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The Season of Spectacle
October is  the best riding month of the year here in the southwest. 

I think you can say that at any tire kicking event without a lot of argument, and this past 
October was certainly one for the record books.

Out and about now in early November, the 
trees in Albuquerque are brilliant yellow. We 
may not get the variety of colors they get in 
other parts of the country, but the intensity 
here can’t be beat. 

As you’ll see in this issue of the newsletter, 

the Club has been racking up the miles 
searching for all the Fall beauty our corner of 
the United States has to offer.

As the leaf peeping drops south from 
Colorado through New Mexico, Club mem-
bers have headed to the mountains following 

the yellow river of autumn as it flows past. 
Warm dry days were perfect for the im-
mersive motorcycling experience, with the 
wonderful scenery combining with the natu-
rally twisty mountain roads.

For those with a more adventurous bent 
(see Sandy’s story on page 8) the vistas on a 
vast, empty dirt road could not be beat. Enjoy 
the pictures, get out and see it before it’s gone!

David Wilson, editor 
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FE ATU RE STORY
THE SAN JUAN COLORS RIDE

Photos by Jan Sands, Karl Zuercher, Mary Lou 
Dobbs and Terry Rowley

Maurice Moortgat: Another spectacular 
weekend in Durango, Colorado. The San 
Juan colors couldn’t have been nicer. Good 
Club turn out of 14 members. Thanks Jan for 
organizing the Friday night dinner.

TheTheFall ColorsFall ColorsRideRide
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Karl Zuercher:  
Really good weekend on 
the Fall Colors ride. 
Colder than last year 
but more colorful!
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FE ATU RE STORY
THE SAN JUAN COLORS RIDE
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by John Desko: October 17 at Cabra Coffee, interesting turnout today! Some rare and wonderful. 
One of the rarest, The new Ray Bike. The newest adventure bike, the Honda Africa Single with the 
coveted Hondaline luggage mod. Last but not least a beautiful Rocket 3R.

by Jon Helm: Yup, that’s Monument Valley!

Jan Sands: Had a nice ride to Valles Caldera on 
October 9 to find fall colors.
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Where have you been up to lately?been up to lately?
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
At the Flying Tortilla Cafe located at 4250 
Cerrillos Rd, Santa Fe, NM 87507. Time is 
TBD…we are still working with Flying Tortilla 
to confirm best time for our group to show 
up – watch the forum post for that information.

Considering Sunday will be the first day of 
“rational time” (fall back an hour), therefore 
Albuquerque residents leaving around 7 am 
and arriving just an hour and a half hour after 
Flying Tortilla opens (6:30) would probably 

be a good way to avoid a big crowd. Maybe. 
However, if that’s too early, then possibly leave 
Albuquerque by 8 or 9 would be preferred… 
Let our Activities Director know what you 
think at activities@loebmwr.org, meanwhile 
we’ll get an idea when their cafe starts to get 
really busy and let you know.

Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4
CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY
by RJ Mirabal 
Space will be limited, so we’re starting the 
RSVP process right away. This event is open 
to the first 80 people who RSVP (click here to 
RSVP using our iVolunteer app).

This year the board decided to change it 
up and have the party at the Holiday Bowl, 
7515 Lomas Blvd NE, 87110. Holiday Bowl 
will be offering us some new and exciting 
food choices (buffet style) with something 
everyone is sure to like. Holiday Bowl has 
been tastefully remodeled and they now have 
a top-flight chef – really!

We will have our own room for socializing 

and eating, and everyone is welcome to bowl 
a few games before or after the event (at their 
own cost).

The food and soft drinks/coffee are free for 
all paid LOE BMW R members and one guest. 
We will be verifying your membership at the 
door, and you’re welcome to join/renew your 
membership ($35) at the event. Additional 
non-members/guests are $20 each and 
children 12 and under are $10 each, payable 
at the door.

As in the past, doors will open at 11 am 
with a full cash bar available, and food 
will be available at noon. You must RSVP 
to participate in this event no later than 
midnight Monday, November 29th so we can 
give Holiday Bowl an accurate headcount. 
Unfortunately, we won’t be able to accept 
RSVP’s after 11/29.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where.

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.
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THE NEW K1600 MODELS
Six-cylinder in-line engines have always 
belonged to the showcase drives at BMW. The 
K1600GT represents the particularly agile, 
dynamic variant of the six-cylinder design, 
while the K1600GTL with its more comfortable 
ergonomics and standard topcase is more 

for pleasurable riding. The 
K1600 B is of a completely 
different breed. It provides 
characteristic “streamlining” 
with a low rear section in 
bagger style. The K1600 
Grand America combines the 
superior performance of the 
six-cylinder in-line engine with 
exclusive equipment features 
that make long-distance rides 
in American highway cruising 
style an experience that is as 
comfortable as it is fascinating, 
both alone or with a partner.

The engine drag torque 
control is a new component. It 
helps control unstable riding 
conditions, which can develop 
in coasting mode or when 
shifting down due to excessive 
slip at the rear wheel.

“Next Generation” Dy-
namic Electronic Suspension 
Adjustment enables better 
riding safety, performance 
and comfort, because damp-
ing is automatically adapted 
to the riding conditions and 
manoeuvres, and there is also 
automatic riding position com-
pensation in all load states.

The new full LED headlight 
with LED lens technology in-
cludes the swivelling “adaptive 

headlight” function. With it, the low-beam 
LED headlight is turned into the curve accord-
ing to the heel angle. In addition, by swivelling 
the entire headlight unit (±2°), braking and 
accelerating are automatically controlled and 
optimum illumination is ensured at all times. 
In addition, there are a number of new light 
functions such as the “welcome light”.

The new 10.25” TFT colour display with 

integrated map navigation and connectivity 
provides excellent readability, clear menu 
navigation and a highly integrated operating 
concept.

Audio system 2.0 provides an even more 
intensive sound experience as standard. 
The audio system is available as optional 
equipment ex works for the K1600 GT and 
K1600 B.

The new K1600s are available in three 
attractive colour options each: a basic variant, 
a style variant and Option 719. Option 719 
“Midnight” is particularly noteworthy, which is 
only available for K1600 B and K1600 Grand 
America. The highlight of this equipment 
variant is the paintwork in Meteoric Dust II 
metallic with the “Galaxy” theme depicted 
using the water transfer printing method.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

BMW N EWS
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org 
 
RALLY CHAIR
Dave Hartman
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://loebmwr.org/
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CORONA
by Sandy Ballard
Quite a while ago, Amy was checking 
out the Butler Map of New Mexico’s 
Best Paved Rides and noticed that in 
addition to the orange, red and gold 
roads, they also highlight “recom-
mended dirt rides” with red and white 
symbology. In recent years we have 
checked out a couple of these roads 
and this weekend we headed down 
to some roads between Corona and 
Capitan New Mexico (see screen-
shot below). We camped at the Red 
Cloud Campground in the Gallinas 
Mountains located ~10 miles south-
west of Corona which was crowded 
with hunters this time of year. There are sev-
eral great, short roads to ride around on near 

the campground in-
cluding one that goes 
to the top of Gallinas 
Peak with a fantastic 
view. On Sunday we 
rode about 60 miles 
of county and for-
est service roads that 
parallel Highway 54 
down through Ancho, 
on to White Oaks 
and finally down to 
Capitan. These are 
beautiful, fun roads! The 
whole ride was on well 
maintained hardpacked 
dirt/gravel, with zero 
sand and no ruts worthy 
of any respect whatso-

ever. The scenery was great: quintessential 
New Mexico ranch land with a few national 
forest bits thrown in. The weather and the 
fall colors were fantastic. If you are look-
ing for challenging dirt rides go elsewhere; 
these roads are easy, fast and super fun. 
We enjoyed it so much we turned around in 
Capitan and rode back to camp the same way. 

Majestic 1930 500cc 1 cyl ohv with Bernardet 
sidecar: The Majestic is the brainchild of French 
designer Georges Roy. Roy is born in Orléans 
in 1888 and starts experimenting in the early 
twenties to design a motorcycle that does away 
with the conventional tube frame. Roy considers 
a tube frame not suitable for a motorcycle be-
cause of its tendency to flex at higher speeds and 
break because of repetitive vibration. A sheet 
metal carcass will overcome these drawbacks; a 

further advantage of a pressed steel chassis is 
a better weather protection for the engine and 
at the same time it will protect the rider from oil 
and grease. After experimenting with a proto-
type Roy applies for a patent in December 1926 
and the “New-Motorcycle” is ready.
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