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Mucho Practica

I

f o u n d w h e n i m o u n t e d u p f o r t h e p r o g r e s s i v e b r e a k f a s t t h at i w a s
sorely out of shape. I hadn’t been out on the bike since November (a travesty, I know) and
felt pretty wobbly for the first few miles on the way to the first stop.

Driving around in the giant Cadillac had
dulled my driving senses, insulating me from
my surroundings and giving me a false sense
of security. Getting back on the bike was like
waking up from a long sleep, shaking off the
laziness and becoming alert again.

lifetime of paying close attention while I ride.
It’s pretty clear the low bar driving standard
around here is to not crash – anything short
of that is success. I prefer to hold myself to
a higher standard of practice that starts with
the cars around me and extends to the world
I’m traveling through.
To me that’s a big part of what motorcycling
is all about, and it’s nice to be back.
David Wilson, editor

I firmly believe that riding a motorcycle
sharpens my senses, making me hyper-aware
of my surroundings. It helps me appreciate
the world I’m riding through, my environment,
and I become a more skilled driver. It’s the
sixth sense I have developed through a
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The Progressive Breakfast
The bikes started lining up promptly at 8:30
Arrival time at the Vaughn’s

We started at Johnny and
Janice Vaughn’s house in
the Northeast Heights

Then we moved on to Gary and
Kathy Cade’s house for burritos
and tire kicking

We ended at at Tom and Liza
Volkmann’s (here Tom is with
Sandy and Amy Ballard)

Super-organized burritos at the Cade’s

Over 40 people came to the first stop, surely a
Progressive Breakfast record,
no doubt helped by the beautiful February weather
(which we almost always enjoy at the PB)

No report of a Club event would be complete
without Jon hamming it up. The fact that he’s
doing it with Steve only makes it better. Proof that
you can’t have too much coffee in the morning!

A couple of guys just riding by stopped in to visit

No leftover burritos with this crowd!
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Motorcycling makes for the best of buddies
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The Progressive Breakfast

The Volkmanns
always put on a
gourmet spread
to finish off
the Progressive
Breakfast.
Nobody went
home hungry

It was a time for catching up with all the old
friends you haven’t seen since last year

Food + Coffee + Motorcycling = Happiness

A little bit of riding, a lot of eating!

All the coolest
BMWs came out for
a mid-winter spin
to ring in the new
riding season

John’s new “HP” GS bike
Even the pile
of bikes stuffed
into the corner
at Tom’s house
are amazing!

It was a perfect day for hanging around outside

We held a Club meeting at the end of the ride

Always lots to see at the Volkmann “ museum”
February 2019
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

FEBRUARY
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

SATURDAY, MARCH 2

ADVENTURE TRAVEL SW

Hosted by West38Moto and Sandia BMW
Motorcycles
Catch the #West38Moto crew at the 2019
Adventure Travel Expo – Southwest! We’ll be
there to answer questions about upcoming
guided tours and training opportunities and
talk all things offroad moto!
Hosted by Southwest Automotive
Events and Sandia BMW Motorcycles, the
Adventure Travel Expo – Southwest is back
for its second year in Albuquerque. If you’re
into off road overland adventure travel
this event is for you. Come check out over
30 vendors who specialize in the industry.
Fabricators, custom builders, organizations,
clubs and more from the local area and
around the nation. Automotive, motorcycle,
ATV and UTV segments are all covered at
this annual event.
Entry fees are $5 for all day access to the
vendor area where food, drinks and other
attractions will be available. https://www.
facebook.com/events/2484594594888011/
SATURDAY-THURSDAY, MARCH 2-7

BIG BEND ADVENTURE

by SandyBallard
Join LOE BMW R this Spring on everyone’s
epic bucket list ride through the backcountry
of Big Bend National Park in Texas.
We will base ourselves out of the Terlingua
Ranch Lodge (http://www.terlinguaranch.
com). Call them up at 432-371-3146 to reserve
your spot and be sure to mention you are

with the LOE BMW R. Double rooms will cost
$84/night including tax, a 25% discount off
the regular price. They also have RV and tent
camping if you prefer those accommodations.
It’s located not far from Big Bend National
Park and is also close to Big Bend Ranch State
Park. There is great riding in the area, both for
road warriors and dirt baggers. Note that the
last three miles of the road to the Lodge is well
maintained, graded gravel. The management
asked me to say that the Ranch is located in
a residential area and asked that we not ride
around off the main road.
Additional information about travel to TX
and about the various road and dirt rides
in the area will be forthcoming as the date
approaches.
Many thanks to Frank Pierce (fcpierce@
comcast.net) for motivating this event and
doing a bunch of work to make it happen!
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Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
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They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
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TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

31

SUNDAY, MARCH 17

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where.
SATURDAY, MARCH 23

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
(Continued on page 5)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
February 2019
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 3-5

between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

by Sandy Ballard
At the lovely Los Olmos Lodge in Glenwood.
We have reserved the outdoor pavilion at
the Los Olmos for our evening festivities
and Kerry is holding a block of cabins for
our use. Please make your reservations at
www.losolmoslodge.com or 575-539-2224
and be sure to mention that you are with the
Land of Enchantment BMW Riders club.
The ride to Glenwood is outstanding and
there are numerous other great rides in
the area, including the unbeatable Devil’s
Highway in Arizona.

SUNDAY, APRIL 21

JEMEZ DIRTBAG LOOP

Jon Helm is the organizer for this ride. Meet at
the Phillips 66 gas station on Hwy 4, 7 miles
north of San Ysidro at 9:45am. The group
will stop for lunch at a convenience store at
the junction of Hwys 126 and 4 where the
selection may be limited. Probably wise to
bring a sack lunch. Should be a great day!

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 7-9

ICE CREAM RIDE

CLOUDCROFT CAMP & RIDE

by Sandy Ballard
At the Lower Fir Group Campsite located
about a mile from Cloudcroft. At an elevation
of 8700 feet, it should be nice and cool so
come on out and beat the heat in the rest of
New Mexico.
As with all Camp & Rides, this is a self
supported trip which means you need to bring
your own camping gear, cooking equipment,
food and libations. Water and firewood are
available at the site, so don’t worry about that.
The club is picking up the tab for the campsite,
which has a large covered pavilion with
multiple picnic tables and will accommodate
up to 70 people. If you would rather stay in
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a motel the Dusty Boots Motel in Cloudcroft
(http://dustybootsmotel.com/) is only about
a mile away and you are welcome to join us at
the campsite for social time.
Cloudcroft is about 200 miles / four
hours from Albuquerque via Claunch and
Alamogordo. There is paved road all the way
to the campground and even the parking lot
is paved.
There are several excellent rides in the
area and we would imagine that folks will go
and ride some of them on Saturday June 8.
Hope to see you out there!
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THE RIDING CHALLENGE

by Sandy Ballard
The 2019 Riding Challenge – Libraries of
New Mexico is off to a…well…a start. Four
Challenge Riders have made a total of 7
rider-visits mostly to libraries close to home
(Tijeras, Estancia, Placitas and Zuni Pueblo).
The slow start is likely due to generally poor
riding weather lately, but heck we need the
moisture. But no worries: you have until
November 3 to complete the rides; plenty of
time.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON NOW
TAKING ORDERS FOR ITS FIRST
ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE

Rick Barrett, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
https://www.postcrescent.
com/story/money/2019/01/07/
ces-harley-davidson-taking-orders-electricmotorcycle/2505330002/
Harley-Davidson says its first electric
motorcycle in the company’s 116-year history
is now available for preorder. Harley made the
announcement at CES,
a consumer electronics
show in Las Vegas, where
it also displayed two
prototype electric bikes.
“We’re at a historic
juncture in the evolution
of mobility, and HarleyDavidson is at the
forefront,” CEO Matt
Levatich said in a
statement.
The
bike,
called
LiveWire, will be at Harley
dealerships this fall with
a suggested retail price

of $29,799. It can be charged from a standard
household electric outlet with a power cord
that stores below the seat.
Riders will be able to locate charger
stations through an app, and dealerships that
sell the electric bikes will have stations. The
bike will be able to travel about 110 miles on
urban roads on a single battery charge, the
company says.
LiveWire is quick, with acceleration from
zero to 60 mph in 3.5 seconds, according to
Harley. The electric motor requires no clutch
or gear shifting, simplifying operation for
new riders. And the bike can capture energy
from braking and add a charge to the battery,
useful while riding in stop-and-go traffic.
Through a new system called H-D Connect,
riders will be able to check the battery’s charge
status and available range from any location
where there’s a sufficient cellphone signal.
H-D Connect also indicates the location of
a parked bike, and alerts can be sent to the
rider’s smartphone if the bike is tampered
with or moved. GPS-enabled stolen-vehicle
tracking is also available.
A color touch screen above the handlebar
is tilt-adjustable for the best viewing angle.
The instrument screen also allows access
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to a navigation system, music and more. A
small, 12-volt lithium-ion battery powers the
controls, instrument display, lights and horn.
The bike’s suspension has seven riding
modes to choose from, four set as standard at
the factory and three that can be customized
by the rider. The electric motor is positioned
low in the frame to lower the bike’s center of
gravity and help with handling.
Harley logged thousands of public test
rides on LiveWire prototypes. Social media
has been a big part of the company’s plan
to introduce an electric motorcycle. Early
in the campaign, a LiveWire prototype
garnered hundreds of millions of social media
impressions.
LiveWire comes as Harley-Davidson
has said it’s spending hundreds of millions
of dollars to stimulate growth through
new motorcycles, including smaller bikes
built through an alliance with an Asian
manufacturer.
In addition, the company is introducing
new midsize bikes, including the company’s
first adventure touring model capable of offhighway use.
Through a plan called More Roads to
Harley-Davidson, the company has said
it expects to spend between $675 million
and $825 million as it looks to generate more
than $1 billion in additional annual revenue in
2022.
Harley says it will fund its plans, expected
to benefit the company for years, by cutting
costs and reallocating previously planned
investments. Some of the cost savings will
come from the closing of the company’s
manufacturing plant in Kansas City, Missouri,
in mid-2019 and moving the work to the
company’s plant in York, Pennsylvania. Also,
the company has opened an assembly plant
in Thailand.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or
to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

RALLY CHAIR / COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org

PRESIDENT
Tom Volkmann
President@LOEBMWR.org

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@loebmwr.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org

www.loebmwr.org

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
Member1@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
Past President@loebmwr.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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LOE B MW R N E WS
RANGE CAFE TRAVELING
BREAKFAST

approximately two hundred feet sloping
sides to the top. Flat trackers are a unique
group, eaisly accepting a riding challenge.
As we looked at the verticle wall, a jumping
challenge was offered and accepted. The
photo is me, being launched into a 198 ft. jump
up the gravel pit’s wall. We jumped several
times that day, with each try being successful.
Just a little FYI from many years past.

by Jan Sands
Twenty people show on Sunday, January 6.
Steve Hedberg and Tom Chavez braved the
cold and rode!

BACK IN THE
JURASSIC ERA

by Keith Ingram
I financed my college degrees
by racing the brakeless short
track flat track motorcycles.
We also had trail bikes, and
like our race bikes we built
them too. Our dirt bikes were
light, agile and tough. We were
playing in an old abandoned
gravel pit, with almost
verticle three story sides with

TRAVELS

by Robin Willhoite
The 1992 R100GS
is pictured on the
Talimena Scenic
Drive in Arkansas/
Oklahoma, (where
I proposed to my
wife), and of course
the 2004 R1150RT
is pictured at the
scenic
overlook
between Sipapu
and Taos. We have
attended several
LOE BMW R
Bavarian Weekend
Rallies.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to
Thomas A. We look forward to seeing you at
some of our club shindigs, and in some far-off
places riding your motorcycles.

by Sandy Ballard
We had a great time at the
Lunch Rendezvous at the
Greenside Cafe in Cedar
Crest. Nineteen members
showed up and enjoyed the
excellent food and service. It
being a beautiful day, most
folks rode their bikes and
enjoyed taking the scenic
route home. Cheers!
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THE LUNCH
RENDEZVOUS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7 8

