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Keith’s Corner

Whattention?

T

he light changes, and i wait for the traffic to move, but
nobody does. I figure they’re waiting for the red light runners to finish, but after five cars
go through the red, still nobody moves. Finally the first car slowly creeps through the

intersection. Then, a few seconds later, the
second starts to move. Eventually I too get
through, wondering what the holdup was. But
I already know the answer.
As I pick my way through the cars weaving
slowly back and forth in their lanes, most of

minds. In the morning it might be putting on
makeup or eating breakfast, in the afternoon
it might be reading a report or having a talk
with the kids in the back seat.
I used to think that the average New
Mexican just wasn’t very smart. But using my
motorcycle spider senses to keep track of all
the vehicles around me I see that cars with

the drivers are watching their laps, darting
quick looks ahead of them every now and
then to make sure they’re not about to hit
something or veer off the road.
These days it seems like driving is the
second or third priority on most drivers’
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license plates from far and wide pilot pretty much the same way. In an average day there are the
lane flippers, seemingly not sure of where they need to be or trying to position themselves to get
ahead of the cars around them (which they rarely ever do – maybe it’s the peace of mind knowing
that they could get ahead of everybody else). There are the shoulder riders, half on the road and
half off, either not aware of where their car is relative to the lane markings or fantasizing that by
driving half off the road they create some cushion of safety. There are the lane crawlers, with no
concept of passing lanes, instead using the third lane on the highway as their personal slow lane.
That’s a favorite one for phone users, as if the passing lane is some sort of carpool lane for people
who can’t pay attention.
And to me that’s the issue. Driving these days is too demanding on peoples’ fragmented
attention, so for the most part they just don’t. Putting the blame on phone users is easy, and
in many cases justified. Is it the hypnotic appeal of the alternate brain the phone provides? Is
it the incredible overload of our crazy hyperspeed culture contrasted with the relative calm the
electronic device promises? Is it the exhaustion of the American Way? Is it just too hard to pay
attention to two tons of metal hurtling down the road?
But I also see plenty of drivers apparently watching the road ahead of them and not engaging
in distracting activities, doing all of the crazymaking things I’ve listed. Clearly, there’s more going
on behind their blank stares than attending to their roadgoing skills. Or not, I’ve also experienced
slowpokes move out of the third lane as I flew up behind them, then move back after I’ve passed.
There’s the whole entitlement thing going on as well. It’s become standard, it seems, for
drivers to assume that everybody else is watching out for them and anticipating whatever crazy

random event they pull out of their navigational hat. Pulling into your lane inches from your wheel.
Changing lanes with no indication (my favorite iteration of this is the person who keeps looking
into the lane they want to be in, getting more and more frustrated, without ever indicating that
they want to change their lane by – yes, using their indicator). Executing the three lane exit dive
through heavy traffic. Or the best, the one who turns right on red directly in front of you, then
crawls down the road at half the speed limit. You slam on the brakes, but if you express your
alarm by, say, laying on the horn, they either become angry or completely ignore you. And so,
we’re back to the attention thing.
So how to deal with a whole culture who can’t pay attention to the missiles they are sort-of
navigating through the ever more crowded roadways? I use the enhanced senses I developed as
a motorcyclist who has survived for 30 years on two wheels to identify who is merely unaware of
what’s going on around them and who is dangerously inattentive. I watch the drivers as much as
the vehicles themselves, to see where they’re looking and what else they’re doing besides driving.
I keep the levers covered if there’s another vehicle in crashing distance, just in case. Since I can
better control what’s going on in front of me than behind, I make sure I’m going a bit faster than
most of the traffic, and if I have to slow down I keep a keen eye on my mirrors. I agressively control
my lane position. I get out of the way of vehicles coming up behind me – if they’re going that fast
they must be paying more attention to what they’re doing, and if they’re not they’re likely to just
run me over.
And I assume that nobody on the road is paying any attention to me.
David Wilson, editor
November 2015
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HEY JON! What are we gonna do for the rest of the year?
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words and pictures by Activities Czar Jon Helm
Fred’s Gravel Ride (pictures above and below) was a blast! We had six dual sport bikes and
one Razor. The first part of the run was graded gravel through beautiful New Mexico
mountain country. At a fork in the road Fred stopped us and said, “That is the wimp road,
this is the man’s road.” So we all took the man’s road … It was rocky, and the Sherpa guys
did okay. It was like the Placitas road to the top of the Crest (when we now describe a dual
sport ride we will use the Placitas Road as the bench mark).
For the El Morro Ride
(pictures to the left) we had
a small but fun group, and
the weather was great. I do
not understand why we did
not have more riders!
It was a great ride, on a
bright sunny Sunday. Lunch
was fabulous. I had the
Apple Green Chili Pie. Dave
said, “You’re are having pie
for lunch!” So we all had
pie!
November 2015

The Legendary Shaft

�

1

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

�

LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

LO E B MW R N E WS

NOVEMBER
S

M

T

W

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

They will have coffee and breakfast
snacks between 9-10:30 am for
us to enjoy before we go for a
ride or whatever comes up.
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
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SANDIA BMW COFFEE

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check out the Message Board for
the latest breaking news on where and when.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY

Trombino’s on Academy NE is back by popular
demand. Doors open at 11 am with a buffet
spread and cash bar. More info will follow
once the menu is set. It was a great venue last
year, with the entire restaurant to ourselves.
Please RSVP.

BMW CONCEPT STUNT G 310

It’s loud, and it attracts attention – the new
stunt concept study from BMW Motorrad. A
one-cylinder roadster in extraordinary stunt
bike design, it’s obvious how much riding
enjoyment the concept bike offers.
The color scheme combines the BMW
Motorsport colors – white, red and blue – with

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.

a modern interpretation of the color of
Brazil’s national flag. The bright Brazilian
accents in neon yellow and green emphasize
the exceptionally dynamic design and make
the Concept Stunt G310 impossible to ignore.
One way or another, the stunt bike makes
(Continued on page 5)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Don’t fret about getting saddle sore this
Sunday because we’ll meet at Rutilio’s in
Belen: 455 Main St. at 8am.
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
November 2015
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

(Continued from page 4)
its voice heard everywhere – featuring a
characteristic, short exhaust pipe.
The design of the Concept Stunt G310 is
based on the DNA of the S1000R – a powerful
and performance-oriented roadster. The innovative conception of the newly developed
one-cylinder engine allows for very compact
and agile proportions. To make sure nothing

gets in the way of a spectacular stunt, you
won’t find mirrors, lights, passenger footrests or license plates on the stunt bike.

Instead, there are numerous stunt modifications: foot pegs on the front axle and near
the seat and a special aluminum stunt tail
developed by BMW Motorrad with a foothold for the rider to use to safely perform
their breathtaking stunts.
Four-time stunt riding world and European
champion Chris Pfeiffer brought his many
years of experience to the development
of this concept bike. Apart from his
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requirements for a functional stunt bike, he
also brought his many years of experience as
a stunt professional to the development. The
Concept Stunt G310 therefore contains some
characteristics of his own bike, and even
some parts from it too. No-handed standing
wheelies, artistic balancing on one leg when
riding, breathtaking braking maneuvers on
the front wheel – all of this is possible with the
BMW Concept Stunt G 310. A bike that offers
maximum riding fun.
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BMW MOTORCYCLES FOR 2016

S1000R
The S1000R will be available with a grained
fuel tank trim, instead of the previous fuel
tank with paint finish (only with Light White
Non-Metallic).

Model year 2016 sees a number of model
facelift measures as well as the special model
R1200GS TripleBlack.

F800GT
As of model year 2016, the F800GT will
be available in Monolith Matte Metallic/
Sapphire Black Metallic.

R1200GS
As of model year 2016, the R1200GS will not
just be available in new paint finishes. With
a view to enhanced motorcycling safety,
the range of special equipment features is
extended to include the banking-optimised
ABS Pro. Light White Non-Metallic replaces
the existing Alpine White Non-Metallic.

expressed by many customers by bringing
out the world’s top-selling motorcycle in a
virtually all-black finish.
The central fuel tank cover, fuel tank side
panels and front mudguard in Black Storm
Metallic together with black anodised fork
slider tubes give the legendary travel enduro
a strikingly masculine touch. Powerful
technical accentuations are provided by
the front and rear frame in Agate Grey in
combination with the engine, gearbox and
swinging arm. The special model is fitted with
the cross-spoke wheels with black gloss rim
base from the R1200GS Adventure. A new
black-grey seat with striking “GS” application
on the passenger seat rounds off the strong
appearance of the new TripleBlack.

Non-Metallic Matte and Ocean Blue Matte
Metallic. Light White Non-Metallic replaces
the existing Alpine White Non-Metallic.
R1200RT
The R1200RT will be available in Platin Bronze
Metallic.
R NINET
The R nineT will be available with the following
new special equipment features: Handbrushed naked/exposed aluminium fuel
tank with smoothed welding seams. Handbrushed naked/exposed aluminium fuel tank
with visible welding seams. Heated grips.

R1200GS ADVENTURE
The Adventure’s range of special equipment
features is extended to include the bankingoptimised ABS Pro. New paint Racing Red

BMW K1600GT / GTL / GTL EXCLUSIVE
With a view to enhanced motorcycling safety,
their range of standard features is extended
to include the banking-optimised ABS Pro.
New paints include Cosmic Blue Metallic /
Black Storm Metallic (GT), Ocean Blue Matte
Metallic (GTL), and Sparkling Storm Metallic
(GTL Exclusive)

S1000RR
The S1000RR will be available in Black Storm
Metallic/Racing Red Non-Metallic.

R1200GS TRIPLEBLACK
The name says it all, responding to a wish

November 2015

The Legendary Shaft

�

S1000XR
The S1000XR will be available with ABS Pro
and Riding Modes Pro.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIRS
Gary Cade, RJ Mirabal
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Bede Crawford
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W
We all have our bike of choice. For some, there
is but one brand and only one type within that
brand. Others’ bike of choice is the one they
are riding at that moment. Most of us aren’t
wealthy enough to own a huge collection of
motorcycles and one or two has to suffice for
our little collection.
Which brings me to the question: which
is the most important bike? “Authority”
(Police) bikes would certainly come to mind.
Military use of motorcycles weighs in as well.
Motorcycles used as work vehicles would, no
doubt, have an importance far beyond a bike
used for fun and recreation.
This all brings to light another question:
what type or style of bike is the most
important? Police use a myriad of types and
brands. These bikes are converted cruisers,
super touring, or sport touring styles. These
are many police departments’ bike of choice,
so again the question arises, which is the
most important motorcycle?

KEITH’S CORNER
THE MOST IMPORTANT BIKE

by Keith Ingram

the panniers and trunk and said they looked
like containers for human organ donations.
With that thought, I dare you to ever look at
a well equipped adventure bike and not think
of the motorcycle hurrying cross-country,
rapidly attempting to arrive in time with the
lifesaving, heart, liver, lungs or other human
tissue so vital to sustain life.
Now all this brings an interesting situational
possibility. If you ride in a similar speed to my
velocity, which is to say, just a “few” miles
per hour above the stated speed limit, and
were slowed by the area’s “finest,” is there
a method of “citation proof-ness” if we were
couriers for real or imagined human organs?
Think about this. We are the choir and
know the adventure bike’s purpose. But
to the unknowing, our bike appears to be
a noble, life saving, heroic, human organ

I have to admit, I evidently ride the most
important bike, a BMW GSA. I can just
imagine the cry of “Foul!” from everybody
reading this. How dare I make such a bizarre
statement! Actually I didn’t, for the surprising
“label” of importance arrived from a lifelong
friend’s wife. She saw the GSA and noticed
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transportation device.
Surely none of us would stoop to adding
“Human Organs Inside” signs to the panniers
and trunks of our bikes? None of us would
ice down a plastic heart in a Wally World ice
chest and ride like the devil, knowing that if
the police questioned our pace, we would
show evidence of our haste and hopefully be
free to rush to the nearest medical facility
(and beyond) without reprisal.
I challenge you to prove any other
motorcycle being more important. GS and A
riders…venture out into the world! You have
the potential to be modern Pony Express
Riders, for you don’t just carry the mail, but
male and female parts.
It’s a noble cause!
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