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These are a few of my favorite things…

L

ast month i was wondering when summer would arrive,
now I find myself waiting for monsoons to relieve the heat. The New Mexico switch has
flipped, and it is truly summer. 100 degree summer.

On the positive side, it’s been a great month
for riding, especially if the destination is the
mountains. The higher the better. It’s also
been a good month for your faithful editor,
who has actually put some miles on his
long suffering steed, and even done some

without much thought, as they guarantee to
deliver a ride that will encourage more riding.
Whetting the riding whistle.
First on the list is always Sandia Peak. Only
a few minutes away, a spin up the mountain
will clear out the cobwebs and show all the
motorcycling skills that need to be brushed up.
It’s all there in that twelve mile ride: throttle

maintenance. With the amount of riding I’ve
done of late, working on the bike doesn’t
happen very often.
To reaquaint myself with this riding thing,
I’ve been visiting my old, tried-and-true
routes. They are the ones I reach for first,
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These are a few of my favorite things: 1 Riding through the Jemez (above left) – if I did it every
week, I’d never get tired of it, the ride is just so beautiful. Valle Grande is a required stop every
time. 2 Madrid, sitting outside Java Junction watching all of the interesting people wandering past
(above right). 3 Sandia Peak (right), a never-ending thrill ride. Though for these riders (the pictures
are of two different corners) the ride combined with some unfortunate target fixation got a little too
thrilling. Try using the front brake next time!

control, body position, braking, mechanical condition of the bike – not to mention a roller coaster
thrill ride whether you wander up to the top or melt the tires on the corners. And this year, as an
extra bonus, the whole top half of the mountain has been re-paved! It’s clean, smooth, dirt-free
and more fun than you’ve ever had on New Mexico’s most famous mountain.
If I’ve got more than an hour I’ll head up to Madrid. However you pronounce it, it’s an excellent
destination for a half-day ride. The route is scenic, not very challenging, but still includes a few
fun corners. I noticed that they even put a warning to motorcyclists on one of them, though when
I see a sign like that it’s a signal to wick it up, because there’s going to be some fun coming. Even
so, on the North 14 route it’s more about enjoying the scenery while still paying attention than
preparing your knee sliders.
As evidenced by the Peak photos to the right, motorcycling is all about paying attention, and
the ride to Madrid can lull the unwary rider into a sense of complacency. They’re cruising leisurely
through the countryside when comes that one unexpected corner, and for some it’s ride over. I
once came upon that very corner and found a cruiser wedged under the guard rail, with the rider
(who I’d met at the Basic Rider Course just a few weeks earlier) trying to drag her bike back onto
the road.
Once in Madrid, my personal favorite stop is Java Junction, where I can park right outside the
front door, sit in the shade and watch all the hippy characters walk past. Did I mention their ice
cubes are made out of coffee? ‘Nuff said!
If a whole day opens up my go-to route is the Jemez mountains. This ride has it all: eye popping
scenery, exciting technical sections broken up by lazy scenic stretches to rest the squidly bones,
sporadic little towns to stop for a bite or a drink, and enough altitude to refresh any overheated

lowlander. I can’t count the number of times I’ve ridden the same route over the past 20 years,
but I love it every single time. Sometimes I think I could just sit back and the bike would follow
the route all by itself, but it’s too much fun for that. Plus, if you’re not interested in the relatively
sedate return to Albuquerque through Santa Fe you can just turn around in Los Alamos or White
Rock, and it’s a whole new journey on the way back. Of course, going the Santa Fe route offers a
bonus leg behind the Sandias, and a two-for opportunity to stop in Madrid for caffeine then head
up to the Peak to finish the day.
One of the great things about living in New Mexico is that there are so many incredible places
to go without investing an entire vacation. If you have a week off, you could spend it seeing
amazing sights without every leaving the state. But even if you have a day, or an afternoon, there
are so many places to go with spectacular motorcycling roads and scenery that people in other
parts of the country travel thousands of miles to see. We’ve got it all in an hour or two!
David Wilson, editor
July 2016
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TheIce
CreamRide
words by Jan Sands, photos by Rod Getting, Jon Helm, Steve Mounce and Jan Sands

T

he Ice Cream ride tradition to Glenwood continues! Some folks rode down on Thursday
and others on Friday. Some stayed at the White Water Motel and some stayed at Los
Olmos Cabins. Some rode Highway 191/666 in Arizona and some rode to Silver City.
A few rode to Safford, Arizona for a change of pace. Others rode to who knows where? That’s the
beauty of the Glewood ride – so much freedom to do whatever you like!
It’s always fun to see the big “Welcome BMW Motorcycle Group” sign that Los Olmos puts
up each year. And even better to see Terry
Rowley making mojitos! Breakfast at The
Golden Girls is a must, especially those
green chile biscuits!
For the second year, Eddy from Golden
Girls prepared a pulled pork dinner for
Saturday night. She outdid herself this year
by adding more savory side dishes. And
the grand hurrah – actual root beer ice
cream floats prepared by Steve Mounce
and Robert Keen. The final tradition is the
bonfire at Los Olmos where we sit around
telling lies until the chill of the evening
sends us inside our cozy cabins.
See more party pictures on page 8!
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ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, JULY 3

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

area! Stay tuned for details on one of our Big
Events of the Year.

SUNDAY, JULY 10

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9-11

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Just be a bunch of LOE BMW R people showing
up between noon and 1 pm for lunch. Check
here or on the Message Board for details.

The production is underway! Stay tuned for
details on THE Big Event of the Year.
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SATURDAY, JULY 16

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for last minute
details.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14

LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

Just be a bunch of LOE BMW R people showing
up between noon and 1 pm for lunch. Check
here or on the Message Board for details.

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY, JULY 2

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks

At Oak Flats, our favorite Monzano picnic

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

BIRTHDAY PARTY / CLUB PICNIC
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SMRI RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE
2016 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
July 16 sponsored by PJ’s Motorcycles
August 7 sponsored by Los Lunas Motorsports
September 24 sponsored by Team R&Sw
October 15 sponsored by Desert Desmo and
Speedin’ Motorsports
2016 RACE DAYS
July 17
August 21
September 25
October 16
Contact smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 6475028, or http://www.smri-racing.org
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
July 2016
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 6

July’s traveling Breakfast will commence at
the Greenside Cafe in Cedar Crest: 12165
Hwy-14N. Recommended by many is the
Hen Grenade, a New Mexican take on eggs
benedict. Check the Message Board for last
minute details.

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

THE BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND RALLY

L

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

NATIONAL EVENTS
TUESDAY-THURSDAY, JULY 5-7

76 ANNUAL MOTOR MAID
CONVENTION

In Santa Fe! There will be hundreds attending!
Check out https://www.southwestcyclegals.
com for more info!
SUNDAY-WEDNESDAY, JULY 17-20

I-BMW ROCKY MOUNTAIN RALLY

Where: Quality Inn of Gunnison
Nearest town: Gunnison, Colorado
Reservations: 970-641-1237
Our base of operations will again be the

Quality Inn of Gunnison, which is located at
400 E. Tomichi Ave (also known as U.S. 50) in
Gunnison. A block of 25 queen-sized, double,
non-smoking rooms are reserved for us under
the name “BMW Motorcycle Group.” Rate is
$95 per night plus taxes. $133 is the normal
rate and the hotel sold was out the prior 2
years. This is a 2 level motor court style hotel.
Hot breakfast is included in the rates. 2 block
walking distance from downtown main street
with many other places to get your belly full
and drink-on. Non-ethanol gas is 5 blocks
away. Walmart is 10 blocks away. Hardware
stores, auto parts, cycle sales/repair shops,
liquor store, sporting goods, campground,

train museum, college - all close by. Because
of last year’s sell-out, make your reservation
early.
THURSDAY-SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6-8

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY

Where: Tapoco Lodge
Nearest town: Robbinsville, NC
Reservations: Direct 800.849.2258
The Tapoco Lodge (near Robbinsville) site of
our first 9 or so DGR’s and last year’s rainfest
will again host the 2016 event. Hopefully
without any hurricanes spoiling the fun.
The newly renovated, upscale Tapoco has
reserved 20 cabins for our motley group and
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this year with cheaper rates. Woohoo! All
cabins for 2016 range from $159-219 a night
and many will have new hot tubs for 2016. Be
sure to mention i-BMW group when booking.
…and don’t forget…Pirates Lair will be
offering your choice of either Pirates Lair
tees or $25 gift cards to anyone who
achieves a “velocity award” while in transit
to or from DGR 2016 If we don’t reward bad
behavior, who else will?? Arrrrrrg.
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FASTEST

Release Date: 2011
Stars: Valentino Rossi, Jorge Lorenzo, Ben
Spies, narrated by Ewan McGregor
Genre: Documentary
Why to Watch: A well-made chronicle of
recent events on the Moto GP circuit with
unique insights into the personalities of the
riders and physics of the bikes.
Why not to Watch: You may try to lean your
GS 60 degrees in the corners.
Access: Available for purchase or rental on
Amazon.
Since the release in the 70s of On Any
Sunday, the motorcycle-racing movie genre
has enjoyed great popularity. There are
movies about the Isle of Man TT, Baja 500,
and histories of racing documenting the
evolution of the sport. Fastest focuses on
the top of the motorcycle racing food chain
in terms of sheer velocity and monetary

On May 28, Rod and Mary
Getting on their 1600GTL,
Douglas Rice on a R1200GSA,
and Marcella Phelps on a
F700GS rode to Los Lunas,
stopping for breakfast at
Henrietta’s. Then on to Pie
Town for New Mexico apple
pie, stopping in The Narrows
to admire the rock arch, and
back home to Albuquerque. A
splendid time was had by all.

investment: the Moto Grand Prix, or GP
circuit. Intermingling traditional footage with
Go-Pro type video clips, the viewer is treated
to a front row seat on a $10 million Yamaha
with over 200 horsepower traveling over 200
miles per hour, not always keeping the rubber
side down.
The movie focuses in part on the epic career
of Valentino Rossi, a Moto GP legend whose
career continues to the present day at the age
of 37. Rossi has won a near-record 9 Grand
Prix championships, and has charisma and
charm equal to his racing talents, though the
movie sees his crown constantly threatened
by younger riders including Jorge Lorenzo,
his teammate at Yamaha and countryman; as
well as injuries that plague all GP racers.
Ernest Hemingway said: “there are only
three sports: motor racing, bullfighting and
mountaineering; all the rest are merely
games.” Moto GP racing represents perhaps

the purest expression of motorcycle racing
and a sport of which Papa Hemingway would
certainly have approved.

F BIKE UPDATES

The 798 cc engines have been adapted to the
EU4 regulations for 2017. The visual hallmark
here is the newly designed end piece of the
stainless steel tailpipe. The HP exhaust by
Akrapovic has also been redesigned.
An electromotive throttle controller now
passes on the rider’s commands directly from
a sensor on the twist grip to the engine control
system. The result is even finer controllability
and improved response. At the same time,
this enables the new standard riding modes
“Rain” and “Road” to be used for riding on
damp or dry surfaces as well as the modes
“Enduro” and “Enduro Pro” - available as an
ex works option (for the F 800 GS / F 800
GS Adventure only) – which are designed

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi
to Mike H. We look forward to seeing you at
some of our club shindigs, and in some far-off
places riding your motorcycles.
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for lighter and more intense off-road use
respectively.
The new F bikes are fitted with newly
designed and more easily readable dials.
An additional Malfunction Indicator Light
ensures the EU4 norm is met, while the
display has been extended to include riding
mode information.
There are two additional paint finishes
for the BMW 800 GS Adventure, fitted with
new galvanised radiator trim elements, a new
intake silencer cover and a new ignition lock
casing.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
David Hudson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Bede Crawford
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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www.ocdcustomcycles.com
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More Ice Cream Ride
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