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It’s Rally Time!

Y

es, we’re all getting older. the club, however, is just hitting middle age.
I would guess there are a few members who have a closet full of over 30 t-shirts from all
the rallies we’ve hosted so far. I know I barely have room for them all.

The Bavarian Mountain Weekend is the event
of the year for the club, a time for us all to
come together for a weekend of eating (what
else?), riding the best roads in the Southwest,
and hanging out with all our best friends who
share this great sport of motorcycling.

Some of the best friends I’ve ever had are in
this club, and I look forward all year to seeing
them all together in one beautiful place.
Sipapu is one of the best camping spots
I’ve ever been, in one of the best takeoff point
for the best riding in New Mexico. With all
those “bests” how could you miss?
Here’s hoping this month’s event is the
best ever. All the best people will be there!
David Wilson, editor

Myself, I have fulfilled my dream of going
to the rally over thirty times. I used to read
about it in the MOA magazine when I lived on
the east coast and it moved to the top of my
bucket list long before I should ever have been
compiling one. And it has never disappointed.
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The Birthday

related vicariously by Sandy Ballard, photos by Jan Sands and David Wilson
About 50 people showed up for the Birthday Party / Picnic at the Oak Flats Group Picnic area on
Saturday. I am told there was plenty of food and everyone had a good time. Thanks to Jon H. for
organizing all the food and Rod G. and Tom C. for cooking it all. Next year, the picnic will return to
the Yucca Flats Group Picnic area, which is where it has been the past many years.
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After hunting around a little
to find where the location had
been moved (the organizers
were given the wrong gate keys)
intrepid and hungry bikers were
rewarded with tables packed
with food and a grill packed
with perfectly prepared meat.
There was even an entire table
of desserts!
The crowd spread out to
find bits of shade, as this space
wasn’t as woodsy as we are
used to. But the vittles and
the company made up for any
inconvenience and everybody
stayed until everything was
packed up and ready to go.
The obligatory meeting
was met with enthusiasm (or
maybe that was anticipation of
the cake), and we volunteered
a bunch of people who weren’t
there to work at the rally. (Only
kidding.) The whole thing was
quite the picnic blast!
September 2018
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

SEPTEMBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7-9

THE BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND, SIPAPU

This is our very own rally in beautiful Northern
New Mexico with some of the best roads in
the state all within a short ride. Besides all
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LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

by Sandy Ballard
We will meet for lunch at Rancho de
Chimayo at 11:30. The restaurant is at
300 Juan Medina Rd., Chimayo, New
Mexico 87522. The gps coordinates
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SMRI (ALBUQUERQUE) AND
ASMA (DEMING)
RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

SMRI and Law Tigers are proud
to announce the schedule for our
2018 track days and the Law Tigers’
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Championships. Events will be held the
third weekend of every month from
May through October with a total of
five track days and seven race days.
SMRI TRACK DAYS
September 15
October 20
SMRI RACE DAYS
September 16
October 21
Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org
ASMA TRACK DAYS
Sept 1, 8
Nov 3, 10
Oct 6, 14
ASMA RACE DAYS
Sept 1-2
Nov 10-11
Oct 6-7
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
September 2018
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the usual cool things about our rally, we have
some new features this year:
• New concept rally t-shirts! Our new shirts
are made from a tri-blend material that is light,
soft, warm when it’s cold and cool when it’s
hot. We’ve designed a simpler, tasteful rally
logo and…all at no extra cost to you ($20 for
short sleeves in Royal Frost and $25 for long
in Gray Frost.
• New tech/presentation sessions such
as “Rule of 5” essential survival skills if you
are stranded; “Fly Fishing for Riders”; “How
we fell for the G310 GS’s” by Paul and Voni
Glaves; etc See Agenda for all the details
(subject to change) at https://loebmwr.org/
TheRally/RallyAgenda.aspx
• The return of the Poker Run!
• Maybe your last chance to get a quality
new, previously unsold Roadgear item! A
good friend of Mansoor will have many
items that weren’t sold when he retired from
the retail business. So…for one more time,
Roadgear will be at the rally (but sadly not
Mansoor – he’s busy enjoying retirement!).
• Many vendors including some new ones.
Sandia/Santa Fe BMW will be bringing 2-3
pre-owned bikes that’ll be for sale.
• Last year’s Flea Market will be back,
bigger and better than ever. Bring money!
See you at Sipapu!.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)
are 35.99442, -105.93077. If you would like
to ride up with a group, meet at the Smith’s
parking lot at the SE corner of Tramway and
Central (200 Tramway Blvd SE, Albuquerque,
NM 87123) at 9am for a prompt 9:15 departure.
If you plan to come, please let me know before
the ride so I can let the restaurant know how
many of us to expect. Hope you can join us!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22-23

CAMP & RIDE TO RIO GRANDE
DEL NORTE NEAR QUESTA

We have reserved the group campsite at
La Junta Campground which is right out on
the point overlooking the junction of the Rio
Grande and Red Rivers (the view is stunning!).
To find the campground, go north a couple of
miles from the town of Questa, NM and turn
left toward the Monument when you see the
sign. Once in the park, keep going south until
you can go south no more and then you will
be at the campground. If you would like to
ride up with a group, meet at the Phillips 66
Gas Station at 1660 Roy Avenue, just west of
Tramway and I-25. Meet Saturday morning at
8:45 for a prompt 9 am departure.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where. See you there!

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where. See you there!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13

NATIONAL EVENTS

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15-16

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

NATE KERN’S DOUBLERFEST,
VIRGINIA INT’L RACEWAY

Ride and learn from road race champion and
BMW test rider, Nate Kern. Two days of track
riding in three skill level groups. Attendance
limited to 60 riders. Lunch and Saturday
dinner included. Rooms available at the track.
Call 434-822-7700 x101 and ask for rooms
booked under Nate Kern’s DoubleRFest.
(Continued on page 6)
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

DATIL WELL CAMP & RIDE

(Continued from page 5)

MOTORADO CLASSIC
MOTORCYCLE SHOW, SANTA FE

by Marc Beyer, OCD Custom Cycles
At the same location as last year, La Tienda
in Eldorado at Santa Fe. The preparation
work has started! Check motorado.org for up
coming news and announcements. This year’s
theme, the Motorcycles of Italy!
FRIDAY-SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7-15

MOTORCYCLE IN SE ASIA

by John Vashon
This Ho Chi Minh Trail tour will be an adventure!
Ethnic Tarig and Katu villages, river crossings,
spectacular waterfalls, the ancient Khmer
Temple of Wat Phou, karst caves, crossing the
longest bamboo bridge in Lao and of course,
all the history of the Ho Chi Minh Trail! This is
an 8 day tour starting in Vientiane, Lao. We’ll
ride Honda CRF 250s on a mix of sealed and
graded roads about 150 KM a day. We’ll pass
through several karst valleys, Nakai Plateau,
Champasak and the Bolevens Plateau. Total
cost including motorcycle, guide, support
vehicle, all meals, accommodations and fuel,
$1,700 per person. If you questions please
reply to me at jevashon@gmail.com or call
925-698-6360.
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13-16

words by Sandy Ballard, pictures by Larry
Mounger and Jan Sands
I had a great time at the Camp & Ride at Datil
Well! 15 members showed up for the event
and I think everyone enjoyed themselves.
Seven of us met at the Smith’s parking
lot Saturday morning and rode the scenic
route through Mountainair to Soccorro, then
Magdalena, Datil and Pie Town (they make
really, really good pie at the Pioneer in Pie
Town). After pie, we backtracked 20 miles
to the campground and set up camp. Our
numbers swelled by more than a factor of
two after we got there. A bunch of us took a
short hike to a lovely overlook where you can
check out the plains of San Augustin and the
Very Large Array. The area around Datil has
been getting some pretty good rains lately so
everything was super green.
Upon our return to camp we proceeded to
celebrate happy hour in good style, followed
by dinner and s’mores around the campfire.
The weather was great, just a few sprinkles,
and there were no bugs other than some
ants who were easily dissuaded from being
too much of a problem. After a lovely night
sleeping under the stars we all cooked our
various flavors of breakfast and then returned
to Albuquerque by various routes.

If this sort of thing looks like the sort of thing
you would like to participate in, you have one
more chance this year. The club has reserved
the La Junta group campsite at the Wild
and Scenic River near Questa for Saturday,
September 22nd. Hope to see you there!

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY,
MAGGIE VALLEY, NC

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
At the Creekside Lodge. Reservations 800621-1260. Maggie Valley Creekside Lodge
2716 Soco Road Maggie Valley, NC 28751. We
have blocked 16 rooms so call and make your
reservations! Discount reservations are good
until August 13th. There are a few secluded
areas to smoke, if you know what I mean.
September 2018
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@loebmwr.org
ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org

RALLY CHAIR
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org
TREASURER
Jan S.
Treasurer@loebmwr.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@loebmwr.org
NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org

www.loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org
PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@loebmwr.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say
hi to Steve K, Mark D. and Jon B. We look
forward to seeing you at some of our club
shindigs, and in some far-off places riding
your motorcycles.

GREETINGS CHALLENGE RIDERS!

by Sandy Ballard, full info at http://loebmwr.
org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=5032
There has been a spate of Riding Challenge
activity lately. 21 Riders have completed 314
rides. 13 Riders have completed more than 10
of the 36 rides, 7 have completed more than
20 and 2 more than 30.
Amy and I just rode a three-day, 900 mile
tour of northern New Mexico during which
we rode five of the Riding Challenge Rides.
On the tour, we rode Highway 64 all the way
from Capulin Volcano in the east to Navajo
Dam in the west, a total distance of some 300
miles. It is a wonderful road with lots of great
twisties, beautiful scenery and four Gold Road
segments. How the 50 mile stretch from Tres
Piedras to Tierra Amarilla
could fail to be included in
the list of Gold Roads is a
mystery to me. A highlight
of our trip was Highway 72
from Sugarite Canyon State
Park to the town of Folsom.
Awesome road!
We camped at Sugarite
and Navajo Dam State Parks
and enjoyed them very
much. We only have 4 Gold
Roads to go! Then what are
we going to do? Is there life
after a Riding Challenge? I
guess we’ll find out. I know!
We can start planning next
year’s Riding Challenge!

We have our first Riding Challenge winner!
Jack Dannenberg completed the Canadian
Escarpment Ride, his 36th and final ride of
this year’s Riding Challenge! Way to go Jack!
There are another half a dozen riders
nippin’ at his heels, however. The rest of us
had better get crackin’ since it all needs to
be done by Sunday, November 4.

as Bluetooth or heads up display), are some
of the hottest segments in our industry? Also
love of tech is one of the main reasons for
younger generations’ lack of interest in bikes.
And they put the silliest non-helmet on the
guy that is riding the most iconic BMW bike
of all time, the 12GS. I can go on, but the poor
video stats speak for themselves.

BMW’S NOT SO WOES, PART 4:
HOW TO WIN AGAIN

ONLY ICON + ICON = ICON
BMW is iconic as a whole and also separately
by various model ranges: R1200GS & Adv,
Touring, RR and Urban. The ad agencies
should feel free to trivialize the Urban range
all they want, that’s the strength of that model
range – also the smaller GSes. And yes we
know, many riders of the 12GS never leave
pavement and ride their bikes just to get a
smoothie (so do Range Rover drivers). We get
that, but your ads or promos shouldn’t portray
the big GS as anything but monumental. Same
as the RR or the big touring bikes. BMW AG
already has the model range branding down
pretty solid; don’t mess with it.

Read the whole (very long and detailed) story at
http://moto-emag.com/bmw.htm
OOPS
The only marketing I’ve seen from BMW
moto US in a few years is a video released
months ago, which didn’t become popular. It
has received only 19K views on YT yet it’s an
official video by a major brand. It’s certainly a
dismal engagement rate. Don’t mean to pick
on one video but there isn’t anything else
to comment on. Due to low interest factor
many moto news sources didn’t even bother
picking it up.
The video looks to have
been made by non-riders,
shameful coming from BMW.
Furthermore, it has a core
message that “technology is
bad and is ruining your lives,
and the remedy is riding
BMW bikes”? Huh? The most
technologically
advanced
moto brand in the world
says tech is bad, yet ride
our super-high-tech, stateof-the-art premium bikes?
Do I even need to explain
that tech is a big aspect of
our daily lives and merging
of tech and bikes, especially
motorcycle accessories (such

HOW TO WIN THE US MARKET AGAIN –
ON A BUDGET
Simple! I only have 3 points to make:
1. Frankly if BMW US only does about 30% of
the activities from Part 2, they’ll be golden. Most
of the great ideas to reignite the brand are
already listed there. The key is creating rider
engagement, pride of ownership and the desire
to join the cult. However, you can’t fake BMW
mania or use generic marketing 101 tactics for
this brand. Be authentic and only utilize talents
that get this brand inside and out.
2. Drop Motorrad and go back to
“Motorcycles.” Why would a US household
brand intentionally antagonize the riding
public? This is one of the biggest mysteries
of branding I’ve seen. Although US market is

The Legendary Shaft
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extremely important to BMW, they’ve chosen
to distant themselves and create a language
and cultural barrier to growth. By refusing
to call themselves “motorcycles” (like every
single other brand), and insist on using the
German term, they are losing major growth
opportunities in the US.
Their car division would never allow such
insensitive move for the US market, so why
is it happening with their bikes? This is a big
branding blunder and is not befitting BMW.
3. Complementary Routine Maintenance for
Life of Warranty. BMW should borrow a page
from their highly popular US car division.
BMW cars managed to unseat Lexus as the
top luxury brand in the US several years ago
by eliminating the worry of premium car
ownership maintenance costs from the minds
of buyers. Many car brands now offer some
type of complimentary maintenance under
warranty. However, no motorcycle brand
has yet to take advantage of this brilliant and
crowd-pleasing sales/marketing scheme.
If BMW motorcycles US offers complimentary maintenance for life of warranty,
this will be a gamechanger and a first for
any motorcycle brand. It will not only create
a positive vibe for BMW but also take away
inhibitions about purchase due to service
costs. BMW already knows how to make
this work in the US. Complimentary routine
service is basically handled via new vehicle
warranty system that is already in place with
all new vehicles anyway. Meaning the same
way that a new bike gets serviced at a dealer
for bad transmission under warranty, that
warranty system is extended to include oil
changes and so on. It’s not complicated and
it will pay for itself with increased sales. Also
complimentary maintenance during warranty
brings new customers back to dealerships
which is what every dealer wants.
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