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Living the Big and Slow Lifestyle

B

mw ha s a r eputati o n fo r bu ildin g s leek , lith e an d qu i ck
machines. Their cars and bikes make you feel like you’re going fast before you’ve even
started moving. It’s their mindset. I’d like to talk about a different lifestyle for a bit.

I haven’t gotten aboard many Harleys, their
culture isn’t one that twigged me. But there
is something to be said about swinging a leg
over a pile of iron as big and heavy as a horse,
which also shakes like one and tends to smell
a bit like one as well.

make one my only ride, but I can certainly
see how roadtripping on such a ponderous
giant would change the experience of travel.
More leisurely for sure, a casual cruise with
perhaps a little more smelling of the flowers
and a little less focus on the skill of the ride.
These musings haven’t come from a
sudden urge to switch from the BMWLife®
to that of Harley-Davidson™, but because
my dad decided to finally downsize his huge

They’re slow and fat, drag parts with the
slightest lean. Their riding position tends to be
the same as sitting on a big recliner. But I have
to say, there is some visceral charm in that
shake and the grumble and crawling down
the road on that huge motorcycle. I wouldn’t
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The monster car on its trip to
New Mexico from Montana in
the summer of 2016. This year
Kristin and David took the living
room on wheels on a road trip
to Oregon and back by way of
Montana.

vehicle collection, and I’m the recipient of his first Cadillac (of many): a 1991 Fleetwood. I’m not
sure if it’s the Harley of cars, or if Harley is the Cadillac of motorcycles.
As four-wheelers go, it is certainly reminiscent of the Harley experience. It is monstrous, leaden,
hates to go around corners and is totally divorced from the feel of the road. It’s as close to driving
down the highway in your living room as I can imagine. It has almost no controls for ventilation
(you set the temperature and the car does the rest) or readouts for the condition of the car (just
a speedo, no tach or temperature or even much of a gas gauge to speak of). It kind of floats along
in total disconnection from the road or mechanical interaction.
It’s also a hoot to drive. It’s a quintessential lowrider: you sit in a barcolounger type seat that
adjusts in every direction down and back, with leather to the horizon and a volcanic far-off rumble
of its mammoth and very hungry engine. I’ve always cruised the drag to see, but in this car it’s
definitely about being seen. Let’s face it, that’s really what Cadillac (and Harley) are all about, and
they have their fan base nailed.
Riding a BMW compels you to conform to their theology of riding: quick and competent, with
just a bit of wind in the face and a solid nailed-to-the-road sensation. The Cadillac/Harley, on the
other hand, strongly encourages you to take things far easier. It takes a while to get up to speed,
but once you’re there it floats cloud-like until the tank is empty. Long straight roads are required.
Curves become a frightening carnival ride that threaten to bounce out of control at any moment.
Whoop-de-do hills that are rather fun on a Beemer sends the cushy suspension airborne, with
much grinding of underneath parts on landing.

But an interstate from coast to coast? It’s like sitting back to binge watch the Travel Channel,
with plenty of room to spread out and relax. The Harley’s massive seats are made for substantial
Americans, and the Caddy’s old-style bench seats are designed for three across but could easily
accommodate four. Or stretching out for a nap at a rest stop. And check out the trunk: it’s got
as much room as a one-bedroom house. You could easily pack for the eight people that would
comfortably fit in the car.
It is quaintly nostalgic in its infancy of ergonomic design. Today vehicles are like gloves you slip
into: cars are form fitting capsules that surround you with controls and cupholders everywhere
within easy reach. In this car you have to stretch across the vast dashboard to change the radio
station, or operate the cassette deck. Environmental controls require much button pushing and
predicting how the car is going to interpret what you’re trying to tell it to do. It’s got one cupholder
that fold out from inside the armrest.
Computers today anticipate everything driving related and plenty that isn’t (of course I’m sure
that none of us answer the bluetooth phone or fixate on the GPS while driving). The Caddy was
born at the dawn of digital and was state of the art before Windows 95. It sports green LCD
readouts everywhere. Except (like my late-model BMW) none of the computer information is
particularly accurate. A year later I’m still in the process of figuring out how much gas is in the
tank by averaging the four possibilities the car gives me.
And every time I sink into it’s bottomless seats I get a big nostalgic smile.
David Wilson, editor
November 2017
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Learning to Live Life Full Throttle:

Riding with a Purpose in Colombia
Move beyond our fears and selfimposed limitations to a life of
adventure, passion, and purpose.

By Mary Lou Dobbs
“Want to ride to Colombia on terrain so difficult most people won’t attempt it? We’ll carry water
filtration equipment on the back of our bikes and deliver it to the world’s most remote areas.
Sound like fun?” A phone call from my Southern California friend, Janine, was about to change my
life forever. Stunned, I paused for a moment. But deep inside I felt a curious, palpable excitement.
I hesitated for about two seconds before a resounding “Yes!” escaped my lips.
What does joining a group of motorcycle riders on a philanthropic mission have to do with
living life full throttle? As it turns out, everything! My goal in writing this article – and in signing up
for the Motorrad Angels Ride Columbia Tour – is to inspire each of us to move beyond our fears
and self-imposed limitations to a life of adventure, passion, and purpose.
Who is this exciting group? They’re called the Motorrad Angels, and they’re adventure
riders traveling the world on motorcycles to bring clean water and lifesaving medical and dental
assistance to the world’s most vulnerable communities. Motorrad is German for “motorcycle,”
and the Angels currently have chapters in 24 cities around the world. Anyone can join, and
everyone is welcome.
The concept began with Tom Palmer, an Atlanta-based adventure rider and automotive and
software entrepreneur with a vision to bring clean water to third-world countries. He gathered
a group of riders and pitched the idea to BMW Motorrad, Waves for Water, IsraAid and other
frontline organizations, and the concept became reality.

Each water filtration system costs $50.00 and serves
100 people for five to seven years. Adventure riders
serve as couriers, carrying filtration systems into local
communities and working with local leaders to help
install and maintain them. The problem? No passable
roads and very few riders willing to take on the challenge.
MY STORY
Moving past my own fears began while I was sprawled
on the floor of a motorcycle dealership, pinned under a
500-pound bike with its engine running full bore. I was in
my late 50s, and I’d always wanted to learn how to ride.
I’d accidentally removed my hand from the clutch
while in first gear, and in an instant I was slammed onto
the floor, the wind knocked out of me.
The horrified salesperson ran to my side, lifted the
beast from my body, then asked anxiously, “Do you still
want to buy the bike?”
“Absolutely!” I replied.
November 2017
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Join the
Motorrad Angels,
and together
we can ride
with purpose
while stirring our
hearts and souls.

For me, riding a motorcycle was a metaphor for moving past fear to a grander, more adventurous
life. I had the financial success and all the “stuff” I’d ever wanted, but now I wanted to experience
a truly significant, full-throttle life.
My first solo trip was to northern New Mexico. I was prepared, but the closer I got to my
departure, the more fearful and anxious I became. I worried about being alone, being stranded,
or worse – getting accosted in the middle of nowhere. I prepared for whatever challenges I might
face with a charger, a pump for the tires – and of course, pepper spray. I visualized myself as a
force majeure, and I took off.
I’d ridden about 60 miles on Highway
4 through the Jemez Pueblo of northern
New Mexico when what started as a
summer mist turned into a drenching
downpour. I decided to seek shelter and
pulled off the road to a patch of pine trees.
Not long afterward, a battered old
pickup truck pulled off the road and
parked right next to my abandoned
bike. The male driver was staring at me
intently, and the hairs on the back of my
neck started to rise.

Right then – seemingly out of nowhere – a Harley Davidson rider, with no protective gear, rode
up right next to us, stopped his bike, and dug his heels into the dirt. With his T-shirt soaked from
the storm, he took on the pelting rain and hailstones without blinking an eye or moving a muscle.
He was as still as my breath.
The suspicious-looking man in the truck soon started his engine and sputtered on down the
road. The lone biker turned his face to me, tipped his head, and rode off into the desert.
Today, I fondly remember that man as my Motorcycle Road Angel. I’m also reminded of two
very important life principles: live in the
present moment and pay it forward. When
we live anywhere but in the present, or when
we think only of ourselves, our world gets
small and our lives get predictable, and then
we hinder our ability to live life full throttle.
I hope that my trip will inspire fellow
adventure riders to join me in delivering lifesustaining equipment to communities that
desperately need it. Join the Motorrad Angels,
and together we can ride with purpose while
stirring our hearts and souls. We’re never too
old, and it’s never too late.
November 2017
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

NOVEMBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

Plan to meet about 8 am Sunday November
5th. Daylight Savings Time ends at 2 am
November 5th, remember to set your clocks
back one hour so you won’t show up an hour
early!
Milly’s is located at:
7308 Jefferson Street NE
Albuquerque, 87109
Be sure to check the Message Board for
up-to-the-minute news.

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3

The traveling breakfast is staying local this
month. We’re headed to Milly’s on Jefferson,
located between San Antonio and Paseo del
Norte.
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LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

T

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18

ON ANY SUNDAY

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

The cost for non-member adults are $20 and
children are $10, payable at the door.
Please RSVP with the number of people
attending to VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org.
Trombino’s is located at:
5415 Academy Rd. NE
Albuquerque, 87109
Hope to see everyone there!The menu will
be similar to last year’s delicious event. Don’t
miss the last big club shindig of the year!

M

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY!

from Loch Page
We’ll start at 11:30 am at Trombino’s Bistro.
The event is a buffet meal and is free for paid
members, with a cash bar. You can join the
club or renew your membership at the event.

NATIONAL EVENTS
NOVEMBER 12-18, SW NEW MEXICO/
SE ARIZONA

MOTORCYCLE RELIEF PROJECT

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.

Relief Rides are 5-day adventure bike tours
and are specifically designed to provide relief
to veterans with PTSD and other invisible
injuries. Tours include a combination of
on-road and moderate off-road riding.
Participants get to ride on some of the most
scenic two-lane roads in the country as
well as some amazing jeep trails and forest
roads. Participants must have at least a year
of experience riding motorcycles, but no
previous off-road experience is required.
Our rides are about getting out in nature
(Continued on page 6)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
November 2017
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 5)
and enjoying scenery and camaraderie with
other riders. Our rides are not about showing
off, being competitive, or pushing the limits.
A support vehicle will carry participants’
luggage as well as food, tools, etc. Riders
who already own a dual-sport or adventure
bike are encouraged to bring their own bikes.
Riders who do not already own an adventure
bike are provided the use of a BMW GS
Adventure bike from our fleet of bikes
that includes G650GS, F650GS, F700GS,
F800GS and R1200GS models.

showing the daily routes, lodging, etc... can
be found at I-BMW.com
Basically starting in the town of Tumut,
NSW, Australia on the Thursday 1st March
afternoon/night. Why those dates? Victoria
Labor Day Weekend is the following weekend
and is a bike and hotrod show in Bright, and
the World Superbikes is scheduled for the
previous weekend. This should give us the
same riding as last year which was clear roads
with the minimum of “fuzz/Leos” about.
Starting and finishing the rally in Tumut may
present an opportunity to unload some gear
for a few days for some long distance riders,

Accommodations will be in comfortable
lodges, where group members will be able
to unwind from the day’s adventures and join
in group discussions around the campfire or
lodge fireplace. Participants will learn simple
techniques for relaxing and dealing with
trauma that can help them better manage their
internal stress and move toward recovery.
Check out www.motorelief.org/reliefrides
for more details.
FRIDAY-TUESDAY, MARCH 2-6, 2018

AUSTRALIAN I-BMW RALLY

Currently all details including detailed maps

November 2017
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and will also work for anyone that wants to
“trailer” their bike to the rally. The weather …
could be cold mornings and warm afternoons
like our previous rallies, could be 36 degrees
every day like the 2016 Rally. More importantly
we hope it doesn’t rain.
Motorcycle rentals are available out of
Sydney and Melbourne with quite a few
BMW’s on the menu. Costs are about $200300+ a day plus insurance, deposit etc. Be
a part of (hopefully) a new tradition … and
watch out for the ‘roos.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Loch Page
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
ACTIVITIES CZAR
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

RALLY CHAIR
Rick Larson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org
TREASURER
Jan S.
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org
NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Sandy Ballard
Member1@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@LOEBMWR.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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GREETINGS CHALLENGE RIDERS!

by Sandy Ballard
We have another winner! Jack Dannenberg
recently completed his 50th museum visit,
becoming the eighth Challenge Rider to
achieve this remarkable feat. Way to go Jack!
Two more Riders, Doug Guinn and James
Lightfoot, visited 30 or more museums and
qualified for a Riding Challenge T-shirt.
Dick Cochran of Grants just sent me 31
museum photos, making him the 11th Rider to
qualify for a coveted Riding Challenge T-shirt.
Congratulations Dick! Dick’s 31 museums
raises the museum-rider count to a whopping
560! Way to go Challenge Riders!
All of you Challenge Rider Wannabes had
better get busy because the 2017 Riding
Challenge ends on November 5.
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Riders. A fact that not many who were in
attendance would have any reason to know
about. The Land of Enchantment BMW
Riders is a better club because of Ronnie Fry.
Ride on Ronnie Fry!

WR
M

were fortunate to have two great BMW
dealerships that were within a reasonable
distance to Albuquerque. One was Deming
Cycle Center in Deming, owned by Don
Cameron and the other was High Plains
BMW in Lubbock. At the time, these two
fine dealerships were intense but friendly
competitors. Don Cameron also supported
our club and our rally in many of the same ways
that Ronnie Fry and Jim Davidson did. I think
I can say it was the “Golden Age” of Sipapu.
Ronnie and Jim closed High Plains BMW
at about the same time Don sold Deming
Cycle Center. And from that time on, it was a
pleasure to see the personal friendship grow
between these fine men, especially when
they didn’t need to compete any longer. It
was great to see Don at the memorial service
wearing his Texas A&M shirt, which was a
big nod to our friend Ronnie Fry.
Also, a scholarship fund has been
established by family and friends at Texas
A&M in the memory of Ronnie under Ronnie’s
full (and real) name, Phillip R. Fry. Donations
in his name may be sent to this address:
Texas A & M
505 George Bush Drive
College Station, TX 77840
A memorial service was held for Ronnie in
Lubbock on Tuesday, October 10. Ironically,
the location of the service was only about
one mile from where High Plains BMW
was located. I didn’t count, but there were
well more than 200 attendees. It was very
gratifying to see several members of our club
in attendance. Near the end of the service, the
offer was made for anyone who wished, to
come forward to the microphone and speak.
I regret not doing so. I wanted to publicly
convey the tremendous contribution that this
man gave to the Land of Enchantment BMW

RI
DING

by Bill Koup
Ronnie Fry passed away October 6.
It was a great shock to most of our
old time club members and many
of the newer ones. Even though
Ronnie was from Lubbock, Texas it
is hard to think of many others who
gave such enthusiastic support to
our New Mexico club. He was a
man of great humor and integrity.
It is a huge understatement to say
that he will be greatly missed by all
who knew him.
I first met Ronnie at a gas station in Cuba,
New Mexico in 1995. My wife and I were riding
to the national rally in Durango and a fill-up
was needed. There were several other BMW
riders there at that same time, all seemed
to be from Texas. One of them, a not very
tall, stocky man with a handlebar mustache
wearing a railroad engineer’s cap sauntered
over to my wife and I for introductions.
Ronnie proceeded to tell us that he was part
owner of the new BMW dealership (High
Plains BMW) in Lubbock and that he and his
partner, Jim Davidson, along with numerous
other members of the Dustbowl Beemers
club were also on their way to Durango. At the
end of our brief conversation he looked at me
while referring to the pleasures of motorcycle
riding and said, “Man, this is more fun than
stomping baby chicks.”
Well, I’m pretty certain that Ronnie never
stomped any baby chicks, but that’s just
the kind of humor he possessed. He often
introduced himself and his lovely wife Janice,
as Rudy Bagelman and his wife Penelope.
And always with a straight face and often not

bothering to give his
real name, leaving it up
to the other person to
figure it out. Another
AKA was Trumpet
Trousers. I think can
you figure that one out.
What I really want
to convey to you about
Ronnie Fry was his
magnanimous
and
untiring support for
our club. From the
mid 1990s and into
the 2000s, he was a
mainstay at our Sipapu rally. Every year, he
and his partner, Jim Davidson, were a primary
focus at our rally. They brought brand new
test bikes for us to ride. They donated large
numbers of door prizes for our raffles. They
offered hundreds of motorcycle related
products and apparel for sale at discounted
prices. And all the while many members of our
club became close personal friends of Ronnie,
Janice K., and Jim Davidson. And this is not to
mention all the other fine Texas BMW riders
from the Dustbowl Beemers Club centered
in Lubbock. The support we have had from
these fine folks cannot be measured. To this
day, the strongest supporters of our annual
rally at Sipapu continue to be our good friends
from the Lubbock area.
Ronnie was a collector, especially of vintage
and classic BMW motorcycles, vintage
military firearms and World War II artifacts.
He never failed to show up at Sipapu without
a vintage BMW for all of us to admire. Most
of us can probably picture him riding around
the grounds with his R60/2 equipped with a
Steib sidecar offering rides.
In the 1990s, New Mexico BMW riders
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