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My Adventure in Paint

A

f t e r a b o u t 1 0 y e a r s o f h av i n g t h e s a m e v i n y l w r a p o n m y b i k e
I decided it was time for a new graphic treatment. Unfortunately, when I peeled off the
old vinyl I discovered what a terrible job BMW had done painting the bike originally.

Usually a vinyl wrap will protect the paint, and
removing it reveals the original color in all its
glory. Unfortunately, BMW skipped whatever
preparation was supposed to be done before
painting my bike, so taking the vinyl off also
removed big swaths of paint.

over town by one shop after another I finally
found what I hope is the answer. Jimmy at
English Color took me into the back room
of their store and blasted a piece of my
plastic with his high pressure air. The paint
disintegrated under the burst.
Will it remove all the paint? Will I have to
do more laps around Albuquerque to more
paint shops? Stay tuned for the next chapter…
David Wilson, editor

“No problem,” thought I, “I’ll just have a
shop remove the rest of the paint. It shouldn’t
be a problem, it’s fairly falling off.” But no, it
turned out nobody in Albuquerque wants to
remove paint from plastic parts.
After following up leads and being sent all
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Guinea Pigs for Dinner…

words and pictures by Dave and Annie Tynan

TRAVEL DAY 1: AREQUIPA TO PUERTO INCA
Starting out from Hotel La Gruta in Arequipa, we traveled to Puerto Inka for our first night. This
was our first experience riding on crowded city streets of Arequipa, a city with a population of a
million people at about 7,700 ft. altitude. Fortunately, our departure on a Monday coincided with
a holiday and most of the city was still asleep. Once free of the city, the roads become better. Our
tour joins toll roads where motorcycles travel at no charge. As explained by the tour guide, the
trucks pay for the road, so they are maintained very well and built for 80,000 lb trucks also. The
flip side of that is that trucks are numerous.
Our route to Puerto Inka takes us through mountain passes with high speed sweepers to the
Pan American Hwy., along the Pacific coast. Traffic is light and we enjoy the freedom of riding past
the white sand dunes with Pacific Ocean surf as back drop. We travel through seasonal ocean
side villages and encounter speed bumps with little warning. Ending our day at Hotel Puerto Inka
8 hours and 483 km later. We are ready for a cervesa.
We enjoy a great meal outdoors of Peruvian cuisine within 50 meters of the surf. Rooms are
basic and a salt air breeze and the sounds of the surf flow through the windows. The next day
we’re off to Nazca after a short investigation of nearby Inca ruins.

1,700 ft. elevation. The weather is in the 90’s F. We arrive at Nazca in about 3 hours traveling 180
km. We prearranged to fly over the Nacza Lines, ancient desert geoglyphs viewing the mosquito,
humming bird, monkey, spider, spaceman and more.
TRAVEL DAY 3: NAZCA TO CHALHUANCA.
We depart Nazca for Chalhuanca ascending to 9,475 ft. over 340 km. We see our first guanaca,
a wild camelid related to llamas. Riding endless curves into the Peruvian Andeas, traffic was light
and scenery terrific. We arrive at our hotel late afternoon. Some of our group are experiencing
altitude sickness and experiment with coca leaf tea.
DAYS 4 & 5: CHALHUANCA TO CUSCO.
We ride to Cusco, 313 km (6+ hours) away at 11,000 ft. altitude. Both ancient and modern, Cusco,
a city of over 400,000 has several archaeological sites and is on the Inca Trail. We spend 2 days
at a 4 star hotel within walking distance of the old city. Marvel at the Inca walls of enormous
granite blocks fit together without mortar, visit archaeological sites, the open market and shops.
TRAVEL DAY 6: CUSCO TO OLLANTAYTAMBO.
Today we ride through the Sacred Valley, stopping several times for the vistas and photos and to
walk around an Inca Greenhouse at Moray. The Incas used these terraced sites for agriculture,
producing seeds that would grow at higher elevations. The roads vary from good curvy asphalt,
(Continued on page 3)

TRAVEL DAY 2: AREQUIPA TO NAZCA.
The 2-lane highway to Nazca includes a pass climbing in altitude to the desert from the coast. The
pass is crowded with semi-trucks moving very slowly. Following our tour guide, we pass when we
can, sometimes several trucks at a time. Once clear of the traffic we climb from sea level to about
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(Continued from page 2)
to dirt or gravel with switchbacks. We travel about 90km.
DAY 7 & 8: OLLANTAYTAMBO - MACHU PICCHU.
This bucket list destination of Machu Picchu requires us to get off the bikes and take both a train
and a bus, round trip, from our hotel in Ollantaytambo. A local Machu Picchu guide is provided
and the experience is fantastic. Like the stone walls of Cusco, the granite blocks of the Lost City
are fitted together perfectly without mortar. The altitude at Ollantaytambo is about 9,200 ft. and
Machu Picchu is less than 8,000 ft.
TRAVEL DAY 9: OLLANTAYTAMBO TO QUINCE MIL.
More great road riding, we stop at Pisac in the Sacred Valley. Riding the crowded, stone paved
streets of Pisac, with open gutters running down the center of the narrow streets are a challenge,
but we exit safely. Our destination, Quince Mil, is located 300km away in the jungle region of the
country. High speed sweepers and slow speed switchbacks on asphalt. Water running over the
roadway, falling rocks in the road occasionally, villages with severe speed bumps, dogs, sheep,
llamas, bridges road construction. We ride down valleys and banana plantations to our lodging
in the jungle.
TRAVEL DAY 10: QUINCE MIL TO JULIACA.
Nearly 500 km away at 12,500 ft., Juliaca is described as Peru’s New Delhi, crowded and dirty. The
roads along the way are smooth going high speed sweepers with terrific scenery. The 8 hour ride is

event free until we arrive in the outskirts of Juliaca. Traffic law enforcement has been slim to none
until Juliaca. Now, police stand at intersections enforcing traffic control lights. Understandable as
the streets are a jumble of cabs, cars, trucks and a few tourists on big motorcycles. I find myself
shutting down the bike at red lights to rest my grip while living it in gear. Watching the traffic light
count down timer, I start the bike, ready to move when the light changes. So crowded, I accidentally
find myself adjusting a cabbie’s mirror with my elbow. It’s been a long day when we find the hotel,
let off the ladies and garage the bikes. We have a nice meal and rest.
TRAVEL DAY 11: JULIACA TO COLCA CANYON.
270 km away fro Juliaca is Colca Canyon. Twice as deep as the Grand Canyon, we are here to see
the Andean Condor. Roads and scenery here are reminiscent of New Mexico. With the exception
of the Inca ruins, the country looks like the Jemez area including the Gilman Tunnels.
TRAVEL DAY 12: RETURN TO AREQUIPA.
The last leg of the tour, we climb a 16,000 ft pass then down the foothills into Arequipa. Travel
today is about 160 km and 3 hours. Traffic increases as we ascend into the city and finally the
garage where we witness the unloading of new 750, 850 and 1250GS’s.
In summary, we rode our rented BMW in Peru for 10 days, about 2,616 km (1,625 mi.).
Experienced altitude changes from sea level to over 16,000 ft. Traveled through all 5 climate
zones. We rode rain, snow and shine, two up. Viewed ancient Inca archaeological sites. Ate
cuy (guinea pig) and llama. Drank coca tea. And checked off our bucket list item of visiting
Machu Picchu.
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

AUGUST
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 3

THE CLUB BIRTHDAY PICNIC

by Sandy Ballard
At the Yucca Group Picnic Site. Festivities will
start around 11 am, with lunch served at noon.
We'll eat, celebrate the founding of our club
back in the previous millenium, eat, have a
short meeting, eat, give folks a final chance
to pre-register for the rally, eat, and buy rally
shirts if you want to get ahead of the shopping
hordes at the rally. And…oh, yeah: eat!
The club will provide burgers, brats,
condiments, paper plates, utensils, and sodas.
This is also a pot luck, so bring along a side
dish: veggie, chips, dips, dessert, etc.
In order for the club to purchase the
appropriate amount of food for the picnic you
must RSVP before 8 am Friday August 2 by
emailing activities@loebmwr.org
At the picnic, those folks who RSVP'ed
will be served first and those who didn't will
divide any left-overs!
The Yucca Group Picnic Area is in the Oak
Flats recreation area. To get there turn left off
of Highway 337 about 9 miles south of Tijeras
when you see the Oak Flats sign. Then follow
the signs for about a mile to the site. The GPS
coordinates are 34.99781, -106.32034.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6-8

THE 35th BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND

Noted moto-blogger, Abhi Eswarappa will
present at least one session covering some
of his favorite blogging topics like top vintage
bikes, best used adventure/touring bikes,
and/or favorite moto-tours (http://www.
abhibanerjee.com).
Many new tech/seminar sessions,
featuring BMW experts Paul & Voni Glaves,
Matt Parkhouse and others.
Wonderful mountain area riding
Free camping
Friday night chile snack
Saturday night New Mexican dinner
Great music and more both nights
Door prizes

(Continued on page 5)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
August 2019
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(Continued from page 4)
On site vendors, flea market, free coffee
and more!
Registration: $45 pre-register or $55 onsite. Online deadline: midnight, August
16, 2019 ($1 added to use PayPal) at www.
loebmwr.org/TheRally.aspx
Agenda: Online https://loebmwr.org/
TheRally/RallyAgenda.aspx
Email: info@loebmwr.org
Need
A
Motel?:
Sipapu
Lodge:
1-800-587-2240.
Taos area reservation assistance: https://
taos.org/visit/lodging
Participants get free camping with their

SMRI (ALBUQUERQUE) AND
ASMA (DEMING)
RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

SMRI and Law Tigers are proud
to announce the schedule for our
2019 track days and the Law Tigers’
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Championships. Events will be held the
third weekend of every month from
May through October with a total of
six track days and six race days.
Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org
TRACK DAYS
August 17
September 21

October 19

LAW TIGERS’ SANDIA
MOTORCYCLE ROADRACING
CHAMPIONSHIPS
August 18
October 20
September 22

registration. Lodging at Sipapu Lodge must
be arranged separately. Usually this time of
year, virtually all cabins and rooms at the
Lodge are already reserved. Any participant
volunteering to help at the rally can get a free
bunk bed for 4 hours work. RV space (hookups and dry RV’ing) can be reserved by
calling the Lodge number: (800) 587-2240.
Lodge address: 5224 Highway 518, Vadito,
NM 87579
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20-22

SAN JUAN FALL COLOR RIDE

by SandyBallard
We will be riding to Durango and doing
the Durango – Silverton – Ouray – Telluride –
Dolores – Durango loop during the peak of
the fall colors. The ride up is about 225 miles.
We will ride up to Durango on Friday
afternoon and enjoy some pizza for dinner.
After the ride on Saturday, we will hop on
the Durango trolley to go into town and have
dinner at an as-yet-to-be-identified eatery.
Then we will ride home on Sunday morning.
Make hotel reservations at the Siesta
(durangosiestamotel.com). You should make
your reservations early because they are a
popular motel in a popular town at a popular
time of year. Please let me know if you make
a reservation so that I can notify members
how many folks plan to participate.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

CAMERON PICNIC

by SandyBallard
Don and Mary Lou Cameron
have graciously offered to host
a party / cookout at their home
in Deming. The plan is to ride
down on Saturday, party
at the Cameron’s Saturday
evening and ride home on
Sunday. The Cameron’s have
enough acreage that anyone
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who would like to camp in their spacious yard
is welcome to do so. For those who prefer
more luxurious accommodations, there are a
motels nearby where folks can get a room.
Many thanks to Don and Mary Lou for this
very generous offer!
Oh, and by the way, there is a Riding
Challenge Library in Deming that
could be visited very conveniently
as part of this outing…just sayin’.
There is also a Ride Challenge
Library in Columbus, just 30
miles south of Deming. I went
to 4th, 5th, and 6th grade in
Columbus!
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THE NEW R NINET /5

Classic, authentic, original – and air-cooled.
This is what the R nineT models stand for. The
new R nineT /5 provides another addition to
the BMW Motorrad heritage, this time with
special historical roots: the model marks the
50th anniversary of the legendary /5 series
and the start of production at the BMW plant
in Berlin 50 years ago.
BMW automobile production increased
enormously in the 1960s, so the decision was
taken to build BMW motorcycles in Berlin.
Operations got underway in 1969 with some
400 staff and a new series: the R 50/5, R
60/5 and R 75/5. With a completely newly
chassis and engine along with a fresh, modern
design, BMW made a lasting impact on the
motorcycle market of the time. The /5 models
saw instant success, thrilling customers with
a combination of riding dynamics comfort.
The new motorcycles perfectly matched

an age defined by upheaval, rock music and a
powerful sense of freedom. As a reflection of
this, a wide range of bold, bright body colours
was available for the new /5 models.
The
anniversary
model
features
contemporary knee pads, as well as Lupine
Blue metallic paint with smoke effect, and
double line marking on the fuel tank, which
bears the anniversary emblem. Chrome for
the rear mirrors, exhaust manifold and rear
silencer likewise hark back to the historical
archetype, as does the double seat contoured
in the style of the /5 with cross-embossing
on the cover, grab straps and white piping as
well as gaiters on the telescopic fork.
The coating of the engine, gearbox, fork
slider tubes, wheel hubs and spokes in
Aluminium Silver also stylishly evokes the
legendary /5 models, as do the components
finished in black such as the frame and the
propeller shaft casing.

functional, road-legal automobile.
On the loading area of the converted
vehicle stands a F850GS. With a combination
of touring and long-distance capability, sporty
dynamics and supreme off-road qualities, the
F850GS perfectly complements the qualities
of the X7 Pick-up. However, in everyday life,
the X7 pick-up and the F850GS are faithful
companions: thanks to their excellent driving
characteristics both on paved and unpaved
roads, the journey is the destination.

ONE-OF-A-KIND X7 PICK-UP

A unique conversion created by BMW Group
vocational trainees in cooperation with the
Concept Vehicle Construction and Model
Technology divisions at the BMW Munich
plant. The vehicle is based on the BMW X7.
It combines the drive technology of the X7
xDrive40i with the innovative vehicle concept
of a five-seater luxury pick-up.
Behind the passenger cabin providing
five persons luxury ambience, the X7 pickup offers a generous loading area. The
combination of honey-coloured teakwood
and the Tanzanite Blue metallic paint – an
exclusive navy blue finish that develops extra
depth when exposed to sunlight – was inspired
by yachting and creates a sophisticated look.
In just ten months, twelve trainees
from the occupational sectors body and
vehicle mechanics, vehicle mechatronics
and technical model construction turned
a concept into a show car quality, fully

THE NEW FIT-FOR-ALL
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

BMW simplifies wireless communication
between motorcyclists with two new products.
The new Fit-for-All communication system
can be integrated into virtually any helmet.
Connecting this up to the new Bike-to-Bike
communication module also allows group
communication with other motorcyclists.
The communication system enables riders
to stay in contact with each other, to listen
to their favourite music, to conduct phone
conversations and to stay on course with
the BMW Navigator. The new system fits all
BMW motorcycle helmets and can also be
integrated into a number of helmets by other
manufacturers. The starter kit is offered
in addition to the already available BMW
communication systems.
The helmet-independent communication
system has been conceived as a rider-passenger
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communication system, however, it can also
be extended to communicate with up to
six motorcyclists in private mode using the
Bike-to-Bike communication module. It is
also compatible with already existing BMW
communication systems.
The range between two bikes extends
up to 300 metres when the Bike-to-Bike
communication module is used. In a group,
distances of up to two kilometres can be
bridged under optimum conditions. Riders
can choose between a private and a public
mode using an app which is free of charge. In
public mode more than six motorcycles can
be connected.
The Fit-for-All communication system can
be comfortably operated using three buttons.
Different button combinations enable easy
pairing with the intercom system, volume
control, switching on and off as well as access
to a configuration menu. The operating unit is
located on the left side of the helmet and is
both UV-resistant and weatherproof.
The system also enables communication
with other bluetooth-capable devices.
Navigator instructions can be received, phone
conversations are possible, and music over
the BMW audio system or compatible end
devices. The automatic suppression of noise,
the clear music playback and the high speech
quality ensure a pleasant communication
experience while riding.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

RALLY CHAIR / COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
President@LOEBMWR.org

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org

www.loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
Member1@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
PastPresident@loebmwr.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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LOE B MW R N E WS
LOST TITLE?

by Dave Hartman
Ever consider buying a lost title bike or taking on a restoration
of Uncle Ed’s 1955 Zundapp but you have heard how difficult
it is to get a title? Well, its really not that bad. The trick is to
know the correct agency to apply to. Your local MVD will not
have a clue. I recently got a NM title on an out of state bike,
a 1954 Puch. It took me about 2-3 months and there were
some minor hiccups along the way regarding valuation. Its a
learning process for the uninitiated. The first advice I received
was invaluable, as I found out where to go (Dealer Licensing
Bureau 505-383-2316) to apply for a lost title. Its under the
NM MVD but is unfindable (at least to me) on the NM website.
Its address is 505 Marquette NW Ste. 1501, ABQ, NM 87102.
First, you’ll need a VIN inspection at your local MVD.
Second, you’ll need to buy a Motor Vehicle Defective Title
bond. I got mine at Brown and Brown but you can find a lot of
places that will sell you a bond. It will cost 10% of the vehicle’s
value. I bought a bond based on the Bill of Sale amount. Here
is where you might want to consult an NADA book to save
yourself a trip back to increase your bond.
One of the hiccups I endured was valuation. I was first told
to go to a dealer and just get a signed letter regarding the
vehicle’s value. That was rejected as the manager at Dealer
Licensing Bureau wrote me a letter to say I needed a ‘certified
vehicle appraiser’ to provide a value. He ended up looking up
his own value, from an antique motorcycle NADA table. It was
valued too high, but I didn’t argue as I could tell I was close to
getting approval, and that was all I wanted.
If you know of an appraiser that would be the smoothest
approach, but the cost may not be worth it.After you get your
approval letter, its back to MVD to obtain your title.

WHAT TO RIDE?

by Keith Ingram
If you ask a motorcycle rider their preference of bike, It’s little
doubt you’ll receive a definite brand of choice. However if you
inquire about the type of riding they prefer, the proverbial can
of worms grows larger. The question to ask relates to past or
present motorcycle racing. This usually reduces the answer
to dirt or asphalt competition for the surface of choice. If the
answer is dirt, motocross, enduro, flat track, trials will be some

answers received. Of course the pavement (concrete, etc)
question brings roadracing, drags, as a more limited choice.
Now my thought on this subject. I never rode any motorcycle
until I was twenty six, with a trip to my nationally ranked flat
tracker friend’s farm. We chased rabbits on his wheat stubble
and during a break from the forced bunny exersize, we talked
of our slides, jumps and thrills offered atop dirt.
This conversation led to an invitation to compete in a pro
flat track event in Amarillo two days ahead. Short version: I
raced both 250 and Open class short track comp, finishing
second to my friend in each class and won a nice cash award.
I was hooked.
Now years later and three quarters of a century old, my
racing is limited to track days and downhill mountain bicycles.
As you read this, I have a question. My years of dirt competition
and playing are being interrupted because of pavement track
days. I don’t suggest time stolen from one for the other, but
the fact my ability to power slide a GTL at a fun track day has
deminished my sand control while off road. No doubt we’ve all
read of dirtbike skills aiding pavement riding and however true,
from some reason, while on either my GS or my all mountain
bicycle, deep sand now destroys my confidence and usually
results in an up close, personal and semi-uncomfortable sand
face plant.
So while dirt bike racing and playing obviously assist
pavement competition. Does pavement riding truly diminish
dirt skills?Thoughts on this from anyone?

THE “THIRD HAND” TOOL

by Keith Rasmussen
This article addresses my solution for the “Jesus clip” problem
encountered in the repair or
cleaning of the /5 and some
/6 combination light switches.
The /5 switch, Diagram
#61_0216 combination switch
part # 01 61 31 1 351 220 is the
correct match for /5 and 1974
/6 bikes. The 1975 and later /6
bikes the part # 01 61 31 1 243
247 combination light switch is
not addressed here.
There are strong warnings
about the “Jesus clip”. This
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clip and two
small springs are
reported to fly.
“That little tiny
Jesus Clip (you
know why it is
called that) will
fly out, across
the garage, never
to be seen again,
after you carefully pry it sideways, off the shaft using a very tiny
jewelers screwdriver, or similar small tool. Do not lose it, and do
not deform it by being ham-fisted.” After the dire warning of
tiny flying parts, there are the words: “Be exceedingly careful
about removing the clip it is done by having three hands (just
kidding)”. With those words planting fear in my heart, I decided
that I would take the advice literally. My “third hand” was
performed by Bri Garcia. In the first photograph, you can see
her utilizing the cupped hand technique for clip retention. The
very long decorated fingernails are optional. For an amateur
like myself, diving into a little switch with a tiny spring and itty
bitty circlips is destined to produce frustration. However, Bri’s
smile, giggles at my irritations with the tiny parts, and ability
to constantly adjust as I jockeyed, twisted, and muttered while
trying to see what I was doing, transformed the expected
frustration into fun.
Once the switch was disassembled it was apparent that
my issues were due to corrosion and wear. The considerable
corrosion caused the intermittent connection problems. The
contacts were also pitted and worn down. This was causing the
switch lever to not spring back on it’s own for the high beam
flicker. With no way to repair the wear, we carefully
cleaned the connections and reassembled. The
reassembly proved again that my “third hand”
assistant technique is practical and fun. She held
things in place, prevented flying part disasters
and maintained the party atmosphere all the way
through the fifth reassembly effort. Not one clip
was lost in this project. The third hand tool was
so successful, and versatile that I used it again
for rebuilding the front forks, clutch adjustments,
and test rides. I know where I got my “third hand”
but have no idea where you will find yours, I don’t
loan mine out.
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