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Despite Everything, It’s a Beautiful Time to Ride
Th e  w h o l e  w o r l d  i s  g o i n g  c r a z y,  i t  s e e m s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  n e w  m e x i c o 

motorcycle world things are peachy keen. The weather is perfect for riding, the roads 
are still relatively empty, and the takeout food is great!    

Ninety degrees in the city translates to 70s 
and 80s in the mountains, and that’s where 
we should be riding anyway, right? Right now 
is the sweet spot between blazing June and 
the monsoons that will hopefully arrive in 
August. It’s an excellent time to get out and 

put on some miles! 
I’ve actually gotten in some rides, a 

change in my dwindling riding career lately, 
and I’ve been loving it. Up at the Peak it’s 
been blissfully cool, and even riding North 
14 has been pleasant and not very crowded. 

It’s been a great way to decompress from all 
the insanity affecting society lately, and an 
excellent way to get away from all the people 
we’re supposed to be avoiding and have some 
alone time with the wind and the mountains.

Despite the sinking of our riding calendar 
I see plenty of rides happening. Lots of little 
get-togethers, lots of camping, lots of club 
members enjoying this beautiful time of year.

David Wilson, editor
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FE ATU RE STORY
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO LATELY?

Where have you been up to lately?

Derek Van Wart

Jeff Foster

David Wilson

Sunday  
in Madrid

I might have taken the idea of social distancing a little too far.
from Cornelius Breadington

No more Pie in Pie Town, the 
Pie-O-Neer has closed.
from Karl Zuercher

Humberto C. Martinez

On a hot morning.

There is no entrance allowed to the White Sands 
Missile Range. So I had to settle for a picture of 
the partial gate.
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BEST-SOUNDING MOTORCYCLES OF ALL TIME
by Motorcyclist Staff, https://www.motorcyclistonline.com/
story/reviews/best-sounding-motorcycles-of-all-time/?utm_
source=internal&utm_medium=email
Raw and thrilling, the sound of combustion is an inextricable 
part of the appeal of motorcycles. Asked to opine on the 
best-sounding motorcycles of all time, the staff of the Barber 
Motorsports Museum in Birmingham, Alabama, was more 
than happy to wring out their favorites. Click the link above for 
all the audio goodness.

MV AGUSTA 500
The MV Agusta 500 four-
cylinder was the MotoGP 
bike of its day, says Chuck 
Honeycutt, lead restorer at the 
Barber Vintage Motorsports 
Museum. He wrung out a 
1973 version on Barber’s track, 
offering a now-rare chance to 
hear the operatic howl it blasts 
through its four trumpet-

shaped exhaust pipes. The sound drills into your chest and 
consumes your being like a spiritual assault. It seems natural 
to ascribe such a sound to one of Richard Wagner’s warlike 
Valkyries. But this is an Italian bike– Verdi is the only way. The 
MV’s dramatic mezzo-soprano blast recalls Amneris cursing 
the priests who have condemned her beloved to death at the 
end of Aida.

HONDA RC161
If the MV Agusta sings a 
mezzo-soprano note, then 
the 250cc Honda RC161 could 
occupy the soprano role. As 
Honeycutt flung Barber’s 
RC161 around the track, the 
amount of noise wrung from so 
small a bike defied logic. The 
RC161’s blood-curdling shriek 
was once a familiar sound to 
roadracing fans. Revving out 

to 14,000 rpm, the DOHC inline-four-cylinder made a case for 
the then-novel engine layout as it finished second in the 1960 
constructors championship.

SEELEY-KAWASAKI
The Barber museum’s 1974 
Seeley-Kawasaki is an 
odd duck. For starters, it’s 
about as much Kawasaki as 
Robocop was Alex Murphy. 
It has a Kawasaki H2R 750cc 
three-cylinder, two-stroke 
race engine, but the chassis 
is Colin Seeley’s creation. 
The Kawi guts– and the 

exhaust system in particular– give this bike its unique angry 
chainsaw sound. Long, narrow exhaust exit tubes, or “stingers,” 
add an angry edge to the racket. It’s a name that makes sense; 
the sound stings the eardrums after a fashion.

MATCHLESS G50
There’s a reason people refer 
to big singles as thumpers, 
and the Matchless G50 
is a perfect illustration of 
this phenomenon. One of 
the premier racing bikes of 
the early ’60s, the G50 is 
somewhat slow by today’s 
standards. But it kicks up a 
hell of a racket as it eases up 
to speed on straightaways, 

and the thut-thut-thut-thut-thut it makes while decelerating 
is formidable too. Even its idle penetrates the air with a fast 
succession of whacks, and bystanders in the vicinity feel like 
they’re being hit in the chest with the flat end of a shovel at 
engine speed.

BRITTEN V1000
When the Britten V1000 first appeared on the racing scene– at 
the 1992 Battle of the Twins in Daytona– no one heard it 
coming. Sure, it’s not that loud, but no one had ever heard of 
John Britten, the guy who had hand-built the thing in his shed 
with some friends. But like fellow New Zealander Burt Munro 

and his famous Indian, 
Britten emerged from Kiwi 
backyard obscurity and 
astounded factory teams 
with the bike’s power and 
capability. The V1000 
won lots of races in the 
early ’90s. Britten built 10 
of them, one of which was 

purchased new by George Barber. The bike’s exhaust note isn’t 
likely to drown out the competition, but its oversquare 1,000cc 
60-degree V-twin– which is also handmade and cranks out 
more than 160 horsepower– makes a lovely, silky sound. And 
mercy, is it ever fast.

INTRODUCING THE ESCORT REDLINE 360C
We didn’t raise the bar. We shut it down. 

Introducing the Redline 360c, the 
new technical standard for 

driver alert systems. 2X the 
range. 360° directional 
awareness. 100% stealth. 
Get ready to REDefine the 

road. All for only $749.95!

BMW RECALL FOR R NINE T, 1250 GS, RT, R, RS
By Simon Hancocks, https://www.visordown.com/news/
industry/bmw-recall-r-nine-t-1250-gs-rt-r-rs-models
BMW has issued a recall for a raft of the brand’s most popular 
models due to a rear axle problem. The recall affects 440 bikes 
produced worldwide between 31st October 2019 and 30th 
January 2020. The defect is reported as ‘Due to inappropriate 
materials’ characteristics, components may come into contact 
with the spokes of the rear wheel. This may lead to loss of 
control over the vehicle, increasing the risk of an accident.’ 
Motociclismo reports that the fault relates to the Paralever 
joint, which could cause an issue. To rectify the fault, BMW 
will need to replace the pin in order to prevent loss of control 
of the motorcycle.

BMW type approval numbers affected: 
e1*168/2013*00009*, e1*168/2013*00071*, 
e1*168/2013*00093*, e1*168/2013*00094*, 
e1*168/2013*00010*, e1*168/2013*00011*,  
Types: 1N12, 1G13, 1T13, 1R13, 2T16, 2T16r
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NAVIGATION IN NATIONAL FORESTS
by Sandy Ballard
I recently discovered that the Forest 
Service publishes Motor Vehicle Use Maps 
(MVUMs) for all the National Forests. For 
each Forest, these maps define all the 
roads in the Forest, what sorts of vehicles 
are allowed on the road, and whether or 
not dispersed camping is allowed adjacent 
to the road. Here is a link: https://www.
fs.usda.gov/detailfull/cibola/maps-pubs/
?width=full&cid=FSEPRD586426.

Best of all, these maps are available 
digitally for free and can be downloaded 
to your smart phone and then accessed 
even without a cell phone connection. To do that, you need 
the free Avenza mapping app for your IOS or Android phone. 

The app is free, and the digital MVUMs are free. Avenza 
has tons of other maps available as well, some free, some not. 
I think you can access digital BDR maps using their app, but I 
have not tried it.

Together, these make a very helpful tool for navigating in a 
National Forest. On the screenshot from my phone, I dropped 
a red pin at a road intersection and my location at the time 
was represented with a blue dot. The latitude and longitude 
of the location at the center of the gray circle is displayed at 
the bottom of the screen. There are simple tools for finding 
the distance and direction from your current location to the 
location of any pin dropped on the map. 

Overall, I was pretty impressed with this 
stuff. Check it out.

NMBDR - EL RITO 
TO ANTONITO, 
COLORADO
by Sandy & Amy Ballard
June 13-14, 2020 – The section 
of the NM Backcountry 
Discovery Route from El Rito 
north to the Colorado border 
is without a doubt one of the 
nicest legs of the NMBDR. We 
enjoyed it so much last year 
that we decided to repeat it last weekend.

On Saturday morning we trailered our dual sports to a 
parking area near the El Rito Campground, about 6 miles north 
of the town of the same name. The ride from there north to 
Highway 64 is lovely. About 45 miles of easy, light gravel two-
track, with one very important caveat. If you stick to the actual 
BDR route, it has one incredibly nasty section just before you 
get to Highway 64 (red on the map that accompanies this 
report). It involves a steep, uphill section with deep, muddy 
ruts. We discovered it when we rode this section last year and 
it kicked our butts. It probably took us 45 minutes to push and 
drag our mud encrusted bikes about 50 yards. This time, we 
simply took an alternative route around that section, which 
was a piece of cake.

We had planned to camp in the meadows along the route 
north of Hwy 64, with fabulous views of San Antonio Mountain, 
but the weather was very threatening when we got to 64 so 
we opted to camp at Hopewell Lake Campground, which is on 
Hwy 64 about 7 miles west of the BDR.

In the morning, we continued north on good dirt/light gravel 

two-track. There were a few rocky sections that 
were a bit trickier than the route south of 64, 
but nothing too serious. Eventually, we came to 
the Rio de Los Pinos, which is a lovely section of 
two-track right along a beautiful stream. There 
is excellent stream-side camping in this stretch.

At the west end of the river section, the road 
takes a very hard right turn and heads up a 
big hill. This is the beginning of about 2 miles 
of pretty difficult terrain. The road is steep and 
rocky, and we found it very challenging. But we 

made it with only one mishap when Amy’s back wheel slipped 
into a rut. The hardest part was right when you leave the river 
and it generally gets a little bit easier as you proceed. After 
crossing the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad tracks, the 
difficulties are over and only a few miles of easy gravel remain 
before you get to CO 17 which takes you to Antonito.

To return to El Rito, we headed south on US 285. We don’t 
like riding our dual sports on big highways much so about a 
mile south of Tres Piedras we turned west on excellent light 
gravel two-track. After only about 5 miles or so the gravel gave 
way to crappy but fun pavement which took us into Petaca. 
Proceeding south and then west, the pavement got better and 
better with lots of fun twisties and excellent scenery all the 
way to El Rito. Compared to the more obvious route on 285 
through Ojo Caliente, the Petaca route is shorter in terms of 
miles but probably took a ~half hour longer. Worth it if you 
have the time.

About 5 minutes after we loaded the bikes on the trailer and 
started heading for home, we got nailed by a veritable deluge of 
rain and hail. Fortunate timing to say the least! Great weekend 
out in the beautiful mountains of northern New Mexico!
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

COVID-19 EVENT UPDATE
by RJ Mirabal
For now, Traveling Breakfasts and Lunch 
Rendezvous are cancelled: We may very 
well go back to a “new normal” in a month or 
so, but for now, these two regular club rides 
are suspended until the current pandemic 
situation settles down. Of course, the 
Sunday breakfast at Milly’s has always been 
a voluntary affair, so nothing changes there 
unless Milly’s closes for the duration.

SUNDAY, JULY 5
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where. 

SATURDAY, JULY 11
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, JULY 18
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, JULY 19
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where. 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JULY 17-19
THE ICE CREAM RIDE
by Sandy Ballard, activities@loebmwr.org 
This business with the Corona virus has 
certainly thrown a monkey wrench into our club 
activities schedule. Since it appears very clear 
at this point that the need to practice good 
social distancing behavior will not soon abate, 
the club officers, after extensive deliberations, 
have decided to reschedule the Ice Cream Ride 
for Friday-Sunday July 17-19.

We hope that things will have returned to 
normal by then. Stay tuned! 

The annual Ice Cream Ride will be held at the 
lovely Los Olmos Lodge in Glenwood NM.

Many thanks to Jan for organizing this 
year’s event! We have reserved the outdoor 
pavilion at the Los Olmos for our evening 
festivities and Kerry is holding a block of cabins 
for our use. Please make your reservations 
at your earliest convenience (http://www.

losolmoslodge.com/; (575)539-2224) and 
be sure to mention that you are with the Land 
of Enchantment BMW Riders club. 

As in previous years, the club will host a 
picnic dinner at the Los Olmos Friday evening. 
Saturday evening, we will order pizza from a 
local pizzeria.

The ride to Glenwood is outstanding 
and there are numerous other great rides 
in the area, including the unbeatable Devil’s 
Highway in Arizona.

Additional details about the event will be 
forthcoming as the date approaches but in the 
meantime you can peruse postings about the 
2018 Ice Cream Ride here: https://loebmwr.
org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=5049

For those who would like to ride down to 
Glenwood in a group, meet at the Valero gas 
station on the SE corner of Unser and Ladera 
Friday morning at 8:50 am for a prompt 9 am 
departure. The address is 7940 Ladera Dr 
NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120 and the GPS 
coordinates are 35.10391, -106.72918. The 
GPS coordinates for the Los Olmos Lodge are 
33.32002, -108.88256. The route is about 
235 miles and should take about 4 hours, not 
counting stops. This is a leaderless ride so 
folks who show up should self-organize into 
appropriately sized subgroups for the ride.

Here is a link to the map of a suggested 
route.

Here is a link to a GPX file for the route 
which you can download to a file on your 
computer.

…and tips on how to download the file to 
your GPS.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2-4
SAN JUAN FALL COLOR RIDE
by Maurice Moortgat, 
vicepresident@loebmwr.org
We will have a club ride to Durango and ride 
the loop from Durango - Silverton - Ouray 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.

A U G U S T
S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

J U LY
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

(Continued on page 6)

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
https://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=5049
https://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=5049
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fd%2Fedit%3Fmid%3D1dlm2dfaYDZ1fIg4FFmtaDnzwmR9MOIUP%26ll%3D34.20673125270979%252C-107.83268000000004%26z%3D8%26fbclid%3DIwAR1e831FpYzLHy1BIHWeD3M50h1AXk4ZZeibdm9z-CvdiaGEvQ9OkerNqdM&h=AT0xQnG8sKd4ljc6gE1ujc5CieNdb6FvD1tA65SfnDgQKAmUZ2buUH1bcS_3YeQD-1Ftk_K-dgbcDo7XQ6Y7Who5J2CyTrDk_sW0a_ggBirCMsF0iQlByfG8FRN_MgT-npdrNb-GjHEhb4uExzSF5ei1t_jI7g_3hTfyHRs
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fd%2Fedit%3Fmid%3D1dlm2dfaYDZ1fIg4FFmtaDnzwmR9MOIUP%26ll%3D34.20673125270979%252C-107.83268000000004%26z%3D8%26fbclid%3DIwAR1e831FpYzLHy1BIHWeD3M50h1AXk4ZZeibdm9z-CvdiaGEvQ9OkerNqdM&h=AT0xQnG8sKd4ljc6gE1ujc5CieNdb6FvD1tA65SfnDgQKAmUZ2buUH1bcS_3YeQD-1Ftk_K-dgbcDo7XQ6Y7Who5J2CyTrDk_sW0a_ggBirCMsF0iQlByfG8FRN_MgT-npdrNb-GjHEhb4uExzSF5ei1t_jI7g_3hTfyHRs
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F17Sb4WjfVyGGeQF4uZCxQJNZnYgBs5zeb%2Fview%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR028JG57i7rpFda7Wh8raBNkv1S9TdfYHF-RBrCid27t3VNonbBdbmwCOc&h=AT07--VmD91GjETTG_nbiC1lKRvKRuRxsURT1hf9pkrN4Ig5-3Ugarkfkc-GKjk8v-uOD0aPTKYNNLY-Rmirm1SZet2gEjHd5wXWGt02wSXmqGAKntZrYca0DGhYj0epTp60-HOpr3QDKMijAz41IBOUDTBlYAPm4kCFBqc
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F17Sb4WjfVyGGeQF4uZCxQJNZnYgBs5zeb%2Fview%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR028JG57i7rpFda7Wh8raBNkv1S9TdfYHF-RBrCid27t3VNonbBdbmwCOc&h=AT07--VmD91GjETTG_nbiC1lKRvKRuRxsURT1hf9pkrN4Ig5-3Ugarkfkc-GKjk8v-uOD0aPTKYNNLY-Rmirm1SZet2gEjHd5wXWGt02wSXmqGAKntZrYca0DGhYj0epTp60-HOpr3QDKMijAz41IBOUDTBlYAPm4kCFBqc
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F17Sb4WjfVyGGeQF4uZCxQJNZnYgBs5zeb%2Fview%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR028JG57i7rpFda7Wh8raBNkv1S9TdfYHF-RBrCid27t3VNonbBdbmwCOc&h=AT07--VmD91GjETTG_nbiC1lKRvKRuRxsURT1hf9pkrN4Ig5-3Ugarkfkc-GKjk8v-uOD0aPTKYNNLY-Rmirm1SZet2gEjHd5wXWGt02wSXmqGAKntZrYca0DGhYj0epTp60-HOpr3QDKMijAz41IBOUDTBlYAPm4kCFBqc
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LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR
(Continued from page 5)

- Telluride - Dolores - Durango during 
(hopefully) the peak of the fall colors. The 
ride is about 225 miles and Google says it 
should take about 4:45 riding time.

We will ride up to Durango on Friday 
afternoon, arriving by about 5 pm, and stay 
two nights at the Siesta Motel. Friday night 
we will enjoy some pizza in the parking lot 
of the motel. After the ride on Saturday, we 
will hop on the Durango trolley to go into 
town and have dinner at an as-yet-to-be-
identified eatery. Then we will ride home on 
Sunday morning.

Everyone is on their own to make hotel 
reservations at the Siesta (https://www.
durangosiestamotel.com). You should make 
your reservations early because they are a 
popular motel in a popular town at a very 
popular time of year.

Please let me know if you make a reservation 
so that I can occasionally notify our members 
how many folks plan to participate. Logistical 
details relative to meeting places and times, 
both in Albuquerque and Durango will be 
forthcoming as the date approaches.

NATIONAL EVENTS 

THURSDAY-SATURDAY, JULY 16-18
TOP O' THE ROCKIES RALLY
PAONIA CO
The BMW Motorcycle Club of Colorado 
and the town of Paonia bring you the 49th 
annual Top O’The Rockies Rally! Don’t miss 

out on attending the longest running BMW 
Motorcycle Rally in the continent. The early 
registration fee of $50.00 still provides three 
days of camping in the town park, endless 
coffee, tea and lemonade, WiFi, charging 
stations, vendors, showers on site, ample 
parking, delicious Saturday night meal with a 
vegan option, breakfast available Thursday-
Sunday, door prizes, beer garden and two 
nights of live entertainment. All this and 
some of the best pavement and dual sport 
riding in Colorado.

Check out our website at BMW Motorcycle 
Club of Colorado for more details or contact 
our Rally Master, Ronnie Martinez, at 303-
229-8229 or topotherockies@bmwmcc.org

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10-13
NON-INVITATIONAL DGR RALLY
MAGGIE VALLEY NC
from Jerry Finley, pirateslair.net
This year the event will be held in Maggie 
Valley, NC at the Maggie Valley Creekside 
Lodge, 800-621-1260. Rooms are $109 plus 
tax per night for the Standard room with 
two queens or $119 plus tax per night for the 
Creekside Room with two queens. This is for 
2 adults. You can also rent a jacuzzi room 
with one King bed for $149 a night.

Making discounted reservations are good 
until August 13th and then special pricing is 
no longer available. Cancellation is good with 
a week’s notice, anything less than a week, 
they charge you for a night. The hotel has 
some other restrictions that will be passed 
along at the time you make your reservations 
(no pets, charges for stealing TV remotes, 

no smoking in rooms, etc.) There are a few 
secluded areas to smoke, if you know what I 
mean.

POSTPONED
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 24-27, 2021
BMW MOA NATIONAL RALLY
GREAT FALLS, MT
At Montana ExpoPark, 400 3rd St NW, Great 
Falls, Montana 59404. Contact Corey and 
Becky Smith, rallychair@bmwmoa.org

Enjoy nightly entertainment, more than 
100 vendors, daily door prizes, BMW demo 
rides, seminars, huge grand prizes and the 
best music scene in the country. Come and 
join us in Big Sky Country!

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
mailto:topotherockies@bmwmcc.org
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://pirateslair.net
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org  

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org 
 
RALLY CHAIR
Dave Hartman
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Jan Sands 
secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
member1@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie 
• 
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 
 

  

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.loebmwr.org
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NMBDR - GILA NATIONAL FOREST
by SandyBallard 
The New Mexico Backcountry Discovery Route has been tra-
versed by yet another duo of intrepid dual sport riders! Over 
the Memorial Day weekend Amy and I rode Leg 3 in the Gila 
National Forest, our final leg of the NMBDR. It has taken us 
about a year, tackling individual sections weekend-warrior style. 

On Saturday morning we trailered the bikes to Beaverhead 
Work Center and left the trailer in a parking area right at the 
intersection of Hwy 59 and Hwy 150. Heading west, the road 
was initially very good gravel two-track then turned into super 
fun, twisty, hilly, dirt two-track which persisted all the way to 
Snow Lake, about 25 miles. We dispersed camped a few miles 
east of Snow Lake since Dipping Vat and Aeroplane Mesa 
Campgrounds were closed. In the afternoon we hiked a couple 

of miles down the Middle 
Fork of the Gila River into 
the Gila Wilderness. 
What a lovely hike! A 
beautiful stream through 
a delightful canyon 
highlighted by many shin-
deep water crossings. On 
Sunday, we rode 60 miles 
of very well maintained 
3-track gravel all the 

way to Reserve, opting to avoid the hard section over Corner 
Mountain. Riding big, wide gravel roads is not our favorite; not 
very interesting but quite unsettling since the back wheel tends 
to wiggle around quite a bit when 
the gravel gets deep. By contrast, 
the scenery was beautiful. From 
Reserve, we backtracked the 
same route to camp and then 
returned to Beaverhead on 
Monday morning. A highlight of 
the weekend was hearing Mexican 
Gray Wolves howling in the 
distance at around dawn Monday 
morning. They sounded just like 
this: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8c-x7dsKbxQ.

The NMBDR is a fantastic trip. Mostly moderate-difficulty 
riding with great dispersed camping in lovely, remote places. 
I would say that some of the highlights were the Guadeloupe 
Rim Road down south, the Westside Road near Cloudcroft and 
the last section from El Rito to the Colorado border. I would like 
to do it again sometime, in a single go.

Ride on!

RIDING CHALLENGE
by SandyBallard
OMG! What am i going to do now? I took a little tour down south 
and visited the 9 remain-
ing historical markers. I’m 
done. Whew! Now what? 
Is there life after the Riding 
Challenge?

On Tuesday, I hightailed 
it south on I-25 to Augustin 
Pass east of Las Cruces, then 
headed over to nearby White 
Sands Missile Range. Well guess what? The White Sands Missile 
Range historical marker is on an Army base and a huge, mean-
looking guy with a huge, mean-looking gun told me I couldn’t go 
there. After kicking him in the knee a few times to try to get him 
to change his mind (not really) I just took a picture of the sign 
at the entrance to the Missile Range. If Richard doesn’t accept 
that, he can go down and argue with the guy (and his gun).

Next I headed across the Tularosa Basin and up to 
Cloudcroft where I enjoyed the 20 degree drop in temperature 
very much. After visiting a couple of historic markers in the 
area, I took off down two-track Forest Road 223 looking for 
a place to bed down for 
the night. What a beautiful 
place! Cool, green, 
gorgeous! In the morning, I 
pointed the headlight north 
through Ruidoso, Lincoln 
and Capitan (Smokey!) 
and made it to White 
Oaks where I visited my 
final historical marker of 
the Challenge. After that, 
I headed home through 
Claunch and Mountainair.

So what did it take 
to complete this years 
Riding Challenge? 
I basically got it 
done in 9 outings 
spread out over 17 
days: 3 day trips, 
4 overnights and 2 
three day weekends. 

In all, I traveled about 
4500 miles, averaging 

about 87 miles per marker. 
I could have done it more 
efficiently if I had headed out for 
fewer, longer trips but I guess 
efficiency, while a consideration, 
was not my top priority. Using 
a conservative estimate of ~50 
cents a mile to run a motorcycle, 
my t-shirt will cost about $2200. 
Better be a damn nice t-shirt! Ah 
well, the entertainment value of 
riding around our lovely state is 
worth much more than that.

Which markers were my favorites you might ask? For sheer 
riding pleasure I have to pick Emory Pass. The twisty road up to 
the pass and down the other side is arguably the best motorcycle 
road in the state. In terms of the coolest historical marker, I 
definitely choose Fence Lake. Awesome poetry on a beautiful, 
unique monument in a rinky-dink little hamlet in the middle of 
absolutely nowhere. For scenery, the area around the Cloud-
Climbing Railroad historical marker near Cloudcroft is hard to 
beat. For adventure, there is no surpassing Bonus Marker #7 
down in the boot heel. Way fun to get to, and back from, in a 
beautiful setting, and the marker tells a compelling story.

Many thanks to Richard Strohmeyer for organizing an 
outstanding Riding Challenge! You can find all the details of 
the Challenge here: https://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.
php?f=4&t=5237. Remember, it is not a race. Everyone who 
visits the 50 historic markers will share the podium at the club 
Christmas party in December.

Well, thank God that’s over with and I can get on with the 
rest of my life!
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