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Memories
Well it ’s  been a pretty cr appy winter for riding,  the “year-round 

riding season” of New Mexico has been a bust this year – for me, at least. Family 
responsibilities will even prevent me from attending the Progressive Breakfast. 

So I’ve have to suffice with my motorcyling 
memories this year. Since the submissions 
to the Shaft have been rather thin (that’s 
why this is the January/February issue) 
I thought I’d model some winter-by-the-
fireside storytelling to inspire all my fellow 

wish-we-were-riding friends.
I’ve dug out some old photos that have 

reminded me of those youthful days where 
the urge to ride overrode any common sense 
or desire for comfort. Ah, the energy of youth, 
how did we ever survive?

My very first memory with my own 
motorcycle was bringing my first bike down 
to New York City from Schenectady, NY. 
I got on the interstate and found myself 
surrounded by motorcycles. At a rest stop 
I asked everybody what was going on, and 
was told they were heading home from the 
Americade rally in Lake George, NY. I knew 
virtually nothing about motorcycle culture 
then, but I knew that any event that attracted 
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Test riding the 
new Gold Wing around 
1990. No cutting edge 
riding gear there!
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such a diverse riding crowd was for me. I made sure to attend the next year, and never missed an 
Americade while I lived in New York.

My early days of riding inspired some insanely early mornings for me (early meaning before 
9 am). Americade became a staple for me back then, riding up from New York City to hang 
out with 30,000 very different and very cool people. Every aspect of motorcycling was present, 
and the community was something I’ve rarely experienced in my life. Sport bikes mingled with 
cruisers, tourers and dirt bikers (though at that point I didn’t really know all the differences). 
Later in its life Americade became a primarily Gold Wing event, but back then everybody was 
welcome and everybody was your buddy.

I would ride up to my parents house in Schenectady, about 30 miles from Lake George. I 
would get up around dawn to make the trek to the rally site early enough to get some choice 
demo rides locked in. All the marques were there, and I rode them all. Most of the brands had 20 
minute test rides that tended to be fairly slow and structured. BMW, however, became famous 
for 45 minute rides, at the end of which they would let you loose on the interstate and meet you 
back at the dealer tent. I rode the new K1 at one of those, the first time I’d ever gone 150 mph. I 
thought I would never ride a better motorcycle. At that point I was riding a Honda 750, and after 
that considered BMW my holy grail of riding. I never thought I’d actually own one, and the day I 
brought my K75T home was a life changing experience.

Apart from the demos, I would spend the rest of my time riding around the scenic mountain 
area and hanging out in town. Every street was completely lined with bikes, everybody was 
completely welcoming, and I felt completely at home in the enthusiastic crowds. I got home well 

after dark, completely exhausted and totally psyched to do it all again the next day. I didn’t have 
much family time at home, but certainly bonded with my new motorcycling family.

In the late 80’s I made my first trip to New Mexico. That certainly changed my life! Riding 
through the northern mountains, the Enchanted Circle, the Turquoise Trail – I knew I would never 
get enough of it. The clean, dry air, the intense southwestern sun, the smell of pines and dirt … by 
the end of that trip I was formulating a plan to move out here. I could not imagine a better riding 
experience. After growing up and learning to ride on the crowded East Coast the wide open west 
spoke to my motorcycling soul. And it still does.

BACK TO THE FUTURE
Today, I can count the number of times I’ve been on my bike since December on one hand. It’s 
a pretty depressing state of affairs. Most of my riding these days is my morning commute, but 
the preparations to head out into 20° morning weather and riding back in the dark has had me 
4-wheeling it. Yuck.

But December 26 was a vacation day, sunny and relatively warm. When Kristin floated the 
idea of a ride I grabbed at it like a starving man. I had a couple of delerious hours in the clean New 
Mexico air, trying to fill my empty riding cup. It was a wonderful, joyous, too short trip.

David Wilson, editor 

Looking toward Eagle Nest on the Enchanted Circle in the late ‘80’s. I 
knew I had to live in this place. This photo has been on my desk at work 
for 25 years.
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FE ATU RE STORY
THE CHRISTMAS PARTY!

The Christmas Party!

The Riding Challenge winners! Truly an intrepid group, inspired 
to burn up the roads all over New Mexico in pursuit of that 
glorious t-shirt. Librarians everywhere were overjoyed.

there wasn’t a lot of riding, but there was a whole lot of eating going on at December’s 
Christmas Party. It was the last hurrah of the year, in the midst of a bunch of weather 
that’s been making the winter so far pretty unpleasant for motorcycling. So instead, we 
all got together and talked about all the riding we did when the weather was better. The 

consensus was that no matter how much seat time we had, it wasn’t enough.
The giant buffet had a hard time staying full with all the hungry bikers, and by the time dessert 

came out everybody was pretty sluggish. But a few canolis put some spring back in the step, 
and the “meeting” ended up being pretty entertaining. Awards were handed out to the Riding 
Challenge winners, door prizes brightened some smiles, and the raffle was a real trip down 
Memory Lane. John and Peggy Desko donated a stack of vintage club gear going all the way 
back to the dawn of the LOE BMW R in the 80’s. It was way cool to see it, and I’m wagering the 
winners will put it on display rather than wear it around. I’ve been in the club for 25 years and I’ve 
never seen most of it in the flesh.

It was a great way to ring out the riding year. The next stop will be February’s Progressive 
Breakfast, where we’ll ring in the 2020 season. One of the best things about New Mexico: the 
eleven months of premium motorcycling. See you all there!
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BMW PRESENTS THE “BIG BOXER” R18
Motorcycling in its most authentic form: instinct over mind, technology 
not for its own sake but as a way of creating space for fantasy and 
powerful emotion. This was the message that accompanied the debut 
of the Concept R18 at the Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este – a striking 
revival of the BMW brand core – the boxer engine.

The heart of the new BMW R 18 is a completely new 2-cylinder boxer 
engine – the “Big Boxer” – which has played a key role not just in the two 
prototypes but also in the custom bikes supported by BMW, namely “The 
Departed” by ZON and “Birdcage” by Revival Cycles. BMW now presents 
this new, highly distinctive engine in detail.

Not only in terms of its impressive outward appearance, but also from a technical 
point of view, the new “Big Boxer” ties in with the traditional boxer engines that were synonymous 
with motorcycles from Munich and Berlin-Spandau for around 70 years, from the beginning of 
production in 1923 to the appearance of the air/oil-cooled successor: these were engines with a 
clear design, created for optimum reliability and ease of maintenance, featuring logically arranged 
yet powerful technology.

With its OHV valve drive along with a separate engine and transmission housing, the new “Big 
Boxer” has the same structural features that distinguished the very first boxer engine, which at 
that time had laterally controlled valves. The highest-capacity twin-cylinder boxer engine ever 
is a 1802 cc engine, resulting from a 107.1 mm bore and 100 mm stroke. The engine output is 
91 hp at 4,750 rpm. The maximum torque of 158 Nm is already available at 3,000 rpm. More 
than 150 Nm is now available from 2,000 to 4,000 rpm. This ensures enormous pulling power 
and – in conjunction with a generously sized flywheel mass – exemplary smoothness as well. The 
maximum engine speed is 5,750 rpm, while the idling speed is 950 rpm.

The new “Big Boxer” is air/oil cooled, has large ribbed cylinders and cylinder heads and 
weighs 110.8 kg including gearbox and intake system. It has a vertically split aluminium engine 
housing.Unlike the classic air-cooled 2-valve boxer engines, however, the “Big Boxer” crankshaft, 
forged from quenched and tempered steel, 
has an additional main bearing at the centre, 
which was necessary due to the enormous 
cylinder volume in order to prevent undesirable 
bending vibrations of the crankshaft. Like the 
crankshaft, the two connecting rods with I-shaft 
are mounted on plain bearings and are likewise 
forged from quenched and tempered steel. They 
accommodate cast aluminium pistons with two 
compression rings and an oil wiper ring. The 
running surface of the light metal cylinders is 
coated with NiCaSil.

Although the new “Big Boxer” has four valves, 
dual ignition, a modern combustion chamber 

architecture, intake manifold injection and the BMS-O engine management 
system for the best possible torque as well as optimum consumption and 

emissions, it uses the classic OHV configuration for its valve drive – as 
was the practice of BMW over a period of some 70 years.

The two camshafts are positioned to the left and right above the 
crankshaft in the “Big Boxer”. The advantage of this “twin camshaft 
boxer” is the shorter pushrods. This also makes for reduced moving 
masses, minimised deflections and lower linear expansions. A 
generally stiffer valve drive with improved control precision and higher 

speed stability is the consequence of this more elaborate construction.
In the traditional boxer design, the two pushrods actuate one pushrod 

per cylinder side for the intake and one for the exhaust side, guided in a 
sealed pushrod tube on the top of the cylinders. The two intake and exhaust 

valves in the cylinder head are actuated in pairs via fork toggle levers. In contrast to 
today's widespread engine technology, valve clearance compensation is not affected by means 
of hydraulic elements, but – as was the case in most classic air-cooled BMW two-valve boxers 
for decades – via one adjusting screw with one lock nut for each valve. As was formerly the case 
in the classic 2-valve boxers, valve clearance adjustment (0.2 – 0.3 mm) in the R18 “Big Boxer” is 
also achieved very quickly. The valves are made of steel, with a disc diameter of 41.2 mm on the 
inlet side and 35 mm on the outlet side. The valve angle is 21 degrees on the inlet side and 24 
degrees on the outlet side.

As in most BMW Motorrad boxer engines for decades (with the exception of vertical-flow, 
air/water-cooled boxers since 2012), a single-disc dry clutch transmits the torque generated by 
the engine to the transmission. For the first time it is designed as a self-reinforcing anti-hopping 
clutch, thereby eliminating unwanted stamping of the rear wheel caused by engine drag torque 
in the event of hard downshifting.

The constant mesh 6-speed transmission is located in a dual-section aluminium housing and 
is designed as a 4-shaft transmission with helical gear pairs. The gearbox input shaft with lug 
dampers drives the two gearbox shafts with the gear wheel pairs. An output shaft is provided to 
bridge the distance and reverse the direction of rotation. A reverse gear is available as an optional 

extra. This is driven by an intermediate gear and 
an electric motor and can be shifted manually.

As in all BMW motorcycles with boxer 
engines, torque is transmitted from the gearbox 
to the rear wheel in the R18 via a propeller-shaft 
or universal-shaft drive with universal joint, shaft 
and rear-axle drive with bevel and ring gear. The 
propeller shaft and universal joint are examples 
of fascinating classic motorcycle technology 
since they are nickel-plated and open, as was 
commonly the case in BMW models up to and 
including model year 1955. A so-called tripoid 
joint is applied on the gearbox side for the 
purpose of length compensation.
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(Continued on page 6)

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page. 

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
by Sandy Ballard, activities@loebmwr.org 
Let's have breakfast at 9 am at Vic's Daily 
Cafe, 3600 Osuna Rd NE. Happy New Year! 
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
THE PROGRESSIVE BREAKFAST
by RJ Mirabal
This is it! Better kick your New Year's 
resolution weight loss plan into high gear, so 
you can indulge with immunity during the 
Progressive! No, you won't miss any of the 
Big Game, but you may miss a little of the 24-
hour PreGame Festivities on TV. 

First stop starts at 8:30 and features 
coffee, hot drinks, pastries, etc. to get you 
going. Second stop at 10:00 is the famous 
breakfast burritos and a chance to readjust 
your preload on the bike's rear shock. Third 
stop, 11:30 is when you can fill the space left 
in your tummy for desserts and other finger 
food as well as our first club meeting of the 
year. Election of 2020 officers will take place 
as well. Coffee and other drinks available at 
all stops.

Here is a link to the GPS coordinates, and 
optional maps to help you find your way from 
Mo and Cathy's place East of the Sandias, 
to Doug and Kathryn's on the West Side, 
and finally at Tom and Liza's home/car and 
motorcycle restoration lot up in Corrales. 
We predict some of the best weather of the 
Winter, as usual. 

Nominations for next year's officers should 
be sent ASAP to Tom Volkmann president@
loebmwr.org

You can also check the Message Board for 
the latest on the when and where. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where. 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 8-10
THE ICE CREAM RIDE
by Sandy Ballard, activities@loebmwr.org 
The annual Ice Cream Ride will be held at the 
lovely Los Olmos Lodge in Glenwood NM.

Many thanks to Jan for organizing this 
year's event! We have reserved the outdoor 
pavilion at the Los Olmos for our evening 
festivities and Kerry is holding a block of cabins 
for our use. Please make your reservations 
at your earliest convenience (http://www.
losolmoslodge.com/; (575)539-2224) and 
be sure to mention that you are with the Land 
of Enchantment BMW Riders club.

As in previous years, the club will host a 
picnic dinner at the Los Olmos Friday evening. 
Saturday evening, we will order pizza from a 
local pizzeria.

The ride to Glenwood is outstanding 
and there are numerous other great rides 
in the area, including the unbeatable Devil's 
Highway in Arizona.

Additional details about the event will be 
forthcoming as the date approaches but in the 
meantime you can peruse postings about the 

LOE BMW R C ALE N DAR

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You  are  strongly  encouraged  to  check  the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute  changes.  You’ll  also  find  impromptu 
rides  posted,  reviews  and  opinions  on  club 
activities as they happen.
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(Continued from page 5)

2018 Ice Cream Ride here: https://loebmwr.
org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=5049

For those who would like to ride down to 
Glenwood in a group, meet at the Valero gas 
station on the SE corner of Unser and Ladera 
Friday morning at 8:50 am for a prompt 9 am 
departure. The address is 7940 Ladera Dr 
NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120 and the GPS 
coordinates are 35.10391, -106.72918. The 
GPS coordinates for the Los Olmos Lodge are 
33.32002, -108.88256. The route is about 
235 miles and should take about 4 hours, not 
counting stops. This is a leaderless ride so 
folks who show up should self-organize into 
appropriately sized subgroups for the ride.

Here is a link to the map of a suggested 
route.

Here is a link to a GPX file for the route 
which you can download to a file on your 
computer.

…and tips on how to download the file to 
your GPS.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 12-14
CLOUDCROFT CAMP & RIDE
by Sandy Ballard, activities@loebmwr.org 
The first Camp & Ride of 2020 will take place 
at the Lower Fir Group Campsite located 
about a mile from Cloudcroft. At an elevation 
of 8700 feet, it should be nice and cool so 
come on out and beat the heat in the rest of 
New Mexico.

As with all Camp & Rides, this is a self 
supported trip which means you need to bring 
your own camping gear, cooking equipment, 
food and libations. Water and firewood are 
available at the site, so don't worry about that. 
The club is picking up the tab for the campsite, 
which has a large covered pavilion with 
multiple picnic tables and will accommodate 
up to 70 people. If you would rather stay in 

a motel the Dusty Boots Motel in Cloudcroft 
(http://dustybootsmotel.com) is only about 
a mile away and you are welcome to join us 
at the campsite for social time.

Cloudcroft is about 200 miles / 4 
hours from Albuquerque via Claunch and 
Alamogordo. Here is a link to a map of a route 
to the campsite: https://drive.google.com/
open?id=1jZHPddvRGRMqn2htoykCxsSjAt7
T4Hi2&usp=sharing

There is paved road all the way to the 
campground and even the parking lot is paved. 
The GPS coordinates of the campground are 
32.96803, -105.73395.

More info about the campground can 
be found here: https://www.fs.usda.gov/
recarea/lincoln/recarea/?recid=34210

There are several excellent rides in the 
area and we would imagine that folks will go 
and ride some of them on Saturday, June 11.

Here is a link to the forum postings about 
the 2018 ride where you can find member 
comments and links to photo albums, etc.: 
https://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.
php?f=4&t=5030

Hope to see you out there!

NATIONAL EVENTS 

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MARCH 6-15
DAYTONA BIKE WEEK
DAYTONA BEACH, FL
Daytona Beach is a city on Florida’s Atlantic 
coast. It’s known for Daytona International 
Speedway, which hosts February’s iconic 
Daytona 500 NASCAR race. The beach has 
hard-packed sand where driving is permitted 
in designated areas. Near the boardwalk’s 
rides and arcades, Daytona Beach Bandshell 
stages free summer concerts. Steps from the 
beach, Daytona Lagoon water park offers go-
karts, laser tag and waterslides.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 25-28
BMW MOA NATIONAL RALLY
GREAT FALLS, MT
At Montana ExpoPark, 400 3rd St NW, Great 
Falls, Montana 59404. Contact Corey and 
Becky Smith, rallychair@bmwmoa.org

Enjoy nightly entertainment, more than 
100 vendors, daily door prizes, BMW demo 
rides, seminars, huge grand prizes and the 
best music scene in the country. Come and 
join us as we enjoy some western hospitality 
in Big Sky Country!

THURSDAY-SATURDAY, JULY 16-18
TOP O' THE ROCKIES RALLY
PAONIA CO
The BMW Motorcycle Club of Colorado 
and the town of Paonia bring you the 49th 

annual Top O’The Rockies Rally! Don’t miss 
out on attending the longest running BMW 
Motorcycle Rally in the continent. The early 
registration fee of $50.00 still provides three 
days of camping in the town park, endless 
coffee, tea and lemonade, WiFi, charging 
stations, vendors, showers on site, ample 
parking, delicious Saturday night meal with a 
vegan option, breakfast available Thursday-
Sunday, door prizes, beer garden and two 
nights of live entertainment. All this and 
some of the best pavement and dual sport 
riding in Colorado.

Check out our website at BMW Motorcycle 
Club of Colorado for more details or contact 
our Rally Master, Ronnie Martinez, at 303-
229-8229 or topotherockies@bmwmcc.org

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F17Sb4WjfVyGGeQF4uZCxQJNZnYgBs5zeb%2Fview%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR028JG57i7rpFda7Wh8raBNkv1S9TdfYHF-RBrCid27t3VNonbBdbmwCOc&h=AT07--VmD91GjETTG_nbiC1lKRvKRuRxsURT1hf9pkrN4Ig5-3Ugarkfkc-GKjk8v-uOD0aPTKYNNLY-Rmirm1SZet2gEjHd5wXWGt02wSXmqGAKntZrYca0DGhYj0epTp60-HOpr3QDKMijAz41IBOUDTBlYAPm4kCFBqc
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1AgF2B16RtK44IQSBZ6vp6ILz56O21IyN%2Fview%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1ZX9uTPrwVKIq4pxb_Ze3KCsXXChR6FT-oN9lE7QUb_Xakk8a2sqO2hQs&h=AT1BZft6lbGFjVAHirXo97VyyEMlVxjVH6TD_CTxlJ8yHw-mqkFeHwOrLjU513xpLRDI9GokWsCcTcFO2pSX0VWMrsuFOeVfHG5CS3S_AoyjUQZZKJTU0xa9RygpZq16zVrwxz3WlCYoXbmM7xfTcdENaeuWiBroVDLfZBY
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1AgF2B16RtK44IQSBZ6vp6ILz56O21IyN%2Fview%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1ZX9uTPrwVKIq4pxb_Ze3KCsXXChR6FT-oN9lE7QUb_Xakk8a2sqO2hQs&h=AT1BZft6lbGFjVAHirXo97VyyEMlVxjVH6TD_CTxlJ8yHw-mqkFeHwOrLjU513xpLRDI9GokWsCcTcFO2pSX0VWMrsuFOeVfHG5CS3S_AoyjUQZZKJTU0xa9RygpZq16zVrwxz3WlCYoXbmM7xfTcdENaeuWiBroVDLfZBY
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jZHPddvRGRMqn2htoykCxsSjAt7T4Hi2&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jZHPddvRGRMqn2htoykCxsSjAt7T4Hi2&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jZHPddvRGRMqn2htoykCxsSjAt7T4Hi2&usp=sharing
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/lincoln/recarea/?recid=34210
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/lincoln/recarea/?recid=34210
https://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=5030
https://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=5030
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
mailto:topotherockies@bmwmcc.org
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries 

PRESIDENT 
Tom Volkmann
President@LOEBMWR.org 

VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org 

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org 

RALLY CHAIR / COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org 

SECRETARY 
Amy Ballard 
Secretary@loebmwr.org 

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org 

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org 

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
Member1@loebmwr.org 

PAST PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
PastPresident@loebmwr.org 

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay: 

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095 
www.loebmwr.org 
or contact membership@loebmwr.org 

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie
•
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to: 

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us 

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures. 

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by 

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.loebmwr.org
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PHOTOS FROM JANUARY'S BREAKFAST
by Jan Sands
Vic's Cafe, a hot turnout on a cold day!

The only two 
who braved 
the cold and 
rode.

 Karl 
Zuercher
 
Tom Chavez 

HISTORICAL MARKERS 2020 RIDING 
CHALLENGE STARTS NOW!
by Richard Strohmeyer, ridingchallenge@loebmwr.org
The history of New Mexico is fascinating 
and is represented piecemeal on over 600 
Historical Markers located throughout the 
state. We have chosen 50 of them, and 2 
bonus markers, as the destinations for 
this years Riding Challenge. They 
are distributed around the state, 
none of them very close to home, 
and located where good riding roads 
will get you there. Intentionally left out 
of the choices were any located in the 
Southeast corner of the state. By reports, 
that area is just not any fun to ride in due to the 
disruptions of the oil boom.

There are two bonus markers that are a little 
harder to reach because they require some miles on dirt roads, 
and not everyone relishes taking their shiny bike on gravel. You 
can win without the two bonus markers. They are thrown in to 
provide some bragging rights for the riders who reach them. 
Specifically, they are the "Fajada Butte" in Chaco Canyon and 
"Historical Marker #7" located in the far Southwestern corner, 
near Cochise's hideout. 

The contest is open as soon as you read this, and all entries are 
to be submitted by midnite Sunday, November 8th in order to be 
counted. As per the customary "rules", you must submit a photo 
of you and your bike at the Marker, which has to be recognizable 
in the photo. Send the photos to me at ridingchallenge@
loebmwr.org. Winners will be announced at the Christmas 
Party which is generally in early December. You can check on 
the progress of club members on the "scoresheet" at https://

docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QtftJ1_
svsAHLqKWE-f9SBlWM6M5G_GyfUVJ-7b11d0/
edit?usp=sharing.

Check this forum thread from time to time for 
any updates or corrections. And PLEASE, if you 
encounter any issues such as missing markers or 
road closures, post those on either the Facebook 
Page of the club https://www.facebook.com/
groups/loebmwr/ or on this forum thread.

Have fun. Ride Safely. Take a buddy. It's not 
a race, but a fun event meant to give meaning to 

our otherwise aimless wanderings. You must be a member of 
the LOE BMW R in order to win prizes, but of course anyone 
can submit photos of successful rides. You can join online at 
https://loebmwr.org/JoinRenew.aspx for a mere $35. The free 
lunch for two at the Christmas Party is worth more than that!

THE HISTORICAL MARKERS
Google Map at: https://www.google.com/maps/d/
edit?mid=1Mg1fY-VGHJhplVusTnQ-AMN5n9vRJyUJ&ll=34.1
9027818217695%2C-106.06303350000002&z=7
Google info sheet at: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1RnS4oSSf8S_yI6SEq8Hnb9TYll1Uyh_sroBXu3mMUCM/
edit?usp=sharing
Google Earth File at:https://drive.google.com/file/d/12TLzjm
eTdDlCnuPbozP7MiVMQQCoQg9q/view?usp=sharing
GPX file (Basecamp)at:https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qzj0
oa0dNe09voJ8JjqyHTeqmF4vvSPi/view?usp=sharing
Plagiarized copy of Sandy's instructions on downloading a 
GPX file to your Garmin GPS device: https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1AgF2B16RtK44IQSBZ6vp6ILz56O21IyN/
view?usp=sharing
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Wonderful trip to the Columbus, New Mexico 
port of entry duty free store made worthwhile. 
By Humberto C Martinez

mailto:ridingchallenge@loebmwr.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QtftJ1_svsAHLqKWE-f9SBlWM6M5G_GyfUVJ-7b11d0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QtftJ1_svsAHLqKWE-f9SBlWM6M5G_GyfUVJ-7b11d0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QtftJ1_svsAHLqKWE-f9SBlWM6M5G_GyfUVJ-7b11d0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QtftJ1_svsAHLqKWE-f9SBlWM6M5G_GyfUVJ-7b11d0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1Mg1fY-VGHJhplVusTnQ-AMN5n9vRJyUJ&ll=34.19027818217695%2C-106.06303350000002&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1Mg1fY-VGHJhplVusTnQ-AMN5n9vRJyUJ&ll=34.19027818217695%2C-106.06303350000002&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1Mg1fY-VGHJhplVusTnQ-AMN5n9vRJyUJ&ll=34.19027818217695%2C-106.06303350000002&z=7
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RnS4oSSf8S_yI6SEq8Hnb9TYll1Uyh_sroBXu3mMUCM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RnS4oSSf8S_yI6SEq8Hnb9TYll1Uyh_sroBXu3mMUCM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RnS4oSSf8S_yI6SEq8Hnb9TYll1Uyh_sroBXu3mMUCM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12TLzjmeTdDlCnuPbozP7MiVMQQCoQg9q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12TLzjmeTdDlCnuPbozP7MiVMQQCoQg9q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qzj0oa0dNe09voJ8JjqyHTeqmF4vvSPi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qzj0oa0dNe09voJ8JjqyHTeqmF4vvSPi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AgF2B16RtK44IQSBZ6vp6ILz56O21IyN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AgF2B16RtK44IQSBZ6vp6ILz56O21IyN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AgF2B16RtK44IQSBZ6vp6ILz56O21IyN/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/groups/loebmwr/
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