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The Best Little Rally in the Southwest

T

he rally, i heard, was completely fabuloso. i was glad to hear it, since
it was only the second rally I’ve missed since joining the Club in 1995. Truly, I can only
remember a couple of rallies in all those years that was anything less than spectacular.

I remember the year it rained the entire time,
that was a rally for die-hards. There was
mud, there was cold, and there was much
huddling inside the Club cabin. Then there
was the freezing cold year, with ice covering
everything on Saturday morning. Of course,

got no complaints about that – even though
the rallies all blend into a nostalgic fog, it is
the kind of warm and comfortable memory
that continues to make the Bavarian
Mountain Weekend one of the best rallies in
the country.
And this was another beautiful, magical
weekend. Check out the memories on the
next few pages and join the nostalgia.
David Wilson, editor

the hardship made those years memorable.
For me, most of the rest of the rallies
are kind of a blur of gorgeous fall weather,
unbeatable riding and sitting outside the
Club cabin eating peanuts with a bunch of
great friends watching the rally go by. I’ve
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223 ATTENDEES,
SLIGHTLY MORE
THAN LAST YEAR.
NEXT YEAR
WILL
BE
TH
THE 35 RALLY!
words by RJ Mirabal, pictures by Marina Ackerson, Jan Sands and Tom Volkmann
The 34th Bavarian Mountain Weekend was a
success! Attendance matched last year’s while
the rally operation ran smoothly. We had a
great turnout of club volunteers along with
some helpful non-member volunteers. The Flea
Market moved a lot of goods turning trash into
treasure. The Friday Night Chile Stew was great
with that NM bite! The German-style Saturday
dinner was enjoyed by virtually all participants.
We had a full roster of well attended tech
sessions with many of the sessions offered for
the first time. Music was great with both our
favorite, the Watermelon Mountain Jug Band
and a new act for Saturday – Chris Dracup, a
well-known and very entertaining blues/soul/

rock New Mexican guitarist.
We had plenty of door prizes, a good chunk
of money in the 50/50, and a successful return
of the Poker Run (dirt roads weren’t rideable this
year, but lots of pavement riders enjoyed the
challenge). There was a bit of heavy afternoon
rain Thursday afternoon but we enjoyed sunny
and pleasant days for the rest of the rally. And,
of course, the riding was spectacular!
It looks good to move forward with plans for
our 35th back at Sipapu next year. If you were
unable to attend, you missed out, but you can
help support our club and buy a premium quality
2018 rally shirt or a fresh new rally cap (better
yet, you can plan to volunteer and attend next
year!). Details on shirt sizes and styles available
to follow once we’ve completed inventory.
October 2018
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The group I sat with loved the dinner
and hoped we would have it again
next year. We all remarked about how
good it was. I want to thank you
for another wonderful rally, and I will
come back as long as you have it.
I love the venue so I hope that you
don’t change that either. I couldn’t
imagine not going to Sipapu. We already
made our reservations at the hotel for
next year. I am excited that next year
will be your 35th annual, and I am
proud that my “25th” sticker is still
on my F800ST! :-)
Jodi Koller-Smee
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WE ENJOYED
SUNNY AND
PLEASANT DAYS

FOR THE REST OF THE RALLY.
AND, OF COURSE, THE RIDING
WAS SPECTACULAR!
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

OCTOBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

NATIONAL EVENTS

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SUNDAY-WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18-21

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Let’s have breakfast at TJ’s Restaurant at
9 am. TJ’s is located at 319 Highway 314 SW
in Los Lunas. See you there!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

We will have lunch at Gabriel’s Restaurant
in Santa Fe (https://www.gabrielsofsantafe.
com/) at noon. If you would like to ride
up with a group, meet at the Phillips 66
station just west of Tramway and I-25 (1660
Roy Avenue) at 10:30 for a prompt 10:45
departure. Should take about an hour to
get to the restaurant. Gabriel’s is located at
Exit 176, Highway 285, 5 mins north of the
Santa Fe Opera House, 1 mile south of Buffalo
Thunder Resort & Casino. See you there!
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where. See you there!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10

SF BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17

SANDIA BMW WHEELS & COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Check the Message Board for the latest on
the when and where. See you there!

I-BMW AHR RALLY, JASPER, AR

by Jerry “Pirate” Finley
At the palatial Gordon Motel. Reservations:
(870) 446-5252; tell Mrs. Gordon you’re
with the BMW group. It’s time to make your
way back to Jasper! And for those who have
never attended, you don’t need some special
“by invitation only”, secret password or pass
(Continued on page 6)

SMRI (ALBUQUERQUE) AND
ASMA (DEMING)
RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

SMRI and Law Tigers are proud
to announce the schedule for our
2018 track days and the Law Tigers’
Sandia Motorcycle Roadracing
Championships. Events will be held the
third weekend of every month from
May through October with a total of
five track days and seven race days.
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SMRI TRACK DAYS
October 20

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

SMRI RACE DAYS
October 21
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Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org
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ASMA TRACK DAYS
Oct 6, 14
Nov 3, 10
ASMA RACE DAYS
Oct 6-7
Nov 10-11

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
October 2018
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 5)
any kind of test. All that’s required is to have
a generous party attitude, a low threshold
of self control and no fear of cheap motel
accommodations. And last but not least,
should you choose to attend the rally, please be
aware that mature, adult behavior in any shape,
manner or form is strongly frowned upon and
will not be tolerated. Hopefully, the weather
gods will smile on us again this year and we’ll
have great autumn weather with warm days,
cool nights and beautiful fall colors all around us.
As usual, the fire pit stands ready and there will
be parking lot blankets a plenty for the fashion
conscious ladies. And don’t forget, Jasper’s in a
dry county so bring your own hooch or get it in
Harrison, 20 miles north of Jasper.

LOE B MW R N E WS

be sport and eco.
The eight speed DCT transmission is nice
but I found the up shift to be too early and
the downshift too late and sort of abrupt.
Its all a matter of getting used to a DCT
transmission. Sport
mode is a thrill: all
1833 cc immediately
upon demand.
Nothing
about
would make me
upgrade from my ’05
though. If for some
reason I was looking
at a new touring bike,
I would certainly
consider it along with
the BMW 1600B.

THE NEW GOLD
WING

by Mark Davis
The 2018 Gold
Wing is smaller
in width, the
same in length, and 90 lbs lighter than
previous models. The front suspension is
much like the paralever BMW suspension.
The target market is much more for the
younger rider, what with all the technology, but
the price tag is still for the older rider, $28K+.
Some of the tech provides for different riding
modes, which changes throttle response,
suspension, and traction control. I rode in all
five modes. The only two I would use would

by Keith Ingram
My friend Kelly Karn borrowed my GTL to give
Diana her “Bucket List” 85th birthday present
wish of her first ever motorcycle ride. We
handed her
a helmet
and even
with it on
and closed,
you
can
see
her
wide grin!
Some of
the
best
gifts are so
enjoyable
to give!
October 2018
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Jon Helm
VicePresident@loebmwr.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@loebmwr.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Bede Crawford
MembershipRecords@loebmwr.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@loebmwr.org
ACTIVITIES CZAR
Sandy Ballard
Activities@loebmwr.org

RALLY CHAIR
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org
TREASURER
Jan S.
Treasurer@loebmwr.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@loebmwr.org
NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@loebmwr.org

www.loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@loebmwr.org
PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@loebmwr.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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LOE B MW R N E WS
NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to
Michael K. and Joseph E. We look forward to
seeing you at some of our club shindigs, and
in some far-off places riding your motorcycles.

GREETINGS CHALLENGE RIDERS!

by Sandy Ballard, full info at http://loebmwr.
org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=5032
At the end of August Amy and I were joined
by Randy Jones and his wife Denise on
the Geronimo Trail Riding Challenge Ride.
Highway 59 from Winston west to the
Beaverhead Work Center in the heart of the
Gila National Forest is now my favorite ride
of this year’s Riding Challenge.
We left town Saturday morning and rode
south through Tijeras and Mountainair on the
way to a final fuel stop in Elephant Butte. After
a quick rest stop in the tiny town of Winston,
we continued north on 52 under clear skies.
Proceeding down the road at a healthy clip,
I came over a low rise going about 50 mph
when a raging flash flood suddenly appeared
before me. I slammed on the brakes but only
had time to slow to about 30 mph before I
entered the floodwaters. My instinctive reaction was to get off the brakes and accelerate
as much as I could. Fortunately, I kept the bike
up and safely reached the other side but with
an adrenaline rush the likes of which I have
rarely experienced. I’m told by my comrades
who had time to stop before entering the
arroyo that the spray from my crossing was
spectacular. My bike and I were completely
covered with muddy water. A local rancher who
stopped on his way by said that the large storm
we had seen from I-25 had passed through and
dropped over an inch of rain in area.
After my heart rate dropped to a healthier
level, and the flood waters receded, we continued on to Highway 59, crossing about ten

more flooded arroyos along the way. This
ride definitely qualified as a Riding Challenge!
Once we turned west onto Highway 59,
the going got easier and we proceeded to a
lovely primitive camp up on the continental
divide where the CDT crosses the highway.
The weather was clear and we enjoyed a
lovely campfire before retiring for the night.
In the morning we completed the remaining 20 or so miles to the Beaverhead Work
Center where we took our requisite Riding
Challenge photos and then returned from
whence we came.
The weather was perfect and, after all the
recent rains, it was so green it looked like
Ireland. I highly recommend this ride, but
maybe not right after a major thunderstorm!
We have two more winners! Art and Lynda
Garcia completed 7 rides in the Enchanted
Circle area over the weekend, thereby
completing all 36 Gold Roads on this years
Riding Challenge. Way to go Art and Lynda!
They join Jack Dannenberg in the winner’s
circle so now we have three winners so far
this year. But there will certainly be more winners. Amy and I rode the Ski Rio Gold Road
this weekend, our 35th Riding Challenge Ride.
We have only to ride up to Sandia Crest and
we will join the others on the podium.

cooling off to Harley, but the rest of the world
is just beginning to discover them. And since
the future of premium electric motorcycles is
in Europe, LiveWire can find a very nice market waiting for them in that region.
The key is creating demand, Apple and
Tesla style. Yes, it’s going to be all about the
image and the cool/snob factor.

HARLEY’S LIVEWIRE E-MOTO

This has been bigly edited, read the whole thing
at http://moto-emag.com/harley-davidson.htm
Why would a brand that’s globally recognized
for its V-twin engines with their unique
“potato potato” sound launch an e-moto?
Why would such an icon that made its fortune
on a simulated image of “badass” riders who
like to rev their straight pipes and wake up
the dead, go silent in hopes of new buyers?
Why would a brand that’s supposedly about
machismo, thunder and lightning go after
tree huggers? Is LiveWire e-moto a brilliant
disaster or just plain brilliant?
JUST PLAIN BRILLIANT (IF YOU’RE IN
EUROPE)
Harley is onto something really big with the
LiveWire, but the magnitude of this potential
hit will be based on how they market this
new e-moto. They are enjoying a nice
reception, with 95k units sold outside of US
in ‘07 (including Canada and South America).
With the high price of fuel in Europe, they’re
especially eager to embrace electric power.
Motorcycle buying in the US is based on the
masculinity index, e-motos are at the bottom
of the scale. Europe doesn’t have such
perception issues on electric motorcycles.
Premium motorcycles are not about need
or value, but want and desire. The US may be

October 2018

The Legendary Shaft

�

A NEW STATUS SYMBOL
Harley should treat the LiveWire as a
standalone brand not found at any Harley
dealerships, but only at new LiveWire
boutiques in trendy parts of major Euro
cities. BMW launched the MINI brand with
independent locations, store design, sales
staff (younger, hipper), many customization
options and unique, more youthful apparel
and accessories. Harley should build a
totally new lifestyle image around this bike,
for the same guys who flaunt their Ferraris,
Mercedes, Porsches or Teslas.
• A standalone product sold only via newly
built, totally dedicated lifestyle boutiques in
trendy parts of major European cities.
• Make no connection to Harley gas powered bikes or their dealerships.
• Create a brand new line of Euro-centric
LiveWire apparel and riding gear. Miles apart
from the typical H-D offerings.
• Offer the LiveWire in many different colors. Go for style and image.
• Create easily swappable painted parts at
the hot new showrooms.
• Allow buyers to customize their LiveWire
with factory colors and graphics options.
• Set premium pricing to help create the
status symbol.
• Get the young global celebs heavily
invested in the LiveWire. Regardless if they
ride or not, they can still praise the bike for
being hip and green and a definite must have.
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