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The Breakfast Progressing to Spring

T

he morning of this year’s progressive breakfast didn’t
feel at all like winter. The past February rides with long johns and electric gear gave way
to making sure there was plenty of room to store riding gear as the temperature rose.

It was in the upper 30’s when I headed out to
the garage. In a month or two that will seem
quite frigid, but in early February it was pretty
balmy. The ride down to David and Regina’s
house in the South Valley was as comfortable
as it could be for what was supposed to be

the very depths of winter.
David and Regina’s spread could easily be
described as “vast,” “expansive” and “huge,”
and set the tone for the day’s smorgasbord of
dilectable garages filled with dream machines
and exotic tools.
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The Viper in the garage and the airplanehanger size shop next door kept the early
risers goggle-eyed. I was captivated most by
the giant motorcycle trailer in the towering
garage next door. The trailer was as big as
the RV parked next to it, and they both had
their own roomy bays in the huge building.
The trailer itself had belonged to Valerie
Thompson, who you may remember is a
BMW high speed record holder who visited
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Dressing down at the
Volkmann’s, the last
stop of the Progressive
Breakfast. There has
never been a better day
to ride a motorcycle in the
beginning of February!

Sandia BMW a couple of years ago. The trailer had plenty of room for several bikes and a small
car. Oh yeah, she also signed the trailer for David. That was too cool for words.
We all primed our eating pumps with a ton of coffee and sweets, hanging around out in the
sunshine. Because of course, it was more like the middle of spring than the middle of winter.
I stowed some of my cold weather gear in my luggage and headed off to David Hudson’s
mecca of motorcycle racing memorabilia. David’s garage is legendary for the sheer
volume of memories it holds, in addition to all the bikes crowded into the back. It is
stuffed to the gills with leathers, helmets and photos of racing’s bygone days – David’s
own personal motorcycle museum.
The breakfast crowd grew both in number and in waist size as we ate as many
Weck’s breakfast burritos as could fit into our expanding riding gear. Because the
more clothes you shed the more room you have for food. And more coffee, don’t
forget the coffee.
After an hour or so the temperature was well into the 50’s, which usually would be
as warm as it would get on a typical Progressive Breakfast day. But the club Breakfast
magic was working overtime (I can only remember one or two PG’s with bad weather over
the last 20 years – it is always a beautiful day to ride, even when it’s as cold as it should be for
February). I put a few more pieces of gear into the luggage, which by now was getting pretty full
of cold weather clothes.
I saddled up and headed to Tom Volkmann’s Disneyland of incredible machines. Tom and Liza

always have a mind boggling spread of gourmet finger foods to finish off the Breakfast in style.
After we had our fill of pancetta and shrimp we headed out to the several garages to check out
the Vincent, the 60’s era Jaguar and the Isetta – just a few of the works-in-progress that Tom
never quite finishes in his endless pursuit of perfection.
We held our first club meeting of the year at Tom and Liza’s, outside of course. There
was the usual nuts and bolts of keeping the Club staffed and running, but most of the
discussion was about riding. Sandy Ballard, our new Activities Czar, has big plans to
keep us all out and on the road this year. He’s got camping trips, weekend rides, the
usual breakfast and lunch rides, and the ever popular Riding Challenge. If Sandy and
Amy have their way, we all won’t have much time for our jobs, instead staying out
on the road enjoying the beautiful state we live in. That’s okay with me!
It was too nice to just go home. I also knew that after eating so much I would
probably just collapse into a food coma. So I headed north instead of south and
enjoyed a little afternoon ride. After all, it was a perfect day for riding, February or not.
I’m a little leery about what our endlessly dry warm winter will mean when the seasons
change, but there’s not much I can do about it right now. So I’ll get out and ride, and make
the most of it.
Next month we’ll have some more coverage of the Breakfast, and the riding season will be
getting into full swing. Until then, bask in the winter we didn’t have.
David Wilson, editor
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USING THE MESSAGE BOARD: GOT WOBBLE

by Rafa, Mon Nov 08, 2010
On my 94 R100 GSPD I have a works performance shock set at factory specs. I have a wobble
on the front end with a cross wind, and sometimes on sweeper turns. So, the question is, can an
adjustment of the shock help this situation? If so, in which direction do I go, softer or harder?
by gary o, Mon Nov 08, 2010
Rafa, I resolved this issue once with “Modern Metal.” Forget the shock adjustment. You need
new, perhaps different tires. Right now I don’t remember which tires fixed it, but it did fix it. Gotta
love those airheads!
by Rafa, Wed Nov 10, 2010
These tires are brand new. They’re Michelin Anakees 2.
They were like on their first ride the day in question. They
superseded the T-66s. I was running a little more air in them
than I usually do, and a little more than is recommended in
the manual. Michelin calls them Dual sports recommended
for bikes like the GS. What is “Modern Metal” ?

BOOBED IN COLORADO

by Keith Ingram
One summer, while attempting a Moto GP-like pace touring Colorado, I was unwittingly going to
experience three unusual and memorable events while atop two wheels.
I stayed the night in Carbondale and after a terrific night’s sleep, I hopped onto my BMW GTL,
and on Colorado Highway 82 east to Aspen. I set the cruise two notches below Patent Pending
and off I rode to challenge the twistie beauty of Highway 82. I had ridden just a short amount of
time, when I met two autos furiously flashing their headlights. I applied enough brake pressure
to have halted the Titanic four miles before hitting the iceberg. As I slowed to semi-legal speeds,
I discovered the reason for the flashing headlight warning. In the middle of the road were Bambi,
his mom, dad, grandfather and at least twenty of his friends. I wiggled through this group of four
legged traffic cones, pleased I wasn’t force fed very rare venison. Once again I twisted the throttle
to “Houston we have lift off” to continue my tire melting assault of Highway 82’s wonderful curves.
My fun was short lived, for once again I met vehicles flashing headlights, warning of gloom
and/or doom ahead. By now, my brakes were monkey butt red with my continuous and fierce
application on the now unending twisties. Again my received flashing light warnings were
appropriate, for as I topped one curve, I met one of Colorado’s finest. Thanks to properly timed
warnings, I didn’t receive any governmental free stay at the nearest Gray Bar Motel. After receiving
warning of possible damage to me, the bike and my wallet, I did as any enthusiastic rider does.
Twist the throttle into the “arrest me red zone.”

by gary o, Wed Nov 10, 2010
Rafa, hypothesis confirmed. Tires. Some brands don’t work on that bike. (Modern Metal is the
name used by a member of this board.)
by modernmetal, Fri Dec 03, 2010
You talking about me? Yes I can confirm that on my ‘94 GS I was chasing a wobble that would
occur at low speeds or deceleration coming up to a stop light. It was so bad that if you took your
hands off the bars, the bike would want to turn left or right suddenly. Gary worked on the steering
bearings only to find the wobble still occurring. I purchased a new Metzler thinking I had a bad
tire and had him install it. As I left his place and reached the light at 2nd and Alameda the wobble
occurred again upon deceleration. I turned around went back to his place and left the bike. Gary
put a used tire on the front that he had laying around. We rode the bike and found the wobble
disappeared. I ran out and bought another new tire of a different brand and had him put it on. No
more wobble, problem solved. Strange but true…
NOTE: The solution is not at all what you might expect…check it out on the Message Board at
https://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=5&t=3448&p=19081&hilit=tires#p19160.
Have a question or an issue, use the Message Board as your reference library to find previous posts, or
ask the question again in your own, new post.

The most unique surprise was forthcoming. As the road begain to straighten to a more flat and
level sameness, again I met one car. As I rode closer, flashing lights warned of something ahead
needing my instant attention. The auto was a top down sports car, with two college age females
the only occupants. My closer distance was greated with marvelous smiles and suddenly the
two lifted their shirts! I rode on in shocked silence. I’ve always been told the Grand Tetons were
west of Colorado. I quickly learned that bold untruth. I discovered there’s a mobile set of them on
Colorado 82, and if I may be so bold to suggest they were more enjoyable viewing than Bambi,
his friends and the Colorado Highway Patrol.
My adventure wasn’t complete and I’ll never know if my riding skills were diluted by my three
previous encounters. However, as I rode into a dirt and gravel rest stop, just as I was almost
stopped, my right foot slipped and over the bike went, taking me with it. The fall wasn’t a dramatic
“hay bailing” crash or a high siding, toss me over the tallest buildings in one leap, get off. Of
course not. It was more of a three year old, stop his tricycle and flop over, wimpy fall.
Just as I stood up, a car pulled in. To my unending disappointment to this very day, it didn’t
contain the “Grand Teton” girls. The occupant was a female and she helped me return my GTL to
vertical while trying not to giggle.
Should you decide to tour the Rockies, I highly recommend Highway 82 between Carbondale
and Aspen. That short stretch of road promises thrills, chills and excellent wildlife views. Both
four and two legged variety.
Just have your camera primed and ready.
February 2018
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FEBRUARY
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4

Stop #1 begins at 8:30 am and will include
items such as coffee, tea, juice, fruit, donuts
and other pre-breakfast type foods. This
stop will be hosted by David Holdren and
Regina Deer.
Stop #2 begins about 10 am and will
include items such things as coffee, tea, OJ
and breakfast burritos. This stop will be
hosted by David and Alison Hudson.
Stop #3 begins about 11:30 am and will
include items such as dessert, fruit, coffee,
tea, water. This stop will be hosted by Tom &
Liza Volkmann.
A club meeting and officer elections will
begin about 12:30 at Stop #3.
Breakfast Stop location addresses, maps
and more information are located at loebmwr.
org/MembersOnly/ProgressiveBreakfast.
aspx in the Members Only section of the
LOE BMW R website. You must be a paid
member and logged into the website to view
that page. Be sure to check the Message
Board for up-to-the-minute news.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, MARCH 3

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

THE PROGRESSIVE BREAKFAST

We will begin at 8:30 am. Yes, this is Superbowl
Sunday, but you’ll be done with the ride and
meeting in plenty of time to participate in any
Superbowl activities you might have planned.

(Continued on page 5)

SMRI (ALBUQUERQUE) AND
ASMA (DEMING)
RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE
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SMRI TRACK DAYS
May 19
August 18
June 16
September 15
July 21
October 20

25

26

27

28

SMRI RACE DAYS
May 20
August 19
June 17
September 16
July 22
October 21
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SMRI and Law Tigers are proud
to announce the schedule for our
2018 track days and the Law Tigers’
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Championships. Events will be held the
third weekend of every month from
May through October with a total of
five track days and seven race days.

Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org
ASMA TRACK DAYS
Jan 21
Feb 10-11
July 14-15
March 3-4, 10
August 4-5
April 14
Sept 1, 8
May 5, 12
Oct 6, 14
June 2, 16
Nov 3, 10
ASMA RACE DAYS
March 10-11
Sept 1-2
April 14-15
Oct 6-7
May 5-6
Nov 10-11
June 2-3
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)
SATURDAY, MARCH 17

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 8-10

CLOUDCROFT CAMP & RIDE

by Sandy & Amy Ballard
At the Lower Fir Group Campsite located
about a mile from Cloudcroft. At 8700 feet, it
should be nice and cool so come on out and
beat the heat in the rest of New Mexico.
As with all Camp & Rides, this is a self
supported trip which means you need to bring
your own camping gear, cooking equipment,

damage to your tire and/or to our system
there will be an extra $50 fee for driving
on the lawn.” Check the Message Board for
full details. The Whitewater Motel takes
reservations by phone only: 575-539-2581.

food and libations. Water and firewood are
available at the site. The club is picking up
the tab for the campsite, which has a large
covered pavilion with multiple picnic tables
and will accommodate up to 70 people. You
can also stay in a motel in Cloudcroft and join
us at the campground for social time.
Cloudcroft is about 200 miles from
Albuquerque via Claunch and Alamogordo.

NATIONAL EVENTS
FRIDAY-TUESDAY, MARCH 2-6, 2018

AUSTRALIAN I-BMW RALLY

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 4-6

Currently all details including maps showing
the daily routes, lodging, etc. can be found at
I-BMW.com
Starting in the town of Tumut, NSW,
Australia on the 1st of March – why those
dates? Victoria Labor Day Weekend is the
following weekend with a bike and hotrod
show in Bright, and the World Superbike

ICE CREAM RIDE, GLENWOOD

by Sandy & Amy Ballard
Our “Rally For the Club” at Glenwood.
Contact the Los Olmos Lodge (http://www.
losolmoslodge.com; 575-539-2224) and
mention the LOE BMW R. Note: “The lawn has
a sprinkler system installed. Due to possible
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is the previous weekend. This should give
us the same riding as last year which was
clear roads with the minimum of “fuzz/Leos”
about. Starting and finishing the rally in Tumut
may present an opportunity to unload some
gear for a few days for some long distance
riders, and will also work for anyone that
wants to “trailer” their bike to the rally. The
weather … could be cold mornings and warm
afternoons like our previous rallies, could
be 36 degrees every day like the 2016 Rally.
More importantly we hope it doesn’t rain.
Motorcycle rentals are available out of
Sydney and Melbourne with quite a few
BMW’s on the menu. Costs are about $200300+ a day plus insurance, deposit etc. Be
a part of (hopefully) a new tradition … and
watch out for the ‘roos.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

RALLY CHAIR
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org
TREASURER
Jan S.
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org
NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@LOEBMWR.org
PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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GREETINGS CHALLENGE RIDERS!

by Sandy Ballard, full info at http://loebmwr.
org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=5032
Well we have our very first Challenge
Rider: Greg Camp has ridden 8 of the Riding
Challenge roads.
Amy and I recently returned from a week
long motorcycle jaunt to Big Bend, Texas.
On the way back, we rode 4 of the Riding
Challenge gold roads: Dog Canyon, Sitting
Bull Falls, Bottomless Lakes State Park and
Highway 246 (Encinoso). You can see
our photos at https://photos.app.goo.gl/
zQhlBI3392aUXIUf1.
Highway 137 to Dog Canyon is indeed still
closed for construction about 3 miles north of
the Dog Canyon Visitor Center in Guadalupe
Mountains National Park, Texas.
Sitting Bull Falls is a beautiful spot nestled
up at the end of a canyon. Very cool place
and a very cool road leading up to it.
Bottomless Lakes State Park was a
pleasant surprise. It should have been on the
Geology Riding Challenge a couple of years
ago since these natural lakes are all sinkholes
in salt and gypsum deposits near the Pecos
River Valley. Very cool! Amy and I camped
there on a chilly winter’s night. Beautiful! The
loop road was indeed a nice ride, including
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the approximately 100 yard long gold section.
Nice but way too short!
Highway 246 from Roswell to Capitan
(through Encinoso) is always a treat.
Desolate, beautiful scenery, twisty two lane
road. The temperature for the first part of
the ride was a brisk 45 degrees but at some
point, we suddenly got hit with a blast of
wind and then the temperature jumped
up 20 degrees! Unfortunately, the wind
persisted all the way back to Albuquerque,
significantly reducing our enjoyment of the
ride. Oh well…
Oh, and by the way, if you ever find yourself
in the Big Bend area, ride the River Road from
Presidio to Lajitas. This 50 mile stretch of
asphalt follows the twists and turns of the Rio
Grande and seems more like a roller coaster
ride than anything else. Awesome ride! Too
bad it’s in Texas.
James Lightfoot has become the fourth
Rider to join, welcome James!
With 23 rider-rides so far, we are off to a
good start heading into the new year!

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi
to Brian L and Marco W. We look forward to
seeing you at some of our club shindigs, and
in some far-off places riding your motorcycles.
February 2018
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engineering or top performance instead.
The more PC the US becomes, the further
it parts from spirit of the American rider
and the smaller our market gets. This point
cannot be overemphasized, as the US market
has always been linked to the masculinity
index. The more insular, protective and
fearful people become the less they express
their wild and free side. This effect gets worse
as new generations are kept more and more
indoors and are cocooned in an illusion of a
safety bubble.

RI
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Read the full story at http://globalmoto.media/
us-motorcycle-industry.htm
The US motorcycle market is very different
from all other markets in the world. In India,
for example, they sell 17M bikes a year. It’s no
wonder European brands are flocking there.
We are a country of 320M and last year we
purchased 17M new cars, SUVs and pickups.
However, in the same year we bought only
470K motorcycles, including scooters and
three-wheel vehicles. The US moto market
has contracted or shrunk by about 60% in
ten years.
The US moto market is shrinking and with
new generations showing little interest in
anything other than gadgets and video games
it wouldn’t take Nostradamus to see where
our future is heading.
The car buying trend in the US is now
about ditching cars for SUVs. Meaning even
more isolation from the road and the driving
experience; that moves people further away
from the motorcycling experience.
Americans getting older and more
overweight by the year (according to CDC
40% are now obese) and there is the opioid
crises, neither of those support a more agile
population wanting to ditch their SUVs for a
motorcycle.
Cars and motorcycles initially started
together very simply as an engine with
wheels and totally open to the elements.
In the ‘30s and ‘40s people drove a lot of
open top cars too. It was in the ‘90s when
cars began to part ways completely from
motorcycles by becoming more and more
insular and cocoon like.
Now fast-forward to today, cars and bikes
occupy totally different worlds. Cars have
become incredibly protective, loaded with
safety features, such as wraparound airbags,

proximity and lane-departure warnings, selfparking, emergency braking, very good audio
and entertainment systems and foolproof
environmental controls.
This major shift between cars and bikes
may not matter to baby boom generation but
it certainly affects the younger US generations
who were driven around in rolling fortresses
with rear seat LCD screens for games and
entertainment. This sense of long-term onroad isolation doesn’t translate to fanaticism
about motorcycles.
We’re in the midst of a personal
transportation revolution and the US moto
market is missing out on it.
I’ve noticed that motorcycle marketing in
the US has shrunk into running banner ads
with low APRs and monthly incentives. But
those aren’t marketing tactics at all, they are
sales strategies. Marketing should not be just
about posting nice images of your product on
your social media channels, or running banner
ads. Marketing is about winning hearts and
minds.
Apple is the all-time king of winning hearts
and minds followed by Harley-Davidson. Any
brand that turns its followers into religious
zealots is worth admiring and also imitating.
It should come as no surprise to anyone
who understands American riders that
the brand that enjoys the highest level of
masculinity perception is also the market
leader by a very wide margin. It’s H-D’s world
after all.
The Motorcycle Brands Masculinity Index
is brand indicator and not rider indicator. US
riders are attracted to the brand with highest
level of perception of masculinity.
This is a unique phenomenon that exists
only in the US. For example Europe doesn’t
care for the masculinity index, it looks
instead for high production value and great
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