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Here’s to You, Marcelo!
M o s t  p e o p l e ,  i  e x p e c t ,  j o i n  a  c l u b  t o  f i n d  c a m e r a d e r i e 

in their chosen obsession. In mine of motorcycling, in the LOE BMW R, I have found 
some of the best and most lasting friends I’ve ever had.

And in our club, like in most, there are the 
casual members and the dedicated ones. 
They are the ones who show up to the events, 
who volunteer and contribute to keeping the 
club going, giving of themselves to build the 
friendships that make the work so rewarding.

Our club has lost one of those: Marcelo 
Vasquez. You could always rely on him 
being there, especially if there was cooking 
and eating involved (and when do we do 
anything without eating?). He was famous as 
a gourmand in our little circle of eaters, and 

could be counted on to cook up a menu that 
would make any other bike club in the world 
jealous. He wouldn’t settle for anything less 
than that.

Of course, he would arrive via the longest 
route possible aboard his BMW motorcycle, 
which makes his whole story that much 
better. He demanded quality in every aspect 
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of his life, including his dedication to the club. He had a lot of friends here with us, and I am proud 
to call myself one of them.

Marcelo didn’t mess around, and tended not to accomodate people who did. You could count 
on him to be straight up with you, not to sugar coat anything he said, and to demand the same in 
return. He was an authentic person, which is a rare thing these days. He wasn’t politically correct, 
nor was he inflammatory in a reactionary way to political correctness. He was just Marcelo, and 
that was more than good enough for us.

Here I’ll leave it to his wife Penelope and other friends in the club to celebrate the life Marcelo 
lived with so much passion and vigor. He was one of the movers and shakers, the real workers in 
the club. I will be sad not to see him out there, riding to eat with us. 

David Wilson, editor

To Marcelo’s many friends – he will want me to remember you all. Marcelo died in his sleep in the 
early hours of this morning. I shall miss him more than you can imagine. Please raise a glass to a 
wonderful man. He would Select a single malt scotch. He was a great man.
Penelope

In my mind, Marcelo was the true “Most Interesting Man in the World.” His Old World charm, great 
stories, and status as a wonderful gentleman will always remain with me. I only wish I could have 
known him better. Godspeed, Marcelo. Now you can enjoy God’s own vintage wine. Have one for us 
as we all tip a glass in memory of you. 
RJ

I could not have said it better, RJ. He will be missed!
John

Marcelo was a very good friend. He took me under his wing as a new motorcycle rider in 2007, 
mentoring me to where I rode the lower 48 within one year, Alaska the following year and 
making the top 25 in Women’s Mileage in the BMW MOA for North America. I never would have 
accomplished that without Marcelo. He had great story telling capabilities. He showed me some of 
the best countryside in our area. I enjoyed our numerous rides together. He enriched my life by leaps 
and bounds. He will be missed.
Susie

We will miss him very much. I am lifting a single malt to his memory.
Loch

He was a great gentleman – in the fullest sense of that word, and the most interesting person that 
I have ever had the privilege to meet. Among his many talents Marcelo was also an amazingly 
talented photographer. May he find good roads to ride and peaceful skies overhead on this next 
journey.
Gary & Kathy
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By Maggie Shepard / Journal Staff Writer © 2016 Albuquerque Journal, used by permission
Child abuse, sexual and physical, is so prevalent that Frank Montano doesn’t leave one of his 
Guardians of the Children motorcycle group events without at least one stranger pulling him 
to the side. They say, “Where were you when I needed you?” and you can see in their eyes, 
Montano said. Especially in the past. Families just swept it under the rug. To every one of us, it’s 
a life mission to make sure it stops. It will stop. Right here. 

Montano, more commonly known by his road name, Classic, is president of the Rio Grande 
Chapter of the Guardians, which is first an advocacy group, second a motorcycle group. The local 
group, one of 38 nationwide that has sprung up in the past 10 years, offers a unique social support 
program for victims of child abuse as they go through the court system. Leather-clad members 
often show up in pairs or in a horde at hearings, trials or at homes for meetings or safety checks. 
Local police, prosecutors and victim families credit them with providing strong support for the 
victims they take under their care.

In their black leather motorcycle vests with distinctive winged patches, they sit in courtrooms 
between a victim’s family and the family of the abuser. Often, that is the same family divided. 
Emotions run high and intimidation can be intentional. We’ll say, When you’re testifying and 
you’re scared, look at us. We’re here for you, Montano said. We don’t do fear. We just don’t. And 
it doesn’t take long for the child to start feeling that way and be empowered. 

In many cases, attorneys subpoena every family member, which means they can’t be in the 
room during the trial. That sometimes leaves a child testifying on the stand to a room filled with 
their abuser and the abuser’s supporters.

It’s not uncommon for it to split up an entire family, said Haley Murphy, assistant district 
attorney prosecuting crimes against children in Albuquerque. The rest of the family sides with 
the defendant, so sometimes you’ll have a trial or sentencing where the whole side is packed with 
people supporting the defendant and only a few the victim. It (the Guardians’ presence) gives 
them courage. 

Murphy said the group members are sensitive to being helpful and not intrusive. They care, 
she said. They are big guys and tough ladies, but I don’t think any of them are afraid to cry or 
show the love for the kids in their community, Murphy said.

ONE CALL AWAY
Guardians get involved with a case when prosecutors and police suggest a victim’s family contact 
the group. If the family requests it, Guardian members meet with the family and, together, they 
decide whether the group and the family are a good match.

If so, the group adopts the child, which to them is a serious and long-term commitment 
involving weekly check-ins and attendance through the court process and beyond, up to age 18. 
That commitment officially involves giving the child a biker vest and his or her own special road 
name, which the Guardians take as a serious vow of acceptance.

While each local member focuses on only one family, the national network of about 40 
Guardians of the Children chapters commits to help any child in need, Montano said.

“I’m one call away from having 300 or 400 people here,” Montano said. He wouldn’t give 

FE ATU RE STORY
B IKE R WITH A C AUSE

Pictured are some of the 
members of the Rio Grande 
Chapter of the Guardians 
of the Children, a child 
abuse awareness and victim 
advocacy group for child 
victims of molestation, 
abuse or neglect, after their 
January meeting. Front and 
center is Frank Montano, or 
Classic, president of the local 
chapter. (Roberto E. Rosales/
Albuquerque Journal)

BIKERS with a CAUSE

Continued on page 8
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the 
Message Board and the Calendar  on the web 
site before any event, to be apprised of any last-
minute changes. You’ll also find impromptu 
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club 
activities as they happen.

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

As always, while event information is posted 
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes, 
which will be reflected on the Message 
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board, 
the ride contact person can notify you of 
changes. Please note all rides are at the 
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are 
destination rides so each person should “ride 
their own ride” while meeting up with others 
at the various destinations of the ride. Be 
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your 
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell 
phone numbers with other ride participants 
is recommended. If you decide to drop out 
of the ride at some point during the ride, 
notifying at least one other ride participant of 
your intention to drop out will help alleviate 
unnecessary confusion or concern for your 
whereabouts. All information will be posted 
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s 
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet 
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

THE RIDING CHALLENGE IS 
UNDERWAY!
by Terry Rowley, LOE BMW R webmaster
The Riding Challenge theme is “Joy of Geology,” 
so get out there and ride your bike to some of 
the most impressive rocks in New Mexico. In 
general, you’ll qualify for visiting one of the 
locations by taking a picture of your bike in 
front of a sign for that Challenge location.

Thanks to Amy and Sandy Ballard for 
putting together this year’s Riding Challenge 
and for creating an online map showing all 

the Challenge’s geological features and brief 
details about each feature.

You have from Sunday, March 13 until 
the end of daylight savings time on Sunday 
November 6 to visit all 24 of the spectacular 
geological features around our beautiful 
state. Prizes for the winner(s) will be very, 
very impressive.

The map showing the 24 locations, can be 
viewed at https://www.google.com/maps/d/
viewer?mid=zN1JTGEFyp_Q.kk5Gb9CZncbo.

See the sights, ride safe and enjoy all that 
New Mexico has to offer!

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
SANDIA BMW COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
Check here or on the Message Board for 
details. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Just be a bunch of LOE BMW R people showing 
up between noon and 1 pm for lunch. Check 
here or on the Message Board for details.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY, MAY 5-7
THE ICE CREAM RIDE RETURNS!
Back by popular demand, we’re going back 
to scenic Glenwood, New Mexico. In keeping 
with the original concept of this event, 
attendees are advised that this is not a highly 
organized gathering. Housing is available at 
Los Olmos (575-539-2224), the Whitewater 
(575-539-2581), the Lariat Motel (575-539-
2321, after hours call 539-2566), and the 

Double T Homestead (575-539-2812). The 
pizza joint is open Thursday and Saturday, 
the general store has fossil fuel and foodstuffs 
and food and fuel are also available in nearby 
Alma. While the Crabapple Cabins are not in 
business, Jan, the owner, has assured me that 
the deck is available (complete with chairs 
and tables) for our use. Enjoy the ride!

SATURDAY, MAY 7
SANDIA BMW COFFEE
They will have coffee and breakfast snacks 
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before 
we go for a ride or whatever comes up. 

SUNDAY, MAY 8
TRAVELING BREAKFAST
At Henrietta’s Restaurant, 740 Main Street, 
Los Lunas. This was Rod’s first Traveling 
Breakfast with the club and it seemed fitting 
to go there for his first Traveling Breakfast as 
Club VP. Check the Message Board for last 
minute details. 

SUNDAY, MAY 15
LUNCH RENDEZVOUS
Just be a bunch of LOE BMW R people showing 
up between noon and 1 pm for lunch. Check 
here or on the Message Board for details.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20
BIRTHDAY PARTY / CLUB PICNIC
Stay tuned for details on one of our Big Events 
of the Year.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9-11
THE BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN 
WEEKEND RALLY
Stay tuned for details on THE Big Event of the 
Year.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

505-884-9137
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
Sandia BMW Motorcycles

SMRI RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

2016 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
April 24 sponsored by Sandia BMW 
May 7 sponsored by Moto-Authority
June 5 sponsored by Bobby J’s Yamaha
July 16 sponsored by PJ’s Motorcycles
August 7 sponsored by Los Lunas Motorsports 
September 24 sponsored by Team R&Sw
October 15 sponsored by Desert Desmo and 

Speedin’ Motorsports

2016 RACE DAYS
March 13 at Arroyo Seco
May 8
June 26
July 17
August 21

September 25
October 16

Contact smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 647-
5028, or http://www.smri-racing.org

NATIONAL EVENTS

MONDAY-FRIDAY, APRIL 11-15
TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RALLY
Location: Hwy 39 near Hunt: 22 miles from 
Hwy 83 
Where: River Inn Resort in Hunt, Texas
When: Monday thru Thursday, April 11 thru 
15 (check in Monday, check out Friday am)
Room prices: 2 bedroom - $125. / 1 
bedroom - $95. / Studio - $75. Reservation 
deadline is Feb. 16th. 2 night minimum stay. 

1-800-841-0501 or 1-830-238-4226, ask
for Cindy. 7 day cancellation policy, however
there is a $25 service charge. They all have a
refrigerator and microwave.

SUNDAY-WEDNESDAY, JULY 17-20
I-BMW ROCKY MOUNTAIN RALLY
Where: Quality Inn of Gunnison
Nearest town: Gunnison, Colorado
Reservations: 970-641-1237
Our base of operations will again be the
Quality Inn of Gunnison, which is located at
400 E. Tomichi Ave (also known as U.S. 50) in
Gunnison. A block of 25 queen-sized, double,
non-smoking rooms are reserved for us under
the name “BMW Motorcycle Group.” Rate is
$95 per night plus taxes. $133 is the normal
rate and the hotel sold was out the prior 2

years. This is a 2 l evel motor court style hotel. 
Hot breakfast is included in the rates. 2 block 
walking distance from downtown main street 
with many other places to get your belly full 
and drink-on. Non-ethanol gas is 5 blocks 
away. Walmart is 10 blocks away. Hardware 
stores, auto parts, cycle sales/repair shops, 
liquor store, sporting goods, campground, 
train museum, college - all close by. Because 
of last year’s sell-out, make your reservation 
early. 

http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=4&t=4401&p=23224
http://www.lawtigers.com
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MOVIE: GREASY HANDS 
PREACHERS
Review by Amy Ballard
Release Date: 2014
Directors: Clement Beauvais, Arthur de 
Kersausaon
Genre: Documentary
Featuring: Roland Sands, Shinya Kimura, Deus 
Ex Machina Customs, El Solitario Motorcycles
Why to Watch: Beautiful bikes, international 
hipsters, interesting cinematography, Zen 

and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance for 
the big screen.
Why not to Watch: Definitely more for the 
motorcycle-obsessed; a tad self-conscious; 
will make you want to quit your job and 
become a custom bike builder.
Access: DVD available for purchase online, 
available for rental on Amazon.

“He who works with his hands is a laborer,
He who works with his hands and his head is a 
craftsman,
He who works with his hands, his head and his 
heart is an artist.”
-St. Francis di Assissi (quoted in the film)

While trawling for interesting motorcycle 
content on Amazon this little gem caught my 
eye. Partly underwritten by BMW Motorrad, 
I initially noticed that it featured some of the 

same bike designers and builders in the very 
enjoyable video short produced for the BMW 
R Nine T roll out: Soulfuel (available on You 
Tube), including Roland Sands, the guys from 
El Solitario (Spain), and others, so I decided 
to check it out. 

The title refers to the nobility of working 
with one’s hands in a day and age when we 
tend to celebrate the white-collar pursuits 
over the blue, a theme explored throughout 
the film. What this exploration lacks in 
intellectual depth, it more than makes up for 
in communicating the soul satisfaction that 
the builders interviewed for the film get from 
their vocation via a series of vignettes ranging 
from welding in their workshops to racing at 
Bonneville and on the dirt flat tracks of So. 
Cal. If you, like me, enjoy seeing all kinds of 
bikes (Husqvarna to Harley) doing all kinds of 
things, it is worth watching for that alone.

The cinematography, shot in 16mm film, 
echoes the overall feel of the film as something 
crafted, rather than slick and perfect, like 
many of the featured bikes. In fact, one of the 
most salient messages of the movie may be 
that the imperfections characterizing a life 
spent in pursuit of one’s passions (less money, 
less societal acceptance), have far more 
value than the perfection (more traditional 
rewards) we associate with a typical job or 
career.

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to 
Tim C, Bertram K and Mark S. We look forward 
to seeing you at some of our club shindigs, and 
in some far-off places riding your motorcycles.

LOE BMW R N EWS

THE TRAVELING BREAKFAST
by Jon Helm
We had 21 eaters, Henrietta’s did a great job, 
I made sure all bikes had a Sticker. But some 
attendees had to have special vehicles…
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OFFICE R S 

INFORMATION 
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries

PRESIDENT 
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org 

VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting 
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal 
Communications@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org

RALLY CHAIR
David Hudson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

TREASURER 
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org

SECRETARY 
Bede Crawford 
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

JOIN TH E LOE BMW R

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable 
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be 
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more 
information or to pay:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders 
PO Box 92095 
Albuquerque, NM 
87199-2095

www.loebmwr.org

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
•  10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for 

BMW items
•  10% discount off entire ticket at OCD 

Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

SU BMIT TO TH E SHAF T

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures, 
gripes…we publish anything! Send your 
contributions to:

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can 
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail 
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots 
of pictures.

All stories © by the individual authors, used 
by permission.

LOE BMW R CLU B IN FO

Newsletter design and production by

david@davidwilsondesign.us
www.davidwilsondesign.us

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

http://www.loebmwr.org
mailto:membership@loebmwr.org
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:david@davidwilsondesign.us
http://www.davidwilsondesign.us
mailto:marc@ocdcustomcycles.com
http://www.ocdcustomcycles.com
http://www.loebmwr.org
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the exact number of members in the local 
group. He said that’s just not done in the 
motorcycle world. But members who show 
up to meetings regularly number about 20.

And late on Jan. 2, about 25 showed up in 
the freezing cold to help Albuquerque police 
search for 3-year-old Coraline Leon-Alcocer, 
who was in the back seat of her mom’s 
running car in a grocery store parking lot 
when a stranger jumped in and drove it away 
while her mother was just feet away filling 
up water jugs.

Montano said an Albuquerque police 
detective called and told them that a search 
was on. Within minutes, Montano called 
the group’s communication officer, who 
activated the phone chain, and the city’s 
Guardians of the Children were at the 

grocery store lot, teaming up with officers 
and combing the streets.

Coraline was found safe, albeit cold, in a 
parking lot. One of the Guardian women was 
on the scene and can be heard in police lapel 
camera audio rushing to the girl and with 
urgent motherly concern asking if she’s OK.

A SERIOUS COMMITMENT
Guardians of the Children is one of the only, 
if not the only, co-ed motorcycle group that 
gives patches to women and navigates the 
intense social rules of motorcycle culture as 
a neutral party.

Patching and receiving a road name is a 
serious commitment, Montano said, and is 
given only to people who have been involved 
in the group for at least a year and passed 
a background check to exclude sexual 
offenders.

Chapter Vice President Ernest Cuaron, 

aka Wizard, said the patched women in the 
group are some of the fiercest advocates for 
children since many of them have survived 
physical and sexual abuse as a child. Men in 
the group, too, have survived.

We know now that we’re there for you 
(the child) because no one was there for me, 
Cuaron said of some members in the group 
who have experienced abuse. His wife, a 
patched member of the group, is a survivor.

It’s a healing process for her, and she can 
sit down with these children and say, “I’ve 
been through that,”  Cuaron said.

It’s healing for the child, too, said Annette 
Lujan, mother to a girl who was adopted by 
the Guardians as she went through a trial 
against a relative on molestation charges.

The bikers met with her regularly and 
attended every hearing and day of trial, Lujan 
said. They give her a sense of safety. They’re 
super down to earth and comfortable to be 

around, she said.
And they empowered Lujan’s daughter 

to speak up, even taking child abuse as her 
platform in beauty pageants.

Back in the day, you didn’t say a word or 
you kind of pushed it under the rug – nobody 
wants to face the reality of it, but these 
people are advocating and now she (the 
daughter) is advocating, Lujan said. It’s just a 
great organization. 

Her daughter’s case ended in a conviction, 
but not all of the cases the Guardians take do.

Montano said that doesn’t matter as much 
as the child’s knowing they are loved and that 
someone is there for them. 

Our win, if you will, is they look them (the 
abuser) in the eyes and say, “You are the one 
who hurt me,” he said. “We want to be a ray 
of light that says it’s going to be OK.”

BIKERS WITH A CAUSE
Continued from page 3

Teil Plont addresses the 
January chapter meeting of 
the Guardians of the Children 
motorcycle group. The group 
advocates for child victims 
of molestation, abuse or 
neglect. (Roberto E. Rosales/
Albuquerque Journal)
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