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A Father's Day Adventure
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o t h e r ' s d ay i s a b o u t c h o c o l at e a n d f l o w e r s , fat h e r ' s d ay i s a b o u t
time. Specifically, a pass to spend the day how dad wants, outside the usual crush of
obligations. And any dad with a motorcycle is going to go motorcycling.

My choice was the Jemez loop, my go-to for a
less than a day, more than to the coffee shop
ride. It was gorgeous when I set out, heading
up to San Ysidro and off into the wilderness.
There wasn't even a lot of traffic – until I
reached Jemez Springs, that is.

It was like being shown a table full of desserts
and not being able to eat any of them. Only
worse, because I like motorcycling more than
eating dessert.
After nearly everyone turned toward
Fenton Lake the going was easy, and I found
myself mostly alone to enjoy the empty road
heading up into the mountains. Except for

That's when I caught up to the rest of New
Mexico, who were all headed up to Fenton
Lake for the day. I am not beyond bending the
rules regarding double yellow passing, but I
quickly found myself behind 100 cars crawling
up the delicious twisties into the mountains.
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CLOUDCROFT

Camp `n Ride
L o t s of "C' s" I n Cl ou dcr of t

by RJ Mirabal
Thinking about Cloudcroft, it occurred to me there are two letter c’s in the name and there were
lots of c’s – good ones – we could associate with our club Camp and Ride weekend, June 7-9. Of
course, the most obvious one beyond the name is…Curves! For several miles surrounding this
little southern New Mexico mountain town, one encounters curves – tight twisties as well as high
speed sweepers through beautiful mountain terrain. And that goes for both dirt and pavement.
The absolute best collection of curves is the road from Cloudcroft (CC) to Timberon. This
paved jewel starts out as SR 130 and morphs into two or three more number designations…but
the easiest way to keep track is just keep going south on the smoothest pavement in the state
until you get to Timberon, then turn around and go back up the road. You have to ride it to really
know how good it is. A number of riders rode this track twice in one day!
More curves on a little funky road awaited as we sailed back up 6563 and then took SR 130
east, then headed southeast to Weed (SR 24). One could continue southeast on 24 out onto the
plains before circling back. Or one might return to 130 northeast to Mayhill and back to Cloudcroft
on a constant buffet of sweepers. In between all this network are many great dirt forest roads
through the vast wilderness.

So many curvy roads, so little time!
Camping. Of course, it’s a Camp and Ride!
The Lower Fir Campground just outside CC is
a nice combination of canyons (another c) and
tall pines. Well shaded and cool (yet another c)
at night. Friday night, everyone (including the
hotel campers – see below) gathered under the
gazebo and shared snacks, beer, tall tales, and
hearty laughs. Saturday night was an all tentcampers gathering except for one hotel camper
driving a red “dual-dual sport” of the Mazda
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)
Miata variety (it takes all kinds in this club!).
Comfort. The less hardy among us preferred soft beds enclosed by four solid walls and CC
offered many choices of lodging in town. Since Sandy, our Activities Czar, chose a weekend
early in the vacation season, rooms were available for all who wanted to hotel camp. CC is not
exactly a gourmet destination, but all the interesting “pot-luck” items shared at the campground
compensated (special shout out to Humberto for his salsa and fresh off the tree pecans). And
I understand there was a good pizza at Cloudcroft Brewery Company and a fairly acceptable
sandwich place called Dave’s Cafe in town along with plenty of beer options and music (at CC
Brewery) to soothe any culinary faults.
Camaraderie. Everyone had a great time chatting and philosophizing under the gazebo (and
later under the stars around a warm bonfire) covering vast territories of intelligent, silly, and
motorcycle related topics. A few who arrived strangers left as great new friends. This spirit
followed all as we spread out on a delicious variety of roads Friday afternoon and all day Saturday.
I guess “Club” could be considered as synonymous with “Camaraderie.”
Cosmos. SR 6563 also took us by Sunspot, the National Solar Observatory. After seeing the
Sunspot signs along the road down to and up from Timberon, a few of us dropped by the observatory
which is open to the public and gives the occasional tour. It is phenomenal! The actual telescope,
trained 24/7 on the Sun to gather a vast amount of data, is not your usual stellar telescope.
The details are fascinating, such as the scope stretches 126 feet above the ground and 228
feet below ground. According to Wikipedia, “The telescope’s entire optical system – from the top
of the Tower to the base of its underground portion, plus the 40-foot diameter observing room
floor – is suspended from the top of the Tower by a mercury float bearing. The bearing, in turn,
is hung on three bolts, each only 76 millimeters (3 inches) in diameter.” Guess what happens
when one old guy (the Miata one) stands with his left foot on the solid observing room floor and
pushes with his right foot on the telescope’s floor? After a bit grunting and slipping, the entire
608,000 pounds of the telescope rotates on its mercury float bearing!
Old guy’s rule! Well…so did a 10-year-old girl who did the same thing right before.
Cool…both literally and figuratively! There are more c’s to explore than have been revealed
here. Go on down and check them out for yourself.
July 2019
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

J U LY
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SATURDAY, JULY 20

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

ON ANY SUNDAY

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, JULY 7

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Let's have breakfast at Abuelita's New
Mexican Restaurant, 621 S Camino Del
Pueblo, Bernalillo, NM 87004 at 9 am.
SATURDAY, JULY 13

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

SUNDAY, JULY 21

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

At the Pig + Fig Cafe in White Rock at noon.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

to pre-register for the rally, eat, and buy rally
shirts if you want to get ahead of the shopping
hordes at the rally. And…oh, yeah: eat!
The club will provide burgers, brats,
condiments, paper plates, utensils, and sodas.
This is also a pot luck, so bring along a side
dish: veggie, chips, dips, dessert, etc.
In order for the club to purchase the
appropriate amount of food for the picnic you
must RSVP before 8 am Friday August 2 by
emailing activities@loebmwr.org
At the picnic, those folks who RSVP'ed

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

(Continued on page 5)

SMRI (ALBUQUERQUE) AND
ASMA (DEMING)
RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

SMRI and Law Tigers are proud
to announce the schedule for our
2019 track days and the Law Tigers’
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Championships. Events will be held the
third weekend of every month from
May through October with a total of
six track days and six race days.

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3

TRACK DAYS
July 20
August 17

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

THE CLUB BIRTHDAY PICNIC

by Sandy Ballard
At the Yucca Group Picnic Site. Festivities will
start around 11 am, with lunch served at noon.
We'll eat, celebrate the founding of our club
back in the previous millenium, eat, have a
short meeting, eat, give folks a final chance

September 21
October 19

LAW TIGERS’ SANDIA
MOTORCYCLE ROADRACING
CHAMPIONSHIPS
July 21
September 22
August 18
October 20
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
July 2019
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FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20-22

(Continued from page 4)
will be served first and those who didn't will
divide any left-overs!
The Yucca Group Picnic Area is in the Oak
Flats recreation area. To get there turn left off
of Highway 337 about 9 miles south of Tijeras
when you see the Oak Flats sign. Then follow
the signs for about a mile to the site. The GPS
coordinates are 34.99781, -106.32034.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6-8

THE 35th BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND
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Our own rally, one of the best in America!
Don’t miss it. Watch here for updates as
they develop. Noted moto-blogger, Abhi
Eswarappa will present at least one session
covering some of his favorite blogging topics
like top vintage bikes, best used adventure/
touring bikes, and/or favorite moto-tours
(https://www.motorcyclistonline.com/
authors/abhi-eswarappa).

SAN JUAN FALL COLOR RIDE

by SandyBallard
We will be riding to Durango and doing
the Durango – Silverton – Ouray – Telluride –
Dolores – Durango loop during the peak of
the fall colors. The ride up is about 225 miles.
We will ride up to Durango on Friday
afternoon and enjoy some pizza for dinner.
After the ride on Saturday, we will hop on
the Durango trolley to go into town and have
dinner at an as-yet-to-be-identified eatery.
Then we will ride home on Sunday morning.
Make hotel reservations at the Siesta
(durangosiestamotel.com). You should make
your reservations early because they are a
popular motel in a popular town at a popular
time of year. Please let me know if you make
a reservation so that I can notify members
how many folks plan to participate.

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

CAMERON PICNIC

by SandyBallard
Don and Mary Lou Cameron have graciously
offered to host a party / cookout at their
home in Deming. The plan is to ride down on
Saturday, party at the Cameron’s Saturday
evening and ride home on Sunday. The
Cameron’s have enough acreage that anyone
who would like to camp in their spacious yard
is welcome to do so. For those who prefer
more luxurious accommodations, there are a
motels nearby where folks can get a room.
Many thanks to Don and Mary Lou for this
very generous offer!
Oh, and by the way, there is a Riding
Challenge Library in Deming that could
be visited very conveniently as part of this
outing…just sayin’. There is also a Ride
Challenge Library in Columbus, just 30 miles
south of Deming. I went to 4th, 5th, and 6th
grade in Columbus!

NATIONAL EVENTS
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5-8

NON-INVITATIONAL 2019 DGR
RALLY, MAGGIE VALLEY, NC

from Jerry Finley, Pirate’s Lair pirateslair.net
At the Maggie Valley Creekside Lodge,
reservations 800-621-1260. Discounted
reservations good until August 13th and
then special pricing is no longer available.
Cancellation is good with a weeks notice,
anything less than a week, they charge you for
a night. The hotel has some other restrictions
that will be passed along at the time you
make your reservations (no pets, charges for
stealing TV remotes, no smoking in rooms,
etc.) There are a few secluded areas to smoke,
if you know what I mean.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5-8

SET MY SOUL FREE BMW RIDERS
ASSOCIATION NATIONAL RALLY,
WOODSTOCK, VA

Have a groovy time, man, at BMW Riders
Association’s annual rally! Live music, food,
vendors, and some of the best roads in
the country! At the Shenandoah County
Fairgrounds.Follow the rally Facebook
Page
at
https://www.facebook.com/
events/502604983603559/
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PERSONALISED EYECATCHERS

All eyes will be on you. The decor sticker sets
by BMW Motorrad are perfectly harmonised
with the design and geometry of the bike and
make for a unique look. They are available
in a large number of colour combinations
and designs, giving the motorcycle a very
individual and stylish appearance. The stickers
are characterised by solid and metallic colour
effects as well as highly brilliant colours.
They are weather-resistant and designed
to last a long time.The sticker sets are perfect
for riders who want to make their bike even
more attractive and express their personality
through their bikes. BMW lettering and logo
are integrated into the sticker design. They
offer a fast and low-cost opportunity for
upgrading the bike’s looks, giving the rider a
customised feel for his bike.
Every design has been carefully
coordinated to the special properties of each
motorcycle. Each sticker set has been made
for each specific bike model.
Depending on the model, the sets feature
stickers for fairing parts, wheel rims and cases
as well as for wheel covers, fuel tank, topcase,

space in the case of an electrically powered
vehicle. The electric motor itself is relatively
compact. Starting from this new basis, the
BMW Motorrad Vision DC Roadster is
able to make this transfer – retaining the
iconic appearance of a boxer while filling it
with a new function. This is why the Vision
Bike is instantly recognisable as a BMW
motorcycle.
Replacing what would previously have
been the engine, there is now a vertically
fitted, longitudinally oriented battery.
For cooling purposes, two side elements
protrude with cooling ribs and ventilators.
The cylinder-shaped electric motor is
positioned underneath the battery and is
directly connected to the universal shaft.
In the side view, the BMW Motorrad
Vision DC Roadster presents a front-wheel
orientation. The low front section and the
short, high rear convey a sense of agility. It
integrates the seat, creating the flyline of a
sporty roadster. The frame structure is a key
factor in defining the dynamic side view.
The overall appearance of the Vision DC
conveys a sense of lightness to emphasise
driving dynamics. Elements such as the
seat and the cooling system
appear to hover around the
battery. On the frame itself,
lengthwise milled grooves
create a fascinating visual
effect, reducing the perceived
volume
and
highlighting
the
bike’s
longitudinal
dynamics. This impression
is further underscored by
means of openings in the
milled aluminium frame and
the tubular frame structure
arranged above it. Meanwhile,
red contrast elements and
brushed aluminium at selected

aluminium or spoke wheel rims. Naturally the
necessary mounting accessories and tools for
attaching the stickers in bubble-free manner
are also included.
The sticker sets are available for the
following model series:
R 1200 GS from model year 2008
R 1200 GS from model year 2008
R 1200 GS
R 1200 GS Adventure
R 1200 GS
F 750 GS
F 850 GS
G 310 GS
G 310 R

BMW VISION DC ROADSTER

Super edited story, get the whole thing here
In a motorcycle, the motor is the centrepiece – it
is the fundamental element, providing the
basis for the entire architecture. But electrical
drive components have completely different
requirements in terms of installation space.
While in a conventional motorbike the size
of the engine is mainly determined by its
capacity, it is the battery that takes up most

points such as the battery, frame and cool
systems emphasise the bike’s innovative
geometry.
Within the mainly dark colour concept, it is
the mechanical elements such as the exposed
universal shaft and the Duolever fork that
add striking accentuations. The minimalist
design of the front and rear lights is an iconic
implementation of hallmark BMW lighting,
reflecting maximum reduction in modern
style. The headlamp shows the LED daytime
riding light in a dynamic, flat U shape, while
two compact LED lenses on each side provide
the low and high beam. The rear light consists
of two C-shaped LED elements integrated in
the aluminium rear carrier. On the tires five
fluorescent elements, each about the size of
a postage stamp, combine innovative design
with safety aspects: standing and moving,
the lighting elements create an exciting
graphic effect. In darkness, they increase the
visibility from the side and convey dynamics
when in motion.
The Vision DC Roadster is a visionary
symbol of the future of BMW with alternative
drive forms still firmly rooted in the finest
BMW tradition.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

RALLY CHAIR / COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
President@LOEBMWR.org

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org

www.loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
Member1@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
PastPresident@loebmwr.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646

July 2019

The Legendary Shaft

�

www.ocdcustomcycles.com

1

2

3

4

5

6 7

8

�

(Continued from page 1)

the clouds: I had dressed for the weather
in Albuquerque, which was sunny and hot.
The Jemez was socked in with clouds, and
with the rising altitude the temperature was
dropping fast. But the clouds were off to the
west, so I figured if I pushed on it wouldn't be
a problem.
At Valle Grande it became a problem. The
rain moved in and my mesh jacket did little
to stop it. I still figured if I pushed on I would
outrun it and it wouldn't be a problem. You may
notice some faulty reasoning developing here.
The rain got thicker and the air colder as
I headed further into the mountains. The
delicious curves suddenly didn't look so
appetizing, shining with the cold water. Then
it was hail. Thankfully the hail didn't actually
fall on me, but I'd just missed it and there was
about an inch of it covering the road.
This was entering Bandelier, and all of you
familiar with this part of the road (and I'll bet you
all are) know that this is the tightest, twistiest
part of the Jemez loop. So imagine this: zooming up the road
trying to get past the freezing rain (my bike said the temperature
had dropped to about 40°) then slowing to about 10mph around
a hairpin corner, repeat over and over. Except when I got stuck
behind another driver going 10mph in the straight, because if
they went faster their car would spin out of control on the wet
road and tumble into a flaming mass of twisted metal.
After going around the real 10mph hairpin (you know
the one) just before the Los Alamos turnoff, at about 1mph

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to Mike S, Ross
G, Jay M, Umberto M, Travis C, Craig W, Steve K and Kenny
G, and welcome back Jerry S. We look forward to seeing you
at some of our club shindigs, and in some far-off places riding
your motorcycles.

RIDING CHALLENGE 2019 —
LIBRARIES OF NEW MEXICO

by SandyBallard
We have our first winner! Jack Dannenberg just completed
visiting all 48 libraries in this year’s Riding Challenge! Way to
go Jack! Jack will collect his prize along with the other
winners at the Christmas party in December.
There are a couple of other folks
that are on their way to completing
LOE
B
ng the Challenge. You can check
Rides out the latest results at: https://
docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d / 1 4 9 6 D 0 X x i Yq x I 5 o 2 3 h Z _
WfgvjFaSe0fKu5MCHJ0f1TsY/
edit?usp=sharing
Weird
Remember, you have until
G
Pces November
ALLEN
3 to visit libraries so
get out there and get smart!
July 2019

The Legendary Shaft

�

I stopped in Madrid for a cuppa joe and to watch the parade
of show bikes. For sure, none of them had ridden in the rain.
Probably ever. I rested my sore muscles for a bit before saddling
up and heading on for a relaxed, dry ride to Albuquerque.
I even took a spin up to the Peak. There was a lot of traffic,
but nothing an enterprising biker couldn't make quick work of.
A lot of the out-of-towners even got out of the way. Imagine
that! It was a blast riding up, and most of the way down.
Then I seemed to run into the whole Fenton Lake crowd
again, which had escaped the rain and headed up to the Peak,
and were now heading down at 10mph. There were the same
100 from before, so the idea of passing them all was off the
table. I sat back and enjoyed the slow ride down.
Then came the denoument, a short ride back to town and the
realization that “I have to write a story about this!” I suppose if
it's a nice serene ride there’s not much to talk about…
David Wilson, editor
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Crazy BMW
Computer!
How many
miles does
it think I can
go on a tank
of gas? (The
answer is
about 200)

(because I wouldn't burst
into flames, but I could easily
imagine sliding off the cliff)
the rain finally stopped. Then
I was only wet and cold, but
the wind was drying me off
and providing some excellent
evaporative cooling.
I headed toward Bandelier
Monument and White Rock,
thankful to be out of the
mountains. I thought now
maybe the ride would redeem
itself, the twisty road between
the Monument and the town is
pretty sweet.
What I found, however, was
that the shuttle buses they now
use to ferry tourists to Bandelier
have totally destroyed the once
sublime road. It was 15 miles of
big truck washboard, not only
uncomfortably bouncy but
pretty dangerous while trying
to navigate a sharp corner
while your head and suspension are trying to rattle themselves
loose of their moorings.
Finally, I got to White Rock. And it started raining again.
So I threw in the towel. I stopped under a gas station awning,
got out my phone and checked out my weather options. The
radar showed a giant red blob moving in, never good news for
enjoyable motorcycling. But where I was standing it was only
spitting, and where I was heading looked clear.
So I mounted up and blazed out of there. I went as
fast as I semi legally could until I got well and truly out of
the mountains and on my way to Pojoaque. The rain
stopped and the sun tried to come out, and the wind
pushing the rain through provided a tremendous
tailwind. Thank goodness for small mercies.
Except for the thickening Father's Day traffic the
C
situation improved around the Santa Fe bypass, and I
H
decided I'd been punished enough and deserved at least a
little bit of an enjoyable ride. So I headed down 14 toward the
backside of the Sandias, where it finally cleared up and got warm.
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