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What’s the News?

A

s the riding season kicks into high gear it’s time to
catch up on what’s going on motorcycle-wise. Well, we’ve got your back with the coolest
news from the club and from our favorite marque.

If you’re stuck with no idea of where to ride
check out our expanded Riding Calendar
starting on page 4. You could almost wear
your bike out going to all the places listed
(well, not really – it’s a BMW after all). We’ve
got club rides, national rides, road racing and

you’ll probably need some new gear to make
a splash at the coffee shop or with your buds
on that faraway dirt road. Check out BMW’s
new offerings on page 3.
If you’re longing for the cutting edge, BMW
has you covered as well. The News page fills
you in on some eye popping new technology.
And our monthly Riding Challenge update as
well. So why aren’t you out riding yet?
David Wilson, editor

track days – get out there and exercise your
riding muscles!
If your bike is looking a little long in the
tooth, or even last year’s model, there are
some brand new models to check out. And if
you spring for a new bike, or even if you don’t,
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This is the look I got
when I suggested we put
Gandalf on the logo riding
the BMW R nine T...
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THE MARCH RALLY MEETING

three nano seconds before the turn is actually seen.
Once we quickly enter and exit Grady, the road improves, so we improvise our early warning
Bambi detector by riding four bikes side by side, with all headlights switched to moon lander
bright. We ride the final thirty miles in this manner until a rare opposite direction traveling vehicle
intrupts our USAF Thunderbirds like precision riding. Our pace doing this? About 50 mph…and
then we shift to 2nd gear, and invite warp speed to quickly focus our concentration on the rapidly
approaching darkness enhanced autos.
We have thought of simply moving to the outside of both lanes, allowing approaching traffic to
pass dead center, however the dead part seems to always enter the travel spectrum and minimal
wisdom prevailes as we politely return to the proper roadside, allowing absolute no thrill passing.
I could name the participants in this 2018 motorcycle version of the Midnight Ride of Paul
Revere, however why disclose the willing party? I will leave the naysayers to cuss and discuss
our night time challenge from the safety (dullness) of their recliners, while Barry, Kelly, Phil, Mike
and the author quietly smile knowing we’ll never be sitting in “The Home” saying “we could have”
thoughts.
For facts…alcohol is never involved, for why dull the challenge with a liquid disclamer?
PS. sorry for the cloudy pic, but my cell/camera is also carried on my mountain bicycle rides,
with a get off or three squished the lens (provides excellent CIA type obscure photos of all
involved).

by Jon Helm
The March Rally Committee Meeting was at Jon’s House and we had 16 attendees. We had great
snacks, and finalized several of the rally details.
The most conversation was on the shirt and hat colors. We settled on a blue short sleeve, a
gray long sleeve and gray hat. JR is upgrading the shirts to a blend fabric, and they look great.
The new rally logo looks great thanks to David W. It will be placed on the left side over the heart.

FUN LITTLE EVENING RIDE TODAY

by Keith Ingram
We had a fun little melting the tarmac ride today. The assembled were all atop BMW bikes and
one Triumph Trophy…all easily capable of 135+ mph speeds. We rode to the tiny village of San
Jon, about 60 miles from Clovis NM. North of Grady are four 90 degree turns with the NM Safety
Nazis indicating a speed of 35 mph max. I’m rather certain all five of us entered the little traveled
turns around 80 mph, easily exiting at 90+. We stopped at San Jon’s small gas and C-store for
a Coke and snack and then hopped on our bikes for an even faster night ride home. The ride up
the pitch dark caprock highway always challenges your eyesight for thoughts of force fed rare
venison at triple digit speeds brings new thoughts of “Fast Food”. Once atop the caprock, the four
90 degree turns again await our assault. One interesting feature is the fact these turns leave little
visual warning of their night time location. Of course the NM turn reflectors offer a warning about
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New From BMW

THE NEW BMW F750GS AND F850GS

increasingly attractive the more it is used. It offers a high degree of elasticity and thickness – 1.2
to 1.4 millimetres – as well as maximum abrasion resistance. The special hydrophobing applied
during the manufacturing process makes it extremely water-repellent while still fully retaining
the leather’s natural breathable properties. Comfort Fit with stretch zones in the shoulder and
back area as well as above the knees and in the rear waistband ensures that the Atlantis suit
offers freedom of movement and improved wear comfort.

BMW MOTORRAD RIDER EQUIPMENT HIGHLIGHTS

STREET AIR DRY JACKET AND STREET AIR VEST Optimum
impact protection in no more than 85 milliseconds – this is all the time it takes for the BMW
Motorrad Street Air vest by Alpinestars to precisely detect an accident situation and inflate the
integrated airbag. The high-tech system does not require any sensors on the motorcycle itself: it
works entirely autonomously. The airbag protects the upper body where it is especially sensitive
in the event of a fall: at the back, rib cage, collarbone and shoulders.
The second component of the Street Air system is a matching jacket with API preparation
(Active Protection Inflatable) – either the Street Air Dry jacket or the StreetGuard Air jacket. Both
support the functionality of the vest.

Ever since their debut in 2007, the GS models of the F series have stood for premium
riding enjoyment, representing the middle-class Adventure segment. After around
ten years of consistent model development, BMW Motorrad has now fully redesigned and
reengineered these models in line with its objective of creating an ultimate riding machine for
road riding, on tour, or on an adventure trip into offroad terrain.

RALLYE SUIT The material mix of the premium suit reflects the very latest technology:
the functional fabric ProTechWool consists of polyamide and wool with a carbon finish. It is
compressed under pressure and heat, thereby making it highly abrasion resistant. The elbows
and knees now have additional protection with ceramic dot prints. The Rallye suit is fitted with
removable NP2 protectors with the addition of the new enlarged NP Pro back protector. One
particular innovation in the Rallye suit is the button-in jacket insert. It is waterproof and robust
enough to be worn as an outsert over the suit so as to provide protection from soiling and moisture.
A waterproof zip-in insert is available for the trousers. The suit is excellently ventilated due to
ventilation zips and an expansive vent on the back.

SYSTEM 7 CARBON HELMET Made of solid carbon fibre with reinforcement inserts,
it meets the very highest safety standards, providing excellent impact absorption levels and
optimum stiffness. Integrated neck straps ensure that the helmet remains in the optimum position
on the head in the event of an accident. The stylish helmet can be converted into an air-permeable
jet helmet in no time: the chin section is easy to remove without tools. Meanwhile the doubleglazed visor guarantees a clear view even when visibility is difficult – with an anti-fog effect on
the inside and scratch-resistant coating on the outside– and there is also an integrated sun shield
with continuously variable adjustment function. The available Motorrad Communication System
was developed for maximum convenience and further enhanced safety. In spite of its extensive
fittings, the helmet is a comfortable lightweight at just 1590 g or 1690 g, depending on the size.

GS DRY SUIT The suit is now made of a new basic material: a high-strength mixture
of Cordura 500 and polyamide developed specially by BMW Motorrad itself. The breathable
fabric offers an extremely dense structure. For significantly increased abrasion resistance, a PU
layer with ceramic particles has been used to reinforce the sensitive areas. The GS Dry suit is
unrivalled in terms of climate control: it is the only garment of its kind to offer special waterproofbonded zips at the chest and back, opening not just the upper material but the membrane, too.
ATLANTIS SUIT Every one is a unique specimen because the all-weather leather
touring suit Atlantis is made of hand-picked breathable nubuck leather which becomes
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR
GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, APRIL 14

SANTA FE BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, APRIL 15

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

by Sandy Ballard, Activities Czar
At the Sopaipilla Factory, 7 W Gutierrez St,
Pojoaque, NM 87506. For those interested in
making a day of it, meet at the Sandia Pueblo

APRIL
Railrunner Station located just north of the
traffic circle at the west end of Roy Avenue
(35.21063, -106.59892). We will depart at
8:30 sharp and ride to Jemez Springs, the
Gilman Tunnels, Valles Caldera, Pajarito
Ski Mountain, White Rock and arrive at the
restaurant in Pojoaque around 12:30 or so.
After lunch, we will return to Albuquerque via
the Santa Fe Relief Route and I-25. The entire
ride will involve about 200 miles and we
should be back around 3 or so. In the process,
we will ride several Butler Map Gold Roads
and three of the Riding Challenge Rides, for
those of you interested in such things.
This will be a leaderless ride which means
we will self-organize into reasonable sized
sub-groups at the start of the ride and each
group will proceed on the ride at a mutually
agreeable pace.
SATURDAY, APRIL 21

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, APRIL 22

JEMEZ DIRTBAG LOOP

Jon Helm will be the organizer for a street/
dirt ride up in the Jemez Mountains. Start the
ride at 10am at the Phillips 66 gas station 7
miles north of San Ysidro on Hwy 4. The ride
is about 55 miles long and should take about
three hours, not counting lunch or other stops.
The group will stop for lunch at the store at
the junction of Hwy 126 and Hwy 4. Lunch
availability at the store may be limited so you
may want to bring a sack lunch.
(Continued on page 5)
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SMRI TRACK DAYS
May 19
August 18
June 16
September 15
July 21
October 20

29

30

SMRI RACE DAYS
May 20
August 19
June 17
September 16
July 22
October 21

S

SMRI (ALBUQUERQUE) AND
ASMA (DEMING)
RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

SMRI and Law Tigers are proud
to announce the schedule for our
2018 track days and the Law Tigers’
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Championships. Events will be held the
third weekend of every month from
May through October with a total of
five track days and seven race days.

Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org
ASMA TRACK DAYS
April 14
August 4-5
May 5, 12
Sept 1, 8
June 2, 16
Oct 6, 14
July 14-15
Nov 3, 10
ASMA RACE DAYS
April 14-15
May 5-6
June 2-3
Sept 1-2
Oct 6-7
Nov 10-11
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
April 2018
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)

SATURDAY, MAY 5

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 4-6

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

ICE CREAM RIDE, GLENWOOD

by Sandy & Amy Ballard
Our “Rally For the Club” at Glenwood.
Contact the Los Olmos Lodge (http://www.
losolmoslodge.com; 575-539-2224) and
mention the LOE BMW R. Note: “The lawn has
a sprinkler system installed. Due to possible
damage to your tire and/or to our system
there will be an extra $50 fee for driving
on the lawn.” Check the Message Board for
full details. The Whitewater Motel takes
reservations by phone only: 575-539-2581.

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

SATURDAY, MAY 19

SANTA FE BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, MAY 20

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

by Sandy Ballard
At the Ranchos Plaza Grill, 8 Ranchos Plaza
Rd, Ranchos De Taos at about noon. For those
that would like to ride up as a group, meet at

the Phillips 66 station just west of Tramway
and I-25 (1660 Roy Avenue) at 8:30 am
(kickstands up promptly at 8:45). The ride
will head up I-25, the Santa Fe Relief Route
and the High Road to Taos. Because the High
Road is a Riding Challenge Ride, the group
will stop for Riding Challenge photos at Santa
Cruz State Park, the Truchas Historic Marker,
and SMU-in-Taos at Fort Burgwin. From the
gas station to the restaurant is about 130
miles. After lunch, those who would like to
tick off more Riding Challenge Rides (and
ride some of the best paved roads in the
state), head over Palo Flechado Pass to Angel
Fire, ride south on the Guadalupito Highway
to Mora, then west through Sipapu before
rejoining the High Road. This route is about
200 miles back to Albuquerque. If you go this

way, stop for Riding Challenge photos at the
historic marker at the top of Palo Flechado
Pass, the entrance to Coyote Creek State Park
and the Sipapu Ski Area.
SUNDAY, JUNE 3

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

by Sandy Ballard
We will enjoy a sumptuous breakfast at
9 am at the Owl Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd.
in Albuquerque. After breakfast, those
interested can take a ride up to Sandia Crest,
a Riding Challenge Gold Road. From the
restaurant it is about 30 miles, or 45 minutes
up to the Crest.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

2

B AVA R
0 18

I A N M O U N TA I N W E E
KE

ND

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 8-10

a trade, there remains a universal attraction
to the beauty that can only be formed by
human hands.
The Handbuilt Motorcycle Show is an
inspiring showcase of works from builders
and craftsmen that combine knowledge, skill,
and ingenuity to create one-of-a-kind truly
hand-built machines.
By sharing this work, we add fuel to a
revolution in the making. People crave the
satisfaction and creative outlet of producing
something truly unique and fit to their own
preferences for design and function. This
renaissance of working with our hands has
helped create the movement that is the
custom motorcycle scene.
It is our vision that those that visit The
Handbuilt Motorcycle Show will be inspired
to pick up tools and use their hands to make
something of their own.

CLOUDCROFT CAMP & RIDE

by Sandy & Amy Ballard
At the Lower Fir Group Campsite located
about a mile from Cloudcroft. At 8700 feet, it
should be nice and cool so come on out and
beat the heat in the rest of New Mexico.
As with all Camp & Rides, this is a self
supported trip which means you need to bring
your own camping gear, cooking equipment,
food and libations. Water and firewood are
available at the site. The club is picking up
the tab for the campsite, which has a large
covered pavilion with multiple picnic tables
and will accommodate up to 70 people. You
can also stay in a motel in Cloudcroft and join
us at the campground for social time.

L A ND O F E N CH A N T ME N T BM W R IDE R S
SIPA P U, NM

NATIONAL EVENTS
MONDAY-FRIDAY, APRIL 9-13

TEXAS HILL COUNTRY I-BMW
RALLY, BANDERA, TX

Check the Message Board for the latest on
when and where.

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
At the The River Front Motel. Reservations:
(830) 328-5110; Ask for Mary Jane or Tracy
& be sure to tell them you’re with the i-BMW
group. As with all our rallies, there are certain
standards of behavior and decorum that must
be observed and maintained. Should you
choose to attend the rally, please be aware
that mature, adult behavior in any shape,
manner or form is strongly frowned upon and
will not be tolerated. Whether it’s riding the
superb Hill Country roads, being surrounded
by miles and miles of Texas wildflowers or
getting a mouthful of testicles in Castell, you
know it’s gonna be a good time! So start
making plans to join us for this year’s THCR.
Agenda: Meet. Ride. Talk, Eat. Ride. Talk.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7-9

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 20-22

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4

CLUB BIRTHDAY PICNIC

We will be back at Oak Flats, check the
Message Board for the latest on when and
where.
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, AUGUST 18-19

CAMP & RIDE TO DATIL WELL
CAMPGROUND

THE BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND, SIPAPU

Check the Message Board to keep up on the
latest details.
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22-23

CAMP & RIDE TO RIO GRANDE DEL
NORTE NEAR QUESTA
Check the Message Board for the latest on
when and where.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 17-20

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY I-BMW
RALLY, BUCHANAN, VA

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
At the Wattstull Inn. Call 540-254-1551 for
reservations. Mention: i-BMW group. Rooms
are $83.50 including continental breakfast.
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 28-JULY 1

SSR / SUMMER SOLSTICE I-BMW
RALLY, WESTON, VT

THE HANDBUILT MOTORCYCLE
SHOW, AUSTIN, TX

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
On Rt 100 at the Colonial House Inn and
Motel. Reservations: Call (802) 824-6286
ask for Jeff or Kim and say you’re with the
i-BMW group. There can be a BBQ if we give
notice, Jeff does a mean pulled pork BBQ.
Or if there is interest he will come up with a
dinner menu but the restaurant isn’t normally
open for dinner.

At Fair Market, 1100 E 5th St. As our collective
existence slips further into digital abstraction,
we at the Handbuilt Motorcycle Show believe
something has been lost and it is time to
revive the culture of physical craftsmanship.
Although in today’s modern mass-produced
world few young people are taught how to do
physical work or are encouraged to embrace

The Legendary Shaft
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THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JULY 12-15

BMW MOA RALLY,
DES MOINES, IA

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
The winning site is exotic Des Moines, at the
Iowa State Fairgrounds. If you like to go to
events with massive crowds, old guys in tents,
and thousands of old BMW twins, there’s no
better place to be. Think of it as Daytona Bike
Week without the Harleys, the pretty women,
or the beach.
THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13-16

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY,
MAGGIE VALLEY, NC

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
At the Creekside Lodge. Reservations (800)
621-1260. Maggie Valley Creekside Lodge
2716 Soco Road Maggie Valley, NC 28751.
We have blocked 16 rooms out of 40 total
rooms so call and make your reservations!
Making discounted reservations are good
until August 13th and then special pricing is
no longer available. Cancellation is good with
a weeks notice, anything less than a week,
they charge you for a night. The hotel has
some other restrictions that will be passed
along at the time you make your reservations
(no pets, charges for stealing TV remotes,
no smoking in rooms, etc.) There are a few
secluded areas to smoke, if you know what I
mean.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@loebmwr.org
ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org

RALLY CHAIR
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org
TREASURER
Jan S.
Treasurer@loebmwr.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@loebmwr.org
NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org

www.loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org
PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@loebmwr.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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LOE B MW R N E WS

On March 7 BMW Motorrad was presented
with the 2018 JEC Innovation Award for
the development and manufacture of a
rear swinging arm made of carbon fibre. Dr.
Joachim Starke explained the new production
process and its advantages: “In addition to
achieving weight benefits and cutting costs
significantly, we also managed to develop a
technology that allows precise configuration
of component properties by using a variety
of composite and metal inserts.” This
scalability means that a single tool can be
used to produce a wide range of different
components at cycle times of less than
a minute. The maximum strength can be
adjusted by means of additional CFP panels
which can be thermoplastically joined. The
project also involved successful testing with
welding robots. “All this impacts significantly
on cost efficiency (component costs) as well
as part properties (strength and stiffness),”
adds Starke.
“With this example of the rear swinging
arm, the project has allowed BMW Motorrad
to take on a pioneering role within the motor

A worn valve cap in the middle of the
Icelandic ice desert, a gear lever broken off
in the depths of the Brazilian jungle or a split
oil sump in the hamada: this kind of problem
often leads to a lengthy interruption if not the
end of a motorcycle tour or a long-distance
trip on two wheels.
For this reason BMW Motorrad will be
offering BMW Motorrad iParts as an optional
equipment item from this summer. This is a
3D printing system which will allow BMW
Motorrad dealers and customers to print out
spare parts as required on site.
For this purpose, 250 selected BMW
Motorrad sales partners worldwide will be
initially fitted with a permanently installed 3D
printing system. This system, which includes
an integrated processing centre, allows the
manufacture and subsequent machining of
large and complex parts such as bevel gears,
crown gears and engine housings.
Smaller parts such as handbrake, clutch or
gear levers, valve caps, fork bridges and turn
indicator glasses can even be printed out by
BMW Motorrad customers themselves using
the BMW Motorrad iParts 3D Mobile Printer.
This can be done not just at home but even
when out and about, since the handy hightech device can be conveniently stowed in a
top case or side case.

C
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GS to reach the South Pole on 16 December
2017 – exactly 106 years after Amundsen’s
discovery. As was the case on Amundsen’s
own expedition a shelter was erected, in this
case symbolically representing the BMW
Motorsport tent – with aluminium tent poles
produced directly on site using the BMW
Motorrad iPart 3D Mobile Printer.
The market launch of the new optional
equipment item BMW Motorrad iParts and
the BMW Motorrad iPart 3D Mobile Printer
will be in September 2018.

GREETINGS CHALLENGE RIDERS!

by Sandy Ballard, full info at http://loebmwr.
org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=5032
The Riding Challenge is in full swing! Twelve
club members have completed at least one
Riding Challenge ride, and the participants
have collectively completed 71 rider-rides.
The most popular ride has been the road up
to the Gilman Tunnels, visited by 9 of the 12
participants.
There are lots of opportunities coming
up to participate in some group rides to
Riding Challenge Gold Roads. The Traveling
Breakfasts, Lunch Rendezvous, and Camp &
Rides coming up in April, May and June will
all feature Riding Challenge Rides. See the
Message Board for details.
April 2018
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BMW RECEIVES AWARD FOR
CARBON FIBRE REAR SWINGARM

BMW iPARTS: MOBILE
PARTS PRODUCTION USING A 3D
PRINTER.

The design data and material specifications
required for printing purposes are supplied
from the BMW iCloud, whether at the
customer’s home or during travel: the data
is downloaded directly onto the 3D printing
systems via mobile phone, tablet or PC.
Anyone travelling on their motorbike to
particularly remote areas of the planet where
an internet connection is not always available
can make use of the optional equipment item
BMW Motorrad iParts Explorer. This enables
a selection of potentially required spare parts
data to be saved directly on the smartphone
before setting off on the journey.
In addition to creating parts from metals
such as aluminium, steel and titanium, the
BMW Motorrad iParts 3D printers also allow
fast turn-out of plastic parts. This means that
a turn indicator glass which is broken during
a fall, for instance, can quickly be replaced
with a print-out version. It is even possible to
replace a cracked rear mirror using the BMW
iParts 3D printers.
BMW Motorrad has carried out extensive
functional and strength tests on all the parts
approved for 3D printing – initially in the lab
and later in the field. Ignaz Druckmeyer, Head
of BMW Motorrad iParts: “We managed
to achieve this in the form of the BMW
Motorrad iPart 3D Mobile Printer. The SLS
unit is equipped with its own power supply – a
high-performance saline battery – and was
subjected to a range of highly rigorous
functional tests both in extreme cold and
in blistering heat with a high level of dust
exposure.”
The BMW Motorrad iPart 3D Mobile
Printer was also subjected to extreme cold
in the Antarctic. At temperatures of minus
52 degrees, the BMW Motorrad testing
team followed in the footsteps of Roald
Amundsen, travelling on four BMW R 1200

RI
DING

On May 1 Dr Markus Schramm
will take over as director of BMW
Motorrad. He will succeed Stephan
Schaller, who left the BMW Group
at the end of February. He has been
with the BMW Group since 1991 and
is currently responsible for corporate
and product strategy planning. He
has previously held several management
roles in Sales, Aftersales, Strategy, Planning
and Controlling. Schramm is a passionate
motorcyclist and marathon runner.

vehicle industry. The insights
gained consistently build on
the BMW i3 as the basis for the
use of CFP in serial production
and
include
interesting
aspects in terms of the future
development of new BMW
motorcycles and automobiles.
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