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ary cade and i have had the privelege of working
with a very dedicated, active Rally Committee this year to stage what promises to be one
of our best rallies.

You all know the rally supports many of the
club benefits members enjoy all year long. Of
course, dues are also an important part of
the budget, but what we do would be cut by
more than half if it were not for the rally.
But beside all that, our rally is a fun event
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by RJ Mirabal

the USA. Check out comments and positive
articles that have appeared in the major
BMW motorcycle club magazines. We have
a beautiful site, the roads (paved and dirt)
are great, we have an excellent turn-out of
vendors and door prizes, this year’s slate of
tech sessions are the best we’ve had in maybe
forever, and many friendly and interesting

for all – our guests, fellow members, and
volunteers. Your support is needed for our
rally to continue to be a success.
As a motorcycle club full of interesting
and active riders, it is our honor to host one
of the top BMW/touring rallies of the year in
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people attend.
But it can’t happen without
member support. We need
enough volunteers that everyone
can give only about 4 hours of
their time and still be able to
ride, kick tires, and soak up the
atmosphere of great little rally. It
isn’t right that a few spend many
hours keeping the rally going.
Like Uncle Sam said, “We need
you!”
Here are the top incentives
Gary has developed to reward
(4+ hour) volunteers:
1. Free lodging in bunks on the
top floor of the Lodge;
2. For the Friday morning 8am
crew, free breakfast burritos;
O
3. A special door prize drawing
F
Friday night for volunteers only; and
EN
W
M
C
4. Knowing you’ve contributed to
HANT ENT B
M
the success and fun. See the club Forum
(Scheduled Rides, Meetings & Events) for
current volunteer task needs and sign up.
If for some unavoidable reason, you can’t attend the
rally, you can still support our efforts by buying rally t-shirts and/or
caps and encourage fellow riders you know to go to our rally.
Also, please note, as a “thank you” to club members/volunteers, there will be the usual Friday
Night Club Dinner and volunteer door prizes at the club cabin starting at about 7pm. Ask, if you
don’t know where the club cabin is!
See you at Sipapu!

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
31st Bavarian Mountain Weekend Rally
September 11th, 12th and 13th, 2015 in Sipapu, New Mexico
(on‐line pre‐registration is also available at http://www.loebmwr.org)
Pre‐registration MUST be received by August 22, 2015
Adults $45, Children 4‐15 $25, Children under four are free.
On‐site registration NOTE: CREDIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED ON‐SITE (ATM also available)
Adults $55, Children 4‐15 $30, Children under four are free.
To show our appreciation for those adults who attend the Rally and are under the age of 30 or are over the age
of 70, you will receive a $5 merchandise credit that can be redeemed with the purchase of any merchandise
at our on-site Rally Store. The store is located next to Rally Registration. You will receive your $5 merchandise
credit at the Registration area and you must prove your age at Registration

FLEA MARKET - everyone is welcome to bring one or two things to sell "flea market" style. Vendors who bring
several items for sale are requested to donate a door prize or gift certificate for our Saturday night party.
Contact Rally@LOEBMWR.org for details.
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ROOMS - Rally attendees who volunteer to work a shift will be given the option of staying in the dorm rooms
on the third floor of the lodge. Email Rally@LOEBMWR.org for details about volunteering to work a few hours.

DISCLAIMER (each attendee must read and sign)
I/we hereby waive, release and hold harmless the Land of Enchantment BMW Riders, its officers and rally organizers and
tenants of the premises from any liability from damage, loss or personal injury while traveling to and from or while
attending or participating in any activity at the Bavarian Mountain Weekend Rally or for any cause of action I now have,
or in the future, may have against them. This agreement extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assignees.

2015

I/we have read and accept the waiver of liability:
Attendee Name (Please Print)

Mailing Information (Please Print)

Attendee Signature

Payment

Total Enclosed

Name: _______________________________________________Check if Vendor

or Presenter

Address: _____________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________State:________________________Zip:_____________
Email: _______________________________________________________________________
Mail this registration form and a check made payable to:
LOEBMWR Rally, PO Box 92095, Albuquerque, NM 87199‐2095
For more information, check the club website at www.loebmwr.org or send an email to Rally@loebmwr.org
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Track Day

OUR FIRST TRACK DAY OF 2015

Far left: Bill in his new ’85
leathers in 2014
Left: Doug, Bill, David
Right: David on Doug’s ‘78
Honda cafe racer

R

by Bill Ancker
etired pro racer and Club President
David Hudson, Vice-President Doug Guinn,
and wannabe racer Bill Ancker amassed 120
miles on Motiva Speedway at the June track
day sponsored by MotoAuthority. Only the
heat, wind, and dust kept them from dragging
their knees for another 60 miles, when they
packed it in after the fourth ten-lap session.
David rode his newest bike, a 2007
Kawasaki Ninja 250 that he purchased
the week before at MotoAuthority. Local
motorcycle guru Gary Oleson helped him get it track ready. David’s observations on switching
from a R1200S to the little Kawi on the track:
“It took several laps to get used to the 13,000 rev-limiter.”
“I enjoyed the leisurely journey down the straight away.”
“I can report that not everyone passed me, because during the whole day I did pass one
other bike.”
Doug was on his 1978 Honda CB550K that he built a couple years ago, painted in a sweet gold
and Harley black combo. Although it is his track bike, it is also street legal. In fact, our intrepid VP
also rode to and from the track on that ’78 cafe racer!

Bill rode his 2014 S1000RR.
While Doug had the best
vintage bike of the day, Bill had
the vintage leathers. It was a
race suit in the Italian tricolor
custom made in 1985 at Lou’s
Leathers in Kentucky, for
David Hudson when he raced
a Ducati.
Last year, when David
and Bill did their first track
day together, on an R1200S
and R1100S respectively, David took pity on his track neophyte friend and loaned Bill his old
already-been-crashed leathers. At the end of that five-session day, David told Bill, “You know,
you can keep those leathers. Somehow they became too stiff and tight for me.” In return for
his generosity, Bill promised to never embarrass David while wearing his name and riding a
motorcycle.
There are several more track days this summer and fall, don’t miss out on the opportunity to
ride in the safest place available: no cops, no cars, no stops or lights. You can test your bike’s
limits and improve your riding skills with with other riders at your skill level. And get hot, dusty,
and thirsty for no extra charge! Says David, “Try a track day…you’ll like it!”
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

SEPTEMBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

FRIDAY–SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11-13

2015 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
10/10 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque

Once again in Sipapu. Pre-registration (before
8/22): Adults $45, child 4-15 $25. Rally pins
to early registrants. Gate registration (9/1112): adults $55, child $30. Friday night green
chile stew snack and Saturday night dinner.
Live music Friday and Saturday (new band!)
evenings. Great door prizes. Tech sessions.
Wonderful mountain area riding, Santa Fe,
Taos, Las Vegas, etc. Free camping during
rally, dorm rooms only available to volunteers.
Sipapu Lodge: 1-800-587-2240. If you stay
at Sagebrush Inn in Taos, ask for rally rates:
sagebrush@newmex.com. Other Taos area
reservation assistance: http://taos.org/visit/
lodging. Club contact: Gary Cade 505-2964052. Website (online registration form
available in May): www.loebmwr.org. Email:
info@loebmwr.org or by snail mail, LOEBMWR,
PO Box 92095. Albuquerque, NM 87199.

Contact smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 6475028, or http://www.smri-racing.org

31ST BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND

“

I wouldn’t miss it and have been attending
forr years. It’s my favorite rally, even above
our BMW Colorado rally in Paonia. New
Mexico has the most beautiful blue sky
and white clouds.
Lynaire Reeh

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check out the Message Board for the time
and the place. Bring your appetite!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

Don’t forget the donuts too! Starts at 9 am.

NATIONAL EVENTS

SMRI RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE
2015 RACE DAYS
9/13 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
10/11 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque

SATURDAY–MONDAY, OCTOBER 1–4

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY,
ROBBINSVILLE, NC

The Tapoco Lodge (near Robbinsville,) site
of our first 9 or so DGR’s re-opened just
recently under new (motorcycle friendly)
management and members at I-BMW.com
have voted overwhelmingly to change venues
this year from the Fontana back to the Tapoco
(reservations 800-849-2258). The newly
renovated, upscale Tapoco has reserved 20
cabins for our motley group. No rooms in the
resort. All cabins are $189 a night. They have 2,
3, and 5 person cabins available. Reservations
at the discounted rally rate will end May 1st
and then go full metal jacket retail which is
$249 a night so book now or feel the burn of
paying full retail during peak season.
SATURDAY–MONDAY, OCTOBER 1–4

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY,
HARRISON, AR

Oktoberfest in the Ozarks’: The BMW Riders
Association Ozarks Oktoberfest in Harrison,
Arkansas. Exceptional roads and extreme
fall colors meet in the Natural State, one of
America’s best spots for riding and enjoying
outdoor life. Ride the Serpent in Arkansas.For
more information contact www.bmwra.org,
(262) 409-2899
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

LOE B MW R N E WS
ADDING AN “AVATAR” TO YOUR
MESSAGE BOARD POSTS
by Terry Rowley, Webmaster and
Message Board Administrator

What’s an Avatar?
Avatars are small, unique images a user
can associate with their Message Board
(MB) account and will then appear when
the user posts a comment to the MB. You’ve
probably seen them on various posts and
maybe wondered how you could also have
something like that displayed on your posts.
An example of an Avatar can be seen at this
link http://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.

php?f=2&t=4657&p=23812&hilit=wilson
#p23812, right side of the screen and above
the poster’s name.
An Avatar can be a cartoon character, a
picture of your bike, a picture of you…pretty
much anything so long as it is no smaller than
20x20 pixels and no larger than 80x80 pixels.
Also, the file size cannot exceed 10,000
bytes (that’s 10 Kb). These instructions
assume you have an image of some type that
is correctly sized and in one of the standard
image file formats of ‘.gif’, ‘.jpg’ or ‘.png’.
To add an Avatar to your profile that will
then display with your posts:
Step 1: Login to your Message Board (MB)
account
Step 2: Go to your User Control Panel
(UCP) by clicking the link called “User Control

Panel” near the upper left side of your MB
screen (it’s located right below the words
“Board Index”)
Step 3: On your UCP screen select
the “Profile” tab (second tab, between the
“Overview” and the “Board preferences”
tabs), located below the words “User Control
Panel”. You will now see 4 links along the
left side of the screen related to setting your
profile options
Step 4: Select the “Edit avatar” link
Step 5: You’ll need to upload an image by
clicking the “Browse” button and selecting
an image from your computer and then
selecting the “Submit” button at the bottom
of your screen. If the image size is too large,
or if the file size is too large you’ll get an error
notification telling you to find a smaller image
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or decrease the size of the one you’re trying
to upload. Edit your image to make it smaller
or Browse again to find a different image
Note: You can also link to a picture on the
web by entering the specific internet “URL”
address into the area next to the “Link offsite” section on the Edit Avatar page.
If you were successful in Step 5 you will
be taken to a screen stating “your profile has
been updated” and then taken back to the
Edit Avatar screen where Avatar image will
show as your “Current image”.
Remember, nothing is permanent – you
can always remove or change your Avatar if
you don’t like the way it looks. If you want to
replace your Avatar with a different image,
repeat Step 5 and Submit – you’ll overwrite
the pervious image. If you want no Avatar to
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display, check the “Delete image” box and
click on the “Submit” button.
You won’t see your avatar while you’re
creating your post, but it will be automatically
added when you submit a post and you’ll see
it once the post has been displayed.
That’s it – you’re done. Next time you post
you’ll see our Avatar image to the right side
of your post.

THIS ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE IS
AN EAMES LOUNGE CHAIR FOR
THE ROAD

Artful prototype bike uses iPhone instead of a
gauge cluster.
by Chris Paukert, cnet.com
The Expemotion E-Raw may be more of a
one-off kinetic sculpture than it is an attempt
at a new production electric motorcycle, but

the startlingly beautiful French two-wheeler
illustrates an important point: Breaking
away from traditional internal combustion
is amounting to a tabula rasa for motorcycle
designers.
Compact motors and reconfigurable
battery packs mean that component
placement isn’t as fixed as it is with traditional
gas bikes, and people like E-Raw designer
Martin Hulin are responding with flair.
The Expermotion’s most striking feature
is clearly its layered-wood laminate saddle,
an Eames Lounge Chair for the helmet and
leathers set. Its graceful hollow form literally
outlines that there’s no fuel tank onboard, and
the cantilevered design suggests that there’s
some built-in compliance through a passive
suspension of sorts.
Despite the handcrafted seat, the Apple

iPhone as gauge cluster and the electric
power train, the E-Raw is not so relentlessly
futuristic that it isn’t readily identifiable as
a motorcycle. Its disc brakes, standard front
fork and handlebars, along with a round
headlamp thoughtfully meld traditional and
futuristic cues.
According to Hulin, “Aesthetically, E-Raw
fits the logic of transparency and clarity. I
wanted all structuring components to be
visible in order to reveal the mechanics of the
motorcycle.”
Despite what looks to be some gravityassisted rolling footage in the video above,
the E-Raw isn’t actually powered at the
moment – its motor and battery pack are
nothing more than sculpted foam.
But this isn’t some CAD drawing, the
E-Raw exists in the real world. Hulin tells

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say
hi to Don G., Jens P. and John C. We look
forward to seeing you at some of our club
shindigs, and in some far-off places riding
your motorcycles.
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CNET, “Motorization will be the next stage.
We are looking for financing and technical
partners.”
Battery technology and specs like
acceleration times and range aren’t ironed
out yet, but more information is promised
soon. In the meantime, the video above does
a nice job of chronicling the 50 days it took to
realize E-Raw’s current state.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIRS
Gary Cade, RJ Mirabal
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Bede Crawford
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W

A motorcycle has the ability to thrill/scare/
intimidate/hurt/pleasure/reward/relieve
and a thousand other adjectives. As we ride
either on the tarmac or dirt, the bike affords
the opportunity to surprise us with many of
those mentioned. However, on most casual
rides, many of those items are rare. Possible,
but again, usually rare.
Now you can give yourself a true treat
by experiencing all of the above and several
more, all within a few minutes. I promise. The
“inquiring minds” many of us possess want an
explanation of the meaning of this “promise”.
It’s rather simple. Just take the motorcycle
of your choice and sign up for a certified
“Track Day”. There are a myriad of reasons
to do this: to increase your level of riding
expertise, to discover your latent competitive
side, and of course to give yourself a thrill not

KEITH’S CORNER
THE TRACK DAY

possible on the public roads.
The requirements are basic: a safe bike
with good tires, no fluids dripping from the
bike (the rider is not tested for this malady),
no loose items and full race suit, boots and
approved helmet. Any track day I’ve ridden
requires a one piece suit or a zip together
affair made of leather or approved synthetic
material capable of preventing the pavement
from using your epidermis as a brake pad.
Track day participants come in all ages,
educational level and sizes. If you’ve never
wiggled yourself onto a one piece leather
racing suit (with the leather just a bit thicker
and less flexible than average O” thick sheet
of marine grade plywood), you’ve missed
one of life’s true challenges. To add to the
“fun,” most track days are held in the summer,
with heat and humidity reaching the “Patent
Pending” label of most hardware store
thermometers.
If you’re like me and have reached that
“certain age” of very reduced flexibility, you
can’t put on the suit without creating a
“America’s Funniest Home Videos” $100,000
winning view as you replicate an Olympic
gymnastic routine of triple back flips, jumps
and vaults, all designed to wiggle our aging
bodies into angles not achieved since right
after the Earth cooled. It’s not a pretty sight
and you’ll really want to do this in private. But
someone’s going to watch, because you can’t
get into the leathers without help, perhaps
lots of it!
Now with the leather suit firmly zipped,
gloves shoved tight onto your hands and your
helmet tightly strapped to your head, guess
what? You have to go to the bathroom. If
this is your first track day, you’ll have to go
to the bathroom often. But once you become

by Keith Ingram

unzipped enough to actually “aim” correctly,
guess what? You can’t go! Nerves are playing
very uncomfortable games with your mind
and excretory system.
Now it’s time to hop on the bike. This is
what you paid the big bucks for, and guess
what? You discover “Interesting Point No. 1.”
You can’t flex enough to get on the bike. You
now have this funny feeling of being a knight
from the Round Table, after being dressed in
your suit of armor, you can’t even walk, much
less be agile enough to “joust” with the other
competitors.
Nothing to worry about, there are plenty
there who will help get you atop your bike.
Once on the bike, you discover “Interesting
Point No. 2:” With super protective racing
gloves, you can’t flex your fingers enough to
squeeze the clutch and brake levers. Then
it’s “Interesting Point No. 3:” You can’t flex
your feet enough to engage the foot shifter
or brake.
Ready or not, the track Chief of Race
Operations is pointing the flag at you and
it’s your turn to get in line and follow all the
other “Mark Marques Wannabes” onto the
track. Now comes ”Interesting Fact No. 4.”
Your face shield is fogging, because you are
hyperventilating with the fear and excitement
of finally getting onto the track. You search
for the “IFR” button but to your panic, you
discover there isn’t one!
Now the track boss is motioning for you to
speed up and keep the line straight and tight,

September 2015

The Legendary Shaft

�

but you’re not sure of anything other than
the repeating thought of “What am i doing
here?” After a couple of parade laps the Track
Marshall waves the big green flag at meaning
it’s time to go faster than you’ve ever ridden
ever and all you can thing is, “I gotta go pee, I
can’t move, I can’t see, I can’t feel anything but
my bursting bladder!”
The strange thing is that all these fears
quickly begin to disappear as soon as you
pass someone for the first time. Then you
pass another, you address a hot corner with
a lean angle you never dreamed you could
achieve. Now more throttle no longer brings
fear. A wave of excitement floods over you, for
you are are really racing and doing quite well!
Visions of Daytona, Road America, Sebring,
Road Atlanta and Watkins Glenn with you on
the podium began to appear in your “Walter
Mitty” state of mind. And then just as quickly
as it all started, the flagman is waving the
checkered flag, the first session is done and
you have to leave the track.
In the pits you’re speaking in tongues,
as your excitement meter (on a 10 scale) is
pegged at 12.9! You can’t even blink, your
adrenaline pressure is so great! All the fears
and doubts are gone. Now the hardest part is
waiting until your group is once again allowed
back on the track to ride some more.
Welcome to the world of the Track Day.
Be ready to sleep little tonight, for while the
physical racing is over, the reliving and mental
racing is difficult to switch to off!
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