NEWS FROM THE

Land of Enchantment
BMW Riders

IN THIS ISSUE
FEATURE STORY

2

BMW NEWS

4

LOE BMW R CALENDAR

5

LOE BMW R CLUB INFO

7

MORE BMW NEWS

8

Sipapu Anyway

The Blechmann R18
The M 1000RR

2021 BMW Motorrad Days in Berlin
The Age of Noise is Ending
Chasing Historical Markers 

October 2020

Volume 35

Issue 10

Light a Candle

L

a s t m o n t h i c o m p l a i n e d a b o u t o u r l a c k o f a r a l ly t h i s y e a r
and how much I would miss the event and my friends. Then the rally weekend happened
and some of our fellow club members showed us how it should be done.

They went up anyway, and found some
hardcore riders and ralliers had shown up
anyway. Not letting a virus or a technical issue
like cancelling the event slow them down,
they created their own experience. Instead
of cursing the darkness they lit a candle, and

own. Whether camping over the weekend
or stopping in at the Lodge on Saturday
afternoon during a beautiful ride through the
northern mountains, the Bavarian Mountain
Weekend lives on in the participants.
For myself, I wish that instead of griping
I had headed up there myself. I would have
found some friends I was missing, and some
good times I didn’t think I could have.
David Wilson, editor

shined it on Sipapu in their own way. They
made their own rally.
That’s the persevering spirit of motorcycling.
If it’s raining, you put on rain gear. If it’s cold
you put on layers and electrics. If there’s no
rally and you wish there was, you make your
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by Jan Sands
Girls just want to ride so we went to Sipapu last
Friday even though the annual ride was canceled.
Beautiful ride around the Enchanted Circle and
then from Angel Fire to Mora and back to Sipapu
for a second night. There were only a handful of
bikes there, including the Lubbock, Texas folks
who come every year. Maybe we’ll see more
riders next year.

by Loch Page
Great ride with the OFG to commemorate the LOE rally Friday. Thanks guys!
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Where have you

been up to lately?

Jon Helm: Late summer ride during the week with no traffic, a 200 mile mountain loop, and a Vespa.
It gets no better!
David
Wilson:
A Sunday
coffee run
to Madrid,
with north
14 full of
bikes –
including
some
beautiful
classics!
A relaxing
stop at
Java
Junction, a
fun run up
to the Peak
on the
way home
(with no
traffic!) – it
doesn’t get
any better
than that!

Jan Sands: Fun ride to Valles Caldera with David
Hudson and friend, Victor Smart who moved here
from Alaska. We had a picnic lunch while there.
More riders were invited, but these two showed up! It
can’t get better than that!
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B MW N E WS
THE BLECHMANN R18

A strong character needs a strong name. “Blechmann” is a
name as strong as metal. It is also the nickname of Bernhard
Naumann,
a
renowned
customizer from Austria.
Together with BMW
Motorrad he presents
his latest creation:
the Blechmann R18.
When
starting
off with a new creation,
Bernhard Naumann never
uses sketches in advance. He
gathers his inspiration while working on the bike itself. “I draw
my design directly on the object using the final material. This
allows me to directly respond to the requirements and to keep
an eye on the proportions at all times”, explains the designer.
For the Belchmann R18, he initially “put the cart before the
horse” in order to be able to correctly assess the proportions
for the front fairing. The sporty single-seater is based on the
original supporting structure of the rear fender, seat and pillion.
The rear light is from Kellermann. The fuel tank has been
extensively modified: For one thing, it is narrower, making it
sportier and exposes the engine even more. On the other hand,
it features knee cut-outs, which further support the athletic
line. The original steering tube was used as the basis for the

stub handlebar.
Next, Blechmann customized the headlights. As with his
last BMW custom bike “Giggerl”, a conversion of the RnineT,
the headlights were to have a subtle kidney-shaped design
this time. Analogous to the classic boxer engine, Blechmann
placed a filament lamp prominently in the center. Here, too,
the steering angle and the forward-tilted headlamp determine
the basic layout of the custom bike. Neumann perfected his
personalization efforts with discreet black paint and classic
white BMW Motorrad pin-stripes. In total, the team around
Blechmann worked 450 hours on his version of the R18.
Blechmann does not perceive his work to be that of a classic
customizer. “My work begins by removing parts of the original
version until a white canvas remains. As the construction
progresses, the design develops. I call this ‘rapid-prototypingBlechmann-style’“, says the customizer. This is what makes his
workshop unique.
Mostly, Blechmann works alone on his craftsmanship
and designs. If necessary, he gets support from hand-picked
professionals. “You can’t do anything in this world on your own.
I am more than glad to have a reliable personnel infrastructure.”

performance, exclusiveness and individuality.
With an engine output of 212 HP, a DIN vehicle kerb weight
of only 423 pounds and a suspension and aerodynamics
designed for maximum race track performance, the new M RR
meets the main expectations in the top segment of Superbikes.
The M engine uses ShiftCam technology for varying valve
timing and valve lift that has been modified comprehensively
in the direction of a racing sport engine. It uses new 2-ring
forged pistons from Mahle, adapted combustion chambers,
compression increased to 13.5, longer and lighter titanium
connecting rods from Pankl, slimmer and lighter rocker arms,
fully machined intake ports with new duct geometry as well
as optimisations on camshafts and intake area. The exhaust is
made of titanium.
The M winglets on the trim front, which were developed
during intensive testing on the race track and in the BMW
Group’s wind tunnel, produce aerodynamic downforce and
additional wheel loads according to the speed.
The brakes were developed directly from the experience
with BMW racing brakes in the Superbike World Championship.
With the M carbon wheels, the RR has high-tech components
for maximum performance on the race track and road.
The M competition package provides a mixture of
components for the racing technology gourmet. In addition to
the GPS laptrigger software, the package includes the milled
parts package, the carbon package as well as a 220 g lighter
swinging arm, the friction-optimised, maintenance-free and
DLC-coated M Endurance chain and the passenger package
including tail-hump cover.

THE M 1000RR

M stands worldwide for success in motor racing and the
fascination of high-performance BMW models and is aimed
at customers with particularly high demands relating to

The Legendary Shaft

�

October 2020

1

2

3 4

5

6

7

8

�

LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

COVID-19 EVENT UPDATE

by RJ Mirabal
For now, Traveling Breakfasts and Lunch
Rendezvous are cancelled: We may very
well go back to a “new normal” in a month or
so, but for now, these two regular club rides
are suspended until the current pandemic
situation settles down. Of course, the
Sunday breakfast at Milly’s has always been
a voluntary affair, so nothing changes there
unless Milly’s closes for the duration.
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TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2-4
OFFICIALLY CANCELLED, UNOFFICIALLY…

SAN JUAN FALL COLOR RIDE

by Maurice Moortgat,
vicepresident@loebmwr.org
First the Bad News:
The Board has decided to cancel the
‘officially sanctioned’ Durango club event
ride, 1st weekend in October because the
availability of local restaurants being able to
serve us is unknown. However, if you’d like to
go on your own to Durango that weekend...
The Good News is:
There are currently a dozen club members
planning to do the same ride as last year,
leaving Friday and returning Sunday. Still
plan to order pizza Friday night and check
availability of restaurants for Saturday night
dinner.
Who still plans to visit Durango as a
non-organized get together? We will have a
club ride to Durango and ride the loop from

Durango - Silverton - Ouray - Telluride Dolores - Durango during (hopefully) the
peak of the fall colors. The ride is about 225
miles and Google says it should take about
4:45 riding time.
We will ride up to Durango on Friday
afternoon, arriving by about 5 pm, and stay
two nights at the Siesta Motel. Friday night
we will enjoy some pizza in the parking lot
of the motel. After the ride on Saturday, we
(Continued on page 6)

SMRI (ALBUQUERQUE) AND
ASMA (DEMING)
RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

SMRI and Law Tigers are proud
to announce the schedule for our
2020 track days and the Law Tigers’
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Championships. Events will be held the
third weekend of every month from
May through October with a total of
six track days and six race days.
Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org
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TRACK DAYS
October 17

ROADRACING
October 18

Registration is now open for the October
Track Day and Racing events. Register
now! This will be our final event of the
year, so don’t miss it!
If you’re a racer, our attendance for
events is wayyyyyy down for 2020,
and we could use your help to ensure a
successful event. If you’re on the fence,
please put the date on your calendar
and jump in for our October event.
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OCTOBER

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
October 2020
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

(Continued from page 5)

will hop on the Durango trolley to go into
town and have dinner at an as-yet-to-beidentified eatery. Then we will ride home on
Sunday morning.
Everyone is on their own to make hotel
reservations at the Siesta (https://www.
durangosiestamotel.com). You should make
your reservations early because they are a
popular motel in a popular town at a very
popular time of year.
Please let me know if you make a reservation
so that I can occasionally notify our members
how many folks plan to participate. Logistical
details relative to meeting places and times,
both in Albuquerque and Durango will be
forthcoming as the date approaches.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

NATIONAL EVENTS
POSTPONED
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 20-23, 2021

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY

We tried. We really tried. With the majority
of spring and summer rallies postponed due

to coronavirus, we really wanted to hold our
“Game of Roads” National Rally in the fall
because we know the healing power of riding
and coming together. Our hope was that
by September, coronavirus was going to be
sufficiently under control that we could hold
a safe rally. Rally Chair Matt Smith and his
team of volunteers had been working hard
not only on all of the usual moving parts of a
rally but also on the new realities of holding
a rally during a pandemic, with contactless
check-in, additional disinfecting protocols,
and appropriate social distancing. Member
Jill Veverka (a registered nurse) volunteered
to help make sure that the rally was indeed
safe.
As recently as last week we thought
that we could make this happen. But a lot
changed in just a handful of days and BMW
RA President Sibley Poland called for an
emergency Board meeting. It was decided
unanimously that it would be irresponsible
to potentially expose rally attendees (and the
communities that they come from and travel
through to get to the rally) to increased risk of
catching and spreading the virus.
This was an extremely tough call to make,
but is the right one under these exceptional
circumstances. The good news is that you
only have to wait until the Spring! It’s in the
same great location - the Smoky Mountain
Event Center in Waynesville, NC. And with
the same great roads and the same great
club. Registration will remain open for the
new dates.
For those of you who have already
registered and would like to roll the rally fees
over to next year, we have a beautiful present
as a token of appreciation - a new BMW

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

Riders Association neck gaiter. You can also
request a full refund. Or, if you’d like to turn
your rally registration fee into a one-time
donation to the club, we’d greatly appreciate
that too and send you a neck gaiter as a thank
you. Look for an email with these options.
Thank you for your understanding. This
was a really difficult decision to make but
we feel that it’s in the best interest of our
members, rally attendees, vendors and
partners, and the motorcycling community.
Be well and stay safe.

The Legendary Shaft

�

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 24-27, 2021

BMW MOA NATIONAL RALLY
GREAT FALLS, MT

At Montana ExpoPark, 400 3rd St NW, Great
Falls, Montana 59404. Contact Corey and
Becky Smith, rallychair@bmwmoa.org
Enjoy nightly entertainment, more than
100 vendors, daily door prizes, BMW demo
rides, seminars, huge grand prizes and the
best music scene in the country. Come and
join us in Big Sky Country!
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
communications@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
president@loebmwr.org

SECRETARY
Jan Sands
secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Mo Moortgat
vicepresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
newsletter@loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
membershiprecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
member1@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
activities@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
member2@loebmwr.org

RALLY CHAIR
Dave Hartman
rallychair@loebmwr.org

PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
pastpresident@loebmwr.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095
www.loebmwr.org
or contact membership@loebmwr.org
BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie
•
SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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www.ocdcustomcycles.com
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2021 BMW MOTORRAD DAYS IN BERLIN

by Paolo / @PaoloCattaneoPhoto, https://advrider.com/
the-future-comes-silent/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_
content=07_29_2020
The sound of revving Harleys at the traffic light and screaming
The Legendary Shaft
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CHASING HISTORICAL MARKERS

by Humberto C Martinez
Rolled out early Tuesday morning as it would be coolest day
of the week. It was my intention to bag three markers for the
riding challenge. Stopping for gas, a local rancher struck up a
conversation with me. Upon learning where I was headed, he
wisely advised me that there was an 80% chance of rain for
the afternoon. Sure enough as I had to put on rain gear three
times. On-off, on-off rain pattern caused delays. I only got two
markers. But on my return back home, I stopped to remove rain
gear at Corona as well as to stretch. Having parked the bike in
front of the small museum and finding it open, I decided to check
out the place. The attending docent person took this picture.
A big consolation for me
as I’ll probably never get
to Liberty Island.
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THE AGE OF NOISE IS ENDING

Well, it’s easy to imagine that electric will be the new
way. The good old “carby” will be a thing of the past. Once
motorcycles become fully electric, it would be easy to monitor
and manage our vehicles from our mobile devices.
Companies are already working on motorcycle AI, which
will help the rider pick better lines, avoid obstacles and navigate
through cities. Having AI (or a computer) on a motorcycle feels
a bit like going to our favourite restaurant with a dietitian. It
takes all the fun out of it.
A great change is going to come and will bring faster and
safer vehicles. It’s a new and exciting future. Let us enjoy the
relationship with our smelly and noisy steel horses for a while…
as long as it lasts.

RI
DING

After 18 successful BMW Motorrad Days events in GarmischPartenkirchen, the world’s biggest BMW Motorrad meeting
will take place in Berlin in 2021 – in the heart of Europe and
at the same time in the place where BMW motorcycles have
been built for more than 50 years and motorcycling’s future is
being shaped. In taking this step, BMW Motorrad is breaking
new ground with a tradition-steeped event that began in 2001
as the BMW Motorrad Biker Meeting in Seefeld, Austria.
The “BMW Motorrad Days goes Berlin” decision was taken
with the aim of breaking new ground in brand development
for the future and developing new concepts so as to give the
BMW Motorrad Days a powerful fresh stimulus. At the same
time, Berlin is an ideal platform for zero-emission mobility
solutions and urban mobility concepts on two wheels.
“We believe Berlin is the perfect place for the BMW Motorrad
Days 2021. As an international city offering a rich cultural
experience, a wide range of excursions in the surrounding area
and a unique lifestyle, the capital of Germany has everything
it takes to make the BMW Motorrad Days even more diverse
and attractive in the coming year,” says Dr. Markus Schramm.
The governing mayor Michael Müller: “I am very pleased
that the BMW Motorrad Days, one of the largest motorcycle
events in Europe, will come to Berlin next year and that we
were able to win this attractive and traditional event for our
city. This is a highlight not only for motorcycle enthusiasts,
but also for the citizens of Berlin and our guests from all
over the world. The fact that BMW Motorrad wants to break
new ground here in Berlin is an important sign – for the city
and the motorcycle industry alike. It is also a commitment
to this industrial production site in Berlin, where BMW has
been producing motorcycles for five decades now. At a time
when issues relating to mobility and transport are playing an
increasingly important role for the future of cities, Berlin can
provide new and important impetus in hosting the event.”

street bikes on a highway will soon be just a memory. That
is where the automotive industry is heading and there’s no
escape from it.
It seems incredible to believe that combustion-based
engines are coming to an end; the new trend has already started
and it is just a matter of time before we see a bunch of Tronlooking bikes zipping around town. Technology and evolution
will bring us to a new era of transportation and interaction with
the machines.
If 15 years ago somebody mentioned to me that we would
all have high speed Internet on our mobile devices, I would
have probably answered, “What for?” We were perfectly fine
with texting and T9 keyboards, right?
Now, unless you are a baby boomer or even a Gen Xer, it’s
almost unthinkable to imagine a society running without high
speed Internet and smartphones.
Among generations Y and Z, that’s all they know, actually!
These generations were born with technology already in their
hands and, as sad and daunting as that may sound, if you were
born in the previous century like me, you are already “too old.”
My generation (1980) grew up and lived without “modern”
technology for most of our lives, so it is easy for us to make
a comparison with how it used to be; people were still calling
each other on house phones, looking up places on paper maps,
and writing letters. Things that will make a 20-year-old cringe
nowadays.
It’s easy for us to hold back and wish for technology not to
take over our world, because we know how good it used to be.
Back then motorcycles had no electronic technology and you
had to manually flick a switch under the tank to enable fuel
reserve. There was something about the lack of safety of those
motorcycles that reminds me of the uncertainty of life. There
was more connection with those shaky and smelly machines
than with these modern silent ones.
Now that we are on the verge of 5G and driverless electric
cars, we are stepping into a realm that is almost too fast for
us to bear. Technology does this to people’s lives. Makes
everything happen faster.
In the next five years, I believe we will see the rise of
electric cars, which will culminate in 2040 with probably the
eradication of fossil fuels for most of the private automotive
industry. Most first world countries are already starting to
work towards that goal.
What would happen to motorcycles then?
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