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The Riding Challenge

Fire! Houses!

W

e’re still in the midst of the pandemic , though there’s hope on the
horizon that it’s easing. Behind the scenes the club has been planning this year’s riding
season with complete optimism, starting with the new Riding Challenge.

The Club has already taken that Challenge
and run with it. This issue is back to back
with members getting out to enjoy our mild
winter weather and rack up miles alone or in
groups while gathering their documentation
on firehouses around the state.

the other on page 8. Not to be left behind,
others have joined his trips or headed out on
their own. You can see bits of their stories
scattered throughout the newsletter.
We are a group that likes to ride more than
talk, and the pictures in this issue show more
than words the great time our riders are
having touring the state and enjoying each
others’ company. Come join the Challenge!
David Wilson, editor

Dick Strohmeyer has meticulously
examined the possibilities, you can check
out his plan on the next page. Sandy Ballard,
always ready to eat up some tarmac (and
dirt) has already completed two epic journeys
around the state. See the first on page 2, and
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THE 2021 RIDER CHALLENGE
“FIRE STATIONS” STARTS NOW

early December. You can check on the progress of club members on the “scoresheet” at https://
docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19kSgTXLYu2o2-Mt9LJ-DJLzreP7KmgP45oM4356WjZE/
edit?usp=sharing
While you’re at the stations, you might encounter some of the First Responders. If so, be sure
to thank them for the work they do. They are folks with families and jobs in many cases, and they
have opened their lives to being interrupted by emergencies at all hours of the day and night. The
next guy they rescue off the roadside could be you or I. Make ‘em happy.
Check this forum thread from time to time for any updates or corrections. And please, if you
encounter any issues such as stations which have been eliminated or road closures, post those
on either the Facebook Page of the club https://www.facebook.com/groups/loebmwr/ or on
this forum thread.
Have fun. Ride Safely. Take a buddy. It’s not a race, but a fun event meant to give meaning to
our otherwise aimless wanderings. You must be a member of the LOE BMW R in order to win
prizes, but of course anyone can submit photos of successful rides. You can join online at https://
loebmwr.org/JoinRenew.aspx for a mere $35. The free lunch for two at the Christmas Party is
worth more than that!
Google Map link: https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1E11QW87bwGevs2p9ocpfI5t
8GQSh0KxP&usp=sharing
Google info sheet: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ISufLi2TcjlEynC2R7NxtyGxBSf_
Vq8QsCv5mQMofK4/edit?usp=sharing
KMZ file to open in Google Earth: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fw3OKfDOMNvWbwiYd
ttiG4Gca2YGjEEy/view?usp=sharing
Gpx file for Gaia and Basecamp at: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t5UitSWh3cay1LozUyfY
gEj5featAnA7/view?usp=sharing
Plagiarized copy of Sandy’s instructions on downloading a GPX file to your Garmin GPS
device: https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1AgF2B16RtK4
4IQSBZ6vp6ILz56O21IyN/
view?usp=sharing
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by Dick Strohmeyer
Embedded into nearly every community in
New Mexico is a group of volunteer, and
in some cases paid, firemen and EMT/
Paramedics that are the first responders
to cover our emergency events. Hopefully
our contact on the job with them will never
C
happen, or will go smoothly if possible.
G
HA
These folks operate out of a wide range of
LLEN
facilities. There are unmarked metal sheds
with big garage doors and no signage on
them that serve to house the equipment
in the smallest communities. In some cases there are beautiful multi-bay brick stations with
living quarters, event halls, and very nice equipment. At times these are shared with other
municipal organizations like the police. Big or small, they all deserve our recognition for what
they provide. These stations are the subject
of the 2021 Riding Challenge.
I tried to choose stations that were on
roads that are fun to ride. I intentionally
omitted the Northwest corner solely on the
basis of probable continued Reservation
closures. The Southeastern part of the state
was largely omitted like last year as the roads
are still in disrepair and overused by the oil
industry. Some of the stations are pretty
obscure and it might require a stop to ask a
local where to find it, but the attached files
below here should be pretty helpful. If you
plan to navigate using Lat/long coordinates
the waypoints would have to be loaded into
your device using the GPX file.
The contest is open as soon as you read
this, provided we have gotten to placing the
files at the bottom of this posting. All entries
are to be submitted by midnite Sunday
November 14th, 2021 in order to be counted.
As per the customary “rules”, you must submit
a photo of you and your bike at the station,
which has to be recognizable in the photo.
Send the photos to me at RidingChallenge@
LOEBMWR.org. Winners will be announced
at the Christmas Party which is hopefully in
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RIDE CHALLENGE

by Sandy Ballard
A group of us took advantage
of the great weather on
Tuesday to celebrate the start
of the 2021 Riding Challenge
by visiting 5 of the closer Fire
Stations. It was a great day to
be out and a good time was
had by all. Thanks to Dick
Strohmeyer for organizing this
years Challenge!
Check out more new Riding Challenge inspiration on pages 4 and 8!
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Where have you

been up to lately?
David Wilson: The Volcanoes at
sunset, with a peek of the Sandias in the
background.

John Desko: February 1 –
Royal Enfield Day at Cabra

Jon Helm: Nothing to see
here, just Jon and Bigfoot.

John Desko: February 11 – Nice day for a ride! In Galisteo, NM.
Maurice Moortgat: February 9 – Amazing riding in Big Bend
National Park.

John
Desko:
January
25 –
Brit Bike
and Car
day at
Cabra
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FEBRUARY SCOOTERIN’
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by Jon Helm
Great day to ride in New Mexico, and I picked
up another Rider Challenge location.

RUST IS GOLD

by Jan Sands
A few photos from January 31’s Rust Is Gold
motorcycle skills training by Cassie Maier.

MEETING THE CHALLENGE

by Dot Weber

AN UNOFFICIAL LA CUEVA RIDE

Gee, I hope eyeballs suffice for “you must
be in the picture, haha!” Went out today in
protest of the upcoming storm and picked up
a few more fire houses for the Challenge and
enjoyed what sun we’ll see for a couple days.

by Jan Sands
A lovely gift of 50 degrees and sun and a
motorcycle ride to La Cueva.

SANTA FE BMW

from Morris Friedlander, mfriedlander@
santafebmw.com
Santa Fe BMW Motorrad is once again offering
discounts to LOE members. You can email or
call me at 505-303-7791 for anything you need.
We also offer free and/or discounted shipping.
In addition, we are trying to get a ride together
in April. Nothing has come together yet, but
I’ll keep the Club informed.

I resisted the urge to jump off and make snow
angels and instead focused on getting the
right darn fire houses.
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR
GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

COVID-19 EVENT UPDATE

by RJ Mirabal
During our recent Activities Committee
meeting we’ve scheduled events sooner and
some later with the understanding that we’ll
have to adjust to current situations and colorcoded restrictions as we go through 2021.
We have to be cautious when we gather as a
state-sanctioned non-profit organization and
follow the NM DOH restrictions. Right now,
in Bernalillo County (Yellow) we can gather
in groups of 10 persons and many of our rides
usually involve about that many people. As

for restaurants, the current restriction is 33%
capacity inside, 75% outdoor dining.
The following are tentative depending on
what we hear back from these two restaurants:
if they have space for us inside, outside, or
both. For both upcoming monthly Sunday
rides, we’ll have to observe their indoor and
outdoor dining limitations. As a result, it’s
very important you RSVP on a special club
site – more details and links to follow.
SUNDAY, MARCH 7

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Return to Traveling Breakfast at Slate Street
Cafe in Albuquerque. 9 am at 515 Slate Ave
NW. Details to come on the Forum/Message
Board and the Club Calendar on our website.
SUNDAY, MARCH 21

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Noon at The Pantry Dos in Santa Fe. (Also, a
Yellow County) at 20 White Feather Rd. Santa
Fe. Tricky place to get to, be sure to check
your GPS or map link on the Forum/Message
Board and Club Calendar later.
SATURDAY, MARCH 13

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, MARCH 20

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, APRIL 10

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY, APRIL 17

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

NATIONAL EVENTS
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 20-23, 2021

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY

We tried. We really tried. With the majority
of spring and summer rallies postponed due
to coronavirus, we really wanted to hold
our “Game of Roads” National Rally in the
fall because we know the healing power of
riding and coming together. Our hope was
that by September, coronavirus was going to
be sufficiently under control that we could
hold a safe rally. Rally Chair Matt Smith and
his team of volunteers had been working hard
not only on all of the usual moving parts of a
rally but also on the new realities of holding
a rally during a pandemic, with contactless
check-in, additional disinfecting protocols,
and appropriate social distancing. Member Jill
Veverka (a registered nurse) volunteered to
help make sure that the rally was indeed safe.
As recently as last week we thought that we
could make this happen. But a lot changed in
just a handful of days and BMW RA President
Sibley Poland called for an emergency Board
meeting. It was decided unanimously that it
would be irresponsible to potentially expose
rally attendees (and the communities that
they come from and travel through to get to
the rally) to increased risk of catching and
spreading the virus.
This was an extremely tough call to make,
but is the right one under these exceptional
circumstances. The good news is that you only
have to wait until the Spring! It’s in the same
great location – the Smoky Mountain Event
Center in Waynesville, NC. And with the same
(Continued on page 6)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
March 2021
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(Continued from page 5)
great roads and the same great
club. Registration will remain
open for the new dates.
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE
24-27, 2021

BMW MOA NATIONAL
RALLY
GREAT FALLS, MT

At Montana ExpoPark, 400 3rd
St NW, Great Falls, Montana
59404. Contact Corey and
Becky
Smith,
rallychair@
bmwmoa.org
Enjoy nightly entertainment,
more than 100 vendors, daily
door prizes, BMW demo rides,
seminars, huge grand prizes
and the best music scene in
the country. Come and join us
in Big Sky Country!

MOTO RC YCLE N E WS
BUELL MOTORCYCLES RESUMES PRODUCTION

https://www.autoblog.com/2021/02/19/michigan-based-buellmotorcycles-resumes-production-after-12-year-hiatus/
by Ronan Glon
Once celebrated as America’s entry into the superbike segment,
Michigan-based Buell Motorcycles has awakened from a
12-year slumber with plans to launch at least 10 models by

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

2024. It was formed in 1983, gradually became part of HarleyDavidson in the 1990s, and was unceremoniously shuttered in
2009 after weathering the recession.
In a way, the company has come home. It was purchased
and resurrected by Erik Buell Racing (EBR) Motorcycles, a firm
created in 2009 by Erik Buell after Harley-Davidson closed
Buell Motorcycles, which he also created. Then and now, Buell’s
focus is on speed. It resumed production of models based on
the 1190 platform in its Grand Rapids, Michigan, facility. The
range includes the 1190RX, the 1190SX, and an off-road model
called 1190HCR.
The Hammerhead 1190RX is powered by a 72-degree V-twin
with a displacement of 1,190 cubic centimeters. The 1190SX is
more of a street-oriented model, though it’s powered by the
same engine. An all-terrain evolution of the 1190 called Super
Touring should join the line-up in 2023.
Buell pointed out it’s not stuck in the superbike segment.
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It will expand its range of models to include dirt, dual-sport,
touring, and cruiser models, and it will add medium- and
small-displacement engines to its arsenal to make its bikes
accessible to a wider audience.
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INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org

SECRETARY
Jan Sands
secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
member1@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org

RALLY CHAIR
Dave Hartman
rallychair@loebmwr.org

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.loebmwr.org
or contact membership@loebmwr.org
BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie
•
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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RIDE CHALLENGE

by Jan Sands
A few of us are starting to work on the
Fire Station Ride Challenge.

by Dot Weber
Beauuuuutiful
day
today and a great
day to kick off the
scavenger hunt with
this and several other
fire stations!

by Sandy Ballard
3 days, 1000
miles, 1 google electrons circulated through our electric gear,
and 17 fire stations. In February Dick Strohmeyer and I made
a tour of southwestern New Mexico and visited one third of
the 50 fire stations on the Riding Challenge, including all the
fire stations south of I-40 and west of the Rio Grande. The
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weather was great, reaching a high
temperature of 73 degrees near
Rodeo NM down in the bootheel.
We camped at the Cosmic
Campground a bit north of Glenwood and the Upper End
Campground near Lake Roberts. It did get down to 20 degrees
in the morning of the last day (brrrrr!), but we survived.
There were a lot of great rides on this tour. Highlights include
Hwy 180 to Luna, Hwy 9 along the Mexican border (you can
go fast down there), Hwy 35 to Lake Roberts, 152 over Emory
Pass to Hillsboro (arguably the best motorcycle road in the
state), and 52 to Winston. I-25 to and from Albuquerque, not
so much.
We met super friendly firemen in Magdelena, where we got
a tour of the firehouse, Columbus where the guy gave us a
patch, Winston (hippy) and San Anotonio.
All-in-all, we had a great time and were tired and sore when
we got home.
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