NEWS FROM THE

Land of Enchantment
BMW Riders

IN THIS ISSUE
FEATURE STORY

3

LOE BMW R CALENDAR

4

LOE BMW R NEWS

6

LOE BMW R CLUB INFO

7

THE REAR VIEW

8

The Bavarian Mountain Weekend

Kilbourne Becomes Legend
And the Sandia BMw Riding Challenge
New Members

More Bavarian Mountain Weekend

October 2016

Volume 31

Issue 10

The Bavarian Mountain Weekend
words by Rally Chair David Hudson, pictures by Jan Sands and David Wilson

T

he presenters’ meetings went off well in the
small Yurt next to the club cabin thanks to the fine work of Marcella Phelps. Thanks
to Paul and Vonnie Glaves and Mathew Parkhouse for their presence and always

interesting presentations. The vendors were
well attended thanks to the hard work of
Jon Helm and RJ Mirabal. The weather was
outstandingly excellent and the Germanthemed dinner served by the Sipapu staff was

Road Gear, Moto Authority and Southwest
Moto Tours, along with donations from our club
members and various motorcycle equipment
and apparel dealers. The band “AOR” from
Albuquerque made a great showing Saturday
night with some of our favorite oldies and
not so oldies with a great lead volcalist who

well received. The Watermelon Mountain Jug
Band was enjoyed by all, as was the chili snack
provided and served by Sipapu. Jon and RJ
also provided an amazing assortment of door
prizes provided by Santa Fe and Sandia BMW,
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There were bikes, there was
camping, there was beautiful
weather, fantastic riding and
delicious food. It must have
been the Bavarian Mountain
Weekend! There was also the
swan song of Roadgear (right),
one of the best motorcycle
gear producers in the business.
They’ll be closing down at
the end of the year. I looked
and looked, but couldn’t find
anything that fit – bummer.

And then there was
Jackson, age 7, who
made the journey
with his dad Jon
Robin Watkins.
Other than those few inconveniences everything went along
quite smoothly. But wait a minute, there was the coffee issue. Oh
yes, the coffee! As it turned out, Sipapu management was totally
unprepared to properly staff the making of the coffee as we had
previously arranged. Fortunately, LOE BMW R members rose to
the occasion and provided an adequate supply of fresh coffee and
plenty of hot water for hot chocolate and tea, including about 450
cups on Sunday morning for our departing guests. That was, once we got the Sipapu-provided
electric service sorted out, with the help of Marilyn and Spike, who stopped by for a short course
on “Electricity the Sipapu Way.” Many thanks to Gary Oleson, Gary and Kathy Cade, Bill Anker
and Yours Truly for attending to the coffee service, which could have been (to use a Donald
Trump oft-repeated phrase), “a disaster.”
So in spite of the adversities we faced at the physical site our club members pulled together and
made for a quite successful rally. I want to personally thank all the members who contributed to the
success. Especially Jan Sands, our Treasurer, who spent countless hours behind the registration
desk. Rod Getting, our President, who every time I looked was doing something important. And
his wife, Mary, who also spent more than her fair share at registration, along with Steve Mounce,
manning the t-shirt sales.
I apologize if I missed your name and giving you credit for your participation in assisting with
the success of the 2016 Bavarian Mountain Weekend, but you know who you are and I want you

took frequent requests from some
of our oldies, while making a second
appearance thanks to Steve Mounce
and his persistence.
The site was a mess, a combination
of a demolition zone, construction zone
and a quite successful BMW rally zone.
To begin with, the lodge roof timbers were partially in place and that entire end of the lodge was
surrounded by a six foot high chain link fence (missing only the barbed wire to make it a little
more comfy). The registration and t-shirt sales were crammed into a small corner of the corridor
between the front of the lodge (blocked off mostly by the aforementioned fencing), the west end
of the lodge building was an excavation site with no lighting and no really appropriate access to
the front of the lodge entrance. The bands were given a very small space at the lodge end of the
bridge (over troubled waters), which meant that listeners and dancers needed to use the small
amount of seating available on the narrow sidewalk directly in front of the band, or use the bridge.
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Our club members pulled together
and made for a quite successful rally.
to know that without the combined help of our loyal club members the rally would not have been the
success it was. Thank you very much. We all worked together and crated a fine event. And judging
by the complements we received at the dinner line Saturday night, no one except me noticed the
rough conditions we had to overcome. See you all next year at Sipapu 2017, with a completed lodge
building, new addition on the west side and no chain link fencing, all promised by Bruce Bolander on
Saturday afternoon.
Check out page 8 for more Sipapu sights!

October 2016

The Legendary Shaft

�

1

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

�

LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

OCTOBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message
Board. If you cannot visit the Message Board,
the ride contact person can notify you of
changes. Please note all rides are at the
individual’s own discretion and risk. These are
destination rides so each person should “ride
their own ride” while meeting up with others
at the various destinations of the ride. Be
sure you’re aware of the route and bring your
own maps/GPS to assist you. Exchanging cell
phone numbers with other ride participants
is recommended. If you decide to drop out
of the ride at some point during the ride,
notifying at least one other ride participant of
your intention to drop out will help alleviate
unnecessary confusion or concern for your
whereabouts. All information will be posted
to the Calendar page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1-2

EL MORRO CAMP & RIDE

Hello Happy Campers! Everyone is responsible
for their own food, camping equipment, liquid
libations, etc. There is no fee to visit or camp
at the Monument and the club will cover the

cost of some firewood. The road is paved all
the way to the campground. One-way travel
time is about 2 hours from Albuquerque.
For those who would like to ride out as a
group, meet at the Valero gas station at Unser
and Ladera NW, which is just north of I-40.
Meet at 9:45 am for a prompt 10 am departure.
We will ride west on I-40 to Grants (exit 81)
and then ride Highway 53 south and west
to the Monument. We will stop for lunch at
the Ancient Way Cafe in Ramah, NM, which
is just a mile or two east of the Monument.
Figure on us getting to the restaurant about
noon and the campground around 1 or 1:30.
There are some great walks/hikes at
El Morro, which you can read about here:
https://www.nps.gov/elmo/index.htm
Note the following Monument hours:
Visitor Center: 9 am to 5 pm; Trails: 9 am to 4
pm. Please plan on being here by 4 pm at the
latest to walk the trail. The entire monument,
including trails, follow the hours posted above
(presumably the campground does hot follow
those hours!).
Cheers, Sandy & Amy
sballard999 gmail; 505-340-6010
amyballard542 yahoo; 505-449-7818
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16

Check out the Message Board for the latest
and greatest about time and location.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10

THE HOLIDAY PARTY
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Trombino’s will welcome us at 11:30 am for
service at 12 noon. Cost will be $20 per plate
($10 for children). Our contact is Matt. Stay
tuned for more details on our last ride to eat
event of the year.
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SMRI RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE
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2016 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
October 15 sponsored by Desert Desmo and
Speedin’ Motorsports
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2016 RACE DAYS
October 16
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
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8:30 am at Murphy’s Mule Barn, 9700 2nd St
NW. Come with a big appetite!
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Contact smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 6475028, or http://www.smri-racing.org

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check the
Message Board and the Calendar on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

NATIONAL EVENTS
THURSDAY-SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6-8

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY

Where: Tapoco Lodge
Nearest town: Robbinsville, NC
Reservations: Direct 800.849.2258
The Tapoco Lodge (near Robbinsville) site of our
first 9 or so DGR’s and last year’s rainfest will
again host the 2016 event. Hopefully without
any hurricanes spoiling the fun. The newly
renovated, upscale Tapoco has reserved 20
cabins for our motley group and this year with
cheaper rates. Woohoo! All cabins for 2016
range from $159-219 a night and many will
have new hot tubs for 2016. Be sure to mention
i-BMW group when booking…and don’t forget…
Pirates Lair will be offering your choice of either

Pirates Lair tees or $25 gift cards to anyone
who achieves a “velocity award” while in transit
to or from DGR 2016 If we don’t reward bad
behavior, who else will?? Arrrrrrg.
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19-22

2016 MEXICAN RALLY

from Axel White
One of the big BMW Motoclubs is holding
a joint city rally in Hermosillo for two days
and then two days in Guaymas/San Carlos.
See www.motorradfederacionmexico.com.
They held some great rallies last year in the
Chiapas area and Copper Canyon. Entry is
Pesos 3600 or about USD 200. Right now
the info on the site is in Spanish but I am
sure that English will follow later. Pesos can
easily be sent to the Banorte via your bank

through a bank transfer. Use Google translate
if you need to. Accommodations are for your
account. There are lots of hotels in both
places. This is not a camping rally. I have
been to a number of these before and they
are a blast. Lots of great food and booze since
they are well sponsored by the big companies
in Mexico.
The good thing about the Sonoran location
is that no paperwork for the bikes is required.
You get a free tourist card at the border since
you will only be in country for seven days. The
only thing you will want to buy is Mexican
bike insurance for the days that you are in
Mexico. I suggest Sanborns.

THE 3RD AUSTRALIAN
I-BMW RALLY

Starting in the town of Tumut, NSW, Australia.
Why those dates? Labor Day Weekend is the
following weekend, and there is a bike and
hotrod show in Bright. The World Superbikes
are scheduled for the previous weekend. This
should give us clear roads with the minimum
of “fuzz/Leos” about. The weather could
be cold mornings and warm afternoons like
the 2015 rally, or could be 36° every day like
the 2016 rally. More importantly, we hope it
doesn’t rain.
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KILBOURNE BECOMES LEGEND

by Sandy Ballard
Kilbourned Hole has become notorious as one
of the stops on this year’s Riding Challenge. It
was included on the destination list without
the rather important information that it is
almost impassible. Of course, this only makes
the journey irresistable to our unstoppable
club riders, who have flocked down there to

challenge the now-legendary route.
On September 17, four intrepid
backcountry riders completed the arduous
journey, located just west of El Paso, not far
from the Mexican border.
David Hudson, Gary Oleson, Gary Cade and
Doug Guinn made the trip, but unfortunately,
not without mishap. Apparently Dave took
a spill and suffered a couple of broken ribs.
Hope you get better soon, Dave!

Another adventurous wanderer has
managed to complete the perilous journey.
Jack Dannenberg made it there recently and
sent the attached photos to document his
mighty achievement.
Way to go Jack!

…AND REGARDING THE SANDIA
BMW RIDING CHALLENGE…

from Drew at Sandia BMW
It has come to my attention that there is a 12
mile stretch of highway 57 that is unpaved.
As I choose these destinations for the
purpose of the challenge I go to reasonable
lengths to make sure that the route is suitable
to all of the bikes that we service, sell and
support; it appears in this case that it wasn’t
far enough. A substantial distance off of 550
is paved and back from the destination is well
paved for miles and miles but in 12 miles in
the middle isn’t paved, which is obviously a

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to
Hal B, Craig P and Carl from Medicine Wheel
Consultants. We look forward to seeing you
at some of our club shindigs, and in some faroff places riding your motorcycles.
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surprise to me. If you have already completed
this destination I am sorry and will honor the
destination.
Since I purposefully didn’t make any of the
destination GS specific it would be unfair to
make one now. I must regretfully remove this
destination from the rider challenge and only
give credit to the people that have already
accomplished the task. Please know that not
only would I not purposefully send you down
unfinished roads, I certainly wouldn’t do it
during monsoon season.
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INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
Rod Getting
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Loch Page
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
RJ Mirabal
Communications@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
David Hudson
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Bede Crawford
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

10% off BMW parts and labor!

Must present current LOEBMWR Club membership card at time of service.
Marc Beyer, Master Technician - Specializing in BMW Motorcycles,

Vintage, and Racing. Mercedes-Benz Expert.

505-428-0646
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Thanks again for putting on another great rally – with
perfect weather! How do you do manage to do that?
The Bavarian dinner was fabulous again this year. We
love it more than the previous Mexican dinners, and
hope you will continue the new tradition. How many
attended this year (243, down from last year’s 254)?
We are already looking forward to next year’s rally – at
the improved Sipapu lodge. Miss that fireplace!
Thanks again to all your team. We know you work
very hard all year long, not just at the rally, to put
together such a fun event.
Sincerely, Suzanne and Stephen Weston
October 2016
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