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The Winter with No Winter

W

hile the rest of the country is experiencing cold bombs
and arctic winter hurricanes, New Mexico has been sitting in a three month bubble
of nearly perfect motorcycling conditions.

When was the last winter you can
remember with virtually no precipitation and
temperatures in the 50’s and 60’s, with calm
sunny days and brisk exhilerating mornings?
I can’t remember that combination in any
winter of the twenty years I’ve lived here.

of riding your motorcycle year round, it’s
Nirvana. I feel a little bad posting this stuff
on Facebook to all my northern hatchesbattened-down friends, but you know: nanna
nanna boo boo.
The weather app on my phone tracks
what’s going on where my friends and
relatives live. My family in Montana has
had high temperatures in the minus digits.
Kristin’s family in Michigan and Ohio have

If you’re a Peak switchback carver, there’s
not even fear of icy corners or sandy bits. The
only moisture up there since October is the
man made snow on the barely open ski area.
If you love winter sports this is a pretty poor
time to be in the Southwest. If you dream
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At the Christmas Party
the Riding Challenge
winners took a break from
their riding mad miles for
a group photo (left).
Then there was the
photo op of the 3
Davids (and Joanne).
Yours truly, Dave
Tynan and David
Hudson. And Joanne
Page (right).

THE REGULAR BIG DOG RIDE

been buried under snow, and my old posse in New York City have had them both. I have an evil
satisfaction checking out the hell-like conditions they’re dealing with and congratulating myself
on not being anywhere near them. I have never missed the winter ordeal I escaped from 20 years
ago, not for a minute. This year they’ve got the royal flush of terrible winters, while we sit in our
metaphorical hot tub down here, mounting up and heading out for a ride whenever we choose.
Case in point was the first New Mexico Big Dog Ride in many years. Designed as a frigid
challenge for hard core riders, this year’s chapter was more of a leisurely Traveling Breakfast. It
might have been a bit tough to head out in
the 28° morning, but it didn’t take a die hard
rider to enjoy the 60° afternoon. Check out
Jon’s wrapup of the event after this story.
I often wait until the depths of winter to do
bike stuff I’ve been putting off until it’s time for
storage, but this year there’s been no off the
road time, and none in the forseeable future.
Things could change drastically in a week or
two, but right now it’s the riding environment
the rest of the country gets jealous about. I
say enjoy it!
David Wilson, editor

by Jon Helm, photos by Larry Mounger and Jan Sands
It was a Regular Dog Ride, not the Big Dog Ride of the past. It was warm, sunny, only 33 miles to lunch,
and no one got frost bite. Sounds like it could be a new New Year’s Day LOE BMW R tradition!  We
had 14 bikes that met at Tramway and Central, then rode to the Range in Bernalillo. Several more
met us at the Range for a total of 25.
Maybe not a Big Dog Ride, but certainly a big breakfast ride!
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Christmas!

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like

words and pictures by David Wilson
Trombino’s was stuffed to the gills with holiday partying, hungry bikers for the club’s last big
event of the year. The line to get in was practically out the door, with most of the members reupping their membership then staking out table space as close to the buffet as possible. The
food was typically Italian bueno, filling the whole back of the restaurant, and the staff kept things
continually coming with the full range of pasta, pizza and every other delicacy you can imagine.
With cannolis and cheesecake for dessert, how could you lose? Over 80 people, nearly half the
club, turned out on the beautiful Saturday afternoon to reminisce on the past season’s riding and
tell many lies about this year’s exploits.
The one group that didn’t have to exaggerate were the winner’s of the Riding Challenge (see
their photo on page 2). Racking up hundreds of stops and tens of thousands of miles, they took
a bow as examples of what riding BMW motorcycles is all about. Then they all took off to start
on next year’s adventure.
It was a wonderful time of connecting with friends seen not often enough, and catching up
with others who spend more time riding than clubbing. It’s an event I look forward to all year, I
certainly don’t attend as many club events as I’d like, or see my friends often enough.
The Christmas Party is also one of the few places that most of the members get together in
one place, so it’s a great place to do business. New nominees for officer positions were discussed,
as well as plans for next year’s Bavarian Mountain Weekend. RJ is heading up that one again, but
is looking for an apprentice to take over for 2019. The club is run by volunteers, and despite the

rumours none of the positions are “for life”. In
fact, for the continued life and well-being of the
club new ideas and new energy are always being
sought. It can be your chance to make the LOE
BMW R the club you’ve always dreamed of.
After Trombino’s had been emptied of food
and replaced with a much rounder room full of
eating bikers, everybody headed back out into
the sunlight and their afternoon motorcycle
rides. Only kidding, I’m guessing most people
went home to sleep it off.
Next up is the Progressive Breakfast, our
midwinter extravaganza of New Mexico riding
season kickoff. Bring warm clothes and a big
appetite.
Top left to right: Gary; Sandy & Amy; Bill &
Natalia, Linda & TC; Jan and Mary Lou; Kim & Jon,
Annie, Joanne, Peggy and Dave; Fred, Don and
David
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Just me and the border patrol…

Deb Fuller and her bestest buddy

IT’S ALL GOOD IN ARIZONA

by Marina Ackerson
On a beautiful November day in Arizona,I decided to do a lunch ride from Green Valley. Beginning
at the intersection of Continental and LaCanada. I headed west on Continental until it intersected
with Duval Mine Road. A slight jog to the left and then right and I was riding north on Mission
road. This is a nice curvy road passing through untouched desert with very little traffic. It is full
of curves and vados, numerous species of cacti, and various geologic features like Helmet peak.
Mission intersects with Valencia as you reach southwest Tucson and taking a left on Valencia is
a shortcut through to the Ajo Highway and will eliminate some Tucson traffic. The road varies in
elevation with changes in desert landscape, but there is not much traffic. A left at Three Points
on S.R. 286 and it is just me and the border patrol all the way to Arivaca Sasabe Rd traveling
through the Bueno’s Aires National Wildlife Refuge. This is a paved two lane with some nice
curves but full of potholes to Arivaca.
Arivaca is a quaint town settled by artists and others who want to be off the beaten path.
Arivaca never seems to change. The Gypsy restaurant had quite an eclectic group of people
there. The burger was good and it was pleasant to sit on the patio. Take a look at the murals on
the patio. The artists used old beer bottle caps to construct these masterpieces. As I was suiting
up to leave, a local woman in a beat up old car warned me to watch out for the pigs and deer as it
was hunting season and they were on the move. The road from Arivaca to the I-19 service drive is
fun. Lots of curves and few cars. All in all quite a nice ride, interesting scenery, people and places.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS

by Jon Helm
The Nominating Committee will be looking for LOE BMW R members that would like to be on
the Board. If you have any questions on the duties of any of the Board position, or to place your
name on the ballot, please contact us at officers@loebmwr.org. Some of the Board members will be
resigning or moving out of the area next year. There will also be some movement from one position
to another. If you are interested in getting involved in the Club’s leadership let us know, so we can
get you on the ballot for the elections to be held at the Traveling Breakfast on February 4, 2018.

2017 RALLY SWAG AVAILABLE

by RJ Mirabal
Didn’t make it to the rally this year, or didn’t see the cool rally shirts? Or do you just want to
support the club while getting a cool shirt? This year the short sleeves come in a distinguished
dark red and long sleeves are navy. Short sleeves are $20 and long sleeves are $25. We even
have 2016 size small shirts for $5 each. The popular rally caps come in Texas Orange and Light
Khaki for $20. Check and see if your old one is getting faded or dirty. Don’t have one? Then you
know what to do!
Contact RJ (info@loebmwr.org) to get yours. Can be mailed to you (at additional charge), or
delivered to a Sunday morning breakfast or brunch if you make arrangements.
Get your size and style before they run out!
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

JANUARY 2018
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

tables, or any advanced notice to the
restaurant. It will just be a bunch of
LOE BMW R people showing up. If you think
the weather is too bad to go then you are not
a big dog! This replaces January’s Traveling
Breakfast, be sure to check the Message
Board for up-to-the-minute news.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16

THE RALLY COMMITTEE

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

RJ plans on hitting the ground at full throttle
and start off with the first meeting at 6 pm for
dinner at Rod and Mary’s. Please RSVP Rod
at president@loebmwr.org. If you would like
to participate with the committee, please let
RJ know at rallychair@loebmwr.org. Anyone
can subscribe or unsubscribe from the
rallycommittee@loebwmr.org email address
by sending an email to that address with the
word SUBSCRIBE or UNSUBSCRIBE in the
subject line. Follow updates as rally plans
progress on the Rally section of the Forum.

MONDAY, JANUARY 1

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20

The legendary event makes its triumphant
comeback. We will meet at the Smith’s at
Centeral and Tramway. Kickstands up at
10 am. Traveling up Tramway past I-25 to
528 north to Bernallo. Look left for the Range
Cafe, it will be open on New Years Day. They
have a great breakfast or lunch. I know it is
not that far for a Sunday ride , so you have all
afternoon to make a loop.
We will not have reservations, special

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

ON ANY SUNDAY

THE BIG DOG RIDE RETURNS!

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

T

W

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4

THE PROGRESSIVE BREAKFAST

The annual Progressive Breakfast ride and
club elections will begin at 8:30 am.
Yes, this is Superbowl Sunday, but you’ll be
done with the ride and meeting in plenty of
time to participate in any Superbowl activities
you might have planned.
Stop #1 begins at 8:30 am and will include
items such as coffee, tea, juice, fruit, donuts
and other pre-breakfast type foods. This stop
will be hosted by David Holdren and Regina
Deer.
Stop #2 begins about 10 am and will
include items such things as coffee, tea, OJ
and breakfast burritos. This stop will be
hosted by David and Alison Hudson.
Stop #3 begins about 11:30 am and will
include items such as dessert, fruit, coffee,
tea, water. This stop will be hosted by Tom &
Liza Volkmann.
A club meeting and officer elections will
begin about 12:30 at Stop #3.
Breakfast Stop location addresses, maps
and more information are located at loebmwr.
org/MembersOnly/ProgressiveBreakfast.
aspx in the Members Only section of the
LOE BMW R website. You must be a paid
member and logged into the website to view
that page. Be sure to check the Message
Board for up-to-the-minute news.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

(Continued on page 5)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 8-10

CLOUDCROFT CAMP & RIDE

by Sandy & Amy Ballard
At the Lower Fir Group Campsite located
about a mile from Cloudcroft. At an elevation
of 8700 feet, it should be nice and cool so
come on out and beat the heat in the rest of
New Mexico.
As with all Camp & Rides, this is a self
supported trip which means you need to bring
your own camping gear, cooking equipment,
food and libations. Water and firewood are
available at the site, so don’t worry about that.
The club is picking up the tab for the campsite,

NATIONAL EVENTS

which has a large covered pavilion with
multiple picnic tables and will accommodate
up to 70 people. If you would rather stay in a
motel in Cloudcroft, you are welcome to join
us at the campground for social time.
Cloudcroft is about 200 miles (4
hours) from Albuquerque via Claunch and
Alamogordo. There is paved road all the
way to the campground. There are several
Riding Challenge Gold Roads in the area and
we would imagine that folks will go and ride
some of them on Saturday June 9.

FRIDAY-TUESDAY, MARCH 2-6, 2018

AUSTRALIAN I-BMW RALLY

Currently all details including detailed maps
showing the daily routes, lodging, etc... can
be found at I-BMW.com
Basically starting in the town of Tumut,
NSW, Australia on the Thursday 1st March
afternoon/night. Why those dates? Victoria
Labor Day Weekend is the following weekend
and is a bike and hotrod show in Bright, and
the World Superbikes is scheduled for the
previous weekend. This should give us the
same riding as last year which was clear roads
with the minimum of “fuzz/Leos” about.
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Starting and finishing the rally in Tumut may
present an opportunity to unload some gear
for a few days for some long distance riders,
and will also work for anyone that wants to
“trailer” their bike to the rally. The weather …
could be cold mornings and warm afternoons
like our previous rallies, could be 36 degrees
every day like the 2016 Rally. More importantly
we hope it doesn’t rain.
Motorcycle rentals are available out of
Sydney and Melbourne with quite a few
BMW’s on the menu. Costs are about $200300+ a day plus insurance, deposit etc. Be
a part of (hopefully) a new tradition … and
watch out for the ‘roos.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Loch Page
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
ACTIVITIES CZAR
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

RALLY CHAIR
RJ Mirabal
rallychair@loebmwr.org
TREASURER
Jan S.
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org
NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Sandy Ballard
Member1@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@LOEBMWR.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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Within the tech side of the motorcycle
industry, electronic suspension is
the highlight of pure innovation. A
few bikes quickly come to mind,
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GREETINGS CHALLENGE RIDERS!

by Sandy Ballard, full info at http://loebmwr.
org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=5032
The 2018 Riding Challenge will have you
rippin’ up the finest paved motorcycle roads
in New Mexico!
Each Riding Challenge entry specifies a
section of road that you must travel as well
as one or more specific locations where
you must take a photo of you, your bike and
some recognizable feature on the road. You
must ride the specified roads, not just visit
the features! Submit your photos by email to
sballard999@gmail.com.
You are not required to ride on any dirt
roads. If any road is closed due to road
construction, just take a photo of the ‘road
closed’ sign. Road closures due to inclement
weather don’t count, however. In that case
you will have to go back another day.
You don’t have to ride the same bike on
every ride. Mix and match, as you like. You
can ride the roads in whichever direction
you prefer.
The winners of the Riding Challenge will
include those folks who ride the 36 roads.
The Riding Challenge is not a race; the order
in which riders complete the Challenge is not
considered.
Have fun out there!
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KAWASAKI NINJA ZX-10R SE

including the Ducati Multistrada, Yamaha
YZF-R1M, BMW S 1000 RR, which all use
“semi-active” suspension. Basically, “semiactive” suspension self adjusts based on ride
conditions, whereas others with electronically
adjustable suspension allows riders to finetune spring preload and damping.
The ZX-10R is now offered with
electronically adjustable suspension. The
SE’s Kawasaki Electronic Control Suspension
(KECS) electronically controls a Showa
Balance Free Fork (BFF), which was derived
from World Superbike, and a Showa Balance
Free Rear Cushion (BFRC) unit out back.
The KECS arrives with three modes: road,
track and manual. Track provides more
aggressive suspension settings over road,
and in manual, riders can personal choose
between 15 rebound and compression
damping settings, all selected electronically
on the fly via the instrument panel.
The Ninja arrives with Kawasaki Quick Shift
(KQS) as standard equipment. This clutchless
system features auto-blip downshift. It also
features seven-spoke forged Marchesini
aluminum wheels. The lightweight wheels
are wrapped in Bridgestone Battlax RS10 tires.
Stopping the The Ninja ZX-10R SE is a
Brembo front braking system. This includes
the very high specification M50 aluminum
monobloc four-piston front calipers (with
30mm opposed pistons) and Brembo front
rotors. The rotors are cross-drilled and have
a circumferential groove in the outer edge to
aid heat dissipation.
Kawasaki
set the MSRP
at
$21,899,
which is $3K
more than the
track-focused
ZX-10RR.

RI
DING

full story at http://globalmoto.media/indian.htm
I highly recommend visiting the GlobalMoto site
and checking out their incisive commentary on
the problems in the motorcycle industry. It’s eye
opening! – editor
As a cinephile I am a fan of classic movies.
I can name my top ten films per decade all
the way from the Silent Era. One of the nice
things about watching classic films is seeing
the evolution of cars and bikes in action. For
example, you can see Henderson and Harley
police bikes in use when they were new in the
‘20s and ‘30s.
Cars and motorcycles initially started
together very simply as an engine with
wheels and totally open to the elements. In
the ‘30s and ‘40s people drove a lot of open
top cars too. Jumping to the ‘70s, even then
cars were quite unrefined, no one used a
seatbelt, cars had no safety features, such
as airbags or ABS and windows were almost
always kept open and you worked on your car
as you did on your bike. It was from the ‘90s
where cars began to part ways completely
from motorcycles by becoming more and
more insular and cocoon like.
Now fast-forward to today, cars and bikes
occupy totally different worlds. Cars have
become incredibly protective, loaded with
safety features, such as wraparound airbags,
proximity and lane-departure warnings, selfparking, emergency braking, very good audio
and entertainment systems and foolproof
environmental controls. This major shift
between cars and bikes may not matter to
baby boom generation but it certainly affects
the younger US generations who were driven
around in rolling fortresses with rear seat LCD
screens for games and entertainment. This
sense of long-term on-road isolation doesn’t
translate to fanaticism about motorcycles.

Adding to above there are reports that
automotive ownership will decline in coming
years as more people opt for alternative
means such as autonomous vehicles, car
sharing (Zipcar, Maven), ride sharing (such
as Uber), short term leases and month-bymonth leases.
This new month-by-month leasing trend
is already being offered by Ford, Cadillac
and Porsche. Basically the participants only
commit to one month at a time. No longterm commitment needed. So you can
drive one car for a month, then try another
for the next month and then another with
all costs covered including insurance and
maintenance, or drive the same car for many
months within mileage limits. In most cases
cars are delivered to and picked up from your
location for free. So you can order a Ford in
April, then pay more and book a Cadillac for
May and increase your budget to order a
Porsche for summer fun and go back to Ford
if you feel like saving money the following
month.
We’re in the midst of a personal
transportation revolution and the US moto
market is missing out on it.
Out of deep love for our sport and for the
industry, the Woes series was created to
help revive the US moto market and suggest
ways to reverse or at least slow down the
negative sales trend. Our Woe’s series was
launched with a real bang, an epic 5-part
Harley’s Woes article. After Harley’s Woes,
we covered MV’s Woes, Ducati. The most
recent is Indian’s Woes.
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