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t long last i’m back on two wheels, after five
long months of recovery, and I can’t be happier. It’s like water to a starving man, coffee
to a teetotaller, metaphor for the illiterate (end obscure cliché references)…

But one of the real reasons I’m so happy to be
riding again is because I could feel my driving
muscles becoming atrophied. My attention
felt dulled, sparked into awareness only by
the instances of craziness that punctuate the
driving experience these days.
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to make a left turn, then suddenly pull out
directly in front of another car. I’ve seen cars
pull out with apparent confidence that all the
other drivers will accommodate and swerve
around them. Some that dive across three
lanes of interstate traffic, then putt along in
the passing lane making a phone call. And
there was the guy I watched in my rear view
mirror, who was fixing his hair in his rear view
mirror as he plowed into me. He didn’t have

As time goes by I always think I’ve seen
every insane driving stunt there is, only
to be astonished by the new heights of
obliviousness the next day brings.
In just the last couple of weeks I’ve
watched drivers wait with no oncoming traffic
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Print out and mail your rally
registration today. Or you
could just go to the website
and fill it out there. Either
way, be sure not to miss this
year’s grande club party!

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
33rd Bavarian Mountain Weekend Rally
September 8th, 9th and 10th, 2017 in Sipapu, New Mexico
(on‐line registration info is available at http://www.loebmwr.org)
Mail‐In registration MUST be post‐marked by August 19, 2017 to be accepted
Adults $45, Children 4‐15 $25, Children under four are free.
On‐site registration at the Rally NOTE: CREDIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED ON‐SITE (ATM also available on‐site)
Adults $55, Children 4‐15 $30, Children under four are free.
To show our appreciation for those adults who attend the Rally and are under the age of 30 or are over the age
of 70, you will receive a $5 merchandise credit that can be redeemed with the purchase of any merchandise
at our on-site Rally Store. The store is located next to Rally Registration. You will receive your $5 merchandise
credit at the Registration area and you must prove your age at Registration
ROOMS - Rally attendees who volunteer to work a shift will be given the option of staying in the dorm rooms
on the third floor of the lodge. Email Rally@LOEBMWR.org for details about volunteering to work a few hours.
FLEA MARKET - everyone is welcome to bring items to sell "flea market" style. Vendors who bring several
items for sale are requested to donate a door prize or gift certificate for our Saturday night party. Contact
Rally@LOEBMWR.org for details.

DISCLAIMER (each attendee must read and sign this disclaimer)
I/we hereby waive, release and hold harmless the Land of Enchantment BMW Riders, its officers and rally organizers and
tenants of the premises from any liability from damage, loss or personal injury while traveling to and from or while
attending or participating in any activity at the Bavarian Mountain Weekend Rally or for any cause of action I now have,
or in the future, may have against them. This agreement extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assignees.

insurance, of course, but I learned a great driving tip: buy insurance and don’t pay for it. Then
you have an insurance card when you inevitably wreck, but you don’t have that pesky bill every
month. And as the police told me, “There’s nothing we can do.”
As I watched this spectacular stupidity, I reflected on my own driving skills, and noticed that
the longer I drove inside my four-wheeled living room the harder it was to pay attention to the
chaos all around me. I kept being surprised and astounded by the anarchy of our roads, and
feeling more and more inadequate to deal with it.
When I ride, riding is the only thing I do. There is only the road and controlling the bike, no
radio or phone or people or whatever other media or comfort is demanding attention. My mind
is consumed with the shifting puzzle of the road, as if I could see the patterns in the traffic before
they unfolded. I am surrounded by the milieu, and deal with it moment by moment with full
awareness and control. Inside four wheels I often feel I respond to situations rather than control
them, which is quite stressful with the wackiness of New Mexico drivers. On the bike I have a
sense of control, and am not the victim of other drivers’ absentminded meandering.
Now that I’m riding again, I can feel my driving chops being sharpened. The sixth-sense
awareness of what’s happening all around me is returning, and I feel more awake and alert. The
situation hasn’t changed, and even while riding I am aware of things that make my jaw drop, but
now I move past them and stay focused on the job of riding. That focus is one of the biggest
draws of motorcycling to me, it keeps me in the moment as well as alive on our crazy roads.
David Wilson, editor

I/we have read and accept the above waiver of liability:
Attendee Name (Please Print CLEARLY)
Attendee Signature (18 and over only)

Total Enclosed
Mailing and Email Information (Please Print CLEARLY)
Name: _______________________________________________ mark box if a Vendor

or a Presenter

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________

State:_________________

Zip:_____________

Email (please print legibly): _______________________________________________________________
Mail this registration form and a check made payable to:
LOEBMWR Rally, PO Box 92095, Albuquerque, NM 87199‐2095
For more information, check the club website at www.loebmwr.org or send an email to Rally@loebmwr.org
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RIDE

ICE CREAM
THE
by Rod Getting, pictures by Lynn Coburn and Rod Getting
the annual ice cre am ride went on this ye ar without ice cre am.
Another store closed in Glenwood, and that’s where Steve Mounce always bought
the ice cream. About 25 club members showed up to ride in western New Mexico
and eastern Arizona. Riders took off in small groups to explore places they have not
visited for awhile or revisit challenging roads. I only heard of one minor mishap with
a club member going down on a curve on the Devils Highway, #191 (formerly, and
more aptly named, Route 666). Fortunately, the only damage was a hand guard, the
rider escaped unscathed. The Catwalk and park east of Glenwood was open with
two water crossings to get to the trailhead. The second was a little over a foot deep
and 20 feet across. The canyon and river are beautiful and well worth the trip. We
took a ride to the City of Rocks State Park. Made by volcanic deposits and erosion,
the city is fascinating, and the park campground and facilities are first class. Other
riders rode as far as the New Mexico boot heel to see museums and complete the
club Rider’s Challenge – thanks to the Ballards for setting up another great challenge. On Thursday and Friday night the club enjoyed grilled burgers
and brats compliments of Steve Mounce and Robert Keen. On Saturday we enjoyed a buffet put together by a local cafe and a bonfire where we could
gather and talk about our weekend rides. The weekend was finished with riders saying their goodbyes and heading home. The last leg of the trip was
a very windy ride but well worth the trip.
June 2017
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, JUNE 3

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, JUNE 4

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

This month we’re meeting at the Greenside
Cafe in Cedar Crest. Munching begins at 9 am.
See you there. Check the Message Board for
up-to-the-minute news.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 10-11

3RD ANNUAL RIDE & CAMP AT
RIO GRANDE DEL NORTE

by Sandy & Amy Ballard, S: 505-340-6010
sballard999@gmail.com, A: 505-449-7818
amyballard542@yahoo.com
We have reserved the group campsite at La
Junta Campground, which is right out on
the point overlooking the junction of the Rio
Grande and Red Rivers (the view is stunning!).
This is a self supported trip, so bring
everything you need in the way camping gear,
food, liquid refreshments, etc. There is water
and firewood available at the campground,
so don’t worry about that. The club is picking
up the tab for the group campsite, which
includes camping and the Day Use fee for 15
vehicles.
We figure that most folks will self-organize
into groups to ride to the campground. If you
are looking to ride up in a group, respond
to the post on the Message Board and selforganization will spontaneously materialize.
If you are planning to come, please let us
know so we have some idea of how many
folks may show up. But if you decide to come
at the last minute, no problem, just show up,
there is plenty of room.
To find the campground, go north a couple
of miles from the town of Questa, NM and
turn left toward the Monument when you see
the sign. Once in the park, keep going south
until you can go south no more and you will
be at the campground.
Here is a link to more information about
the Monument: https://www.blm.gov/nm/
st/en/prog/recreation/taos/wild_rivers_
rec_area.html
We look forward to seeing you out there!
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SATURDAY, JUNE 17

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, JUNE 18

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.
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(Continued on page 5)

SMRI RACE/TRACK
SCHEDULE

J U LY

NEW RACERS SCHOOL
June 16-18
August 18-20

S

TRACK DAYS
June 17
July 23 sponsored by Team R&S
August 19 sponsored by Bobby J’s
Yamaha
September 16 sponsored by PJ’s
Motorcycles
October 21
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RACE DAYS
June 18
July 15-16
August 20
September 17
October 22
Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
June 2017
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)

NATIONAL EVENTS

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 29-JULY 2

THE BIRTHDAY PARTY

At Oak Flats, our traditional spot. Check the
Message Board for up-to-the-minute news.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8-10

BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN WEEKEND

In Sipapu, the biggest club event of the year.
Don’t miss it, or even better get involved
in the planning or as a volunteer! The most
fun you can have on two wheels. Check the
Message Board for up-to-the-minute news.

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY
I-BMW RALLY, VA

by Jerry Finley, www.pirateslair.net
Where: The Colonial House Inn and Motel in
Weston VT on Rt 100
Call (802) 824-6286 ask for Jeff or Kim
and say you’re with the I-BMW group. There
are 14 rooms of different bed and bath
arrangements – book early!
Cancelation policy is two weeks notice.
There can be a barbecue if we give notice,
Jeff does a mean pulled pork barbecue. Or if

there is interest he will come up with a dinner
menu but the restaurant isn’t normally open
for dinner.
THURSDAY-SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 28-30

DEALS GAP I-BMW RALLY, NC

by Jerry Finley, www.pirateslair.net
Where: Tapoco Lodge, near Robbinsville, NC
Reservations: Direct 800-849-2258
The Tapoco Lodge (near Robbinsville), site
of our first 9 or so DGR’s, will again host the
2017 event. Hopefully without any hurricanes
spoiling the fun. The newly renovated, upscale
Tapoco has reserved all their cabins for our
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motley group. Woohoo!! All cabins range
from $129-229 a night. Be sure to mention
i-bmw group when booking. Amber and I will
be there. Neither of us will be wearing panties.
They are taking reservations now!
Alternate Lodging in Robbinsville: Microtel
Motel or Fontana Village Resort. Closest
BMW dealer: Eurosport of Asheville, NC
Cancellation Policy: In the event of
cancellation 30 days prior to the event,
guest will be charged for one night. If the
cancellation is outside of the 30 days, there
will be no charge. This policy will be strictly
enforced in 2017 and is nonnegotiable. Savvy?
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BMW MOTORCYCLES OF THE
YEAR 2017

“Once again I am very pleased with the
outstanding result our motorcycles achieved
and would like to thank the MOTORRAD
readers warmly for their vote. Nine podium
places are a strong validation for the width
of our BMW Motorrad range”, says Stephan
Schaler, Director of BMW Motorrad in his
response to this year’s readers’ vote.
The BMW S1000RR took first place for
the third time in a row in the “Sports Bikes”
category. With 17.8 percent of the readers’
vote it prevailed over the ever stronger
competition from Italy and the Far East.
Readers once more honoured the outstanding
combination of high performance and high
riding safety.
In the “Crossover” category the BMW
S1000XR took first place with an outstanding
19.7 per cent of the votes. MOTORRAD readers
were won over by its mix of dynamic sportsoriented riding characteristics, excellent
sports touring qualities and individual design.

Atlanta in Georgia.
The New Jersey native defied all odds by
claiming third with a stock BMW S 1000 RR.
The bike had been in storage and awaiting
pickup by a friend.
The story is impressive, and is told best
from BMW HP Race Engineer Steve Weir, who
shares the backstory in one long narrative:
“I knew of two BMW racers coming to
Road Atlanta, but little did I know a third would
crawl from the darkness and propose the
unthinkable,” says Weir. “Nate approached
me after Sylvain Barrier completed qualifying
practice 2 in 6th position at a track he had
never been to. Kern had that look in his eye,
one that only a racer knows. He put his hand
on my shoulder and said, ‘Dude… I wanna
race the WERA Superbike class but I’m
gonna need your help.’ I didn’t laugh or blink
an eye because I knew he was serious, so I
asked the obvious, ‘Uhhh okay, what are you
going to ride?’
“This is the point where things got weird.
He told me about his friend Alan who bought
his bike but hadn’t picked it up. The kind of
stories we have all heard before. He would go
on to tell me the bike was in storage, wasn’t
race prepped was completely stock with
DOT tires, kickstand, horn and license plate
to boot. I went over the typical check list in
my head of race prepping a bike and the time
it would take to get it done.
“I also balanced the fact that Friday’s
WERA practice was long gone and all that was
left was Saturday’s qualifying round, which
meant he would be jumping right into the fire,
putting his head down and making something
happen, on a completely stock bike. My first
thought was good luck with that, but it’s Kern,
fully capable of stomping the competition on
an R nineT with no electronics, crazy torque
and cylinder heads that scrape the ground

BMW scored another
victory with the best
“Touring/Sports
Touring
Bike”. As in the previous
year, the R1200RS came in
first thanks to its excellent
allround qualities with
regard to dynamic riding,
sportiness and touring
suitability.
Victory number four was
the R nineT in the “Modern
Classics” category. Readers
voted in favour of the the mix
of classic design, lifestyle,
state-of-the-art technology
and sporty dynamic riding.
Top seller R1200GS/
Rallye and R1200GS Adventure narrowly
missed class victory. Due to their classification
as independent models, the GS/Rallye still
managed to take second place, followed by
the R 1200 Adventure in third place.
In the “Naked Bike” category, the BMW
R1200R was able to move up to second place.
In the the “Scooter” category, BMW achieved
another second place with the zero-emission
C-Evolution. The third place for the C650
Sport/C650GT rounds off BMW’s positive
overall performance in the urban segment.

STOCK BMW S1000RR CLAIMS
THIRD IN WERA EXPERT CLASS

from ultimatemotorcycling.com, read the whole
story there
Sometimes preparation time simply isn’t
available. But when you’re driven, nothing
can stop you. Drive is exactly what BMW
Motorsports Advisor, test rider and Boxer
Cup Champion Nate Kern has, and he took
that drive to the WERA Superbike Class in
round one of the WERA Triple Crown at Road
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when you turn. I told him I was in.
“Saturday morning came quickly and we
were back at the track with a near complete
race-prepped bike. All that was left was to
remove the head and taillight plugs, cover
them with clear plastic and put a big #8 on
the front and rear of the bike. DOT tires were
replaced with Pirelli slicks. Last, but not least,
the kickstand was safely wired into place.
“Kern was lucky to get a warm up practice
and a chance to test the changes made to the
bike. He went out for a couple of sighting laps
to get a feel for the changes, returning to hot
pit for additional preload on the front forks.
Kern told me the changes allowed him to put
the bike where he wanted it and was happy
with the direction we took. The morning was
cool and damp with high humidity and, on his
first hot lap, he matched the previous day’s
qualifying time with less effort and better feel.
Kern came back in and said, ‘I can definitely
race this…The bike is really good.’”
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Loch Page
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
ACTIVITIES CZAR
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

RALLY CHAIR
Rick Larson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org
TREASURER
Jan S.
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org
NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Sandy Ballard
Member1@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@LOEBMWR.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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1

2

3

4

5

6 7

8

�

MO R E LOE B MW R N E WS
LOE
B

G
HA
LLEN

Weird
Pces

To date, 17 Challenge Riders have made 324
rider-museum visits, and all but 5 museums
in the far northeast corner of the state have
been visited by at least two riders. John Desko
has taken the lead, having visited 42 of the 50
museums. John and Greg Camp are the only
two riders to have visited 30 or more museums,
entitling them to claim one of the coveted
Riding Challenge t-shirts (Long Rides to Weird
Places!). Several more riders are poised to
accomplish that notable achievement soon.
Riders take heart! The Riding Challenge t-shirts
have been ordered and will soon be available
at the Sandia BMW dealership.
Amy and I receive a lot of great photos
from Challenge Riders of themselves and
their bikes in front of museum signs but
Amy and I don’t get to share our photos
with anyone. Well, we want to fix that, so
here is a link to a photo album with all of
our photos in it: https://get.google.com/
albumarchive/115877859506172159022/al
bum/1QipPiXwuzB0FO1efpNqoQ9MVhC1iq
w7RIiYUyQLbw

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi
to Casey C. We look forward to seeing you at
some of our club shindigs, and in some far-off
places riding your motorcycles.
June 2017
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by Sandy Ballard
Folks took advantage of the Ice Cream Ride in
Glenwood to knock off a bunch of museums
in the western part of the state. Collectively,
John Desko, Don Cameron, Bill Olsson, Jon
Helms, Doug Guinn and Sandy and Amy
Ballard accumulated 51 rider-museum visits
to such distant locations as Rodeo, Columbus,
Silver City, Mogollon, Zuni Pueblo, Gallup,
Bloomfield, Chloride, and many more. I know
additional riders visited museums from the
Glenwood base camp but have not sent me
their photos yet.
Perhaps most notably, the Mogollon
Museum, the last unvisited museum in the
Challenge, was visited by at least 6 Riders.
This was challenging due to some muchneeded road construction which results in
the road being closed 8-5 Monday through
Saturday. Due to these difficulties, we have
relaxed the rules for what qualifies as a ‘visit’
to the Mogollon Museum. If you make a
good faith effort to get to the museum, which
means going up the road to Mogollon as far
as you consider prudent, you will get credit
for the visit. You should get at least as far as
the “Road Closed” sign about half way up.
Visiting the Ashiwi Awan Museum &
Heritage Center warrants some additional
consideration as well. The museum is
located in Zuni Pueblo and our Native
American brethren have an issue with taking
photographs in their community. For this
reason, if you visit the museum but choose
not to document your visit with a photograph,
we will accept your word that you visited the
museum; no photographs necessary.
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by Terry Rowley, webmaster
Unfortunately, we are unable to make the MB
accessible to members who are only logged
into the Website, and we are unable to make
the Website accessible to members who are
only logged into the MB.
That means you must login to the Website
to access the Members Only area and then
login separately to the MB if you want to post
messages (you don’t need to login to view
messages).
To make things a little easier you can have
the same login username and password for
the Website and the MB. This month we’ll tell
you how to change your Website username
and password.
How to Change Your Website Username
or Password
1. Go to the MB, http://www.LOEBMWR.
org/forum and click the “Login” icon in
the upper right corner of the screen2.   Log
in with your username and password (if
you’ve forgotten your username, contact
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org, the status
of your dues will be verified and you will be
advised of your username).3. You access
your profile information by clicking on the
“people icon” in the upper right corner (will
have your username under the icon), next to
the Login icon OR via the “view/change my
profile” link in the “Members’ Only” drop
down menu.a. Next, click on the “edit profile”
link buttonb. You’ll see three tabs or links
named “Manage Account”, “Manage Profile”
and “Communications” across the top of

GREETINGS CHALLENGE RIDERS!

the page which you use to review and edit
all your profile information. You’ll also see
some links on the left of the screen that will
expand to show more information when you
click on them.c. The Manage Account tab
and “Account Settings” link is where you see
“Display Name” which is your username or
login name – this is what you change if you
want a different login name. On this page you
can also update your email address when
that changes…don’t forget to click on the
blue “Update” button to save your changesd.
If you want to change your password, expand
the “Manage Password” link on the left.
Update your password and don’t forget to
click on the blue “Update” button to save
your changes. While you’re at it, why not click
on the “Manage Profile” tab near the top and
set your “Security” preferences. Remember,
your information is ONLY visible to other
current LOEBMWR members via the website
Members Only area. You might also expand
the “Name”, “Address Details”, and “Contact
Information” areas to verify it’s accuracy
and update as needed. If you have trouble
logging in to the website or have forgotten
your username or password, please email
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org requesting that
information. NOTE – we cannot provide your
password, but the website FAQ tab tells you
how to use your username to have the system
send you a password to the email address
you have in your profile. If your profile email
is no longer valid, the Webmaster can update
that in your profile so you can then recover
your password.

RI
DING

WEBSITE AND MESSAGE
BOARD (MB) USERNAMES AND
PASSWORDS
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