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Missing the Bavarian Mountain Weekend

T

h e f i r s t b ava r i a n m o u n ta i n w e e k e n d i at t e n d e d wa s f u l f i l l i n g
a dream I’d had ever since I started riding a bike. That little blurb in the BMW MOA
magazine called to me from the moment I discovered BMW motorcycles.

After moving to New Mexico in 1995 the
Sipapu rally was right at the top of my To Do
list, and I wasn’t disappointed. Since then
I’ve been heavily invested in the Club and all
the friends I’ve made here. In 25 years I think
I’ve only ever missed two rallies. And I was

night dancing and hanging around the
campfire. No Club dinner and all the leftovers
to look forward to. No afternoon trips around
the Enchanted Circle (the only time of the
year I could carve out time for that heavenly
experience). No hanging out with all my
friends in the most beautiful part of our most
beautiful state.
I truly wish I could be there with all of you.
David Wilson, editor

profoundly unhappy to have missed those.
So here we are in the dumpster fire
we’re calling 2020, and for the first time in
my experience there will be no rally. And
I’m profoundly unhappy. No Club cabin, no
“Friday Night Snack,” no Jug Band or Saturday
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4300 MILES
by Jim Lightfoot
As Tolkien said, “there and back again,” or
maybe, “How I spent my summer vacation.”
4300 miles through some of the most amazing
country around. Not quite sea to shining sea,
but certainly saw the fruited plain, amber
waves of grain, and lots of purple mountains
majesty. With temperatures ranging from 36
to approaching triple digits, heavy rain across
Wolf Creek pass, billowing smoke from the
forest fires, heavy wind most afternoons, and
the requisite summer road repairs, it was a
real journey. Can’t wait for the next one!
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Where have you

been up to lately?

Loch Page:
Great ride today. A little 250 mile loop
through Jemez, the Caldera, Los Alamos,
Santa Fe, and Madrid. Wonderful cool ride
in the morning, a little hot in the afternoon.
The ice cream in Madrid was nice, thanks
Dave H!

Jan Sands:
Early morning
ride to get a
breakfast burrito!

MOTO RC YCLE N E WS
THE R18 DRAGSTER

The renowned custom bike designer Roland
Sands stripped down the BMW R18 to create
a straight line dragster featuring the iconic and
massive boxer powerplant. The result: the R 18 Dragster. He
and his team have created a unique masterpiece built around
the impressive 2-cylinder Big Boxer, giving their creativity free
reign in the process.
Roland’s personal story served as a source of inspiration
for his work on this bike. “With an engine that’s so visibly
the center piece, I immediately thought of muscle cars. My
family has always been into going fast and my dad was a drag
racer, so I thought it made sense to strip the bike down to
the essentials and shape it to go fast on a straight track,” the
designer explains.
Roland always starts by sketching his ideas on paper. This
allows him to figure out the basics of the shape and what the
stance and the geometry of the bike could look like. “In the end,

the real magic happens when we bring
the sketch to life,” Roland explains.
More than any other motorcycle, the new R18 offers a highly
customizable design. It features an easily removable rear
frame and a simple-to-dismantle painted parts set. This gives
the customer a high degree of freedom for easily converting
the rear end of the new R 18 to suit personal preferences. “The
electronics were definitely the most difficult task we had to
deal with as we put in nitrous oxide, stripped out the stock
exhaust and changed the intake drastically. It was a bit of an
experiment, but we dialed it in!” Roland points out.
The whole customizing process took about three and a
half months. The bike then headed to the workshop for final
assembly and a day at a drag strip.
“Every bike needs different sources depending on the build,
special materials or parts. Every new bike concept is a bit of
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a learning process even after having built over 200 bikes.
We always want to understand the genre of the bike we are
building in, it’s the key to keeping it authentic and functional,”
explains Roland.
For the R18 Dragster, Roland Sands used his own custom
milled parts to customize levers, wheels, valve covers, breast
plate, headlight and gauges. The front end was taken from the
BMW R nineT. The seat as well as the exhaust were created
from scratch.
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BMW MOTORRAD
PRESENTS THE
M ENDURANCE
CHAIN

MOTO RC YCLE N E WS
FRAZIER SHRUGGED

by Gregory Frazier
Global motorcycle adventurer (six times
around the world on motorcycles), Dr.
Gregory Frazier, has once again rocked the
motorcycling world up, down and sideways
with a revealing and extensive look at the
niche market of adventure motorcycling.
Working with well-known Adventure
Motorcycle magazine’s Senior Editor,
Paul H Smith, the pair has microscoped
the rapidly-expanding ADV motorcycle
trend with Adventure Motorcyclist: Frazier
Shrugged, a 354-page look at the industry’s
“good, bad and dirty.”
Included are sections on: What
constitutes a motorcycle adventure; Which
motorcycle is the best for motorcycle
adventuring, be it urban or ’round the world; Adventure solo
or buddy-up; Big versus little motorcycles for adventure; An
adventure with Dr. Gonzo, Hunter S. Thompson; Real versus
fake adventure riders; Snake oil sales of adventure marketed
motorcycles and gear; plus other poignant topics addressing
real or wannabe ADV riders.
This book is a “Whoa! Grab your helmet and protective
reading gear – we’re going on adventurous ride
through the esoteric and existential eyes of
‘America’s most extreme adventure motorcyclist,
and possibly the world’s most cerebral
motorcycle adventurer.’”
Chapters include: “Xanax Adventure Rider
Zone,” “A Good Rider?” “Adventure Junkie Monkey,”
“Ultimate Adventure Motorcycle,” “Bull Flop
Adventure Tales,” “The DNA Adventure Factor,”
“Starbucks Adventure Essentials,” “Adventure
Motorcycle of the Year Secrets,” “Non-Essential
Adventure Essentials” – plus over 100 tips and
tricks for adventure riders, old and new.
The Limited Print Collector’s Edition is available
for $24.95 plus S/H from the Sound Rider Store:
https://soundrider.com/current/2004/fraziershrugged.aspx

For more than 90 years,
the
maintenance-free,
environmentally friendly
and comfortable shaft
drive has been one of
BMW’s
immovable
technical cornerstones.
With the M Endurance
chain, BMW now offers
a maintenance-free chain with comparable
characteristics for the first time.
Like previous X-ring chains, the M Endurance
chain has a resident permanent lubricant filling
between the rollers and pins, enclosed by
X-rings. What is completely new, however, is that
the previously necessary additional lubricant
addition for the rollers and thus the familiar “chain lubrication”
is no longer necessary, nor is any re-tensioning required from
time to time due to the usual wear.
This enormous gain in comfort was made possible by using
a new coating material for the rollers: tetrahedrally amorphous
carbon (ta-C), also known as industrial diamond. This coating
is characterized by extreme hardness and resistance and in this
respect it is placed between
the well-known DLC coating
(Diamond Like Carbon) and
pure diamond. In contrast to
the metal surfaces used so
far, the coating with the ta-C
industrial diamond does not
wear off. At the same time,
this type of coating also offers
a drastically reduced friction
coefficient.
Thanks to excellent dry
lubrication properties and
the elimination of wear, the
tetrahedral amorphous carbon coated rollers of the
M Endurance chain offer
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maintenance comfort equivalent to that of
a shaft drive motorcycle. This includes all
the cleaning work that is unavoidable with a
conventional chain due to splashed lubricant.
Accordingly, the M Endurance chain also offers maximum environmental friendliness.
The M Endurance chain in 525 pitch is
now available initially for the S1000RR and
S1000XR. It is available as accessory or
directly from the factory as an option. Further
models are being prepared for this feature.

M PERFORMANCE CARBON FIBRE
WHEELS FOR THE S1000RR

Carbon fibre – once developed for the aerospace industry, this
high-strength and super-light material first established itself
in racing and now also in BMW motorcycles. BMW Motorrad
uses it wherever minimum weight and maximum strength are
required.
The M Performance carbon fibre wheels for the BMW
S1000RR are an ideal area of application for the material, which
is processed in a very complex process using high-pressure
furnaces, the so-called autoclaves. The benefits are obvious.
Less weight means lower rotational masses leading not only to
improved acceleration and braking behaviour but also makes
the bike easier to handle. In short: The motorcycles become
even more agile and dynamic. In addition, the carbon fibre
surface, which is coated with high-gloss clear lacquer, is a real
eye-catcher thanks to its deep black shimmering structure.
The M Performance carbon fibre wheels for the S1000RR
are 1.7 kg lighter in total than the standard aluminium wheels,
which were already reduced in weight by 1.6 kg when the two
models were relaunched last year. All parts such as the 5 mm
thick brake discs (standard: 4.5 mm), sensor
rings, wheel bearings
and tyre pressure
control valves
are included in
the complete
wheel set.
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

COVID-19 EVENT UPDATE

by RJ Mirabal
For now, Traveling Breakfasts and Lunch
Rendezvous are cancelled: We may very
well go back to a “new normal” in a month or
so, but for now, these two regular club rides
are suspended until the current pandemic
situation settles down. Of course, the
Sunday breakfast at Milly’s has always been
a voluntary affair, so nothing changes there
unless Milly’s closes for the duration.
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TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2-4
OFFICIALLY CANCELLED, UNOFFICIALLY…

SAN JUAN FALL COLOR RIDE

by Maurice Moortgat,
vicepresident@loebmwr.org
First the Bad News:
The Board has decided to cancel the
‘officially sanctioned’ Durango club event
ride, 1st weekend in October because the
availability of local restaurants being able to
serve us is unknown. However, if you’d like to
go on your own to Durango that weekend...
The Good News is:
There are currently a dozen club members
planning to do the same ride as last year,
leaving Friday and returning Sunday. Still
plan to order pizza Friday night and check
availability of restaurants for Saturday night
dinner.
Who still plans to visit Durango as a
non-organized get together? We will have a
club ride to Durango and ride the loop from

Durango - Silverton - Ouray - Telluride Dolores - Durango during (hopefully) the
peak of the fall colors. The ride is about 225
miles and Google says it should take about
4:45 riding time.
We will ride up to Durango on Friday
afternoon, arriving by about 5 pm, and stay
two nights at the Siesta Motel. Friday night
we will enjoy some pizza in the parking lot
of the motel. After the ride on Saturday, we
will hop on the Durango trolley to go into
town and have dinner at an as-yet-to-beidentified eatery. Then we will ride home on
Sunday morning.
Everyone is on their own to make hotel
reservations at the Siesta (https://www.
durangosiestamotel.com). You should make
your reservations early because they are a
popular motel in a popular town at a very
(Continued on page 6)

SMRI and Law Tigers are proud
to announce the schedule for our
2020 track days and the Law Tigers’
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Championships. Events will be held the
third weekend of every month from
May through October with a total of
six track days and six race days.
Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org
September 19

ROADRACING
September 20

October 17
October 18
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
September 2020
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued from page 5)

popular time of year.
Please let me know if you make a reservation
so that I can occasionally notify our members
how many folks plan to participate. Logistical
details relative to meeting places and times,
both in Albuquerque and Durango will be
forthcoming as the date approaches.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

NATIONAL EVENTS
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10-13

NON-INVITATIONAL DGR RALLY
MAGGIE VALLEY NC

from Jerry Finley, pirateslair.net
This year the event will be held in Maggie
Valley, NC at the Maggie Valley Creekside
Lodge, 800-621-1260. Rooms are $109 plus
tax per night for the Standard room with
two queens or $119 plus tax per night for the
Creekside Room with two queens. This is for
2 adults. You can also rent a jacuzzi room
with one King bed for $149 a night.
Making discounted reservations are good
until August 13th and then special pricing is
no longer available. Cancellation is good with
a week’s notice, anything less than a week,
they charge you for a night. The hotel has
some other restrictions that will be passed

along at the time you make your reservations
(no pets, charges for stealing TV remotes,
no smoking in rooms, etc.) There are a few
secluded areas to smoke, if you know what I
mean.
POSTPONED
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 20-23, 2021

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY

We tried. We really tried. With the majority
of spring and summer rallies postponed due
to coronavirus, we really wanted to hold our
“Game of Roads” National Rally in the fall
because we know the healing power of riding
and coming together. Our hope was that
by September, coronavirus was going to be
sufficiently under control that we could hold
a safe rally. Rally Chair Matt Smith and his
team of volunteers had been working hard
not only on all of the usual moving parts of a
rally but also on the new realities of holding
a rally during a pandemic, with contactless
check-in, additional disinfecting protocols,
and appropriate social distancing. Member
Jill Veverka (a registered nurse) volunteered
to help make sure that the rally was indeed
safe.
As recently as last week we thought
that we could make this happen. But a lot
changed in just a handful of days and BMW
RA President Sibley Poland called for an
emergency Board meeting. It was decided
unanimously that it would be irresponsible
to potentially expose rally attendees (and the
communities that they come from and travel
through to get to the rally) to increased risk of
catching and spreading the virus.
This was an extremely tough call to make,
but is the right one under these exceptional
circumstances. The good news is that you
only have to wait until the Spring! It’s in the
same great location - the Smoky Mountain
Event Center in Waynesville, NC. And with

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

the same great roads and the same great
club. Registration will remain open for the
new dates.
For those of you who have already
registered and would like to roll the rally fees
over to next year, we have a beautiful present
as a token of appreciation - a new BMW
Riders Association neck gaiter. You can also
request a full refund. Or, if you’d like to turn
your rally registration fee into a one-time
donation to the club, we’d greatly appreciate
that too and send you a neck gaiter as a thank
you. Look for an email with these options.
Thank you for your understanding. This
was a really difficult decision to make but
we feel that it’s in the best interest of our
members, rally attendees, vendors and
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partners, and the motorcycling community.
Be well and stay safe.
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 24-27, 2021

BMW MOA NATIONAL RALLY
GREAT FALLS, MT

At Montana ExpoPark, 400 3rd St NW, Great
Falls, Montana 59404. Contact Corey and
Becky Smith, rallychair@bmwmoa.org
Enjoy nightly entertainment, more than
100 vendors, daily door prizes, BMW demo
rides, seminars, huge grand prizes and the
best music scene in the country. Come and
join us in Big Sky Country!
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org

SECRETARY
Jan Sands
secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
member1@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org

RALLY CHAIR
Dave Hartman
rallychair@loebmwr.org

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.loebmwr.org
or contact membership@loebmwr.org
BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie
•
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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www.ocdcustomcycles.com
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LOE B MW R N E WS
HAVE OUR BIKES EVOLVED?

by Keith Ingram
Hi all,Back in the late Jurassic ERA, the “best” off bike was
the proverbial enduro (mid 60’s). Being flat trackers, we had a
frame company make us an off road frame. Short version: with
just an engine, frame handlebars and nothing else, we had 201
lb dirt bike. Have our bikes evolved? Take a look at two of my
bikes: then & now. Just thought you’d smile at these two photos.

for parts with EuroMoto Electric (EME) athttps://www.
euromotoelectrics.com/and the website for all things related
to Colorado Airheads is https://www.downtomeet.com/
ColoradoAirheadsBeemerClub. There are lots of other sources
you can find by searching Google or on YouTube. There are lists
of Airhead friendly shops, techniques, and tips you can access
just by looking or do the Luddite thing and just ask in the forum
on the Colorado Airhead site show above.In any case we can
look at this 2020 riding season as as an opportunity to ride
as much as you are comfortable with and get in some of the
Motorcycle and Me time with
a wrench and your motorbike.
Lots of magnificent rides in
both our States and you should
consider turning your front
wheel south from time to time
just to take it all in.

NEW TO THE GROUP

GETTING YOUR AIRHEAD READY

by Dick Paschen
Hello Airheads,I know the 2020 riding season has not been
great due to facility closures due to Covid 19. Some folks have
even curtailed day-rides for various reasons. The bright side
may be that overdue or under prioritized maintenance events
are being addressed by many riders. Your riding experience
for whenever you do pick it back up will be that much more
enhanced on a well sorted Airhead! So roll up those sleeves
and get to wrenching. There are lot’s of How To Do resources
available for us amateur wrenchers. Brooks Garage athttps://
brook.reams.me is one such source (and my personal favorite).
Boxer 2 Valve also has a lot of excellent videos on major and
minor maintenance and repair. They are athttps://www.
boxer2valve.comif you want to look. Of course the Airhead
Magazine has Tech Tips at the back of every issue so check
out the ABC website athttp://www.airheads.org/.
In Colorado we have an excellent home town source

by Peter Rasmussen
Let me introduce myself, I’m
a 69 year old retired man
who moved from Wisconsin
to Eldorado 2K years ago. I
hadn’t ridden in a number of
years. I purchased a 2004 R1150R and installed a Tow Pac
conversion kit, a less expensive alternative to modifying the
bike to become a trike. It’s been fun installing the kit and I am
still working through some issues to accommodate my hard
bags. I can thank a couple of friends for getting me back on a
bike. We recently completed a four day, three night trip. Our
route took us south through Socorro then west through Pie
Town, stopping at Quemado Lake State Park the first night.
The second day out we traveled south through Silver City
then north in to the Gila National Forest. We had hoped to
explore the Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument but it
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was closed. We ended up in a small private campground with
hot springs. Day three saw us traveling south through T&C,
over to Almogordo and on to Cloudcroft where we wilderness
camped in the Lincoln National Forest. Day four, we headed
back north passing through Carrizozo, Mountainair, San
Antonio and then home. Not bad for my first real excursion in
over 25 years, although when the temperatures reached 104
degrees, I can’t say I was comfortable! Please keep me in mind
if you have another unofficial ride planned. I plan on a day trip
down to Santa Rosa to check out the State Park as well as the
Villanueva State Park.

JEMEZ SPRINGS SPRINT
by Jan Sands
Short early morning ride to
Jemez Springs to beat the
heat and then a visit with
Victor and Barbara Smart.
Thanks for the coffee and
delicious chile relleno!
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