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My Adventure in Paint, Part 2

L

a s t m o n t h i r e l at e d m y a i r b l a s t i n g e x p e r i e n c e i n r i p p i n g t h e o l d
paint off my bike. While I’m still no body shop pro, the last month has given me a fair
amount of confidence in prepping a BMW motorcycle for new paint (or vinyl).

After several rounds of shooting the affected
(meaning poorly painted) parts with air, I
found that the paint stuck in radically different
amounts in different areas of each part. One
part shed giant swaths of paint, while another
would lose little spots here and there.

K1200R Sport – they only ever made 750 of
them. It was a pretty sure thing that buying
replacement parts would put a big dent in my
remodeling project.
So I very daintily started spraying the
parts and seeing what happened. What
that turned out to be was similar to the
air experience: some big swaths of paint
came right off, others stubbornly refused to
budge. It certainly wasn’t what the spray can

So back to English Color, where I picked
up several cans of Aircraft paint stripper
for plastic. I was paranoid of damaging
the plastic, since it seemed to have the
consistency of soft cheese, and I didn’t even
know if I could get replacement parts for my
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the bike, so I went for a two-tone effect. I wrapped some of the parts with Satin Black vinyl, which
matched the black paint already on the bike. I split the front fairing between the Satin and the
Black Rose, which made the bike look smaller and more streamlined, and tied together the lines of
the bike with the fairing. I added some reflective red type at the juncture of the vinyls, to help tie
them together. Instead of my inside joke designations (my first iteration was an H4 before there
were H4s, the second an M label before there were M bikes – despite my prescience and keen
sense of dry humor almost nobody got the jokes), I put a simple R Sport designation. Everybody’s
always asking me what the bike is, now they know.
After doing the initial wrap, I thought “too much is never enough,” to quote Mae West. So I also
wrapped the windshield, giving the whole thing a real streetfighter look. Always a work in progress,
I still have to reinstall the knee pads on the tank, which adds to the agressive utilitarianism of the
overall design and actually makes a big difference in controlling the bike. I’m also looking at some
BMW M-inspired racing stripes for the nose, because, well, racing stripes.
Now that the bike has been out of action for a great part of a great riding season it’s time to get
back on the road. It’s a load of fun to put all the thought and work into a passionate project and
have it turn out well. I’m loving just puttering down the road and looking down at that gorgeous
color, sort of feeling like a new bike. I highly recommend the experience. Not to mention the
sense of competence that comes with entering into an unknown realm and coming out with a
happy ending.
Now there’s that power issue, there’s never enough of it, is there? So there’s room for two air
intakes but only one side has an opening. Surely that can’t be too difficult of a job? Stay tuned…
David Wilson, editor

advertised, that the paint would bubble up and come right off.
Eventually I worked out a routine of spraying an area, scrubbing it with what was called
“scrubbing sandpaper,” basically a kitchen scrubbing pad with varying degrees of roughness. The
plastic pads didn’t score the plastic (much). I did find, however, that using any sort of scraper
(like they used in the YouTube videos) would put giant gouges in the aforementioned cheese-like
consistency BMW plastic. Fortunately, I found that the same softness of the plastic made it really
easy to sand. In the end, I went after it with gusto, using some really brutal sandpaper for the big
scrapes and gouges, then working up to 400, 1000 and 2000 grit sandpaper. It went surprisingly
smoothly, it was more like sculpting than sanding, and I developed a lot of confidence with it.
In the end, since I wasn’t actually painting it I stopped worrying about stripping the paint
completely and relaxed into just making the surfaces smooth enough not to show through the
vinyl when it was applied. It ended up taking a lot of time, which isn’t a big surprise as every video
and painter warns of the time suck prepping parts will be. But I was happy with the results, and
after the job was done everything came out just dandy.
So on to the aesthetics. My job is doing vehicle wraps, so I’m pretty familiar with all the different
vinyls available. I had fallen in lust with a 3M vinyl called Black Rose, which is basically a metallic
black vinyl that reflects deep red in the sun. I also wanted to do something a little different with
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Lunch at Mary Lou ’s House in the Woods

by Kent Christensen
Large turn out at Mary Lou’s cabin Sunday. Over 20 attended a cookout and ride eight miles
north of Jemez with a cool 80 degrees with light breeze making the afternoon lots of fun for
all. New people from Santa Fe joined the fun and got to meet other motorcyclist. Thanks to
those who shared good and fellowship.
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SEPTEMBER

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6-8

THE 35th BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND

Noted moto-blogger, Abhi Eswarappa will
present at least one session covering some
of his favorite blogging topics like top vintage
bikes, best used adventure/touring bikes,
and/or favorite moto-tours (http://www.
abhibanerjee.com).
Many new tech/seminar sessions,
featuring BMW experts Paul & Voni Glaves,
Matt Parkhouse and others.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14-15

CAPILLA PEAK DUAL SPORT
CAMP & RIDE

Wonderful mountain area riding
Free camping
Friday night chile snack
Saturday night New Mexican dinner
Great music and more both nights
Door prizes
On site vendors, flea market, free coffee
and more!
Registration: $45 pre-register or $55 onsite. Online deadline: midnight, August
16, 2019 ($1 added to use PayPal) at www.
loebmwr.org/TheRally.aspx
Agenda: Online https://loebmwr.org/
TheRally/RallyAgenda.aspx
Email: info@loebmwr.org
Need
A
Motel?:
Sipapu
Lodge:
1-800-587-2240.
Taos area reservation assistance: https://
taos.org/visit/lodging
Participants get free camping with their
registration. Lodging at Sipapu Lodge must
be arranged separately. Usually this time of
year, virtually all cabins and rooms at the
Lodge are already reserved. Any participant
volunteering to help at the rally can get a free
bunk bed for 4 hours work. RV space (hookups and dry RV’ing) can be reserved by
calling the Lodge number: (800) 587-2240.
Lodge address: 5224 Highway 518, Vadito,
NM 87579.

by SandyBallard activities@loebmwr.org
Amy and I are going to ride dual sports to the
top of Capilla Peak in the Manzanos Saturday
afternoon and camp at the campground at
the top. Anyone who would like to join us is
welcome. The road is pretty good when dry
but does have some big exposures so it is not
for the timid.
We would be happy to meet anyone
who wants to ride up with us at the Smith’s
parking lot on the SE corner of Tramway and
Central (200 Tramway SE). Meet at 1pm to
head down there. Should take about an hour
to ride to the start of the dirt road. Or ride up
on your own.
Let me know if you would like to go.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

At Harry’s Roadhouse, 96 Old Las Vegas Hwy
# B, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505. Meet at the
restaurant at noon or, if you would like to ride
up with a group, meet at the Smith’s parking
lot on the SE corner of Tramway and Central
(200 Tramway Boulevard SE, Albuquerque,
NM) at 10:15 for a prompt 10:30 departure.
Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

(Continued on page 5)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
September 2019
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(Continued from page 4)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20-22

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SAN JUAN FALL COLOR RIDE

by SandyBallard
We will be riding to Durango and doing
the Durango – Silverton – Ouray – Telluride –
Dolores – Durango loop during the peak of
the fall colors. The ride up is about 225 miles.
We will ride up to Durango on Friday
afternoon and enjoy some pizza for dinner.
After the ride on Saturday, we will hop on
the Durango trolley to go into town and have
dinner at an as-yet-to-be-identified eatery.
Then we will ride home on Sunday morning.
Make hotel reservations at the Siesta
(durangosiestamotel.com). You should make
your reservations early because they are a
popular motel in a popular town at a popular
time of year. Please let me know if you make
a reservation so that I can notify members
how many folks plan to participate.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

CAMERON PICNIC

by SandyBallard
Don and Mary Lou Cameron have graciously
offered to host a party / cookout at their
home in Deming. The plan is to ride down on
Saturday, party at the Cameron’s Saturday
evening and ride home on Sunday. The
Cameron’s have enough acreage that anyone
who would like to camp in their spacious yard
is welcome to do so. For those who prefer
more luxurious accommodations, there are a
motels nearby where folks can get a room.

SMRI (ALBUQUERQUE) AND
ASMA (DEMING)
RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SMRI and Law Tigers are proud
to announce the schedule for our
2019 track days and the Law Tigers’
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Championships. Events will be held the
third weekend of every month from
May through October with a total of
six track days and six race days.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12

Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

TRACK DAYS
September 21

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

Many thanks to Don and Mary Lou for this
very generous offer!
Oh, and by the way, there is a Riding
Challenge Library in Deming that could
be visited very conveniently as part of this
outing…just sayin’. There is also a Ride
Challenge Library in Columbus, just 30
miles south of Deming. I went to 4th,
5th, and 6th grade in Columbus!
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

October 19

Check the Message Board
for the latest on the when
and where.

LAW TIGERS’ SANDIA
MOTORCYCLE ROADRACING
CHAMPIONSHIPS
September 22
October 20

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5-8

SET MY SOUL FREE BMW RIDERS
ASSOCIATION NATIONAL RALLY,
WOODSTOCK, VA

Have a groovy time, man, at BMW
Riders Association’s annual rally!
Live music, food, vendors, and
some of the best roads in the
country! At the Shenandoah
County
Fairgrounds.Follow
the rally Facebook Page at
https://www.facebook.com/
events/502604983603559/
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finishing runner-up in the “Master of Dirt”
competitions. In 2003 and 2018, Lischka
also distinguished himself as a finisher in the
extremely demanding “Roof of Africa” rally.
“As a passionate enduro and street
motorcycle rider, I’m looking forward to
building on the successes of the highly
motivated development team so far and
providing vital impetus for the next generation
of BMW motorcycles,” Lischka said of his
new role.

BMW CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT

BMW MOTORRAD UNDER NEW
LEADERSHIP

On August 1 Christof Lischka took over as
head of BMW Motorrad Development. The
mechanical engineer succeeds Karl Viktor
Schaller, who is retiring after five years as
head of Development at BMW Motorrad.
“BMW Motorrad has shown an
unparalleled product offensive in recent years.
We would like to thank Karl Viktor Schaller
for his important contribution to realising our
motorcycle growth strategy,” commented
Markus Schramm, head of BMW Motorrad.
“We are confident Christof Lischka will
continue our successful product development.
He brings a wealth of experience in vehicle
development and will be a valuable addition
to BMW Motorrad.”
Christof Lischka has held various
development positions at the BMW Group
over the past 20 years. Most recently, he was
responsible for “Requirements, Concepts and
Integration” in the Driving Dynamics division.
In assuming development responsibility for
BMW Motorrad, Lischka is pursuing his longstanding passion for two-wheeled vehicles. At
just eight years of age, he competed in BMX
races. He later moved on to motocross and
enduro, where he achieved many successes,
including winning the “Accept No Limits” and

https://advrider.com/
bmw-hit-with-class-action-lawsuit/
BMW of North America, LLC has been
slapped with a proposed class-action lawsuit.
The plaintiff claims that BMW placed
its customers’ safety at issue by selling
motorcycles with faulty gear indicators. The
suit alleges that the defective gear indicators
increased the risk of accidents and poses
other safety concerns.
The complaint, filed in a New Jersey federal
court was filed on behalf of Daniel Casey. He
claims the indicators intermittently displayed
the wrong gear or didn’t display any gear at all.
Casey also claims that the faulty indicators
have been the subject of many customer
complaints.
According to the court documents, the
defective gear indicators are produced on F,
K, G, R, HP2 and S series BMW motorcycles
manufactured between 2003 and 2019. The
complaint also says “BMW has long known
about the problem but has not notified
consumers.”
As such, BMW is accused of breaching
express and implied warranties and being
unjustly enriched. Casey is seeking classaction status and asks for monetary damages,
punitive damages, court costs, and expenses
as well as attorney fees.
In a nutshell, the case alleges that Casey’s

BMW motorcycle began showing the wrong
gear or no gear in May 2017. The problems
continued despite four repairs.
As a result, Casey says the defective gear
indicator: impedes him from properly judging
accelerating power and torque delivery;
places the motorcycle in incorrect gear while
on cruise control; reduces gas mileage; causes
“excessive strain” on the motor among other
things.
In his court filings, Casey says that BMW
knew about the defective gear indicators as
a result of complaints that appear on BMW
online forums as well as failures reported to
dealers or the company itself.
The amount of claimed damages is not
specified. But it is important to note that the
complaint seeks punitive damages which are
meant to punish the seller and can be very
large sums of money.

SIGN O’ THE TIMES:
MOTORCYCLIST MAGAZINE
ENDS PRINT PRODUCTION

as seen at AdventureRider.com
http://pirateslair.net/newsletter.htm
In our July Issue Newsletter, I sadly had to report
the demise of BMW Motorcycle Magazine.
One of my favorites...Well, my friends...I
have more bad news for you. Another iconic
rag is going out of print. Motorcyclist...the
longest continually-published US motorcycle
magazine in US history is going 100% digital.
Geezz.
Bonnier, the publishing house which owns
Motorcyclist, made the announcement of the
upcoming change just recently. Motorcyclist
has been in print ever since 1912, when
it got its start under the name of Pacific
Motorcycling. For years, it was one of the
most-respected US print moto-mags, serving
as official print publication of the AMA for a
while. More recently, it rivaled Cycle World
for pre-eminence as the country’s foremost

FASTEST WOMAN JESSIE COMBS

Jessica Combs was an American professional
racer, television personality, and metal
fabricator. She set a women’s land speed
class record (four wheels) in 2013 and broke
her own record in 2016. She was known as
“the fastest woman on four wheels”.
She co-hosted the Spike TV show
Xtreme 4x4, and appeared on Overhaulin’,
Mythbusters, The List, All Girls Garage,and
Science Channel’s How to Build...Everything.
On August 27 Combs died in a crash
of a jet-powered high-speed race car in
southeastern Oregon while attempting to
beat her own four-wheel land speed record.
September 2019
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all-encompassing motorcycle rag. Other
publications might have had a better focus
on cruisers, or adventure riding, or touring, or
dirt biking, but no other mags had as strong a
coverage of the industry as a whole.
Then, late in 2018, Ari Henning and Zack
Courts, the two guys responsible for most of
Motorcyclist’s flavor in recent years, left the
company to go work with Motor Trend and
readers reckoned the end was near. Turns out
they were right, sort of, as Motorcyclist’s July/
August edition will be its final print run.
Bonnier’s been swinging a wild ax lately,
having also canceled the print runs for Hot
Bike, Sport Rider (another of my favorites)
and Baggers. Supposedly, Motorcyclist will
follow the patterns of all those mags and
go to online-only publication. Bonnier says
the editorial staff is going to be shifted from
print to filling the online mag instead. No
word yet on what the changes at Motorcyclist
might mean for Cycle World; in theory, a more
regular print run might make sense now, but
I’d be surprised to see that happen.
All in our lifetime. We are literally
witnessing the demise of an entire industry.
One that has played a major part in our lives
as motorcyclists.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

RALLY CHAIR / COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
President@LOEBMWR.org

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org

www.loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
Member1@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
PastPresident@loebmwr.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646

September 2019

The Legendary Shaft

�

www.ocdcustomcycles.com

1

2

3

4

5

6 7

8

�

LOE B MW R N E WS

The real market for E2Ws is going to be in Asia of course
even tough they’ll be mostly inexpensive small people movers.
India specially is going to take electric scooters very seriously.
However, US and Europe will open up to premium cutting-edge
e-motos eventually. In Europe tangible market penetration in
five years is very much a possibility, that’s if BMW, Ducati,
KTM and Triumph decide to join Harley and Energica in that
market. The US is a different story but the good news is that
since most of the players here are startups, they aren’t betting
on tens of thousands of units to survive. As startups running
on gusto instead of lots of greenbacks they’re set up to operate
quite successfully in much more modest volumes. Yes, we’re in
the Wild West days of electric motorcycles, the era of pioneers
and early settlers. These are historic times and MOTO is proud
to be a part of the continuing evolution of the US premium
motorcycles industry.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to Jeff B, Roberta
O, Ray P, Albert C, Jake & Susan G, Hal K, Jodi S, Gerald B,
Jeffrey R and Rich L. We look forward to seeing you at some
of our club shindigs, and in some far-off places riding your
motorcycles.

LIGHTNING MOTORCYCLES –
ELECTRICS DONE RIGHT

http://r.ezine.moto-emag.com/mk/mr/
In 2013, the e-moto brand Lightning won the motorcycle
category at Pikes Peak beating out the entire two-wheel group
of gas and electrics. In 2011 Lightning set a new world land
speed record of 215.9 mph at Bonneville. And now they’re on
the verge of the impossible, launching a $13K electric superbike
called “Strike.” Their current line up includes the top end LS218 which hosts an impressive list of features and performance
figures. The LS-218 is a 200 hp superbike with a whopping
168 ft-lb of torque. It tops out at 218 mph and can be ordered
with different battery packs ranging from 100 to 180 miles per
charge. If the above stats aren’t impressive already the LS-218’s
ready-to-ride weight is only 495 lbs. This incredible machine is
54 lbs lighter and has double the hp and torque of the Harley
LiveWire yet its base price is only $9K above the MSRP of the
LiveWire.
The winning chemistry of a super popular electric in the US is
going to be equal parts high performance, great styling, reliability

Photo shared by Kern Borlin
and low price of entry. Basically that’s how the Japanese initially
won the ICE (Internal Combustion Engine) bike market. So far
this magic e-moto has been eluding our market, but it seems
Lightning may have cracked this code with their new Strike and
a base price of only $12,998. To learn more about the LS-218
and the new Strike, visit lightningmotorcycle.com.

THE WILD WILD WEST WORLD OF ELECTRICS

http://moto-emag.com/e-moto_industry.htm
EVs are so common in SoCal that they don’t turn heads
anymore. It wouldn’t be too unusual to spot three Tesla Model
3s at a light. In fact I see EVs all day long here, but in direct
contrast, I’ve only seen one electric motorcycle. And it was
a bargain basement variety. That’s the main factor currently
distinguishing these two industries – volume. EVs are looking
more and more mainstream and are being put out not only by
Tesla but also by major brands. They’re being embraced by the
general public at a high rate. On the other hand the electric
motorcycle industry is just starting to gain a small foothold on
our market. The EV manufacturers are swimming in billions of
development dollars, but our friends in the e-moto industry are
mostly startups who are doing it old fashioned way, with great
deal of passion, enthusiasm, street smarts and love of riding.
It has taken 150 years for the public to take electric cars
seriously, but the e-moto industry is on a slower trajectory.

This is an amusing rant by a GS owner from the UK. Funny thing
is that before we decided to share this video we ran it by a few
GS fans and almost all agreed to the points being raised here.
This vid has hit 450K views, mainly due to the tongue-in-cheek
delivery of the so-called grievances. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=yRU9zcJuOvg
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