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60-something journalist Mike
Lafavore, who hitchhiked to San
Francisco from Portland, Maine,
and stayed in a $2-a-night hotel
in the Tenderloin district. “What
was cool was that you could join
a group of strangers anytime,
anywhere, and you knew you'd be
accepted. You only had to walk
out your door to join the fun.”

those lost days that is still quite alive in our
own community locally and throughout the
two-wheeled world.
“It was crazy, crowded and
not a little cruddy,” recalls
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Issue 9

he a arp maga zine in its l atest issue includes a fe ature
story about 1967 and the 50th anniversary of the Summer of Love. It's a great story,
illustrated by the 60's Man himself, Peter Max.

But what struck me wasn't so much the
nostalgia of those heady days of discovery and
experimentation, but the parallels between
the “hippy” mindset and what I have found in
my lifetime in the motorcycle culture. There
is much that people remember fondly from
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David’s got the riding bug
again (finally!), so we took
an exhilerating ride up to the
Crest and stopped for lunch
at Doc Long on the way
down. It was a perfect day
to sit in the shade and have
a picnic, David climbing the
trees and me the enjoying
the happiness of having the
two of us riding together
again.

I remember at the start of my riding career what a wondrous revelation it was to find that I
could walk up to any other rider on the street or truck stop and strike up a conversation. It was
like finding a family I never knew I had. For the most part everybody got along, and the dirtiest
most rough-looking Harley riders were often the most helpful and enthusiastic. Stereotypes fell
apart, except for those who joined the party to play a role they fantasized about. Those riders
tended to be short timers, you can’t ride seriously or for very long if you don’t genuinely love the
sport. And that devotion is our binding principle.

the relationships we’ve made in our own motorcycling community.
It’s there at a stoplight chatting with a rider waiting next to you, at a pullout riding through the
mountains, and every time you pass a rider you’ve never seen before and will never see again,
and wave. They know the secret you have found on the road (or in the dirt), and are sharing it
with you. With words or without.
For Jann Wenner, who cofounded Rolling Stone magazine in 1967, the
music was the catalyst for the rest of the revolution. “Rock 'n' roll was
the tribal telegraph," he says. "Ideas about the world were being shared,
and ideas about the American experience were being informally passed
around.”

In his new book In Search of the Lost Chord: 1967 and the Hippie Idea,
author Danny Goldberg interviewed dozens of people who were touched
by that summer. He found “a near universal recollection of a period of
communal sweetness. There was an instant sense of tribal intimacy one
could have even with a stranger.”

For us riding is the tribal telegraph. Today the motorcycle world is full of passionate bikers
sharing their knowledge and endlessly arguing minutiae of everything motorcycle. There are
the weekend mechanics, iron butt maniacs, wannabe racers and millions of weekend escape
artists who live for the unique freedom that travel on two wheels provides. And no matter which
classification you fall into, you can meet and discuss your passion with nearly any other rider with
little fear of judgement or rejection. They share your secret, and most are willing to be your friend,
for the moment or for as long as you ride.
David Wilson, editor

The rally culture carries on the community the kids were drawn to way back then. A big
gathering of strangers, or maybe friends who only see each other one time a year at the same
rally, all sharing that mystery that can’t really be explained: the enigma of riding. Our rally is filled
with riders who have come hundreds or thousands of miles to hang out with people they have
probably never met, secure that the other riders they meet will be friendly and excited about our
shared sport. “Kicking tires” is the euphemism we have around making new friends or deepening
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by Rick Larson, photos by Rick Larson and Jan Sands
t was Henry Ford who said, “Coming together is the
beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working
together is success.” If this is a measure of success,
then the 2017 LOE BMW R Birthday Bash was another
resounding success. This year, we were greeted with fair
weather, plentiful and wonderful food, old and new members,
and fortunately, no bears came to crash the festivities.
Steve M. and Rod G. manned the grill, turning out brats,
dogs and burgers that brought many folks back for seconds.
Home made sides, delicious chocolate chip cookies, juicy
water melon, and some lovely hummus were among the
pot luck offerings. There were even some early home grown
peaches! Mary G. and Terry R. served the birthday cake.
We are always happy to welcome new members to the
club. Among the newbies this year were Jim Roberts and his
wife, Linda as well as Humberto Martinez.
If the Birthday Bash was any indication of the LOE BMW
R Rally at Sipapu we will have lots more to tell you about in
October.
September 2017
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As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

This month’s breakfast is moving day and
location to the rally. So ride on up to Sipapu
and eat. Or go up on Friday and eat all
weekend!
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FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8-10

BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN WEEKEND

One of the finest BMW and all-brand
motorcycle rallies in the West. The Rally is
held at the Sipapu Ski & Summer Resort in
the Carson National Forest, which offers
beautiful views and awesome roads for riding!
We are planning lots of scheduled events
for 2017. We will have a special German
dinner Saturday night again this year.
The Sipapu Ski and Summer Resort is
located about 25 miles southeast of Taos
on NM 518. Rally attendees who volunteer
to work a shift will be given the option of
staying in the dorm rooms on the third floor
of the lodge.
We invite anyone interested to do some
off road riding too, lots of dual sport areas
available to check out.
Your rally registration fee entitles you to:
Free coffee, tea, and hot chocolate
available in the lodge.
Superb on-site camping.
Door prizes along with grand prizes
awarded Saturday night.
Onsite vendors.

Green Chili Friday night snack.
German cuisine prepared by authentic
German chef for Saturday night dinner.
Musical entertainment.
Bon Fire on Saturday night.
Tech sessions.
Also available on site at Sipapu:
A café and grill featuring tasty sandwiches
and New Mexican cooking.
A convenience store selling gasoline,
beverages, and a limited food selection.
Other restaurants and stores are located in
the nearby towns of Taos, Mora, and Penasco.
If lodging is full at Sipapu, check out Taos
lodging and the Sagebrush Inn.
There are lots of reasons for attending, but
perhaps the best reason of all is the people.
Begin planning for a great weekend with your
kind of people – motorcyclists!
Check the Message Board for up-to-theminute news.

T

W

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

OCTOBER
S

M

T

W

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

SMRI RACE/TRACK
SCHEDULE

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

TRACK DAYS
September 16 sponsored by PJ’s
Motorcycles
October 21
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(Continued on page 5)

RACE DAYS
September 17
October 22
Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
September 2017
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

RIDE & CAMP TO DATIL WELLS

by Sandy & Amy Ballard,
sballard999@gmail.com
Greetings Happy Camp&Riders! We are

happy to announce the second Camp&Ride of
2017! We have reserved the group campsite
at the Datil Wells Campground, the campsite
has six sheltered picnic tables, loads of tent
pads and plenty of parking for lots and lots of
motorcycles. As with all Camp & Rides, this is
a self supported trip which means you need
to bring your own camping equipment, food
and liquid refreshments. Water and firewood
are available at the site, so don’t worry about
that. The club is picking up the $30 fee for
the group campground, which includes day
use fees for everyone and their bikes.
Some area attractions include the VLA
just east of Datil on US 60 and Pie Town
which is 20 miles to the west (yay pie!).
There is also an easy, three mile hiking trail
that leaves right from the campground and

offers some lovely views of the Plains of San
Augustin and the VLA.
These Camp & Rides are a great time, as
documented by Jan, the official Camp&Ride
Photographer. To excite your enthusiasm,
here are some of Jan’s photos from the June
Camp&Ride to Rio Grande del Norte: https://
goo.gl/photos/Txrj7vu7PpMUjTJD8
If you plan to come, please let us know
so we have some idea of how many folks to
expect. But if you decide to come at the last
minute, just show up, there is plenty of room
for everyone.
There are several ways to get to Datil from
Albuquerque. The shortest is to go down I-25
to Socorro, turn west on US 60 which takes
you past the Very Large Array (VLA) and on
to Datil (140 miles; 2 hours and 20 minutes).

(Continued on page 6)
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A more scenic alternative is to go through
Mountainair to get to Socorro, which adds
about 50 miles and 1 hour and 10 minutes
to the ride. Another option is take I-40 to
Grants then go south through Quemado and
on to Datil. This route is almost 200 miles
and takes 3 hours and 10 minutes (according
to Google Maps). To get to the group site turn
south off of US 60 about a mile west of the
town of Datil. Travel about a N mile on a very
hard-packed and well maintained gravel road,
pass the entrance to the main part of the Datil
Wells Campground and find the group site a
short distance down on the left.
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(Continued from page 5)
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.

NATIONAL EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 9-15, COLORADO
OCTOBER 15-21, WOMEN’S RIDE IN
SW NEW MEXICO/SE ARIZONA
NOVEMBER 12-18, SW NEW MEXICO/
SE ARIZONA

MOTORCYCLE RELIEF PROJECT

Relief Rides are 5-day adventure bike tours
and are specifically designed to provide relief
to veterans with PTSD and other invisible
injuries. Tours include a combination of
on-road and moderate off-road riding.
Participants get to ride on some of the most
scenic two-lane roads in the country as
well as some amazing jeep trails and forest
roads. Participants must have at least a year
of experience riding motorcycles, but no

Print out and mail your rally registration today.
Or you could just go to the website and fill it
out there. Either way, be sure not to miss this
year’s grande club party! â

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
33rd Bavarian Mountain Weekend Rally
September 8th, 9th and 10th, 2017 in Sipapu, New Mexico
(on‐line registration info is available at http://www.loebmwr.org)

previous off-road experience is required.
Our rides are about getting out in nature
and enjoying scenery and camaraderie with
other riders. Our rides are not about showing
off, being competitive, or pushing the limits.
A support vehicle will carry participants’
luggage as well as food, tools, etc. Riders
who already own a dual-sport or adventure
bike are encouraged to bring their own bikes.
Riders who do not already own an adventure
bike are provided the use of a BMW GS
Adventure bike from our fleet of bikes
that includes G650GS, F650GS, F700GS,
F800GS and R1200GS models.
Accommodations will be in comfortable
lodges, where group members will be able
to unwind from the day’s adventures and join
in group discussions around the campfire or
lodge fireplace. Participants will learn simple
techniques for relaxing and dealing with
trauma that can help them better manage their
internal stress and move toward recovery.
Check out www.motorelief.org/reliefrides
for more details.

Mail‐In registration MUST be post‐marked by August 19, 2017 to be accepted
Adults $45, Children 4‐15 $25, Children under four are free.
On‐site registration at the Rally NOTE: CREDIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED ON‐SITE (ATM also available on‐site)
Adults $55, Children 4‐15 $30, Children under four are free.
To show our appreciation for those adults who attend the Rally and are under the age of 30 or are over the age
of 70, you will receive a $5 merchandise credit that can be redeemed with the purchase of any merchandise
at our on-site Rally Store. The store is located next to Rally Registration. You will receive your $5 merchandise
credit at the Registration area and you must prove your age at Registration
ROOMS - Rally attendees who volunteer to work a shift will be given the option of staying in the dorm rooms
on the third floor of the lodge. Email Rally@LOEBMWR.org for details about volunteering to work a few hours.
FLEA MARKET - everyone is welcome to bring items to sell "flea market" style. Vendors who bring several
items for sale are requested to donate a door prize or gift certificate for our Saturday night party. Contact
Rally@LOEBMWR.org for details.

DISCLAIMER (each attendee must read and sign this disclaimer)
I/we hereby waive, release and hold harmless the Land of Enchantment BMW Riders, its officers and rally organizers and
tenants of the premises from any liability from damage, loss or personal injury while traveling to and from or while
attending or participating in any activity at the Bavarian Mountain Weekend Rally or for any cause of action I now have,
or in the future, may have against them. This agreement extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assignees.

I/we have read and accept the above waiver of liability:
Attendee Name (Please Print CLEARLY)
Attendee Signature (18 and over only)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

Total Enclosed

OCD MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET

from Marc Beyer, OCD Custom Cycles
From 9am-3pm at OCD Custom Cycles, 1315
Rufina Circle Santa Fe, NM 87507

Mailing and Email Information (Please Print CLEARLY)
Name: _______________________________________________ mark box if a Vendor

or a Presenter

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

MOTORADO CLASSIC SHOW

City: ___________________________________

from Marc Beyer, OCD Custom Cycles
In the Eldorado at La Tienda. The show
doesn’t close until 3pm so people can pack
up on Sunday at Sipapu and ride down for the
show.

State:_________________

Zip:_____________

Email (please print legibly): _______________________________________________________________
Mail this registration form and a check made payable to:
LOEBMWR Rally, PO Box 92095, Albuquerque, NM 87199‐2095
For more information, check the club website at www.loebmwr.org or send an email to Rally@loebmwr.org
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Loch Page
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
ACTIVITIES CZAR
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

RALLY CHAIR
Rick Larson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org
TREASURER
Jan S.
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org
NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Sandy Ballard
Member1@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@LOEBMWR.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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by Andrew Krok, https://www.cnet.com/
roadshow/news/bmws-electric-scooteris-coming-to-the-us-but-it-wont-becheap/#ftag=CADf328eec
The BMW C Evolution electric scooter has
been on sale in Europe since 2014. Finally,
it's coming to the US, and now we know how
much it will cost.
The BMW C Evolution will go on sale in the
US for $13,750. For that price, you get the same
94-Ah batteries found in the BMW i3 city car,

SPORT RIDER CLOSES. IS PRINT
DEAD?

by Sandy Ballard
Greetings Challenge Riders, we have three
more winners! Joining John Desko and Greg
Camp in the Winners Circle are Amy and
Sandy Ballard, and Jon Helm! Amy and I made
a long foray into the southeast corner of our
lovely state over Labor Day weekend, visiting
9 museums along the way. We took 3 days
to complete the ~800 mile tour, camping at
Oasis and Brantely Lake State Parks along
the way. We also made a 3-day foray into

from http://r.gmm.globalmoto.
media/9ep1zkuvcxff.html
Not sure about you but I haven't looked at a
printed motorcycle magazine in many years,
even though I work in the industry. Having
said that, Sport Rider was my favorite US moto
rag. However, I read online motorcycle content
every single day. Therefore it's not surprising
that Bonnier decided to close Sport Rider and

HP4 RACE US PRICE. CHANGE
ENGINE 3K MILES?

from http://r.gmm.globalmoto.
media/9ep1zkuvcxff.html
BMW US proved us right by pricing the new
HP4 Race at $78K (we guessed about 80K).
However, dealer documents also show this
all-carbon exotica should get its engine
changed every 3K miles. Talk about a genuine
race bike ownership experience. Ouch!

GREETINGS CHALLENGE RIDERS!

C

G
HA
LLEN

ng
Rides
Weird
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the wilds of northeast New Mexico, visiting
museums in Clayton and Folsom along the
way. The Folsom Museum (http://www.
folsomvillage.com/folsommuseum/index.
html) sponsored a half-day trek to the Folsom
Man Archaeological Site, the place where
10,000 year old arrowheads were discovered
along with a bunch of bison bones. It was
fascinating!
For those of you waiting until the last
minute to visit all those remaining museums,
you better get on it. Only 77 days left to
this year's Riding Challenge, which ends
November 5. Remember: this year's Riding
Challenge winners will include everyone
who visits all 50 museums, but if you visit
30 museums, you will earn a coveted Riding
Challenge T-shirt and an Honorable Mention
at the Christmas Party in December.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi
to James R. and Roger L. We look forward to
seeing you at some of our club shindigs, and
in some far-off places riding your motorcycles.
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narrow their ownership of US moto magazines
to the following: Cycle World, Motorcyclist,
Hot Bike, Dirt Rider and Baggers.
Since most of us are either in front of a
computer screen, or looking at a tablet or a
phone at all hours of the day the transition
from print to online is simply unavoidable.
And this is the key reason why our concept of
Globo Moto Media eMag, of delivering only
the juiciest moto news directly to your Inbox,
is proving to be such a hit (not to mention
the Shaft – editor). Keep in mind closure of
magazines doesn't necessarily reflect the
moto industry, as it does shifting trends and
needs in how we consume news and info on
topics that interest us. Is Motorcyclist next?
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BMW'S ELECTRIC SCOOTER
IS COMING TO THE US, BUT IT
WON'T BE CHEAP

which should allow for a range of about 99
miles. With 48 horsepower and 53 pound-feet
of torque on tap, it'll hit 30 mph in 2.8 seconds
on its way to a top speed of 80 mph.
Charging is a little on the slow side. Using
your standard wall outlet, it'll take nearly eight
hours to get to 80 percent of a full charge. If
you really want to top it off at 110 volts, expect
to spend over 9 hours getting there. A 220volt outlet will speed that up to four hours
and four and a half hours, respectively.
For the scooter geeks out there: The C
Evolution features upside-down forks and
an adjustable rear shock. Up front, there are
dual floating two-piston disc brakes, with
a single disc out back, and both carry ABS.
It's a little on the heavy side, at 606 pounds
without a rider.
A $13,750 price tag would make the C
Evolution the most expensive BMW scooter
available in the US. For comparison's sake,
the C 650 Sport starts at $10,095 (with ABS),
and the C 650 GT starts at $10,595 (also
including ABS). If you want to spend more
money, you can drop $250 on heated grips,
$145 on a "comfort" seat or $395 on an alarm.
The battery is has a 5-year or 30,000-mile
warranty.

RI
DING

May your trails be crooked, winding, lonesome,
dangerous, leading to the most amazing view.
May your mountains rise into and above the
clouds.
May your rivers flow without end, meandering
through
pastoral valleys tinkling with bells,
past temples and castles and poets’ towers
into a dark primeval forest
where tigers belch and monkeys howl,
through miasmal and mysterious swamps
and down into a desert of red rock, blue mesas,
domes
and pinnacles and grottos of endless stone,
and down again into a deep vast ancient
unknown chasm
where bars of sunlight blaze on profiled cliffs,
where deer walk across the white sand beaches,
where storms come and go as lightning clangs
upon the high crags,
where something strange and more beautiful
and more full of wonder
than your deepest dreams waits for you
— beyond that next turning of the canyon walls.
– Edward Abbey
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