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h i l e s i t t i n g i n l i n e at t h e c o s t c o g a s p u m p s i w a s r e m i n d e d o f
little snippets of life on the streets. Namely, the mad chaos of the Costco parking lot
and how it reflects modern life in America.

Who has not driven around the lot looking for
the elusive parking spot without their heart
in their throat waiting for disaster to strike? It
seems like the whole place is full of hundreds
of the only driver on the road, completely
oblivious to all others.

And after defying death in the parking lot,
the shoppers behave the same way in the
store! I have nearly run into several who take
one step into the store with their gigantic
basket and suddenly stop for no reason,
blocking the entire entrance. Pay attention!
You’re not the only person here!
At least they have designated motorcycle
parking – if you dare. Yikes!
David Wilson, editor

I for one have been run into more than once
by someone whipping out of a parking space
without a second glance, or careening around
a corner trying to grab that parking spot they
thought they saw. And horns don’t matter.
Forsooth, they are deaf as well as blind.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

BMW MOA Charter #123

BMW RA Charter #81

To control this pdf file, press Escape to leave fullscreen view. Use the Page Up and Page Down keys
or click on the arrows in the lower corners to go to
the next or previous page, or select a page number
from the list at the bottom of the page.
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T he San Juan

Fall Leaf Ride

by Jan Sands
Rode 774 miles over 3 days this past weekend chasing
fall colors with the BMW Club. We had excellent
riding weather! Talking about the Million Dollar
Highway and other epic rides– some stories are true!
Thanks to Mo for choosing the perfect riding weather
for fall colors!
by Maurice
Moortgat
Thanks Jan for
all the help this
weekend
and
making the San
Juan Fall Ride in
Durango a blast!
The Legendary Shaft
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Where have you

been up to lately?

Where a spring seeps out of the road.

Santuario de Chimayo.

Maurice
Moortgat:
Exploring
southwest
Virginia,
West Virginia
and Kentucky
on the bikes.

At the junction of NM502, the Rio Grande, and the
old D&RGW Chile Line rail bed.
Karl Zercher
A tranquil fall day is a good time to ride and reflect
on a year some of us would rather forget. The blue
sky has a way of cleansing the cobwebs from your
helmet, while the breeze on your cheek gives a
familiar pinch to let you know you are still alive. A
quiet RT becomes unnoticeable as you float along
the road through Nambe, Cundiyo and Chimayo,
and you are drawn up into your surroundings.
Autumn signals another phase of the continuing
cycle, acknowledging the passing of friends or
family. Knowing that spring will bring new life, new
opportunities, and more glorious rides.
The Legendary Shaft
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B MW N E WS
THE NEW R1250RT

For more than four decades, the BMW Motorrad abbreviation
“RT” has been synonymous in the world of dynamic touring
motorcycles, combining comfort on long journeys with dynamic
riding pleasure on country roads. BMW has made extensive
changes and innovations to the new R1250RT.
The standard Dynamic Traction Control DTC ensures a high
level of riding safety due to excellent traction, while the new
standard “Eco” riding mode helps the rider achieve the best
possible fuel efficiency.
The R1250RT is equipped as standard with the new Full
Integral ABS Pro. This is a braking system in which both the hand
and foot brake levers are used to apply the front and rear brakes
simultaneously. Combined with banking angle optimisation
and dynamic
brake force
distribution,
Full Integral
ABS Pro is the
perfect braking system for
a touring bike.
With the
“A d a p t i v e
Turning Light”
option, the
dipped beam of the standard LED headlamp turns into the
bend according to the banking position, so the light moves
where the motorcycle is heading.
The standard Dynamic Cruise Control keeps the preselected
speed at a constant level when riding downhill. If the braking
effect of the engine is not sufficient the brake is automatically
activated to maintain the desired speed. Optional Active Cruise
Control goes one step further. Thanks to radar technology, it

enables distance control – there is no need for the rider to adapt
road speed to the vehicle in front.
The R1250RT is fitted with a color screen with integrated
map navigation and connectivity. The new “Comfort telephony
with extended smartphone connection” option is available. A
ventilated smartphone storage compartment is protected from
water, and its battery can be kept ready for use inductively or
via USB connection.

THE NEW R1250GS

The GS models are celebrating their 40th anniversary in
2020 and BMW Motorrad is presenting the new R1250GS
and R1250GS Adventure just in time for this. Even more
sophisticated, more innovative and more fascinating – due to
numerous new features and an extended range of optional
equipment and Original BMW Motorrad Accessories.
Due to BMW ShiftCam
technology for varying
valve control timing and
valve lift on the intake side,
the legendary two-cylinder
boxer engine provides superior power across the entire
speed range, extremely
smooth and quiet running
and outstanding consumption and emission values.
As optional equipment
ex works, the new GS’s can be equipped with the Pro riding
modes option. The dynamic engine brake control is also
a new component of the Pro riding modes. The Hill Start
Control drive-off assistant is standard in both models and
enables convenient stopping and starting when driving
uphill.
With the optional “adaptive headlight” equipment, the lowbeam headlight of the standard full-LED headlight is turned
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into the curve depending on the inclined position. The rear
LED flashing turn indicators can be replaced by turn indicators
which can emit yellow flashing light and red brake light or rear
light simultaneously.
To commemorate the 40th anniversary, the two new GS
models with “40 Years GS” in black and yellow are based on a
milestone in GS history: the legendary R100GS.

THE NEW G310GS.

For use in the new G310GS, the engine has been equipped
with an electronic throttle controller which offers even more
sensitive throttle response. The self-boosting anti-hopping
clutch reduces engine drag torque and provides a significant
increase in driving safety – particularly during braking
maneuvers involving simultaneous downshifting. It also offers
significantly reduced operating forces at the clutch lever. The

new G310GS now has a full-LED headlight and LED flashing
turn indicators for increased visibility in traffic.
Both the clutch lever and the handbrake lever are now
adjustable, providing ergonomic benefits – particularly for
people with small hands.
The “40 Years GS” edition is based on the famous black and
yellow R100GS. And just in time for the anniversary, BMW is
also presenting a new rider equipment collection.
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

COVID-19 EVENT UPDATE

by RJ Mirabal
For now, Traveling Breakfasts and Lunch
Rendezvous are cancelled: We may very
well go back to a “new normal” in a month or
so, but for now, these two regular club rides
are suspended until the current pandemic
situation settles down. Of course, the
Sunday breakfast at Milly’s has always been
a voluntary affair, so nothing changes there
unless Milly’s closes for the duration.
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TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

NATIONAL EVENTS
POSTPONED
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 20-23, 2021

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY

We tried. We really tried. With the majority
of spring and summer rallies postponed due
to coronavirus, we really wanted to hold our
“Game of Roads” National Rally in the fall
because we know the healing power of riding

and coming together. Our hope was that
by September, coronavirus was going to be
sufficiently under control that we could hold
a safe rally. Rally Chair Matt Smith and his
team of volunteers had been working hard
not only on all of the usual moving parts of a
rally but also on the new realities of holding
a rally during a pandemic, with contactless
check-in, additional disinfecting protocols,
and appropriate social distancing. Member
Jill Veverka (a registered nurse) volunteered
to help make sure that the rally was indeed
safe.
As recently as last week we thought
that we could make this happen. But a lot
changed in just a handful of days and BMW
RA President Sibley Poland called for an
emergency Board meeting. It was decided
unanimously that it would be irresponsible
to potentially expose rally attendees (and the
communities that they come from and travel
through to get to the rally) to increased risk of
catching and spreading the virus.
This was an extremely tough call to make,
but is the right one under these exceptional
circumstances. The good news is that you
only have to wait until the Spring! It’s in the
same great location - the Smoky Mountain
Event Center in Waynesville, NC. And with
the same great roads and the same great
club. Registration will remain open for the
new dates.
For those of you who have already
registered and would like to roll the rally fees
over to next year, we have a beautiful present
as a token of appreciation - a new BMW
Riders Association neck gaiter. You can also
request a full refund. Or, if you’d like to turn
your rally registration fee into a one-time
donation to the club, we’d greatly appreciate
that too and send you a neck gaiter as a thank
you. Look for an email with these options.
Thank you for your understanding. This
(Continued on page 6)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
November 2020
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 24-27, 2021

was a really difficult decision to make but
we feel that it’s in the best interest of our
members, rally attendees, vendors and
partners, and the motorcycling community.
Be well and stay safe.

At Montana ExpoPark, 400 3rd St NW, Great
Falls, Montana 59404. Contact Corey and
Becky Smith, rallychair@bmwmoa.org
Enjoy nightly entertainment, more than
100 vendors, daily door prizes, BMW demo
rides, seminars, huge grand prizes and the
best music scene in the country. Come and
join us in Big Sky Country!

(Continued from page 5)

BMW MOA NATIONAL RALLY
GREAT FALLS, MT

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

MOTO RC YCLE N E WS
BIG CHANGES AHEAD AS
HARLEY-DAVIDSON REBOOTS
PRODUCTION

by Zac / @kawazacky (click name for link)
Earlier this year, Harley-Davidson had shut
down its US-based factories due to the
coronavirus pandemic. Now, many leaders in
the US are looking to re-open the economy,
and the Wall Street Journal is reporting
Harley-Davidson is planning to resume
production in its Wisconsin and Pennsylvania
factories. However, the plants will be running
reduced production. According to the report,
an internal memo from a Harley-Davidson
bigwig states 70 per cent of dealers won’t
receive any more new motorcycles this year.
The Journal says the memo states “We
are using this time to course correct and
rewire the company in pursuit of making
Harley-Davidson one of the most desirable
brands in the world.” The plan is to reduce
the number of new bikes on the market, to
monkey with the supply/demand curve. As
well, the company will only offer basic paint
options for the rest of the year, and less
factory customization options. The story also
refers to an earnings call with the company’s

new CEO/president, Jochen Zeitz; in the
call, Zeitz said Harley-Davidson would delay
its product launches planned for 2020 until
sometime just before 2021’s peak buying
season in the spring. Zeitz also supposedly
told investors that the move towards smaller,
more affordable models, which was started
by just-ousted CEO/president Matt Levatich,
was taking the company’s attention away
from its premium money-making models.
That all adds up to a lot of changes. Frankly,
it sounds like it’s just the beginning, and don’t
be surprised to hear more big news from the
MoCo in coming weeks as a result.

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

engines, the company produced generators
during World War II, and when the postwar period produced a boom in suburban
growth, and the need for lawnmowers,
Briggs and Stratton grew with it. Now based
in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, the company’s
development of the lightweight aluminum
engine in 1953 helped cement its place in small
engine history, and its growth in homemade
minibike development.
During this century, the company engaged
in a series of acquisitions, not all of which
produced the necessary value, and recent
plant closures followed declining sales.
Massive debt and the effects of the COVID19
pandemic pushed Briggs over the edge into
filing for Chapter 11, securing debtor-inpossession financing of $677.5 million from

BRIGGS & STRATTON FILES FOR
CHAPTER 11

by Dean Edamura (click name for link)
Briggs and Stratton may not have produced
motorcycles in during their 112-year history,
but their diminutive engines powered untold
numbers of homemade minibikes during that
period. Founded my Stephen Foster Briggs
and Harold M. Stratton in 1908 in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, the company recently filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy.
Known primarily for producing lawnmower

The Legendary Shaft

�

KPS Capital Partners LP.
Filed in St. Louis, Missouri, the bankruptcy
filing states debts of more than $1 billion.
Todd Teske, President and CEO, said in a
statement, “Over the past several months,
we have explored multiple options with our
advisors to strengthen our financial position
and flexibility. The challenges we have faced
during the COVID-19 pandemic have made
reorganization the difficult but necessary
and appropriate path forward to secure our
business. It also gives us support to execute
on our strategic plans to bring greater value
to our customers and channel partners.
Throughout this process, Briggs & Stratton
products will continue to be produced,
distributed, sold and fully backed by our
dedicated team.”
November 2020
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org

SECRETARY
Jan Sands
secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
member1@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org

RALLY CHAIR
Dave Hartman
rallychair@loebmwr.org

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.loebmwr.org
or contact membership@loebmwr.org
BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie
•
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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www.ocdcustomcycles.com
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LOE B MW R N E WS
MORE SIPAPU 2020
MEMORIES

by Mike G. Monzingo
Here are some more pictures
from Sipapu this year. As I’m
sure you know, we had some
cool weather to ride in and
a little snow. We still had a
great time. Hope to see you
next year!

Chris and I out for a ride. At
one time, Chris’ bike said it
was 26 degrees.

Chris is riding back to Allen,
Texas on Thursday because
he had a Friday morning
doctor’s ppointment to
have shoulder surgery. He’s
tougher than I am.

Dang, I’m terrible with
names.

My GS and Chris’ Ducati.

The Williams and Monzingos.

CHASING
HISTORICAL
MARKERS

by Humberto C Martinez
Here’s my F650GS and I
while chasing Historical
Markers in the bootheel
of New Mexico. The
bike is parked in front of
the Borderlands Cafe in
Columbus, New Mexico.

Mike and Kim Brown.

Trying to stay warm.

Sure was pretty.

Friends of the Brown’s.
Forgot their names.

Susan and I.

Chris and I.
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