NEWS FROM THE

Land of Enchantment
BMW Riders

IN THIS ISSUE

LOEBMWR Board Positions

2

FEATURE STORY

The Riding Challenge…the end is here  3

LOE BMW R CALENDAR

4

LOE BMW R NEWS

5
5
5
6
6

LOE BMW R CLUB INFO

7

THE REAR VIEW

8
8

The November Lunch Rendezvous
Roadgear Remains
The New 4-cylinder models
New Members

Keith’s Corner

December 2016

Volume 31

Issue 12

When You Gotta Ride, and When You Have to Ride

S

ometimes life just gets to the point when you just got ta
ride, you’ve got to get away from things and get on the road to clear your mind and
restore your soul. But for me, this wasn’t one of those times.

This was a time that our supply of vehicles
was dwindling, in fact we had our pickup
truck and our ‘97 F650, as bare bones a bike
as BMW ever made. Family duties meant that
Kristin got the truck, work commute meant
that I got the bike.

So I got quickly reacquainted with the rigors
of deep winter riding. That meant starting to
gear up 15 minutes before exit time, planning
each layer carefully, and making sure there
were no gaps for arctic air to creep in.
It also meant discovering that my “winter”
helmet, an old Schuberth S2 with really poor
ventilation, was built in 2005. Oops, guess

The other part of the story is that that was
the week that New Mexico made its sudden
flip to winter. Temperatures dropped into the
20’s at night, 40’s in the day, along with the
clouds, wind and snow our abrupt changes of
season often brings.
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(Left) The accolades
just keep on coming.
Here’s a letter
regarding the 50/50
at September’s rally
from the happy
recipient of the
donated half. Our
group can certainly
appreciate the value
of eating.

LOEBMWR BOARD
POSITIONS

that’s due for replacement. And not being able to drop $800 at a moment’s notice on a new
Schuberth I headed to Cycle Gear and got the cheapest, poorest-circulating helmet I could find.
Unfortunately, despite having pretty nonfunctioning ventilation, it also is super leaky air-wise, as
befits the cheapest helmet I could find. So though my commute is pretty short, my face seems to
be in constant danger of frostbite on these freezing winter mornings.
The F650 is kind of the mechanical version of that helmet, a very bare bones thumper meant
to introduce riders to BMW, not necessarily be a traveling machine. No heated grips, no electrical
outlet, no wind management, and a headlight that goes on and off whenever it feels like it. The
good side is that the engine heat that is so annoying in the summer is a godsend right now, and
I hug that paintshaker as best I can as I rattle down the road. I’m also far less worried about
dropping the F bike than I am the expensive K bike (which is in the shop), with it’s big bar end
weights and saddlebags the F650 wouldn’t sustain nearly as much damage in a spill.
So while I wait for my car to get fixed I live the adventurous life of a 2-wheeled Russian in Siberia,
except that he would be riding a Ural with three wheels and a sort of a fairing. I do have some
measure of pride (or insanity) being the only motorcycle on the road, with everybody looking at
me like I’m a lunatic, hunched behind the windshield like a big black leather bear looking for a
cave to hibernate in.
Soon I’ll be able to tell stories about that time I had to ride in the winter, rather than choosing
to. And picking the bike because I have to get out and clear my cluttered mind, instead of piling
on the winter gear hoping my fingers don’t freeze solid before I finally get to work.
David Wilson, editor

by Jon H, Activities Czar
At the Christmas Party this year the Nominating Committee will be asking around to fill some
openings on the LOE BMW Board. We fill the Secretary position that Bede vacated. Amy stepped
forward to help out as Secretary, so we need to fill just two.
When Rod took over as Interim President last spring he was already Membership Director.
He has since accepted the full time President position, which will leave the Membership Director
vacated. Rod has agreed to help with the details on what the duties of the Membership Director
are, and provide any help that person needs during their first year. Any questions, just contact
Rod at president@loebmwr.org
I was talking to some of our long time members about the LOE BMW R Rally at Sipapu, and it
sounds like we have been doing the rally for 35 years. Last year David H was the Rally Chairman,
and he did a wonderful job. We always have many volunteers that form a great Rally Committee to
handle most of the details, but we do need a Chairman to ride herd. Dave H at rally@loebmwr.org
has offered to help the new Chairman with the details, and any questions they may have as Rally
Chairman for the 2017 rally.
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Killbourne Hole
NM Tech
Mineral Museum
Blue Hole
Petroglyph National Monument
Cabezon
Capulin Volcano
Carlsbad Caverns
Cerillos Hills
City of Rocks
Dinosaur Tracks
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El Malpais
El Morro
Monument Rock
Pedernal
Rio Grande del Norte
Rock Hound State Park
Santa Rita Mine
Tent Rocks
Three Rivers Petroglyph Site
Truth Or Consequences
Valles Caldera
Valley of Fires
White Sands

Cool and congrats David!
Glad you’re over your broken
rib episode enough to ride
and garner another riding
challenge destination!
Terry Rowley

THE RIDING CHALLENGE…THE END IS HERE

by Sandy & Amy Ballard
The 2016 LOE BMW R Riding Challenge: The Joy of Geology, is over.
We ended up with two overall winners and 7 honorable mentions.
Awards will be distributed at the Christmas Party in December
(you’ll be there, right?).
Thanks to everyone for participating! We are already looking
forward to next year’s Challenge!
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Jack Dannenberg.................................................................................... 24
Dave Hudson.......................................................................................... 24
Bill Olsson................................................................................................ 23
Greg Camp.............................................................................................. 23
Joh Helm.................................................................................................. 23
Sandy Ballard.......................................................................................... 22
Amy Ballard............................................................................................. 22
Jan Sands.................................................................................................20
John Desko .............................................................................................20
Margaret.....................................................................................................3
Terry Rowley . ............................................................................................2
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

DECEMBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17

At David Hudson’s suggestion we have
booked Kap’s Coffee Shop Diner at 5801
Central Ave NE at 9 am. See you there!

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18

Loch, our Vice President, has announced
the following: Trombino’s on Academy NE
is back by popular demand for our annual
Club Christmas Party. The doors will open
at 11:30 am, with service starting at noon.
Trombino’s is located at the north corner of
Seagull Street and Academy, just east of San
Mateo: 5415 Academy Rd. NE, their phone
number is 505-821-5974.
Remember to send your RSVP to
vicepresident@loebmwr.org
Member couples (or member “plus one”)
are invited, extra guests are $20 each. If
you wish to bring additional guests/family
members etc. you will need to pay $20 per
adult and $10 per additional child (10 and
under), when you arrive. Be sure to include
your extra guests in your RSVP. Stay tuned for
more details on our last ride to eat event of
the year.
We are suggesting that members
bring a toy for children at UNM Children’s
Hospital as part of the Bearded Villains
toy drive. Here’s some more info on the
Bearded Villains: www.beardedvillains.com/
bearded-villains-our-club-est-2014
As of the end of November, nearly 75 club
members have RSVPed! It’s going to be a
great shindig.

Be sure to check the Message Board for upto-the-minute news on the when and the
where.

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

THE HOLIDAY PARTY
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LUNCH RENDEZVOUS

NATIONAL EVENTS
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FRIDAY-TUESDAY, MARCH 3-7, 2017

THE 3RD AUSTRALIAN
I-BMW RALLY

Starting in the town of Tumut, NSW, Australia.
Why those dates? Labor Day Weekend is the
following weekend, and there is a bike and
hotrod show in Bright. The World Superbikes
are scheduled for the previous weekend. This
should give us clear roads with the minimum
of “fuzz/Leos” about. The weather could
be cold mornings and warm afternoons like
the 2015 rally, or could be 36° every day like
the 2016 rally. More importantly, we hope it
doesn’t rain.
Motorcycle rentals are available out of
Sydney and Melbourne with quite a few
BMW’s on the menu. Costs are about $200300+ a day plus insurance, deposit etc. Be
a part of (hopefully) a new tradition…and
watch out for the ‘roos.

JANUARY 2017
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
December 2016
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

LOE B MW R N E WS
THE NOVEMBER LUNCH
RENDEZVOUS

by Terry Rowley
Eleven people showed up for lunch on a
beautiful riding day. There was great food at
O’Niell’s too.

ROADGEAR REMAINS

from blog.motorcycle.com/2016/11/14/
products/roadgear/
Once the decision was made to close Roadgear
we started running “Closing Business Sales.”
Shareholder plan was to close as soon as all
remaining inventory was liquidated.
But then something very fortuitous
happened which made us reconsider our

decision. We were amazed not only at the
number of sales but more so in the support
that was generated by customers telling us
how much they had enjoyed and benefited
from Roadgear products over the last 25
years. This really caught us off-guard.
So the good news is that Roadgear will go
through a reorganization process and reopen
for business on January 17, 2017.

(Continued on page 6)
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The year 2017 will be our 26th year of
business marketing a line of products to
motorcycling enthusiasts the world over.
Phoenix will rise from the ashes. Stay
tuned!
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The new sporty BMW 4-cylinder models.
For 2017 the supersports bike S 1000 RR, the
dynamic roadster S 1000 R and the adventure
sports model S 1000 XR have undergone a lot
of model revisions.

THE NEW BMW MOTORRAD
4-CYLINDER MODELS.

Supreme riding dynamics, athletic character
combined with maximum safety and
everyday practicality – these are the defining
characteristics of the BMW 4-cylinder models.
For the model year 2017 the supersports bike
S 1000 RR, the dynamic roadster S 1000 R and
the adventure sports model S 1000 XR have
undergone the following model revisions:
THE REVISED BMW S 1000 RR
Adaptation to EU4 requirements.
ABS Pro as a new element of the optional
equipment item “Riding Modes Pro”.
DTC as standard.
The new RR now as standard as a singleseat model with passenger seat cover. The
optional passenger package is available free
of charge as an alternative.
New colour: Granite Grey metallic/

Blackstorm metallic.
Design Option Wheels with red rim lines
now included as standard as part of the colour
concepts Racing Red non-metallic/Lightwhite
non-metallic and BMW Motorsport.

HP Shift Assistant Pro for quick shifting
up and down without clutch as an ex-works
option.
Light HP forged wheels (–2.4 kg as
compared to the standard version) as a new
optional equipment items ex works.
Design Option Wheels with red rim lines
as a new ex works option.
Multifunction instrument cluster with
improved readability and including outdoor
temperature display.
Significantly reduced fairing.
New colours: Racing Red non-metallic/
Blackstorm metallic, Catalano Grey nonmetallic and BMW Motorsport (Lupine Blue
metallic/Lightwhite
non-metallic/Racing
Red non-metallic).

THE REVISED BMW S 1000 R
Adaptation to EU4 requirements.
Output increased to 121 kW / 165 hp at
11,000 rpm (previously: 118 kW/ 160 hp).
Weight reduction by 2 kg to 205 kg DIN
unladen.
Payload increased by 2 kg.
HP titanium rear silencer as standard for
an even more potent sound and a sporty look.
Vibration-free handlebars for a further
increase in comfort.
New frame structure with lighter main
frame rear section.
ABS Pro as a new element of the optional
equipment item “Riding Modes Pro”.

THE REVISEDW BMW S 1000 XR
Adaptation to EU4 requirements.
Output increased to 121 kW / 165 hp at

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to
David L. and his new-to-him 2008 R1200GS.
We look forward to seeing you at some of our
club shindigs, and in some far-off places riding
your motorcycles.
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11,000 rpm (previously: 118 kW/ 160 hp).
Optimised vibration-free handlebars for
increased comfort.
Increase in maximum permissible weight
from 434 to 444 kg, thereby increasing
payload by 10 kg.
Well-established colour concepts Racing
Red non-metallic and Lightwhite non-metallic
/ Granite Grey metallic matt / Racing Red
non-metallic.
New colour: Ocean Blue metallic matt.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
David Hudson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Bede Crawford
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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www.ocdcustomcycles.com
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TH E R E AR VI E W
When you hop atop two wheels, the potential
for enjoyable and perhaps, not so enjoyable, surprises are awaiting everywhere. Not
only do we face the drugged / texting / angry / sick / reading / eating drivers, but there
are a myriad of non-human “close-encounters” demanding our skin, bones to break,
and bikes to damage. Surprises? How many?
Too many to count. Even with perfect roads,
something as simple as the wind, or the blast
from a passing eighteen wheeler, can do anything from a mild jar to an actual shove you
off the road get off.
Other surprises awaiting us in life? My
sister taught first grade kids in Albuquerque
for a bit over 12 years and collected a king’s
treasure of kid’s funnies worthy of print.
Kids provide their own unending surprises
no different than those afforded motorcycle
riders, with one major exception: Kids just
break our “funny bones.” An example of kid’s
surprises: during the first few days of school,
my sister would ask the kids about their
families and one little girl provided a very
unusual response. She was rather angry, and
stated “I only have one brother and one sister
and that’s all I’m ever gonna have, ‘cause my

KEITH’S CORNER
MY MOM HAD HER “BOOBS” TIED

by Keith Ingram

mom had her ‘boobs’ tied!”
Funny? No doubt! Surprising? Oh yes!
Will that reply hurt our funny bone? I hope so.
Now on the road, we have to be just
as ready for surprises as a room full of
enthusiastic first graders. However the
coming encounters often aren’t very funny.
The obvious “Ride Carefully” suggestions are
well meant, but somewhat trivial when riding
on a jam-packed interstate, or a deer and
antelope playing, rural, tree and brush lined,
hole filled, two lane road.
I’ve previously mentioned my belief in
the advantages of track days. Track days are
the undergrad school of motorcycle riding.
However, the real world is truly grad school. I
think the most threating motorcycle situation
isn’t the other drivers, but the animals which
inhabit our countryside. “Cagers” usually
come from limited directions, but animals
are as surprising as “tied boobs.” But far
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more deadly.
Need evidence? A ride almost anywhere
will provide a battlefield with of a variety
of animal remains laying by, on or near the
roadway. Their existence is the harsh and
very real evidence of being hit by something
on wheels. Being an alert rider is a terrific
defense for the surprises awaiting us the
moment we leave the driveway. Surprises
await. They can make us laugh. They can
scare us. They can hurt us. They can kill. But
it’s worth the risk. The exciting life belongs
to the risk takers. We bikers will not have to
sit on our easy chair at 90 years of age and
say “I could have done that!” We motorcycle
riders are the “Icarus” of the wheeled world.
The major difference? Those of us wanting to
survive the flight use the super glue of care,
rather than wax for protection of our feathers.
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