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Where Have You Been Up To Lately?
During the pandemic i  wanted to show that our club was still vibr ant 

and active, so I started “Where Have You Been Up To…” Our sport is uniquely suited to 
social distancing, and throughout we were able to keep sharing our travels. 

Now, as the state becomes more and more 
“green,” both in Covid rating and foliage, our 
activities have also amped up. We’re getting 
out and, more and more, getting together. 
Things are starting to look like they used to 
before the virus hit. 

The Riding Challenge is engaging a bunch 
of our members, who are scouring the state 
and filling up the Facebook page (and the 
newsletter) with their adventures. Weekend 
and day rides are also more numerous, as 
are our restarted Traveling Breakfasts and 

Lunches. In fact, I’m running out of room 
in these pages to cover all the stuff that’s 
happening, and that’s a very good thing.

I’m more than happy to have more stories 
than will fit in here, and encourage you all to 
continue sending me your travels, posting 
them to the web site and social media. Getting 
out and about is what we’re here for, and it’s 
about time we can do that together again!

David Wilson, editor 
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FE ATU RE STORY
KOLIKANTE ROAD

by Sandy Ballard
Randy Jones and I have a new favorite New Mexico dirt road! Kolikante Road starts at Escondida 
Lake near Socorro and heads northeast for about 50 miles to where it meets US60 some 15 
miles west of Mountainair. It is a pretty easy gravel two track through beautiful NM scenery with 
enough hills, twists, turns, and stretches of hardpack through arroyos to make it super fun. But 
at the same time it is well engineered and maintained so as to not be overly demanding. Great 
road! My friends Andy Sinclair and Frank Pierce turned me on to this area, which has a bunch of 
other great rides, including the Quebradas Backcountry Byway, Bosquecito Road and CR 127 that 
traverses the northern extension of the Jornada del Muerto.

The land in the area is patchwork of private ranch land and BLM Wilderness Study Areas. You 
are allowed to camp on the latter, but not the former so be sure to know where you are if you 
decide to camp. There is a labyrinth of roads in the area with all the roads I’ve described being 
public, which means you can ride on them. If you go through any closed gates, be sure to close 
them behind you. On previous rides in the area I have met two of the local ranchers and they 
were really friendly and nice to talk to.

For those looking for a little more challenge (actually, a lot more challenge), check out the road 
up to the top of La Cebolla Hill (red on the map above). This 6 mile section of dirt two track climbs 
1300 ft up to the summit at 7100 ft. Randy and I rode our Suzuki DRZ400s up there recently and 
camped up on top. While we found the road to be extremely challenging, we are by no means 
expert dirt riders so judge for yourself. Compared to other roads you may be familiar with, we 
thought it was harder than Chloride Canyon in the Gila, with the hard parts being considerably 

longer. But I did not think it was as difficult as the expert section of the NMBDR from Abiquiu to 
El Rito (which we have not ridden but I have driven in a 4x4 pickup). While challenges abound all 
along the 6 mile route, the crux is definitely a one half mile long section in the middle where the 
road does a climbing contour along the side of the mesa. It is very narrow and rocky, and losing 
it off the downhill side would be a major disaster; 
I don’t know how you would get your bike back up 
onto the road.

The place is remote. We did not see a single 
person or vehicle between leaving Escondida Lake 
and returning there the next day. Lots of cows and 
a herd of wild horses, but no people. 

If you survive the hazards of the ascent to the 
top of La Cebolla, the reward is arguably the best 
campsite in NM. The view is stunning, looking out 
over the Rio Grande Valley, the Magdalena and 
San Mateo Mountains, and more. Truly sublime! 
One of the most memorable sunsets I have ever 
seen. After dark we could see the lights of Belen 
to the north, Socorro across from us, and more 
lights stretched out along the Rio Grande far to 
the south. Being up there was a real treat!

K
O

LI
K

A
N

T
E

      R
O

A
D



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

The Legendary Shaft	 May	2021

3

Where have you been up to lately?been up to lately?

John Desko: March 21 (above) and April 11 (left 
and below) Spring is here! Drinking coffee at 
Cabra Coffee. In a mere 86 miles, I think I saw 
half the bikes registered in Albuquerque, and over 
half of those were Harleys! Good on you guys!

John Desko: All and all 
a good month for Brett 
Sawyer! Leader of the 
pack Mike Carson on the 
Classic Triple Black, William 
Olsson with the collectible 
Bumblebee and yours truly 
riding the obscure Option 371 
Rallye! At Sandia BMW.

Jan Sands: 
April 3 was 
learning dirt 
riding skills so 
I don’t freak 
out when the 
pavement 
ends.  Thanks 
to Cassie 
Maier for 
coaching me 
and building 
confidence!

Jan Sands: There were about 
16 who turned out for lunch 
at Cafe Castro on March 
21, including several new 
faces/riders. I hope to see 
these folks again. Mark and 
Michelle Winslow were a bit 
late and had to sit at a table 
by themselves, so I forgot 
to take their photo – my 
bad. Mark was a founding 
member and Rally Chair. 
Michelle was Treasurer at 
one time. They have a long 
history with the club. 
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CERTAINLY THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE
by Humberto C Martinez
Took advantage of nice weather and rode to May’s 

Cafe in Cornudas, 
Texas. Located on 
the highway be-
tween El Paso and 
Carlsbad, it certainly 
is in the middle of 
nowhere.

The town started 
in 1928 as a Post 
Office for the lo-
cal ranchers. That 
didn’t last long and 
the town sat mostly 
deserted. In the fall 

of 1981, May Carson bought the entire 300 acre 
town. In short order, she elected herself the town 
mayor. She then opened her cafe with $12 in the till. 
They have their own water well which serves the 
few residents and RV folks that stop there. But the 
state of Texas mandates that water in a restaurant 
be certified free of chemicals. So they have the wa-
ter trucked in and used solely in the cafe.

The tables are tastefully decorated in western 
garb. Adjoining the cafe is a well sorted shop with 
souvenirs and seldom seen objects.

May’s daughter, 
Debbie, is the lady in 
the picture with me. 
Debbie runs the cafe. 
The town is now owned 
by May’s nephew, Jeff 
Campbell. My 70 mile 
one way trip to this place 
was very rewarding. 
Speed limits of 70 and 
75 brought it close to 
home real quick. And 
the food is cooked after 
you place the order. So 
it comes piping hot and 
fresh made.
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Where have you been up to lately?been up to lately?

Loch Page: Just a little dirt on March 28 with 
Dave Tynan.

Jan Sands: I took a 
Motorcycle Accident 
Management class 
with a refresher on 
First Aid skills on 
March 11.  It was a 
reminder to hope 
that 911 can send  
EMS quickly for 
professional help.
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

COVID-19 EVENT UPDATE
by RJ Mirabal
During our recent Activities Committee 
meeting we’ve scheduled events sooner and 
some later with the understanding that we’ll 
have to adjust to current situations and color-
coded restrictions as we go through 2021. 

We have to be cautious when we gather as a 
state-sanctioned non-profit organization and 
follow the NM DOH restrictions. Right now, 
in Bernalillo County (Yellow) we can gather 
in groups of 10 persons and many of our rides 
usually involve about that many people. As 

for restaurants, the current restriction is 33% 
capacity inside, 75% outdoor dining. 

The following are tentative depending on 
what we hear back from these two restaurants: 
if they have space for us inside, outside, or 
both. For both upcoming monthly Sunday 
rides, we’ll have to observe their indoor and 
outdoor dining limitations. As a result, it’s 
very important you RSVP on a special club 
site – more details and links to follow.

SUNDAY, MAY 2
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Owl Cafe in Albuquerque is the next location 
of our Traveling Breakfast. Let’s meet at the 
Owl at no later than 8:15 because they get 
busy by 9 am. Find it at 800 Eubank NE, just 
north of I-40 on the east side of the street.

THURSDAY, MAY 6
BIKE NIGHT AT OCD CYCLES 
by Marc Beyer
We plan to repeat this the first Thursday of 
every month while the weather is warm. We 
are partnering with Second Street Brewery’s 
Rufina Taproom, who will provide door 
prizes. We plan to walk the 300 feet to the 
Taproom after the event is over to enjoy their 
recently re-opened kitchen and famous beer. 
Some vendors will be present and people are 
welcome to bring motorcycle items to sell 
and swap. All state COVID-19 protocols such 
as masks and distancing will be followed. Call 
Greg Sterosky at the shop 505-428-0646 for 
questions about the event.

SATURDAY, MAY 8
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 7-9
ICE CREAM RIDE
This is our own little private rally for members 
to kick back, relax, eat, ride some great 
pavement and dirt routes, and just enjoy 
fellowship with each other. 

Check the Message Board to make sure 
you’re on our current RSVP List and more 
information. Cabin reservations are now full 
but there are other options such as camping 
or sharing a cabin. Please RSVP no later than 
May 4th (scroll to near the bottom of the 
form strand for this event), so we can get a 
good count of how many Friday Night Rudy’s 
Barbeque dinners to order (courtesy of the 
club). This event is for members “plus one.” 
Additional non-member guests will involve a 
small fee for the dinner.

There are lots of dirt rides in the area and 
we usually have a few people who take on 
that challenge. The Mogollon ghost town is 
about 13 miles from Glenwood and another 
option is the Catwalk which is about 5 miles 
from Glenwood.

SATURDAY, MAY 15
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, MAY 15
SMRI / LAW TIGER’S TRACK DAY
6:30 am – 4:30 pm at Sandia Speedway, $130 
base fee.

SUNDAY, MAY 16
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

SUNDAY, MAY 16
SMRI / LAW TIGERS 2021 
CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND 1
6:30 am – 4 pm at Sandia Speedway, $150 
base fee.

SUNDAY, MAY 23
DISTINGUISHED GENTLEMAN’S 
RIDE
by David Hartman
I encourage everyone to sign up for this charity 
event, the past rides have been quite fun and 
well worth it for the sake of men’s health. 
Donate what you feel like and run what you 
brung. You don’t have to ride or dress vintage 
but it if you can it adds a bit of fun to the mix. 

This event happens worldwide on the 
same day, so you have the same type of fools 
in Amsterdam, Paris, Singapore, etc. as you 
do here. Go to www.gentlemansride.com for 
more info. I look forward to seeing everyone 
in the LOE BMW R.

SUNDAY, JUNE 6
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 11-13
CLOUDCROFT CAMP AND RIDE
The first Camp & Ride of 2021 will take place 
at the Lower Fir Group Campsite located 
about a mile from Cloudcroft. At an elevation 
of 8700 feet, it should be nice and cool so 
come on out and beat the heat.

In order to participate on this event you 
must RSVP using the clubs iVolunteer tool 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued on page 6)
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http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
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https://www.gentlemansride.com
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http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
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by clicking this link. Terry Rowley and Kathy 
Murray will be the leaders for this event. 

As with all Camp & Rides, this is a self 
supported trip which means you need to bring 
your own camping gear, cooking equipment, 
food and libations. Water and firewood are 
available at the site, so don’t worry about 

that. The club is picking up the 
tab for the campsite, which has 
a large covered pavilion with 
multiple picnic tables and will 
accommodate up to 70 people. 
If you would rather stay in a 
motel the Dusty Boots Motel in 
Cloudcroft is only about a mile 
away and you are welcome 
to join us at the campsite for 
social time.

Cloudcroft is about 
200 miles / 4 hours from 
Albuquerque via Claunch 
and Alamogordo. There is 
paved road all the way to the 
campground and even the 
parking lot is paved. The gps 
coordinates of the campground 
are 32.96803, -105.73395.

There are several excellent 
rides in the area and we would 
imagine that folks will go and 
ride some of them on Saturday 
June 11.

NATIONAL EVENTS 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 21-23
GET ON! MOTO FEST
TEXAS MOTOR 
SPEEDWAY
Learn to ride for the first time, 
get inspired at the custom bike 
show, and check out new bike 

demos, along with a huge line-up of special 
events. Don’t miss out on prizes and giveaways, 
the latest parts and gear, live music, and much 
more! Use this link to sign up for a BMW test 
ride on a new R1800 

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 24-27, 2021
BMW MOA NATIONAL RALLY
GREAT FALLS, MT
At Montana ExpoPark, 400 3rd St NW, Great 
Falls, Montana 59404. Contact Corey and 
Becky Smith, rallychair@bmwmoa.org

Enjoy nightly entertainment, more than 
100 vendors, daily door prizes, BMW demo 
rides, seminars, huge grand prizes and the 
best music scene in the country. Come and 
join us in Big Sky Country!

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS:
Summer: Progressive Brunch
August: Club Birthday Picnic
December: Christmas Party

GROUP RIDES, CAMP & RIDES, ETC.
July/August: Breakfast Burritos in the 
Mountains
Late August: Rio Grande Del Norte Camp & 
Ride

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, AUGUST 12-15
BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY
At the Smoky Mountain Event Center in 
Waynesville, North Carolina: same great 
location; same great roads; same great club. 

We’re all disappointed, but the safety of 
our members, rally attendees, rally volunteers, 
sponsors, vendors and partners is of the utmost 
importance to us, and we must also consider 
the health and safety of the communities that 
rally attendees travel through and the families 
that they return to.  
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR
(Continued from page 5)

https://loebmwr.ivolunteer.com/cloudcroft_camp_ride
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
https://comotogeton.bmwmotorcyclesevents.com/?bid=218936605&nspid=084fe52d08445577691c560a0fb7a4be&mi_u=8e2f473417e26be543f9835b4a72b712&mi_ecmp=1132210420131011
https://comotogeton.bmwmotorcyclesevents.com/?bid=218936605&nspid=084fe52d08445577691c560a0fb7a4be&mi_u=8e2f473417e26be543f9835b4a72b712&mi_ecmp=1132210420131011
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.lawtigers.com
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org 
 
RALLY CHAIR
Dave Hartman
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
member1@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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NORTHERN RIDING CHALLENGE
by Sandy Ballard, photo right and map
Amy and I took a 3 day weekend to go visit 
9 fire stations on the Riding Challenge. On 
this trip (purple on the map), we zigzagged 
our way east to Ute Lake State Park where we 
camped on Saturday night. On Sunday, we 
headed north to Clayton then west to Wagon 
Mound and finally ended up at Villanueva 
State Park where we camped Sunday night. On 
Monday, we took a nice short hike around the 
park and then headed home through Galisteo 

and Madrid.
I’ve man-

aged to visit 
42 of the 50 
fire stations 
and just need 
to make one 
more tour to 
the northern 
part of the 
state to fin-
ish things off. I 
might try and 
connect the 
Ute Park and 

Amalia fire stations with a ride through the 
Valle Vidal, which would involve about 50 
miles of gravel superhighway. We’ll see if that 
works out.

It appears I am only managing to stay 
one step ahead of the Department of 
Transportation (aka, D.O.T. Weber) who is 
also out visiting fire stations. Go D.O.T.!

Many thanks to Dick Strohmeyer 
for putting together a fantastsic Riding 
Challenge this year!

OH, THE SCENERY!
by Karl Zuercher, photos below
Now that I am back riding again, I have 
started the Rider Challenge. I thought I’d 
add some scenic or unusual pics from the 
neighborhood of the VFD’s I go to.

SPECIAL BONUS
by Doug Guinn, photo right
This year’s Riding Challenge 
has renewed the old riding 
spirit that the pandemic 
unsettled for those many 
months. This year’s riding 
feels especially uplifting due 
to the long confinement.

I set out to the southwest 
in early April when I found 
a relatively calm couple of 
days, and picked up nine 
fire stations. Hillsboro and 
Sapillo Creek offer some of 
the most beautiful scenery 
and perfect motorcycle 
roads in New Mexico.

But one of 
the best parts of 
this ride was my 
overnight stay at 
the border town of 
Columbus (which 
includes a stop at 
the local volunteer 
fire station). I had 
read about a hotel 
there called Los 
Miligros, and based 
on the reviews 
and nominal price 
decided to try it 
out. Best decision 
in a long while! I 
can’t say enough 
about this jewel of a 
hotel that has been 
serving those lucky 
guests that have 
discovered it for over 30 years.

The décor is tasteful southwest, charming and complete 
with chihuahua guard dog. The owner Phillip is a most delightful 
host. With only six rooms, the atmosphere is laid back and 
there was plenty of time to get to know Phillip and learn about 
the community (which includes Palomas, Mexico), share some 
nice whiskey, and taste test his newest ice cream flavors from 
his ice cream store located on the square in Palomas.

If you are headed that way, I recommend you consider a stop. 
But when you head west toward Animas, Rodeo or Lordsburg, 
don’t forget there are few and far between gas stations in this 

part of New Mexico. You meet the nicest 
people when riding a motorcycle!

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to our new club members! Say hi 
to Debbie Grady, John Dillon, Dot Weber, 
David Hill, Jens Deichmann, Jeffery Foster 
and Peter Rasmussen. We look forward to 
seeing you at some of our club shindigs, 
and in some far-off places riding your 
motorcycles. 
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