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The Last Big Ride
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y tires were well toasted – i was hoping they still had
one good ride left in them. I had been watching them keenly and rationing my rides
knowing that the rally was right around the corner and I had to go.

Fall was coming, the best season of the year
here in New Mexico. Conditions for riding
would be ideal for another month or so,
but with my recent riding habits I knew the
best I could hope for during the fall season
would be a day trip or two. So the tires and

be an early notice of autumn, with cooler
temperatures and a frigid tinge in the air. And,
of course, what would our rally be without a
bit of rain? But there was none of that, just a
perfect day for motorcycling.
My first leg was a blast up the interstate
to Santa Fe. There was little traffic and no
wind. It was a blissful high velocity shot, a
perfect beginning to a full day of riding. The
City Different arrived before I knew it, and I

my schedule converged into the last big ride
I could hope for this year. I was glad it would
be a trip to visit some of my best friends: you
guys, the members of the LOE BMW R.
The day woke bright, clear and warm.
Often the weekend of the rally would also
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AAA STUDY REVEALS WHICH CARS ARE MOST DISTRACTING

And speaking of crazy German
computers (see my column a
couple of months ago) here is
my bike telling me it’s going to
go 265 miles on this tank of gas.
No, it’s not a Paris Dakar with a
big tank, it’s a K bike. If it gets
to 200 miles it’s a great day!

by Nathan Bomey, USA TODAY https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2017/10/05/
aaa-distracted-driving-infotainment-study/734677001/
Touch-screen systems in many new vehicles are too distracting, putting motorists at risk of
crashes, according to a new study funded by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety. The study,
conducted by researchers at the University of Utah, tested 30 vehicle infotainment systems and
found that all of them are distracting to some degree.
Distracted driving is considered a major reason why fatal crashes have increased. The number
of deadly crashes involving distracted driving jumped 8.8% to 3,477 in 2015, the latest year in
which statistics were available, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
In AAA’s study, distraction was “very high” on 12 of systems, “high” on 11 and “moderate” on
seven. None of the systems generated “low” distraction, according to the researchers. Infotainment
systems typically provide directions, music, phone capability and radio, among other options.
Jake Nelson, director of traffic safety advocacy and research at AAA, said automakers should
improve their systems by preventing people from accessing certain features while the vehicle is
in motion. “These are solvable problems,” Nelson said in a statement.
For example, 12 of the 30 vehicles allowed drivers to program directions while operating the
car. That takes an average of 40 seconds, which means that drivers travel the length of four
football fields when going 25 miles per hour. The study involved 120 drivers ages 21 to 36 testing
2017 model-year vehicles.
The most distracting infotainment systems, ranked as “very high,” were in the following:
Audi Q7 QPP
Honda Ridgeline RTL-E
Chrysler 300 C
Mazda3 Touring
Dodge Durango GT
Nissan Armada SV
Ford Mustang GT
Subaru Crosstrek Premium
GMC Yukon SLT
Tesla Model S
Honda Civic Touring
Volvo XC60 T5 Inscription

headed off into the country.
Leaving Albuquerque always brings a bit of relaxation, getting away from the city and into
the wide open spaces of New Mexico. Each mile north got a bit easier as the towns got smaller
and the open road between them longer. I took the most direct route, heading around Santa Fe,
through Española, Vellarde and up the canyon. In a bit of un-New Mexican driving, several drivers
made way for me as I surfed up the twisty canyon road. It was truly and exceptional day for riding!
After a bit of crawling through construction I made it to Taos, and headed into the forest for a
dizzying (and too short) ride to Sipapu.
Saturday’s Bavarian Mountain Weekend crowd was small and mellow, rally goers meandering
around the site taking it easy. I strolled around taking pictures and reconnecting with friends I see
way too rarely. It’s a bit like a family reunion: everybody knows each other and is genuinely happy
to see friends gathered from all corners of the country. As usual, the tremendous effort of the
rally volunteers made the event seem like it was running itself. The organizers deserve big kudos
for the work they do, it’s what makes our shindig one of the best in the country.
Too soon I had to mount up (partly to avoid the inevitable rain that looked to be moving in), and
headed back via the scenice route. The High Road was, as usual, relaxing and exhilerating at the
same time. Not wanting the experience to end, I headed down the Turquoise Trail to Albuquerque,
finally arriving home with a sore butt and a big smile.
I’m already looking forward to next year’s trip to Sipapu.
David Wilson, editor

The second-most distracting systems, ranked in the “high” category, were in the following:
Cadillac XT5 Luxury
Jeep Grand Cherokee Ltd
Chevrolet Traverse LT
Kia Sorento LX
Dodge Ram 1500
Nissan Maxima SV
Ford Fusion Titanium
Toyota Rav 4 XLE
Hyundai Sonata Base
Toyota Corolla SE
Infiniti Q50 Premium
Toyota Sienna XLE
Jeep Compass Sport
The third-most distracting systems, ranked in the “moderate” category,” were in the following:
Chevrolet Equinox LT
Toyota Camry SE
Ford F250 XLT
Toyota Corolla SE
Hyundai Santa Fe Sport
Toyota Sienna XLE
Lincoln MKC Premiere
So watch out when you’re following these cars! – ed
October 2017
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words by Amy Ballard, pictures by Rod Getting, Rick Larson, Jan Sands,
David Wilson and Mark Winslow
As September 2017 passes into memory, we can look back on another
successful Bavarian Mountain Weekend. The organizing committee’s
hard work and planning paid off with 240 attendees enjoying a beautiful
weekend in the northern New Mexico mountains. As always, there
was a jaw-dropping array of bikes, reflected in the clever design of this
year’s t-shirt, which featured BMW engines through the years. Sipapu’s
facilities were in top form, including a greatly-expanded registration area
and lounge.
Attendees were treated to fabulous entertainment in the form of
informative speakers, great music, and delicious meals, not to mention
the many excellent rides in the area. Over 70 door prizes were distributed,
adding to the fun and excitement. There was a greatly-expanded flea
market this year as well, which proved popular with the crowd. The fun continued after the rally on
Sunday for some who traveled down to Motorado in Santa Fe to cap off the weekend. Volunteers
really make the difference at this event, with many contributing long hours both before, during
and after. “Thank You!” to all the volunteers and LOE BMW R Board for your diligent work.
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR
GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY

OCTOBER
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14-15

INTERMEDIATE ADVENTURE
RIDING TRAINING COURSE

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

Do you ride a Dual Sport bike, and have off
road experience but would like to take it to
the next level? Sandia BMW Motorcycles
has teamed up with West38Moto to bring
Adventure bike training to New Mexico.
The next scheduled class is an intermediate
training session for those that have
experience or have taken a beginner off road
training class and want to take the next step
in their skills. Check out West38Moto.com
for detailed information on the class. You can
also contact Chris Bronstorp (505-600-3502,
chris.bronstorp@sandiabmw.com) at Sandia
BMW Motorcycles for information as well.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.

NATIONAL EVENTS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14

5 YEARS ON 2 WHEELS TALK AT
OCD CYCLES

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4

This month we’ll be at the Route 66 Diner, 1405
Central Ave NE in Albuquerque at 8:30am.
Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on when and where.
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SMRI RACE/TRACK
SCHEDULE
TRACK DAYS
October 21

Contact
smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-5028,
or http://www.smri-racing.org
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
October 2017
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Ed Bach is going to give a talk on his EdVentures 5 years on 2 Wheels with a slide
show at OCD Custom Cycles & Auto Repair
at 2pm. 104 countries, 235,000 + kilometers.
Come have some refreshments and
camaraderie with local riders and hear about
Ed’s adventures.

RACE DAYS
October 22

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)
OCTOBER 15-21, WOMEN’S RIDE IN
SW NEW MEXICO/SE ARIZONA
NOVEMBER 12-18, SW NEW MEXICO/
SE ARIZONA

MOTORCYCLE RELIEF PROJECT

Relief Rides are 5-day adventure bike tours
and are specifically designed to provide relief
to veterans with PTSD and other invisible
injuries. Tours include a combination of
on-road and moderate off-road riding.
Participants get to ride on some of the most
scenic two-lane roads in the country as
well as some amazing jeep trails and forest
roads. Participants must have at least a year
of experience riding motorcycles, but no
previous off-road experience is required.

Our rides are about getting out in nature
and enjoying scenery and camaraderie with
other riders. Our rides are not about showing
off, being competitive, or pushing the limits.
A support vehicle will carry participants’
luggage as well as food, tools, etc. Riders
who already own a dual-sport or adventure
bike are encouraged to bring their own bikes.
Riders who do not already own an adventure
bike are provided the use of a BMW GS
Adventure bike from our fleet of bikes
that includes G650GS, F650GS, F700GS,
F800GS and R1200GS models.
Accommodations will be in comfortable
lodges, where group members will be able
to unwind from the day’s adventures and join
in group discussions around the campfire or
lodge fireplace. Participants will learn simple

techniques for relaxing and dealing with
trauma that can help them better manage their
internal stress and move toward recovery.
Check out www.motorelief.org/reliefrides
for more details.
FRIDAY-TUESDAY, MARCH 2-6, 2018

AUSTRALIAN I-BMW RALLY

Currently all details including detailed maps
showing the daily routes, lodging, etc... can
be found at I-BMW.com
Basically starting in the town of Tumut,
NSW, Australia on the Thursday 1st March
afternoon/night. Why those dates? Victoria
Labor Day Weekend is the following weekend
and is a bike and hotrod show in Bright, and
the World Superbikes is scheduled for the
previous weekend. This should give us the
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same riding as last year which was clear roads
with the minimum of “fuzz/Leos” about.
Starting and finishing the rally in Tumut may
present an opportunity to unload some gear
for a few days for some long distance riders,
and will also work for anyone that wants to
“trailer” their bike to the rally. The weather …
could be cold mornings and warm afternoons
like our previous rallies, could be 36 degrees
every day like the 2016 Rally. More importantly
we hope it doesn’t rain.
Motorcycle rentals are available out of
Sydney and Melbourne with quite a few
BMW’s on the menu. Costs are about $200300+ a day plus insurance, deposit etc. Be
a part of (hopefully) a new tradition … and
watch out for the ‘roos.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Loch Page
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
ACTIVITIES CZAR
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

RALLY CHAIR
Rick Larson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org
TREASURER
Jan S.
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

SECRETARY
Amy Ballard
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org
NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

MEMBER AT LARGE
Sandy Ballard
Member1@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBER AT LARGE
Daniel Schrodt
Member2@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

PAST PRESIDENT
David Hudson
Past President@LOEBMWR.org

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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LOE B MW R N E WS

RIDE & CAMP TO DATIL WELL
CAMPGROUND A GREAT
SUCCESS!

GREETINGS CHALLENGE RIDERS!

by Sandy Ballard
We have two more winners! Don Cameron
visited the Folsom Museum, his 50th and
final museum of this years Riding Challenge.
Congratulations Don! Bill Olsson recently
visited the Mogollon Museum and became
the seventh Riding Challenge winner!
Bill had this to say about the road to
Mogollon: “The road is passable with a

by Sandy Ballard
Amy and I were joined by Art and Lynda Garcia,
Larry Mounger, Frank Pierce, Richard Cochran
and new member Richard Hunter for a great
weekend of riding, pie eating, camping, hiking,
camaraderie-sharing and general wilderness
frolicking. Art, Lynda, Richard, Amy and I met

C
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Weird
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street bike all the way into town. About the
last mile or so is hard packed dirt at this
time. They were just starting to oil the road,
in preparation for paving. The only thing is,
it is only open after 5:30pm or on weekends
when they are not working. Eddie, the lady
who caters our dinners, said the contractor
was paying $1500 per day fine for missing his
deadline.” Thanks for the report, Bill.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to
Joe L. Tom R. and Brian H. We look forward to
seeing you at some of our club shindigs, and
in some far-off places riding your motorcycles.
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in town and were joined en route by Frank as
we headed south on 337 toward Mountainair.
We met up with Larry in colorful Magdelena,
after which we headed west across the Plains
of San Augustin.
We encountered a bit of wind at this
point but it only heightened our already
considerable hunger for pie, which was finally
satiated at the Pie Town Cafe in world famous
Pie Town. We were joined there by Richard,
who approached from Grants by way of
Quemado. After devouring our fill of pie, we
backtracked 20 miles to the Datil Well Group
Site where we set up camp.
Some of us took a short hike on the easy
trails that leave right from the campground. As
evening approached, the wind was replaced
by “soft currents of air flowing gently over the
landscape” and finally died down altogether.
We enjoyed s’mores and tall tales around a
roaring campfire before finally retiring under
an amazing canopy of stars. The next morning
was clear and crisp but the chill was beat back
by another warming campfire.
After coffee and a hearty breakfast we all
split up and headed home our separate ways
under clear blue skies. Overall, everyone
seemed to have a rockin’ good time. Thanks
to all who joined us for a great weekend!
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by Chris Paukert, https://www.cnet.com/
roadshow/news/bmw-readying-four-doorelectric-i-concept-car-for-frankfurt-motorshow/#ftag=CAD590a51e
BMW is putting some big numbers to its
electrification efforts. At a media event in
Munich on Thursday ahead of next week’s
Frankfurt Motor Show, the automaker
announced plans to bring to market at least
25 electrified vehicles by 2025 – 13 of which
will be fully electric. The new models are
expected to be marketed through all of BMW
AG’s brands, including Mini and Rolls-Royce,
but may also include BMW Motorrad, its
motorbike division.
Most interestingly, Harald Krüger, BMW
chairman of the board, revealed Tuesday
that his company will show a four-door, pureelectric concept car in Frankfurt under its i
sub-brand. The car will be designed to slot
between its i3 electric urban runabout and
i8 plug-in hybrid sports coupe. Few concrete
details were revealed about the coming
show car, but reading between the lines,
it’s clear that BMW is incubating a Tesla
competitor – likely a rival for the Model 3.
The car’s design is expected to be influenced
by the Vision Next 100 (shown below), a
futurethink concept vehicle designed to
commemorate BMW’s centennial.
In addition to the unnamed i concept,
BMW has already confirmed plans to show
a battery-powered Mini Cooper concept in
Frankfurt, with plans for production in 2019.
BMW has also pledged to launch a batteryelectric version of its upcoming X3 compact
crossover by 2020.

But the German automaker isn’t
just pinning its future hopes on those
cars – according to Klaus Fröhlich, a BMW
board member, beginning in 2020, all new
BMW models will be developed to offer
all types of powertrains, including internal
combustion, plug-in hybrid and pure electric.
Availability of each type of propulsion
system will vary, but flexible manufacturing
and modular architectures will allow for local
demands to set what type of models will be
available. The company is focusing much of
its platform development hopes on two new
architectures, one rear-wheel-drive based
and the other front-wheel drive.
Even though some of its fourth-generation
electrification technologies have yet to hit the
market, the company says it’s already looking
forward to marketing its fifth-generation
e-powertrain hardware by 2021, which will
launch on the production version of its iNEXT
concept, which is intended to spearhead
the company’s autonomous drive efforts.
On the lower-cost end of development, the
automaker will leverage everything from 48volt systems to a new generation of plug-in
hybrid powertrain that reaches up to 100 km
(62 miles) of pure-electric range in its bid to
further green its lineup.
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BMW READYING TESLARIVALING ELECTRIC I CONCEPT
CAR
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