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The Motorcycle Brain

I

’ll be standing in the park across the street from my
house and hear a motorcycle coming down the street. My attention drifts away until the
bike passes, and I realize the person I’m talking to is waiting for me to finish.

I snap back to the task at hand and apologize
for my rudeness. Well, not always. Isn’t it
natural to pause to see who is riding past, and
on what?
I’ll often be driving down the street (in the
car, or if I’m lucky on the bike) and see a flash

something. It’s like a spark in the “motorcycle”
section of my brain. Any doctors out there
will recognize that as a subsection of the
“cool stuff” part just above the lizard brain.
It’s totally beyond conscious control.
Social sciences have recognized the
motorcycle response (okay, they just call it
the “motor response”) – everybody’s got it. In

out of the corner of my eye. Even though
it doesn’t consciously register, it’s almost
always a motorcycle. I’ve got a Pavlovian
response that draws my attention and holds
it until the bike has passed or I have to attend
to my driving again in order not to crash into
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What was exciting at Sandia
BMW’s Open House? On
the bike side was the Power
Cup (!) scooter, which was
goofy cool, and the K1,
which made me a BMW
rider for life way back when.
On the personality side was
Valerie Thompson, one of
the fastest motorcycle riders
on the planet. The burgers
were really good, too.
most people it’s latent, and only becomes active when they get their first motorcycle. From then
on there’s no controlling it.
There are other subsections as well, of course. There is the Bicycling Brain, the Boating Brain,
the Skiing Brain, the Skateboarding Brain, the Doing Crazy Stunts Just Because Brain. But they all
stem from the Motorcycle Brain, which is the master of them all. They all stem, get it? Heh heh.
So if we’re talking and I suddenly seem to drift off into reverie, don’t take it personally. It’s
probably a far-off motor approaching, and I’ll come back to reality in a moment. Of course, if your
Motorcycle Brain has also been activated, we’ll both be standing there with our mouths hanging,
waiting to see what rides by.
And the poor unfortunate people wondering why we’re standing there so zombie-like with
those blank faces, well they just need to swing their leg over the saddle and have their brains lit
up as well. They’re only using a fraction of their brain.
David Wilson, editor

there until 1895 when it was abandoned for good.
Originally constructed on a high point 650 north of the plaza “which commands the entire town,”
other buildings for Ft. Marcy were built nearer the plaza which was bounded by the present-day
Federal Street and Palace Avenues and Washington and Grant Avenues. Two officers’ quarters
still remain, at 116 Lincoln Avenue and 135 Grant Avenue, although both have been extensively
revised. Old Ft. Marcy Park on the end of Kearny Road protects remnants of the earthworks
overlooking the post. A portion of Ft. Marcy was previously part of the Presidio of Santa Fe which
was used to defend the city starting in 1610.
Ft. Fauntleroy was established in 1860 at Bear Springs (Ojo del Oso) to aid Kit Carson in his
campaign against the Navajo Indians. Little work was done and when Col. Fauntleroy resigned
his commission to join the Confederate army, the post’s name was changed to Ft. Lyon while its
troops were moved to the Rio Grande valley to defend against advancing Confederate soldiers.
In 1862 a new post was established several miles to the east, south of what is now Grants, and
was named Ft. Wingate. A year later the entire New Mexico cavalry detachment was there to
insure the complete internment of the Navajos. When they were released from the reservation in
De Baca county where they had been interned and given permission to return to their traditional
home in the four corners area the fort was abandoned for good.
Dick Cochran, a LOEBMW-R member from Grants, said there are no ruins remaining of the Ft.
Lyon/Wingate but the GPS coordinates on the website listing of forts is pretty accurate, although
the Google maps address is incorrect. Dick says if you go 3.9 miles south of I-40 on NM 53 you
will come to Fort Wingate Road. A little less than a mile east the road ends at a fence and that is
as close as you can ride to where the fort was located.

2015 RIDING CHALLENGE:
FT. MARCY AND FT. FAUNTLEROY
by Gary Cade
The two closest forts to Albuquerque are Ft. Marcy in Santa Fe and Ft. Fauntleroy (AKA Ft. Lyon
and Ft. Wingate) near Grants. Built in 1846, Ft. Marcy was the first fort in Territorial New Mexico
and was built to protect Santa Fe from any insurrection resulting from occupation of the territory.
It was abandoned, briefly, when the Confederates invaded New Mexico but was soon re-occupied
by New Mexico Volunteers. The Army left the fort in 1867 but then returned in 1875 and was
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Sandia BMW

Open House

new land speed records
with a proven female driver.
She has been contracted to
race a former Nationwide
NASCAR at select land
speed racing events and
a NHRA diesel dragster.
Her next major goal is to
become a SCTA 300 MPH
Club member, a prestigious
club with only 2 females out
of 85 total members.

story and pictures by Jan Sands and David Wilson (Valerie’s story by the web)
The club was heavily involved with Sandia BMW’s Open House at the end of March. A table was set
up to recruit new members, which included Valerie Thompson, who was on-hand to share her high
speed adventures. Jon Helm presented a LOE BMW R hat to Valerie, along with a complimentary club
membership. Jon also recruited several new members during the event. Thanks to Sandia BMW for the
BBQ hamburgers, hot dogs and mini cupcakes, and thanks to all the club members who volunteered
their time and energy to make it such a success.

ABOUT VALERIE THOMPSON

Valerie races one of America’s fastest BMW S 1000 RR motorcycles. She is often referred to as “America’s
Queen of Speed.” Her racing career started in 2006 drag racing motorcycles on quarter-mile tracks
throughout the US in the All Harley Drag Racing Association and NHRA Pro Stock Motorcycle series.
Driven to go faster, she created her own land speed-racing team in 2012 and is now a 7-time motorcycle
land speed record holder with a personal best top speed of 217.7 mph on a one-mile course.

DEANY’S NEW BIKE!

Valerie’s first year as a team owner/driver met with tremendous success, setting three national
speed records and gaining membership in the Mojave Magnum 200 MPH Club. Then in her
second year she became an official member of the Bonneville BUB Speed Trials 201 MPH Club
and the Texas Mile 200 MPH Club. In 2014 she collected her seventh speed record at the World
of Speed event to earn the famed Red Hat of the Bonneville 200 MPH Club. Valerie is now one of
only 24 females in the club, which has approximately 730 total members.
Valerie’s two-wheeled racing success has drawn the attention of a variety of car owners seeking

It’s not everyday you get a
new motorcycle (well, not
for most of us, anyway). The
Open House was Deany’s big
day for picking up her new R12.
See you on the road, Deany!
April 2015
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

APRIL
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, APRIL 5

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Vic’s Daily restaurant on Osuna, west of
Jefferson (we’re hoping for a better turn out
than recently). According to Doug, “Vics is
great!” Meet there at 8 am.

SUNDAY, MAY 3

T

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 13-14

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Keep an eye on this spot, and the Message
Board, for where and when to be.
SATURDAY, MAY 9

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

Don’t forget the donuts too! Starts at 9 am.
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 15-17

ICE CREAM RIDE

In Glenwood. We will reserve the pavilion
Friday and Saturday Night.
Quotes from Club members:
“I’m wondering how you got confirmation from
Los Olmos that our group can have the pavilion
for two nights after what we did last year?”
“I’m surprised we drank that much last year!”
“This used to be such a nice ride…”
“You can’t make me stay in that cabin with
five beds, it’s like Animal House!”
Call the lodge at (575) 539-2224, email
losolmoslodge@gmail.com. You have to call
and make your own reservations.
Los Olmos is offering the LOE BMW R’s a
10% discount for a 10 cabin commitment
Cabin with one queen bed $65
Cabin with one king bed $75
Cabin with one queen and one twin $85
Cabin with two twins $65
Cabin with one queen and two twins $100
Cabin with one king and 4 twins $120 (we
added another twin to this cabin)
Cabin with one king and 4 twins $120
If you have any questions…ask them on the
Message Board.

SATURDAY, APRIL 11

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

Don’t forget the donuts too! Starts at 9 am.

RIO GRANDE DEL NORTE BIKING/
HIKING/CAMPING/EATING/
PARTYING WEEKEND

Rio Grande del Norte National Monument
is a brand new National Monument located
about ten miles west of Questa. We’ll ride up
there on Saturday morning. Those who wish
to can hike with us from La Junta Point down
to the confluence of the Rio Grande and Red
Rivers on Saturday afternoon. We will camp
out Saturday night at the campground in the
Monument and return to Albuquerque on
Sunday. If there is sufficient interest, I will try
to reserve the group campground, otherwise
we will just stay in the regular campgrounds.
Let us know if you want to go. If you camp
bring your camp stuff, and if you are eating
and dringing also bring it. We have a couple
of months to work out the details. Sooo...let’s
hear from you on suggestions.
Here is a BLM website with info about the
Monument: http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/
prog/blm_sp .... norte.html
SUNDAY, JUNE 28

DUAL SPORT RIDE TO THE TOP
OF MT TAYLOR

Riders will meet at the junction of US 550
and NM 279 (approximately 15 miles NW of
San Ysidro). From there we head west on 279,
continuing as it turns to dirt. Eventually we’ll
ascend the west end of the Mt Taylor plateau
on a forest road and continue to a wonderful
overlook near the peak of Mt Taylor. Riders
can go down to Grants for a late lunch, or
bring your own brown bag and enjoy the
wonderful scenery and cool temps.
We will do a pre-run soon and report back
(Continued on page 5)
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
April 2015
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(Continued from page 4)
on road conditions. This is not a difficult ride
but it will be challenging to dirt riders with
limited experience.
FRIDAY–SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11-13

31ST BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN
WEEKEND

Once again in Sipapu. Pre-registration (before
8/22): Adults $45, child 4-15 $25. Rally pins
to early registrants. Gate registration (9/1112): adults $55, child $30. Friday night green
chile stew snack and Saturday night dinner.
Live music Friday and Saturday (new band!)
evenings. Great door prizes. Tech sessions.
Wonderful mountain area riding, Santa Fe,
Taos, Las Vegas, etc. Free camping during
rally, dorm rooms only available to volunteers.
Sipapu Lodge: 1-800-587-2240. If you stay
at Sagebrush Inn in Taos, ask for rally rates:
sagebrush@newmex.com. Other Taos area
reservation assistance: http://taos.org/visit/
lodging. Club contact: Gary Cade 505-2964052. Website (online registration form
available in May): www.loebmwr.org. Email:
info@loebmwr.org or by snail mail, LOEBMWR,
PO Box 92095. Albuquerque, NM 87199.

NATIONAL EVENTS
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 25-26

SANDIA BMW TRACK DAY

With BMW Test Rider Nate Kern and the
new S1000RR! Saturday: Open House and
tech session with Nate Kern, Sunday: Track
Day with Nate Kern at Motiva Speedway.

2015 SMRI RACE/TRACK
SCHEDULE

from Marc Beyer, OCD Custom Cycles, Santa Fe

2015 RACE DAYS

5/17 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/7 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
7/12 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/2 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
9/13 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
10/11 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
2015 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
4/26 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
5/16 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/6 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/28 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/1 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/23 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
10/10 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
Contact smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 6475028, or http://www.smri-racing.org

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

FRIDAY–SUNDAY, APRIL 10-12

MOTO GP, AUSTIN, TX

Circuit Of The Americas is a multi-purpose
facility that will host the most prestigious
racing events in the world. Built around a
state-of-the-art 3.4-mile circuit track with
capacity for 120,000 fans and an elevation
change of 133 feet, the facility is designed for
any and all classes of racing. Circuit of The
Americas is ideally situated on a 1000-acre
site in southeast Austin, approximately two
miles from Austin Bergstrom International
Airport, with scenic views of downtown.
http://circuitoftheamericas.com/motogp/
SUNDAY, APRIL 26

RIDE FOR KIDS, ALBUQUERQUE

Riders on all makes and models are welcome
to attend. The suggested minimum donation
to ride is $40 per motorcycle. We encourage
you to fundraise before the event to make a
real difference to the kids. Onsite registration
opens at 8 am and closes at 9:30. The
escorted ride starts at 10 sharp, rain or shine!

The ride will loop back to the start point.
Gather at the Mesa Del Sol Soccer Fields at
Hard Rock Pavilion, 5601 University Blvd SE.
FRIDAY–SUNDAY, JUNE 5–7

ROAD RUNNER RALLY
DEVIL’S HIGHWAY EDITION,
ALPINE, AZ

Good friends and great roads, this year it’s all
about the riding. This will be a different kind
of Roadrunner Rally. No bands, no vendors,
no extras. And it’s free! Just a full weekend of
the greatest riding in America.
At the Hannagan Meadow Lodge. Normal
restaurant menu available all day, alcoholic
beverages available at the Lodge restaurant.
They also sell gasoline on site.
Attendees may stay in on-site cabins,

SUNDAY–WEDNESDAY, JULY 19-22

I-BMW ROCKY MOUNTAIN RALLY,
GUNNISON, CO

Our base of operations will again be the
Quality Inn of Gunnison, which is located
at 400 E. Tomichi Ave (also known as U.S.
50) in Gunnison. They are currently taking
reservations for a block of rooms that are
reserved for us. I encourage you to make you
reservations early (like now) (reservations
970-641-1237), and to mention that you are
(Continued on page 6)
April 2015
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(Continued from page 5)
with the BMW Motorcycle Group in order to get the rate of
$95 plus tax per night (down from their advertised $119 + tax).
Most of the rooms have two queen-sized beds, but there are
also some available with one king or one queen. A hot breakfast
is included.
THURSDAY–SUNDAY, AUGUST 6-9

I-BMW KHCR, MAYSVILLE, KY

At the Blue Licks Battlefield State Park in Carlisle, Kentucky.
For reservations call 800 443-7008. There is a restaurant
on the grounds. The rooms will be held until July 7. The site
is roughly 15 miles South of Maysville Kentucky on US68. It
is 42 miles North of Lexington on US68. It is 78 miles East
of Cincinnati Ohio. 114 miles East of Louisville and 104 miles
West of Huntington West Virginia. Ridge land abounds with
nice roadways and long views.
SATURDAY–MONDAY, OCTOBER 1–4

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY, ROBBINSVILLE, NC

The Tapoco Lodge (near Robbinsville,) site of our first 9 or
so DGR’s re-opened just recently under new (motorcycle
friendly) management and members at I-BMW.com have
voted overwhelmingly to change venues this year from the
Fontana back to the Tapoco (reservations 800-849-2258).
The newly renovated, upscale Tapoco has reserved 20 cabins
for our motley group. No rooms in the resort. All cabins are
$189 a night. They have 2, 3, and 5 person cabins available.
Reservations at the discounted rally rate will end May 1st and
then go full metal jacket retail which is $249 a night so book
now or feel the burn of paying full retail during peak season. Be
sure to mention the I-BMW group when booking.
SATURDAY–MONDAY, OCTOBER 1–4

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY, HARRISON, AR

Oktoberfest in the Ozarks’: The BMW Riders Association
Ozarks Oktoberfest in Harrison, Arkansas. Exceptional
roads and extreme fall colors meet in the Natural State,
one of America’s best spots for riding and enjoying outdoor
life. Ride the Serpent in Arkansas.Registration and details
coming soon! For more information contact www.bmwra.org,
(262) 409-2899

LOE B MW R N E WS
TH E M E SSAG E BOAR D DIG E ST S

by Terry Rowley, Webmaster and Message Board Administrator
The Message Board is now setup to provide registered Forum
members with Digests emails. An email went out to everyone
however some emails may have changed from the email you
used to register on the Forum and you may not have received
that email.
The Digests feature is now active for everyone and you
will receive a weekly email each Thursday containing items
that have been posted to the Forum during the past week.
If you don’t receive them and want to receive them, email
webmaster@loebmwr.org requesting that and include your
Forum username.
Digests means you no longer have to log onto the web and
visit the Forum (http://www.loebmwr.org/forum) to know
what new items have been posted to the Forum and know about
upcoming activities – that information will now be emailed to
you. You will still need to login to the Forum if you want to post
a new topic or reply to a topic.
You can also change the frequency of when you receive
Digests emails to daily or monthly – see detailed instructions
below and on the MB Forum at http://loebmwr.org/forum/
viewtopic.php?f=20&t=4601&p=23626#p23626
If you do login to your Forum account, Digests will send
you an email containing only those posts that were made after
you logged out of your Forum account. If nothing new was
posted since your last Forum login, Digests won’t bother you
with an email.
If you don’t want to receive Digests emails, you have two
options to turn it off:
1. go into your User Control Panel (UCP) and turn Digests
off – see detailed information below and also in the Message
Board Tips & Tricks Forum at http://loebmwr.org/forum/
viewtopic.php?f=20&t=4600
• To turn off Digests, login to your Forum account (this is
different from logging into your website account)
• Once logged into your Forum account, click the link to your
User Control Panel (UCP), located on the left side of the page,
just below the LOE BMW R Logo
• Select the Digests tab (far right tab) on the UCP navigation
panel – you’ll now see 4 menu options: Basics, Forums Selection,

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to Eric P. and Lisa
S. We look forward to seeing you at some of our club shindigs,
and in some far-off places riding your motorcycles.
April 2015
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Post Filters, and Additional Criteria
• Select the Basics Menu and select “None” for the Type of
Digest Wanted
• Click on the Submit button at the bottom of the screen
2. email webmaster@loebmwr.org and it will be turned off
for you, be sure to include your username in your email
If you like the idea of having Digests emailed to you, you
can tailor Digests to email you posts from specific Topics
instead of all of them, you can modify Digests for how often
you want to receive emails (Daily, Weekly, Monthly), and
you can set multiple other options to tailor the information
you receive. This is done via your UCP, and a complete list of
the options and how to change them is detailed below and
on the MB Forum at http://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.
php?f=20&t=4601&p=23626#p23626
The key thing to remember is that you can’t screw anything
up if you play around with the settings. If you don’t like the
result you can change to something different or you can change
it back to the way it was.
1. To modify Digests you will need to login to your Forum
account (this is different from logging into your website
account)
2. Once logged into your Forum account, click the link to
your User Control Panel (UCP), located on the left side of the
page, just below the LOE BMW R Logo
3. Select the Digests tab (far right tab) on the UCP navigation
panel
4. You’ll now see 4 menu options on the left side of your
page: Basics, Forums Selection, Post Filters, and Additional
Criteria – each of these menu options is described in detail in
the Message Board Tips & Tricks Forum at http://loebmwr.
org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=20&t=4601&p=23626#p23626
Most important to remember is that if you make any
changes to your Digests setting, make sure to save those
changes by clicking on the Submit button at the bottom of the
screen before moving to the next menu item
Questions? Email webmaster@loebmwr.org

1

2

3

4

5 6

7

8

�

LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
See below
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIRS
Gary Cade, RJ Mirabal
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
See below
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

H E LP WANTE D

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us

by David Hudson

We are looking for a Club Secretary as well as
a Director of Communications. Low pay but
great benefits. Requirements are: Breathing,
ability to speak and write English, cash your
paycheck, and others. Contact David Hudson
at President@LOEBMWR.org if you meet the
stringent qualifications. Healthy appetite a plus,
motorcycle not required.
April 2015
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727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W
A surprisingly few numbers of years ago, (about
twelve) I started riding motorcycles again.
Years before, my motorcycling was all dirt
with competition winnings money deposited
into banks actually paying interest (remember
those days?). My earned interest financed my
college education many years later.
I was finally a college (very old) graduate
and comfortably entrenched in a 7th grade
classroom (the French Maginot Line comes
to mind) with my Biology and Earth Science
students. At this time I decided to purchase,
for the first time ever, a street bike. Now
some twelve years later, I still remember my
first ride … a Honda 750 Shadow.
I had owned the little bike but three short
weeks and I was invited to ride to a motorcycle
event a scant 35 miles east of my home, in
Muleshoe, Texas. Yes there is such a place,
kind of a “metroplex” for the surrounding
“cities” of Progress/Pep/Pettit/Needmore/
Enochs/Lazbuddy/Lariat and Earth (no
kidding), Texas.
As I readied myself for this adventure, the
obvious rain to the east was just inviting me for
a great and early Saturday night bath. Before
the ride, I extracted an old (biblically speaking)
rain suit. I shook the old suit straight enough
to wear. A semi-intelligent person would
know when you shake an ancient orange rain
suit and orange flakes fly everywhere, the
chances of leakage are slightly above 110%.
However, enthusiasm and the thrill of the ride
always overcame common sense … especially
with a new bike.
So off I rode into the black rain cloud

KEITH’S CORNER
THE LAUNDROMAT

by Keith Ingram

of adventure. My challenge was quickly
forthcoming, for very small rain drops began
to strike, followed by bigger rain and then
a horizontal tsunami of both rain and hail. I
was Lindberg flying the Atlantic solo, bravely
fighting the elements … until my ancient rain
suit begin to leak. It started with a few drips
on my chest, then bigger drips and finally a
river of water running from my neck to lower
locations, not wanting or appreciating the cold
shower they were receiving. Did I mention it
was 29 degrees?
I arrived at the bike meet location so cold
I was shaking like a human margarita blender.
Knowing I would have to ride back, I asked if
there was laundry nearby. There was, but two
very long, freezing blocks away. I entered the
laundry after first throwing my useless rain
suit into the outside dumpster, which would
later prove to be a mistake.
I tossed my rain soaked coat, shirt and
socks into the dryer and stuffed the timer full
of quarters. After just a few minutes, I noticed
the laundry was empty, so into the dryer went
my pants, undies, gloves and 20 pound boots.
Have you ever hear the crazed “cadence”
motorcycle boots “play” while being beaten
inside a clothes dryer? I then sat in the corner
buck naked, save for my full coverage helmet.
And it was then that I noticed the overhead
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sign hanging from the ceiling: “Surveillance
Cameras In Use”.
I could already hear the two way radios in
this small West Texas town saying “Billy Bob!
Harley Joe! Grab your gun, there’s a naked guy
at the lon-dro-matt, terrizing the women and
children!”
Remember I mentioned tossing my old rain
suit in the dumpster outside? I ran in Olympic
sprinter time to grab the suit. Did I mention
the laundry was surrounded by glass windows
and lit just a few bazillion more lumens than
the average Super Bowl half time show?
I quickly waited for the Sheriff/State
Police/National Guard/Homeland Security/
Dog Catcher/Game and Fish Department to
appear with the magic words “You’re in a heap
o’ trouble, boy!” Surprisingly, no one showed
and after a few more minutes (eternity) my
shirt/pants/coat/gloves/socks and boots
were not only dry but warm as well.
I quickly dressed, and even quicker left for
the rally. After a short time visiting, I rode back
home and by the time I crossed the Texas-New
Mexico state line, I laughed to myself about
the night I streaked the laundry in Muleshoe,
Texas! Now please don’t tell anyone you read
this. The Muleshoe folks may still be looking
for me. Silence is the word.
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