting there after 11:00, found no 
one there as everybody, including me, were 
heading home.

If I could have ridden my bike to the rally, 
I was planning on getting a couple more Post 
Office pics, so we decided to take a spirited 
ride up to Ute Park. Beautiful road, great 
weather, life is good.

By now though, it was getting a little late, 
and Fred had obligations at home, so instead 
of going back through Angel Fire and NM 

434, we went back to the interstate to slab it 
the rest of the way home.

It was time well spent on two wheels!. 

THE RIDING CHALLENGE!
by Karl Zuercher

Los Ojos

Yeso
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