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Riding Challenge: Forts on the Rio Grande

M

ost of the forts built in south centr al new me xico
were scattered along the Rio Grande. In 1851 Ft. Fillmore was established on the
east bank of the river, south of the present day town of Las Cruces, to secure the.

international border since the war with Mexico
had ended just a few years earlier. It was also
a base of operations against the Chiricahua
and Mescalero Apaches. It was occupied by
both Union and Confederate soldiers in the
civil war before it was abandoned in 1862.

2

3

by Gary Cade

to accept the remains of the fort from the
Salopek family for creation of a state park
they buried it under a pecan grove on their
property and it is now closed to the public.
The closest anyone can get is about a quarter
mile west of the site at mile marker 147 on
I-10. At the junction of Ft. Fillmore road and
NM 478 (South Main) the fort’s location is

Among the early soldiers who served there
was Captain George Pickett. He would later
become known for leading the charge up
Cemetery Ridge in the Battle at Gettysburg
where Confederate soldiers suffered greater
than 50% losses. After the state refused
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about a mile to the east.
The next fort going up the
river is Ft. Selden, established
in 1865 to protect travelers of
the Jornada del Muerto. In 1884
Captain Arthur MacArthur was
posted there and brought his
family including his four-year
old son, Douglas who wrote in
his memoirs that is where he
and his older brother learned
to ride and shoot. The fort
closed in 1891 and today is a
New Mexico state monument. The easiest access is about 13 miles north of Las Cruces, from Exit
19 on I-25 and then west about a mile on NM 157 to the well-marked entrance to the monument.
The ruins have been stabilized and have interpretative signs along the walkway; there is also an
excellent visitor’s center.
Ft. Thorn was established in 1853 on the west bank of the Rio Grande north of present day
Hatch. It was declared the “sickest” fort in the country and was abandoned in 1859 because of
constant illnesses among the men. Most of its furnishing moved to Ft. Fillmore but the store
room and hospital continued to operate to benefit travelers on the Camino Real. In 1862 the fort
was occupied by about 3,000 Confederate soldiers as they moved north. It was washed away
by a flood in 1879 and nothing remains. From Salem on NM 187 (northwest of Hatch) head due

south just over one mile across the river, and immediately after crossing the river go upstream
about 1-1/2 miles on the levee road to where the fort was located.
Named for a hero in the Battle of Valverde, Ft. McRae was established in April 1863 and was
garrisoned by volunteers in the Civil War. It survived until October 1876 as a post for cavalry and
infantry regiments, mainly Buffalo soldiers. Built of adobe the remains of the fort are below the
high water mark of Elephant Butte reservoir and have been periodically underwater so only the
stone foundations for the buildings remain. Although the fort site is now on land administered by
the Bureau of Reclamation access is through private property. From the intersection of NM 195
and NM 51 northeast of Truth or Consequences, take 51 east about seven miles toward Engle just
over seven miles, then the unpaved road toward the northwest which eventually runs west and
fades into a sandy wash in McRae canyon bounded on the south by a distinct mesa. When you
are aligned with the northern most extent of the mesa the fort site is about 100 yards south of
the arroyo bottom. The foundation stones are visible when water levels in the lake are low.
Built in 1853 south
Drawing of Fort Craig
of present-day Socorro,
Ft. Craig was a critical
headquarters and supply
site for almost every army
regiment in New Mexico
that was involved in the
Indian Wars and the Civil
War. In 1861 it was the
largest military post in
the southwest with about
2,000 soldiers. When
Confederate forces moving
up the Rio Grande got to
the fort they elected to not
attack it directly because of the number of cannon they could see. Some of those were “Quaker
guns,” wooden replicas manned by empty hats, alongside the real guns and real soldiers. The
Battle of Valverde was fought nearby in 1862 and was a Confederate victory but NM volunteers
burned their supply wagons leaving them in trouble on their march to Albuquerque. The fort was
abandoned in 1885. About 24 miles south of Socorro take exit 124 off I-25 and then go south
about six miles on NM 1 to the marked turnoff for Ft. Craig. Two large communication towers
mark the turnoff and route. It is then about three miles east on a graded, but unpaved, road to the
site. Some portions of the fort are still standing and the BLM (which manages the site) has put
in interpretative signs and photos along the walkway. History buffs can view the Valverde battle
site from there with binoculars.
Ft. Conrad was built on the west side of the Rio Grande in 1851 to protect travelers on the nearby
Camino Real and nearby settlements from Indian attacks. However unhealthy living conditions
and the indefensible location prompted the fort to close 2-1/2 years later and the troops were
moved south to the newly constructed Ft. Craig. You can get close to the site of the fort by taking
Exit 139 from I-25 and going about a mile east on US 380 to San Antonio and then south on NM
1 a little over 14 miles. Ft. Conrad was located in the Rio Grande flood plain to the east.

Photograph of Fort Fillmore
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Hi from Glenwood and the Ice Cream Ride: Wish you were here!

from Jan Sands, pictures by Tom
Chavez and Jan Sands
Good morning. Very little cell
service here in Glenwood. Just
woke up to big wind and rain.
Hope it clears up. Cloudy
skies with light sprinkles
on the way to Quemado.
Gusty wind on the way to
Glenwood. 21 people here
for the Friday night
pizza. New owners of Los
Olmos Lodge really made a
lot of good improvements.
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GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SATURDAY, JUNE 13

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

Don’t forget the donuts too! Starts at 9 am.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
TUESDAY, JUNE 2

RALLY COMMITTEE MEETING

At 6 pm. Place will be announced on
Message Board and Facebook. RSVP to Jan
at treasurer@loebmwr.org.
SUNDAY, JUNE 7

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check out the Message Board for the time
and the place. Bring your appetite!

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 13-14

RIO GRANDE DEL NORTE BIKING/
HIKING/CAMPING/EATING/
PARTYING WEEKEND

Rio Grande del Norte National Monument
is a brand new National Monument located
about ten miles west of Questa. We’ll ride up
there on Saturday morning. Those who wish
to can hike with us from La Junta Point down
to the confluence of the Rio Grande and Red
Rivers on Saturday afternoon. We will camp
out Saturday night at the campground in the
Monument and return to Albuquerque on
Sunday. If there is sufficient interest, I will try
to reserve the group campground, otherwise
we will just stay in the regular campgrounds.
Let us know if you want to go. If you camp
bring your camp stuff, and if you are eating
and dringing also bring it. We have a couple
of months to work out the details. Sooo...let’s
hear from you on suggestions.
Here is a BLM website with info about the
Monument: http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/
prog/blm_sp .... norte.html
SATURDAY, JUNE 27

DUAL SPORT RIDE TO THE TOP
OF MT TAYLOR

approximately 12 noon.
This is a challenging road only for skilled GS
riders or those of moderate ability riding smaller,
lighter dirt bikes. If you’re not too hungry, many
riders can go on down to Grants for a late
lunch. Or bring your own brown bag lunch
and enjoy the wonderful scenery and cool
temps while you eat your PB & J sandwich!
FRIDAY–SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11-13

31ST BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND

Once again in Sipapu. Pre-registration (before
8/22): Adults $45, child 4-15 $25. Rally pins
to early registrants. Gate registration (9/1112): adults $55, child $30. Friday night green
chile stew snack and Saturday night dinner.
Live music Friday and Saturday (new band!)
evenings. Great door prizes. Tech sessions.
Wonderful mountain area riding, Santa Fe,
Taos, Las Vegas, etc. Free camping during
rally, dorm rooms only available to volunteers.
Sipapu Lodge: 1-800-587-2240. If you stay
at Sagebrush Inn in Taos, ask for rally rates:
sagebrush@newmex.com. Other Taos area
reservation assistance: http://taos.org/visit/
lodging. Club contact: Gary Cade 505-2964052. Website (online registration form
available in May): www.loebmwr.org. Email:
info@loebmwr.org or by snail mail, LOEBMWR,
PO Box 92095. Albuquerque, NM 87199.

Riders will proceed to the junction of US 550
and NM 279 (approximately 15 miles NW
of San Ysidro) and head west on NM 279.
Continue until the 90 degree turn where we
will all meet at 9am on the west-bound road
as it turns to dirt. Eventually we’ll ascend
the west end of the Mt. Taylor plateau on
a forest road and continue to a wonderful
overlook near the peak of Mt. Taylor, arriving
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
June 2015
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(Continued from page 4)

NATIONAL EVENTS

2015 SMRI RACE/TRACK
SCHEDULE

from Marc Beyer, OCD Custom Cycles, Santa Fe

2015 RACE DAYS
6/7 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
7/12 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/2 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
9/13 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
10/11 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
2015 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
6/6 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/28 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/1 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/23 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
10/10 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
Contact smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 6475028, or http://www.smri-racing.org
FRIDAY–SUNDAY, JUNE 5–7

ROAD RUNNER RALLY
DEVIL’S HIGHWAY EDITION,
ALPINE, AZ

Jodi (Jo) Koller-Smee, President of AZBeemers
has invited us to their get-together (“rally”) at
Hannagan Meadow Lodge. There are plenty
of cabins still available, and also there will
be camping allowed on the lodge property
as well as at the campground next to the
lodge. Great riding in this area! This will be a
different kind of Roadrunner Rally. No bands,
no vendors, no extras. And it’s free! Just a full
weekend of the greatest riding in America.
At the Hannagan Meadow Lodge. Normal
restaurant menu available all day, alcoholic
beverages available at the Lodge restaurant.
They also sell gasoline on site.
Attendees may stay in on-site cabins,

lodge rooms or on-site camping. Contact
Hannagan Meadow Lodge at (928)
339-4370 or (480) 290-9541, or email
info@hannaganmeadow.com
MONDAY, JUNE 15

RIDE TO WORK DAY

This is the 24th annual Motorcycle and
Scooter Ride to Work Day. Every year more
than a million two wheeled moto-commuters
demonstrate the benefits of riding, including:
reduced road congestion, shorter commute
times, more parking spaces and less fuel
consumption. Join hundreds of other
communities as well as many motorcycle and
scooter groups and organizations supporting
this year’s Ride to Work Day.
SUNDAY–WEDNESDAY, JULY 19-22

I-BMW ROCKY MOUNTAIN RALLY,
GUNNISON, CO

Our base of operations will again be the
Quality Inn of Gunnison, which is located
at 400 E. Tomichi Ave (also known as U.S.
50) in Gunnison. They are currently taking
reservations for a block of rooms that are
reserved for us. I encourage you to make you
reservations early (like now) (reservations
970-641-1237), and to mention that you are
with the BMW Motorcycle Group in order to
get the rate of $95 plus tax per night (down
from their advertised $119 + tax). Most of the
rooms have two queen-sized beds, but there
are also some available with one king or one
queen. A hot breakfast is included.
THURSDAY–SUNDAY, AUGUST 6-9

I-BMW KHCR, MAYSVILLE, KY

At the Blue Licks Battlefield State Park in
Carlisle, Kentucky. For reservations call
800 443-7008. There is a restaurant on
the grounds. The rooms will be held until
July 7. The site is roughly 15 miles South of
Maysville Kentucky on US68. It is 42 miles

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

North of Lexington on US68. It is 78 miles
East of Cincinnati Ohio. 114 miles East of
Louisville and 104 miles West of Huntington
West Virginia. Ridge land abounds with nice
roadways and long views.
SATURDAY–MONDAY, OCTOBER 1–4

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY,
ROBBINSVILLE, NC

The Tapoco Lodge (near Robbinsville,) site
of our first 9 or so DGR’s re-opened just
recently under new (motorcycle friendly)
management and members at I-BMW.com
have voted overwhelmingly to change venues
this year from the Fontana back to the Tapoco
(reservations 800-849-2258). The newly
renovated, upscale Tapoco has reserved 20
cabins for our motley group. No rooms in the

SATURDAY–MONDAY, OCTOBER 1–4

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY,
HARRISON, AR

Oktoberfest in the Ozarks’: The BMW Riders
Association Ozarks Oktoberfest in Harrison,
Arkansas. Exceptional roads and extreme
fall colors meet in the Natural State, one of
America’s best spots for riding and enjoying
outdoor life. Ride the Serpent in Arkansas.For
more information contact www.bmwra.org,
(262) 409-2899
June 2015
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resort. All cabins are $189 a night. They have 2,
3, and 5 person cabins available. Reservations
at the discounted rally rate will end May 1st
and then go full metal jacket retail which is
$249 a night so book now or feel the burn of
paying full retail during peak season.
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A LITTLE MORE FROM GLENWOOD

Deany Borlin makes
the cover of the
latest Aerostitch
catalog, sporting
her eye-catching
suit at a suitably
scenic overlook in
Switzerland. Don’t
forget us when you
hit the modelling big
time, Deany!

RECOVERING YOUR WEBSITE
PASSWORD

by Terry Rowley, Webmaster and Message
Board Administrator
If you forgot your password, understand that
your password is yours…we don’t have access
to it so we can’t tell you what it is. We can’t
provide you with your current password – we
can only reset it to a temporary, randomly
generated password that will be emailed to
you.
You are able to reset your password and
receive an email with a new, temporary
password. That will permit you access to
your PROFILE and then update your PROFILE
with a password of your preference.
To reset your password, you’ll need to
know the username you would use to login
to the website. If you BELIEVE you know
your username but the username you enter

for password reset is incorrect, you will not
be able to reset your password. Also, the
password will be sent to the email in your
Profile. If your email has changed and if you
didn’t update that in your Profile, and if you
no longer have access to that email account
in your profile, you will not be able to reset
your password. Email the webmaster@
loebmwr.org to update your profile with your
new email address so that you can then reset
your password.

PASSWORD RESET INSTRUCTIONS

1. Click on the LOGIN icon (padlock at upper
right corner of screen), will take you to the
Login screen
2. Click the “Forgot Password ?” link at
bottom left of Login screen, will take you to
Retrieve Password screen
3. Enter your Username into the window

Jan Sands wrote:
I’m a little tardy in sending this email,
but I wanted you to know how much the
BMW Club from Albuquerque enjoyed our
weekend at Los Olmos. Kim did a super job
of checking us in and helping out in many
ways. Everyone was impressed with their
rooms and comfort. The pavilion with the
tables and chairs worked great. And the
bonfire circle was the BEST! It was also a
nice surprise to see our name on your sign.
What a thoughtful and wonderful welcome!
Looking forward to returning next year!
Jan

losolmoslodge wrote:
Thank you Jan! Kim couldn’t say enough
good things about your group! We left town
nervous but came back very impressed!
It was our pleasure hosting your group!
When ever the desire hits y’all you always
have a home away from home here! I’ll be
posting your pictures on our Facebook page!
Please feel free to have everyone go to our
Los Olmos lodge page and leave comments
and post pictures! It’s a long haul changing
people’s minds from what this place was to
what we’re making it into now! Every little
bit helps! Thanks again for putting your
trust in us for the weekend!
Kerry, Carla & Kim

and press the “Send Password” link below it
NOTE: if you don’t know your username,
send an email to Webmaster@LOEBMWR.
org and request that information.
4. An email with your new password will
be immediately sent to the email in your
profile – if you don’t receive that email, check
your spam/junk folder.
5. Follow the instructions contained in
the email – you must click the link within the
email before trying to login with your new
password.
6. Change your password by following the
“How do I change my password?” in the FAQ
tab of the website
NOTE: Comcast, Juno and AOL sometimes
don’t like email of the type our system sends
you – they consider it spam and won’t pass
it through to your account. If you are using
one of those 3 email accounts, and have not

received an email from us within 15 minutes,
please email Webmaster@LOEBMWR.
org and request us to manually reset your
password.
Although we don’t recommend it, if you
want us to enter your chosen password to
your account we can do that if you send it
in an email to Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org,
but be aware that email is not secure and it’s
possible someone could intercept your email
and learn of your password. That could be
dangerous if you use the same password for
other websites.
Welcome to our new club members! Say hi
to Robert R., Daniel S., Allan S., Dietmar B.,
Nathan A. and Jeffrey O. We look forward to
seeing you at some of our club shindigs, and in
some far-off places riding your motorcycles.
June 2015
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIRS
Gary Cade, RJ Mirabal
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Bede Crawford
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

HELP WANTED

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

by David Hudson

We are looking for a Club Secretary as well as
a Director of Communications. Low pay but
great benefits. Requirements are: Breathing,
ability to speak and write English, cash your
paycheck, and others. Contact David Hudson
at President@LOEBMWR.org if you meet the
stringent qualifications. Healthy appetite a plus,
motorcycle not required.
June 2015
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W
Most reading this have a motorcycle. Perhaps
more than one bike – the more the merrier.
Now the really big question. What type of
bike and where do you want to ride? There’s
a loaded question. If I ask this question of just
one person, if they are truly knowledgeable of
and about bikes, they will have an argument
with everyone, including themselves.
Let’s simplify this discussion. Let’s choose
an adventure bike. Simple question, right?
Let’s make it even easier. You can only pick
a BMW. So now it’s even easier, right? Yeah
right! BMW makes just a “gazillion” adventure
bikes. Just pick from the GS alone to make the
choice easier, right? Well, do you want the GS
or GSA? Want the 650, 700, 800, GS or the
full hoot, knock the tops off the Rockies GSA?
Now of course there are the RT series, both
water and air cooled and the “get serious/
take no long distance prisoners/to the devil
with police and their radar” GT and GTL.
Quite a pack to pick, right?
Ok, we’re all LOE BMW riders, so let’s all
go ride. Simple thought, huh? Think so? Just
look at the previous paragraphs, we can’t
even agree on the bike to ride, and secretly
all of us with water cooled BMWs secretly
know the aircooled group riders are a bunch
of luddites! So now we have even more fun
deciding what to do.
Those of us with air cooled bikes know
we ride the real BMW’s, not some copy of
a Wing or KTM with, heaven forbid, water
running through its engine. We “Airheads”
know those fancy WC bikes are just a pin
hole in a radiator or hose away from joining

KEITH’S CORNER
THE RIDE! THE CLUB! THE LEADER!

by Keith Ingram

the walking crowd. No fancy technology for
us, no sir. If God didn’t want air to cool our
engines, he’d wouldn’t of created little cool
molecules which grab big hot molecules and
toss ‘em away. Don’t need no fancy pump
and hoses and radiators to cool our bikes, no
sirree Bob!
So now Mr or Ms President of the LOE
BMW club, you now have more problems of
members making decisions than some Middle
East peacemaker. The question is, “Let’s all
go ride together this weekend!” What fun!
Uh oh…where we going to ride? (Just ask the
members.)
“I like to ride fast, long and straight roads
like I-40!”
“I wanna ride up near Taos and off road,
that’s what real riders do!”.
”I have a sidecar and just want to putt
around the neighborhood and go to Sonic for
a Coke, just like I did as a kid.”
“Not me! I’m headed to Sandia Motorsports
Park and give my new GSA Super Moto a go!”
“I don’t really want to ride very far, because
my new RT is dusty and I want to wash it and
give it a hug! You’re told to ride them very
slowly for the first 100,000 miles. That’s
what the Owner’s Manual says, I think?”
“I can’t ride very fast, especially on
curved roads, because I have new tires and

June 2015
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they aren’t broken in and the sidewalls are
especially slick.”
So riding is an argument, but after we
ride, where do all want to go and eat? Now
the proverbial “cat” is truly out of the bag.
Not only do we have absolutely nothing in
common with each other on food choices,
but also the next problem arises.
What time does everyone want to have
dinner?
“I can’t eat later, for I have acid reflux and
might get cancer!”
“I can’t eat early, the babysitter can’t be
here until 7.”
“I have to go early or I’ll miss Dancing with
the Stars”
So now you see the “wonderful” world of
the BMW Club President. Usually they are paid
nothing for their work. If they were, $10,000
a meeting wouldn’t be enough! They balance
a myriad of requests/personalities/riding
skills/culinary desires/mechanical aptitude/
first aid and a few (hundred) other minor
items to make each event fun.
A truly great BMW Club president would
make a terrific President of the United States.
Oops…we don’t even wanna go there!
Let’s just go ride north, or was it south?
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