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It’s Winter, It’s Spring, It’s Summer, It’s Winter Again

L

a s t w e e k e n d t h e r e w e r e a b a z i l l i o n b i k e s o u t, e n j o y i n g t h e 6 0 something weather. Last week it was rainy hurricane weather. This week it’s again in the
60’s, heading for the 70’s, before diving back into the 50’s.

It’s spring in New Mexico. It’s a taste of the
sublime warmth to come, when we’ll enjoy
a cool ride in the moutains. To get there,
however, we have to deal with the season-aday weather, the blasting wind, and the bits
of rain. And still maybe some snow.

But it’s nice to have the riding back! I know,
we BMW riders are the hardcore winter bikers
who just pile up the layers and use our feet as
skis to ride all winter long. More hot coffee,
more electric gear, more frostbitten nose tips,
and more stories to lie about around the soon
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to be campfires. Well, I don’t know about you,
but it’s getting more difficult for me to do the
depths of winter riding I used to. I’m not as
resiliant as I used to be. My heart is willing,
but my body has become a big complainer.
So the sun and spring is really welcome in
my riding world, I just wish it would stick. I
plan a ride according to my weather app, but
when the time arrives, it’s winter again. Ech!
David Wilson, editor
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35
Years
of
Sipapu,
Part 2
A Brief History of the Bavarian Mountain Weekend Rally
by RJ Mirabal (with help from John Desko, Gary Oleson, Robert Keen, etc.)
AND THEN THERE’S THE FAMOUS FRIDAY NIGHT CHILE.
According to John, “Since the Sipapu
restaurant was closed on Friday nights and
a lot of riders were expected to arrive Friday
after dark, we didn’t want to send them back
into the night to Taos for dinner, so we came
up with the idea of providing a ‘snack’ to
warm them up and satisfy their hunger.”
It worked and a great rally tradition was
established with outstanding skill by Shelly
and Gary Oleson assisted by any other LOE
BMW riders on Labor Day duty for the big
chile cooking fest. At first only two to four
people cooked the chile, but after a few years
it evolved into one of the great club get-togethers of the year.
Club members pitched in and browned hamburger, peeled and cut potatoes, and chopped
onions to prepare the basic ingredients for the Famous Chile Snack. Gary and Shelly’s math
expertise was put to use as the crew calculated how many giant cans of Ranch Style beans,
potatoes, green chile, etc. it took to put together that just-right-tasting stew. In the end several
gallons of chile were created for the enjoyment of all rally attendees.
However, due to growing concerns about food safety and club liability, we turned over the
famous recipe to the excellent cooks at Sipapu the last several years. It was a success and so a
tradition gets an update. No more freezing buckets of chile in a half dozen members’ freezers and
then trucking them up to Sipapu (something Robert Keen did for a number of years) for thawing
and heating.
For a few years after that, we had “Labor
Day at the Olesons” continue as early t-shirt
and other SWAG sales were available for
members along with preparing registration
packets and, of course, lunch. Now we
combine the last pitch for volunteers and
to sell SWAG at the Club Birthday Party in
August.
The Saturday night dinner has always
been hosted by Sipapu Lodge featuring
New Mexican, American, and German style
cuisines. This year we hope to offer a return
to New Mexico cooking but with a new menu.

Door prizes were presented that first
year after the rally committee did the rather
tough job of soliciting several skeptical
dealers and vendors. Up to the present
time we have had an unprecedented array
of prizes every year awarded to better than
one out of every four to six rally goers!
No official rally T-shirt was offered
the first year, but an enterprising vendor
showed up with his own rally T-shirt
design and did a brisk business. The next
year began a long series of original designs
for the official long and short sleeve rally
shirts. The last several years have seen
the introduction of many innovations
and options. In addition, rally mugs have
been offered and rally caps continue to be
popular.
The first rally pin was a non-dated design
that was supposed to have a bar added
each additional year a rider attended. But
by the second year, annual changes of designs to match the T-shirts began.
And the designs! Even some of the earlier modest designs of our shirts and pins have easily outclassed national and other regional rallies. Much of this is due to striking designs by Dave Wilson
as well as other memorable designs by club members and friends. Some members who couldn’t
attend a rally have bought shirts, caps, mugs, etc. to help support the rally which continues to be
an option today for members to contribute to
a successful rally.
Field events such as poker runs were not
an early Sipapu tradition mainly because no
one was interested in running such events.
However, in recent years, we’ve had some
successful poker runs. This year, we’ll have
pavement and off-road routes.
Other successful features are the tech
sessions and presentations focused on all
things motorcycles and riding. We have
(Continued on page 3)
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THE FUTURE OF THE BAVARIAN
MOUNTAIN WEEKEND RALLY
Another good reason to not miss this year’s
35th BMWR is that we may change the
rally starting in 2020. In the last few years,
a common topic of discussion in Rally
Committee meetings has been “Do we
continue doing the rally the way we always
have?”
It’s becoming harder to get enough volunteers to run the rally in a way that doesn’t overwhelm
those who have worked year after year to make it happen. As a result, you will soon receive a
Rally Survey in your email asking you to respond to a few detailed questions about the rally, what
you can do to insure the success of the rally, and what you would like to see in the future.
The options for the years to come are…
5. The continuation of our traditional
rally with more club members pitching in as
volunteers.
6. A “motel rally” where riders gather
for a day or two at a motel and pay for their
lodging (with a nearby camping option for
some), meals, and space for social events and
possible presentations. No need for several
volunteers except a few members to arrange
the motel, etc. SWAG and door prizes may or
may not be available.
7. Simplifying the rally to a one day and night
gathering of riders at a campground or lodge
ntain Weekend
u
o
M
(attendees pay their own fees) without the door prizes,
n
a
t-shirts, pins, caps, presentations and tech sessions.
ri
This could be staged anywhere, not necessarily at
Sipapu. No registration fees. This would only involve
one or two people to schedule the event.
8. No rally, no gathering.
Personally, I don’t plan to be rally chair the third
year in a row, but I’ll always lend a hand where needed.
But I would like the rally to continue as it has unless
ne
we simply can’t get enough volunteers and it’s no
e
m
longer economically feasible. But it’s not up to me…
t ew M
n
a
L
h
a
c
n
It’s up to you as an active club member. What do
d of En a p u , N
Sip
we do about the rally?

20

featured some of the top practitioners of
mechanics, riding, and activities related
to the riding experience including Paul
and Voni Glaves along with Matthew
Parkhouse.
Many years saw dozens of major and
small vendors but the change in marketing
has meant fewer vendors. In response,
the last two years we have encouraged
participants to bring their own motorelated items to sell, resulting in a very
successful Flea Market.
Some years have brought challenges
with competing rallies in the area; massive
national media coverage of New Mexico
forest fires in the region; high gasoline
prices right at rally time; as well as the
valleys of recession. Through it all, the
rally has been a success whether the
attendance was up or down.
The rally started out small and still
remains relatively small although it
survives as one of the few successful
BMW/Touring rallies in our region and the USA. In the last 20 years several members have
served as rally chairs, among them: Gary Oleson, Mark Smith, Ken Good, Bill Koup, Tim Stone,
Robert Keen, Richard Knowles, Mark Winslow, Gary Cade, and for a number of years, David
Hudson as well as yours truly.
Good times are the rule at Sipapu. On Friday night the Watermelon Mountain Jug Band
(featuring Gary on the wash tub bass) will continue to bring huge smiles, and on Saturday night,
for many years, the Great Blue Whales entertained with great dancing and toe tapping music.
This year, a new local Taos/Sipapu band will
keep Steve Mounce (our longest, most faithful
volunteer) dancing.
This year, we’ll continue our tradition to
give away door prizes, grand prizes, “Not
Your Usual Awards” (our continuing effort to
avoid cliché rally awards started back in the
Bill Koup years), the 50/50 cash drawing,
and the Poker Run prizes as we have done for
many seasons now.
If you’ve never gone to Sipapu or it’s been
a while, you don’t want to miss this year’s

35th. The fun, riding, camaraderie, learning,
eating, kicking tires, and telling lies shouldn’t
be missed.

Bav
a

(Continued from page 2)
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SUNDAY, APRIL 21

SATURDAY, MAY 11

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, APRIL 7

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, APRIL 13

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

SATURDAY, APRIL 20

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, APRIL 21

JEMEZ DIRTBAG LOOP

Jon Helm is the organizer for this ride. Meet at
the Phillips 66 gas station on Hwy 4, 7 miles
north of San Ysidro at 9:45am. The group
will stop for lunch at a convenience store at
the junction of Hwys 126 and 4 where the
selection may be limited. Probably wise to
bring a sack lunch. Should be a great day!
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 3-5

ICE CREAM RIDE

by Sandy Ballard
At the lovely Los Olmos Lodge in Glenwood.
We have reserved the outdoor pavilion at
the Los Olmos for our evening festivities
and Kerry is holding a block of cabins for
our use. Please make your reservations at
www.losolmoslodge.com or 575-539-2224
and be sure to mention that you are with the
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders club.
The ride to Glenwood is outstanding and
there are numerous other great rides in
the area, including the unbeatable Devil’s
Highway in Arizona.
SUNDAY, MAY 5

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
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SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

SATURDAY, MAY 18

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, MAY 19

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 7-9

CLOUDCROFT CAMP & RIDE

by Sandy Ballard
At the Lower Fir Group Campsite located
about a mile from Cloudcroft. At an elevation
of 8700 feet, it should be nice and cool so
come on out and beat the heat in the rest of
New Mexico.
As with all Camp & Rides, this is a self
supported trip which means you need to bring
your own camping gear, cooking equipment,
food and libations. Water and firewood are
available at the site, so don’t worry about that.
The club is picking up the tab for the campsite,
which has a large covered pavilion with
multiple picnic tables and will accommodate
up to 70 people. If you would rather stay in
a motel the Dusty Boots Motel in Cloudcroft
(http://dustybootsmotel.com/) is only about
a mile away and you are welcome to join us at
the campsite for social time.
Cloudcroft is about 200 miles / four
hours from Albuquerque via Claunch and
(Continued on page 5)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
April 2019
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)
Alamogordo. There is paved road all the way
to the campground and even the parking lot
is paved.
There are several excellent rides in the
area and we would imagine that folks will go
and ride some of them on Saturday June 8.
Hope to see you out there!
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20-22

SAN JUAN FALL COLOR RIDE

by SandyBallard
We will be riding to Durango and doing
the Durango – Silverton – Ouray – Telluride –
Dolores – Durango loop during the peak of
the fall colors. The ride up is about 225 miles.
We will ride up to Durango on Friday

afternoon and enjoy some pizza for dinner.
After the ride on Saturday, we will hop on
the Durango trolley to go into town and have
dinner at an as-yet-to-be-identified eatery.
Then we will ride home on Sunday morning.
Make hotel reservations at the Siesta
(durangosiestamotel.com). You should make
your reservations early because they are a
popular motel in a popular town at a popular
time of year. Please let me know if you make
a reservation so that I can notify members
how many folks plan to participate.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

CAMERON PICNIC

by SandyBallard
Don and Mary Lou Cameron have graciously
offered to host a party / cookout at their

home in Deming. The plan is to ride down on
Saturday, party at the Cameron’s Saturday
evening and ride home on Sunday. The
Cameron’s have enough acreage that anyone
who would like to camp in their spacious yard
is welcome to do so. For those who prefer
more luxurious accommodations, there are a
motels nearby where folks can get a room.
Many thanks to Don and Mary Lou for this
very generous offer!
Oh, and by the way, there is a Riding
Challenge Library in Deming that could
be visited very conveniently as part of this
outing…just sayin’. There is also a Ride
Challenge Library in Columbus, just 30 miles
south of Deming. I went to 4th, 5th, and 6th
grade in Columbus!

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2019

TEXAS NATIONAL PICNIC
JACKSONVILLE, TX

Join us at noon at Love’s Lookout Park, located
on the east side of US Hwy 69 approximately
4 miles north Jacksonville, TX. We will fire
up the grills at noon. There are restrooms,
vending machines, covered picnic tables, grills,
plenty of parking, and a great view. Bring your
own food and drink; we will provide charcoal
for the grills. Come join us for lunch and meet
some folks from East Texas!
East Texas BMW Plus Motorcycle Club
Contact: Rich Barnhart
detbmw@gmail.com
(936) 645-4549
April 2019
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THE RIDING CHALLENGE

by Sandy Ballard
With the improved weather of late there has
been some activity on the Riding Challenge
front. Seven Riders have completed 36 RiderRides. Two folks have even made it to the
Woolworth Community Library in fabulous
Jal, NM. James Lightfoot and Jeff Clemens
have both made the arduous journey to
that remote community in the far southeast
corner of our state, a location about as far
from Albuquerque as you can get and still be
in the Land of Enchantment. The rest of us
had better get crackin’ and get down there
before it gets too hot.
At each library, take a photograph of you,
your bike and a library sign. Send your photos
to Sandy Ballard at activities@loebmwr.org
no later than midnight November 3.

BMW MOTORRAD 2018 SALES
FIGURES

Germany is the largest individual market for
BMW Motorrad yet again as the company
defends its position as the most successful
motorcycle manufacturer on the German
market.

RnineT OFFERS 719 OPTIONAL
MILLED PARTS

BMW Motorrad is expanding its customising
range, now also offering the extensive
programme of Option 719 milled parts as
Original BMW Motorrad Accessories. In
addition, customers who already own a
RnineT can now place separate orders for
milled parts.
The highlights of the extensive parts
programme include the Option 719 cylinder
head covers made of anodised aluminium
created from a single forging blank. These
clearly shift the focus onto the boxer engine
itself. The visible milling look and the “Option
719” lettering underscore the machine’s highquality character.
The anodised aluminium belt cover gives
the boxer engine an elegant, purist look from
the front, too. The characteristic visible milled
look, the lasered “Option 719” branding and
the three-dimensionally milled BMW logo
emphasise the exclusive appeal of this item.
Made from a single forging blank, it remains
remarkably light after the elaborate milling

process. The specific shaping
also guarantees optimum
engine cooling.
The product range is
completed with Option 719
anodised adjustable hand
levers, expansion tank covers,
seat brackets, footrest systems
and rear footrests.
At the BMW plant in Berlin, the designation
Option 719 traditionally refers to one-off
fittings and exclusive special requests. The
BMW Motorrad Option 719 Collection is a
homage to this tradition, providing elaborate,
hand-crafted paint finishes, unique design
and highly detailed accessories in boutique
manufacture style on an ex works basis.
The “Classic” version of these products
features a pure aluminium surface. In the
“Club Sport” version, the interplay of black and
gold anodising creates a dark character with
a touch of refinement. The “Storm” version
combines grey tones to create a powerful,
rugged character.

2019 MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR

With victories in the categories “Sports Bikes”,
“Enduro/Supermoto” and “Crossovers” as well
as four second places and two third places,
BMW achieved another impressive result in
Motorrad magazine’s 21st “Motorcycle of the

BMW Motorrad sold more motorcycles
in 2018 than ever before. Up 0.9%. As of
December 2018 a total of 165,566 vehicles
(previous year 164,153 units) were sold. The
most important markets: France (16,615
units), Italy (14,110 units), Spain (11,124 units)
and the UK / IE (9,224 units), as well as the
USA (13,842 units) once again recorded
high-level sales figures. With 23,824 units,
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Year” readers’ vote, in which 222 motorcycle
models lined up and were voted on by 47,407
readers in Germany.
First place in the “Sport” category went
to the S1000RR. In its new 2019 edition it
is now more uncompromising, lighter, faster
due to BMW ShiftCam Technology and more
easily controllable thanks to state-of-the-art
assistance systems.
The S1000XR dominated the “Crossover”
category once again. With its fascinating
blend of sporty riding dynamics, outstanding
sports touring qualities and individual design,
it was once again the most highly ranked
model among readers.
Another class victory was achieved by the
new R1250GS and Adventure in the “Enduro/
Supermoto” category.
The R1250RS and R1250RT just missed
winning their category this year. The R1250RS
finished in second, followed by the R1250RT
in third place.
Another second place was achieved by
the RnineT in the “Modern Classics” category.
Voters were impressed by the incomparable
blend of classic, laid-back design, cuttingedge technology and sporty riding dynamics.
The G310R/GS models made second place
in the “Entry Level” category. In the “Scooter”
category, BMW achieved another second
place with the zero-emission C evolution
maxi scooter. Third place for the C650 Sport/
C650GT rounded off the urban segment.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

RALLY CHAIR / COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
President@LOEBMWR.org

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org

www.loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
Member1@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
Past President@loebmwr.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to Matthew T, Cory
K, Christine K and Bryan D. We look forward to seeing you at
some of our club shindigs, and in some far-off places riding
your motorcycles.

Here’s RJ at the Overland Expo, promoting the LOE BMW R. He
was signing up new members and renewing others. I’d like to
give RJ a “thank you” on behalf of the Club. He’s a member we
can count on to step up and get things done. From Rod Getting

TOUR DE NM

by Keith Ingram
To truly understand my unique riding situation, you must first
return to your high school English class. I’m rather certain
your teacher was like mine, requiring (demanding) we read a
multitude of books, none needing my attention.
Not to say I was the proverbial high school dullard, thinking of
nothing but the school day’s final bell. Nothing could be farther
from the truth. My thoughts were daily awash with visions of
motorcycles, cars and girls, not necessarily in that order.
One book requiring reading was Walter Mitty. Remember
him being tugged to endless shopping trips by his wife and the
ending as he stood against a wall, his vivid imagination placed
him there as he bravely awaited his death by a firing squad?
At this time, look at my photo. This is highway 60 on the
east side of NM. How terrible to be subjected to this endless
boredom of straight line nothingness you may think. You are
so wrong! To ride in Eastern NM, you must allow your inner
Walter Mitty take control. As I leave Ft. Sumner, heading

west, the sweeping highway becomes Turn 2 at Daytona as
I heroically drop down from the high banking to bravely take
the lead on Daytona’s long back straight.
After miles of blazing (non racer cruise control) speed, I
approach a slight bend and slow slightly for the tiny town
of Encino, which now of course is a village on the Isle of
Mann. Spectators cheer as I escape destruction scraping
my shoulders on the ancient stone fencing as I fly through
the small village.
Back to the mind warping straights and joy filled thrills
as I quickly check my mirrors and realize no one is near! I’m
leading the GTL1600 Tour de New Mexico road race!
As I twist my throttle to Patent Pending, I see the deadly
“Kink” approaching on the back straight of Road America.
With Moto GP braking skills, I slow slightly, realizing it’s pit
stop time.
After another record straight line run, I approach the skill
demanding turn 9 at the now departed Riverside Raceway. A
pit stop is demanded by both my body and bike. A stop by
the bushes is possible, except in the Tour de NM, there are
no bushes.
The true stop is in Vaughn NM for gas, potty and non racer
items like a Coke and donuts. Now refreshed, my inner racer
takes over and the endless straights tell of just twenty-five
miles to victory.
Now torpedoes be damned, cruise control locked away and
Bambi look outs functioning, the finish line (I-40) is in sight.
The GTL’s mighty 1600 cc’s are making distance ridicule of all
racers fading from my sight. Lean on the bars low! Twist the
throttle more!
The finish line is here and passed! I’ve won the GTL1600
Tour de NM again!
I ride into the pits, however no one is cheering. No trophy
girls. Reality appears. I just sitting at the Cline’s Corners gas
stop. No victory awards. No speeches. No interest in my
victory.
But wait! Just yards away is I-40. Four lanes of possible
racing bliss all the way to Albuquerque! I boldly snap my
helmet, pull my gloves on tight. I approach the huge amount
of cars, trucks, SUV’s and suddenly I see an opening just
seconds from my front wheel.
The race is on. Riches and fame are awaiting my victory!
April 2019
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