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The Most Enchanted Rally
M a g i c  o n c e  a g a i n  g r a c e d  t h e  b e s t  l i t t l e  r a l ly  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t 

as perfect weather mixed with perfect roads and perfect(ly friendly) people for this 
year’s 35th anniversary of the LOE BMW R’s annual rally. 

A little over 200 people from all over the 
country made the scenic trip to one of the 
most beautiful jumping off points in the 
Southwest and landed in Sipapu. There’s 
always some rain, this year it was just a bit 
and during the night.

There’s always some food, and dinners at 
the Lodge and victuals at the club cabin made 
sure nobody was ever hungry all weekend. 
The roads were dry, clear and surprisingly 
empty of traffic. It was a magical weekend 
of motorcycling nirvana. Just what we’ve 

come to expect from our Bavarian Mountain 
Weekend, only a little more so.

Our intrepid crew of volunteers once again 
made the machinery of running the rally 
invisible and seamless. You would think it ran 
itself, but behind the scenes were dedicated 
people determined that everybody had a 
good time.

And they certainly did! Check it out:
David Wilson, editor 
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(Continued on page 3)

RJ’S RALLY REPORT
by RJ Mirabal
Our 35th Bavarian Mountain Weekend Rally was a grand time had by all. Over 230 people 
not only enjoyed pleasant weather, great rides, and comfortable camping or cabin 
life, but we featured our most extensive catalog of tech sessions and presentations. 
In addition to favorites such as Voni and Paul Glaves, Matthew Parkhouse, and 
Bill Ancker’s yoga sessions, we had a special featured speaker, Abhi Eswarappa 
discussing his experiences as a moto-journalist and enthusiast. All our sessions 
drew audiences ranging from 15 to 50 people from morning to night. 

Of course, there was no shortage of kicking lies and telling tires! Unique 
motorcycles and a hand-built four-wheeler made the parking lot grazing interesting. 
Night-time music was at its finest with our friends the Watermelon Mountain Jug Band 
and a new group from Taos: Andrews, Morel & Berry. Of course, the Friday Night Green 

Chile Stew was awesome, and the Saturday dinner…well, it needs 
a little work for next year (hey, no experience is perfect!). Amy the 

Door Prize Queen handed out cool prizes and we had some very 
nice grand prizes and the 50/50 giveaway Saturday night.

The people are always the greatest. Our rally committee 
and on-site volunteers – managed by Jan and Kitty (mostly 
members and some helpful rally participants) – made it all 
happen smoothly and efficiently. Now to chart the next 35 
years of rallies! We may have a new rally chair next year, more 

about that later, but as for me, I am very pleased with how it all 
came together to be another memorable rally in our club’s history.

FE ATU RE STORY
THE BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN WEEKEND

The 35th anniversary 2019 Bavarian Mountain Weekend Pictures by Jan Sands, David Wilson, and especially Berthold Klas, whose 
professional photography lifts this Rally issue to new newsletter heights
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THE BEST LITTLE RALLY IN THE COUNTRY
by Marina Ackerson
Leaving a few days early from Albuquerque, Taos beckoned. Stayed right on the square to be in 
walking distance of the wonderful shops, restaurants, and events. The “Barn Dance” is held at 
Kit Carson Park the weekend after Labor Day every year just like the LOE BMW R rally and the 3 
day event brings folks from everywhere to listen to music nonstop for days. Tickets were all sold 
out so we opted to listen to the music from the Kit Carson cemetery right next door, and the price 
was right.  Kit Carson is actually buried there along with his family. We bought an Indian blanket 
and sandwiches and sat under a big shade tree and enjoyed lunch while listening to some good 
bands. No one in the cemetery seemed to mind. The music was great. That night at the Taos Inn, 
one of the bands, also playing at the Barn Dance, the Beat Root Revival, rocked the house to a 
standing room only crowd.

Friday morning, weather was perfect for a mesmerizing ride down the 518, through the 
beautiful Sangre de Cristo mountains to the annual gathering of the clan.  It’s hard to keep your 
eyes on the road and not on the picturesque tall cliffs.

I set up the tent on the creek and worked registration Friday afternoon greeting riders from all 
the surrounding states, California, and parts unknown. Ready to reacquaint with old friends, eat, 
kick tires, and listen to the music of the local Watermelon Mountain Jug Band on Friday night. 
On Saturday night Andrews, Morel, and Berry had the crowd dancing. Everyone seemed to be in 
a good mood. The cold frosty nights and mornings of past years stayed away and the moon was 
bright and awesome. 

Seminars included a fly fishing talk right on the creek. Fish seemed to be plentiful, as the 
local fishermen had trout in their baskets. Other seminars were given by BMW legends and high 
mileage riders: Matt and Suzanna Parkhouse about their trip to Europe on their old airheads, and 
Paul and Voni Glaves on motorcycle maintenance, and Abhi Eswarappa, moto-blogger, held our 
interest!!

The parking lot cleared out Saturday, with people taking off for day rides around the Enchanted 
Circle or towards Mora and circling around and back on the curvy two lane back roads.

If you don’t have fun at Sipapu, it’s your own damn fault!
Many thanks to the club for organizing and carrying out a great weekend event!

(Continued on page 4)

Unique motorcycles and a 
hand-built four-wheeler made the 

parking lot grazing interesting.
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A SHORT TAKE ON THE RALLY
by Jan Sands 
I rode to Yellowstone and the Beartooth Pass – catching 
up on email. Abhi’s website seems to be an auction site 
for bikes and a blog. He spoke about how he used social 
media to gain followers and then he had cred to get 
invited to manufacturer’s bike launches. He talked about 
the fast pace of writing reviews before other journalists. 
He was an excellent speaker.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

(Continued from page 4)

If you don’t 
have fun at Sipapu, 

it’s your own 
damn fault!
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
CAMERON PICNIC
by SandyBallard
Don and Mary Lou Cameron have graciously 
offered to host a party / cookout at their 
home in Deming. The plan is to ride down on 
Saturday, party at the Cameron’s Saturday 
evening and ride home on Sunday. The 
Cameron’s have enough acreage that anyone 
who would like to camp in their spacious yard 
is welcome to do so. For those who prefer 
more luxurious accommodations, there are a 
motels nearby where folks can get a room.

Many thanks to Don and Mary Lou for this 
very generous offer!

Oh, and by the way, there is a Riding 
Challenge Library in Deming that could 
be visited very conveniently as part of this 
outing…just sayin’. There is also a Ride 
Challenge Library in Columbus, just 30 miles 
south of Deming. I went to 4th, 5th, and 6th 
grade in Columbus!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Check the Message Board for the latest on 
the when and where. 
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SMRI (ALBUQUERQUE) AND 
ASMA (DEMING) 
RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE
SMRI and Law Tigers are proud 
to announce the schedule for our 
2019 track days and the Law Tigers’ 
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing 
Championships. Events will be held the 
third weekend of every month from 
May through October with a total of 
six track days and six race days.

Contact 
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028, 
or http://www.smri-racing.org

TRACK DAYS 
October 19

LAW TIGERS’ SANDIA 
MOTORCYCLE ROADRACING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
October 20

http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/EventCalendar.aspx
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://loebmwr.org/forum/
mailto:smri@smri-racing.org
http://www.smri-racing.org
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

PRESIDENT 
Tom Volkmann
President@LOEBMWR.org 

VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org

ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org

RALLY CHAIR / COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org

SECRETARY 
Amy Ballard 
Secretary@loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Gary Cade
Member1@loebmwr.org

PAST PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
PastPresident@loebmwr.org

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. For more information or 
to pay:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095

www.loebmwr.org

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to:

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures.

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

10% off BMW parts and labor! 
Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service. 

Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles, 
Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert. 

505-428-0646 www.ocdcustomcycles.com 

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
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NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to our new club members! Say hi 
to Jeff B, Roberta O, Ray P, Albert C, Jake & 
Susan G, Hal K, Jodi S, Gerald B, Jeffrey R 
and Rich L. We look forward to seeing you at 
some of our club shindigs, and in some far-off 
places riding your motorcycles.

SAN JUAN FALL COLOR RIDE
by SandyBallard
We had a great time on the San Juan Fall 
Color Ride to Durango! Twenty four club 
members rode up to Durango on Friday 
afternoon and enjoyed delicious pizza at the 
Siesta Motel Friday evening. On Saturday, 
we rode the loop from Durango-Silverton-
Ouray-Dolores-Durango and enjoyed perfect 
fall weather. We rode the Durango Trolley 
into town for dinner at the Carver Brewery 
Saturday night and then rode home Sunday 
morning. Thanks to everyone for coming out 
and making this trip a great time!

RIDE AND TALK –  
THE BMW MOTORRAD 
PODCAST
Produced for BMW Motorrad fans 
worldwide, this podcast series takes 
listeners right to the heart of the brand, 
journeying behind the scenes and closer 
to the inside stories than ever before. 
This podcast series allows listeners to 
go much deeper into the world of BMW 
Motorrad than it is possible with any other 
information channel.

Topics featured in the opening episode:
The BMW Motorrad International GS 

Trophy, where we’ll be looking at the history of this unique event 
and ahead to New Zealand – an adventure rider’s paradise and 
the ultimate destination for the 2020 edition.

Big Boxer: Thanks to the recent unveiling of the Concept R 18 
we now know there’s new cruiser on its way – 1800ccs of pure 
emotion. Insiders speak about the super-exciting new model 
series heading our way.

BMW R nineT/5: Way before the official launch of the BMW 
R nineT /5 the special model took part in the Malle Rallye. Over 
2000 kilometers from the depths of Cornwall to the northern 
tip of Scotland – an experience report.

The BMW Motorrad Podcast is available at Spotify, Deezer, 
Sound Cloud, Apple Podcast and Android Podcast.
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