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Hangin’ in the Monsoons

W

hen wa s the l a st time new mexico had a real monsoon sea son?
After all the smoke and heat of the spring, the rains have been a blessing in so many
ways: clearing the air, as well as cleaning and cooling the whole state.

It’s a mixed blessing for motorcycling, unless
you have a really good rain suit or like being
wet. But after the dry sauna we’ve been in it’s
hard to complain about a passing shower (or,
occasionally, a two hour gully washer).
I spent the last week at a remote campsite

great stories after I finish drying all my gear
out. And after washing the bike – I think it’s
got about ten pounds of mud on it. That might
be a status symbol if it was a GS, but it’s a K
bike, so it just looks extremely dirty.
I’m happy to report the Frogg Toggs made
pretty good rain gear, as well as warmth for a
cold campsite. The rubber electricians gloves,
not so much. Pictures next month!
David Wilson, editor

between Taos and Angel Fire, I’ll report
more on it next month. It rained every day,
sometimes for hours, and sometimes so
much that the whole campsite turned into a
muddy bog. It wasn’t always fun, but it will
sure stick in my memory and make for some
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2 Trips by Sandy

CAPILLA PEAK

Amy and I wanted to beat the heat in Albuquerque with a quick camping trip somewhere cool
and close to home. So we loaded up the dual sports and headed for Capilla Peak Campground
in the Manzanos. Just an hour and half from home and at an elevation of 9200’, it seemed like
the perfect spot. We were joined on this mini-adventure by our friend Jim Dennis who drove the
CBSV*. The 9-mile road from the town of Manzano up to Capilla Peak is super fun two-track
that contours up the side of the mountain. It is well maintained and not terribly steep, making it
pretty easy overall. You could probably drive a Prius up it. It is a little exciting due to the exposure,
a few tight turns and being quite narrow in places. The campground is small, with only about
a half dozen sites, but only one other site was occupied when we were there. A couple of the
campsites have nice little shelters with fantastic views looking east for hundreds of miles. We
enjoyed a pleasant evening at one of the shelters and went to bed anticipating waking up to a
typical, beautiful, sunny New Mexico morning. Well, not so much. Soon after sunrise, fog rolled
in and it was quite chilly and damp! Oh well. We rode down the mountain in a white out and were
home by noon. Hey, we beat the heat!
*CBSV = Cold Beer Support Vehicle.

COLORADO DIRT

Over the 4th of July weekend Amy, Randy Jones
and I trailered our dual sports north to Lake City, CO to ride a bit of the Colorado Backcountry
Discovery Route. On Saturday, the three of us left our main camp 20 miles south of Lake City and
rode north to Taylor Reservoir. We camped Saturday night at the Lotus Creek Campground, then
returned to our main camp near Lake City by the same route on Sunday. This was highlighted by
an ascent and descent of beautiful Cumberland Pass at 12,015 ft elevation.
On Monday, Amy (“The Paycheck”) returned to Albuquerque while Randy and I headed up
over Cinnamon Pass to Animus Forks. This was probably the most challenging ride I have ever
done and I was very happy to make it over in one piece. From there, we attempted to follow the
BDR up California Pass en route to Ouray, but one of the switchbacks proved to be too much for
us and prudence dictated that we take an easier route down to Silverton.
After lunch in Ridgeway, we rode the “alternative easier route” back to Lake City, which we
found to be straightforward and enjoyable. Monday was a long day (220 miles, half dirt; 9 hours
in the saddle) and while we violated happy hour – something we are very loath to do – we made
up for lost time once we got back to camp.
All in all, we had a great time, the weather was perfect, and the challenging routes made us
better riders. What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.
The Legendary Shaft
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CLOUDCROFT CAMP & RIDE, JUNE 11-13

by Terry Rowley
After being on hold for the past year, we finally traveled to
Cloudcroft for the first Camp N Ride since 2019. About 28
people attended the event, most camping at the beautiful
Lower Fir Campground while a few others chose hotel or tent
‘glamping’ options.
The weather cooperated throughout the weekend, however
the Friday afternoon riding temp through Alamagordo was
105. Some folks traveling in a car commented to Kathy how
nice it must be to keep cool, having the air blow on you as you
ride to keep cool at that temperature. She asked them if they
understood the concept of a hot air fryer and compared that to
our ride – her point was made!
Friday evening a group of us cooked dinner at the
campground while another group walked to the Cloudcroft
brewery for some great pizza and tasty libations ‘at altitude’.
Saturday found people going to Lincoln City (Billy The Kid)
and Capitan (Smokey The Bear), while others visited historic
Fort Stanton, Timberon, and Mayhill or they just rode the
twistys in the area. Many people chose to knock out some 2020 Riding Challenge stops and rode
to Fire Stations for challenge pictures.
Special thanks to Dogman Dan for cooking up breakfast burritos Saturday and Sunday
mornings –  that was a welcome surprise and the campers really appreciated it. All in all, it was a
great trip and a great weekend, and we’re looking forward to doing it again next year.
The Legendary Shaft
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Where have you

been up to lately?

Maurice Moortgat: The Traveling Breakfast
chows down at Dos Pantry in Santa Fe. Ride to
eat, y’all!

John Desko: At Cabra Coffee. The newest old bike in attendance
was this 1964 Thunderbird rode in by Chick Hancock.
Dorothy “Dot” Smith, stunt rider and member of
the San Francisco MC club Motor Maids – seated
on her 1939 Harley Davidson EL (Special Sport).

Molnár C. Pál, Hungarian artist (1894–1981)
“Motorcyclist” late 20’s woodcut.

Karl Zuercher: Never been to Lindrith before. Hmm. & San Ysidro.
The Legendary Shaft
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR
GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 7

CLUB BIRTHDAY PARTY

The club’s annual birthday picnic is back this
year and will be at the usual location, Oak
Flat – Yucca group area.
The event is open to paid club members,
and we will be providing and cooking the
protein for this event as well as providing
cold soft drinks and water. Folks usually start
arriving in the morning between 10:30 and
11:00 with BBQ food available soon thereafter,
and we usually break up about 1:30 (or so).
We ask everyone to please bring a side

dish to pass. We usually have between 30
and 50 people show up but don’t bring food
for that many people – maybe enough for 10
people would be sufficient.
If you haven’t already done it, PLEASE
RSVP BY CLICKING THIS LINK so we can plan
to have enough food and drinks for everyone.
DIRECTIONS: From Albuquerque drive
east on I-40 to Exit 175 toward Tijeras, NM.
Drive south for 9 miles on State Road 337 .
Look for the brown Oak Flat - Cibola National Forest sign, turn east (left) onto Oak Flat
Road and follow it for 0.39 miles until you
reach the Oak Flat entrance on the left side
of the road. Look for the Yucca Picnic area. Or
just look for all the bikes!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22

SMRI / LAW TIGERS 2021
CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND 4

6:30 am – 4 pm at Sandia Speedway, $150
base fee.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8
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TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SEPTEMBER

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 14

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21

SMRI / LAW TIGER’S TRACK DAY

6:30 am – 4:30 pm at Sandia Speedway, $130
base fee.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
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FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10-12

BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN WEEKEND
RIDING RALLY

by RJ Mirabal
At Sipapu, NM, located 25 miles SE of Taos,
NM on SH 518. Pre-registration (received
before August 30, 2021): Adults $35, Child
4-15 $15. On-site registration $40, child $20.
Day passes officially available (probably for
this year only)! Full registration includes free
camping, door prizes, coffee, Friday night
chile stew and Saturday night New Mexican
dinner. On-site food and beverage (breakfast
burritos, hamburger, etc.) is available. Lodging
is available with Sipapu Lodge (1-800-5872240). Taos area reservation assistance
with https://taos.org/lodging. Club contact
Dave Hartman 505-345-4465. Website for
information http://loebmwr.org/TheRally/
AboutTheRally.aspx. Online registration form
(Continued on page 6)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
August 2021
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

TRAVELING
BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for
the latest on the when and
where.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

SF BMW WHEELS &
COFFEE

They will have coffee and
breakfast snacks between
9-10:30 am for us to enjoy
before we go for a ride or
whatever comes up.

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

SANDIA BMW WHEELS
& COFFEE

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

They will have coffee and
breakfast snacks between
9-10:30 am for us to enjoy
before we go for a ride or
whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

SMRI / LAW TIGER’S
TRACK DAY

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1-3

SAN JUAN FALL COLORS RIDE

6:30 am – 4:30 pm at Sandia
Speedway, $130 base fee.

If you’re planning on this ride for the Fall,
you’ll need to secure your own motel room
in Durango. Pizza will appear on Friday Night,
courtesy of the club. Questions? Check with
Mo: vicepresident@loebmwr.org

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued from page 5)
is available. Once pre-registration is available,
deadline will be August 30th, midnight.
Email: info@loebmwr.org or by snail mail,
LOEBMWR, PO Box 92095, Albuquerque,
NM 87199.

where.

Check the Message Board for
the latest on the when and

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS:

Summer: Progressive Brunch
December: Christmas Party

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

SMRI / LAW TIGERS 2021
CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND 5

NATIONAL EVENTS
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, AUGUST 12-15

6:30 am – 4 pm at Sandia Speedway, $150
base fee.

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY

At the Smoky Mountain Event Center in
Waynesville, North Carolina: same great

The Legendary Shaft
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location; same great roads; same great club.
We’re all disappointed, but the safety of
our members, rally attendees, rally volunteers,
sponsors, vendors and partners is of the utmost
importance to us, and we must also consider
the health and safety of the communities that
rally attendees travel through and the families
that they return to.
Registration will remain open for the new
dates. If you are already registered, your
registration will be transferred to August. If you
are registered but cannot attend the August
date, you can request a full refund.
Please stay safe: we cannot wait to see you
in August.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org

SECRETARY
Jan Sands
secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.loebmwr.org
or contact membership@loebmwr.org
BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie
•
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

RALLY CHAIR
Dave Hartman
rallychair@loebmwr.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646

The Legendary Shaft
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www.ocdcustomcycles.com
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LOE B MW R N E WS

LOE
B

WELCOME BACK TO THE CLUB!

words by David Wilson, pictures by Jan Sands
and David Wilson
On June 26 a bunch of hungry (what else?)
bikers got together to say a hopeful farewell
to Covid and a hopeful welcome to the LOE
BMW R kick starting the calendar after a year
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Weird
Pces

‹ Karl Zuercher. Just for fun. I guess this

one won’t count. They also have a wild fire
training center on the east end of town.

and a half vacation.
B2b Brewery offered up some gourmet
sandwiches and excellent brews to the crew
who hadn’t really gathered since early last
year. It was everything the club is about: riding,
talking about riding, eating, talking about eating,
talking about where we’re going to ride to eat…

And we talked about the Rally!
Yes, it’s actually happening, though with
training wheels this year. It’s too late to launch
a full bore Bavarian Mountain Weekend, so
we’re scaling it down. Members new and old
are invited. We’ll have some great food and
brews there too!

The Legendary Shaft
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by MOTO eMAG
WORLD’S MOST COMPREHENSIVE LIST
MOTO’s totally unique and most comprehensive list of Top31 Best Motorcycle Scenes on Film; covering movies from the
incredibly dangerous and stunt-heavy Silent Era to today’s
popular releases. Our exclusive list expands 100 years of
exciting motorcycle scenes in cinema. We compiled this
list without the use of any fillers or animations and all of our
scene selections are viewable on YouTube with direct links
provided. This incredible list has been curated by MOTO’s
founder/editor who is a serious cinefile.
http://moto-emag.com/BestMotorcycleScenesonFilm.html
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TOP 31 BEST MOTORCYCLE SCENES ON FILM

ng
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