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Riding Challenge: Forts in NW New Mexico

T

the revolt against American occupation by
Hispanics and Indians from Taos Pueblo. That
uprising began January 19, 1847 and resulted
in several Americans’ deaths, including the
territorial governor, Charles Bent, who was
scalped alive. Three companies of dragoons

from the detachment at Santa Fe put down
the uprising and ended it on February 4 with a
howitzer attack on an old church where most
of the insurgents had barricaded themselves
and were killed or captured. Others were
later hunted down and tried for treason.
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Keith’s Corner

by Gary Cade

Ft. Burgwin was in operation until May 1860
when it was abandoned after the threats
against Americans had subsided. Today a
well-marked, partial replica of the fort is on
the Southern Methodist University property,
which fronts NM Highway 518, about seven
miles east of Ranchos de Taos.
In 1866 a fort was established in

h e fo rt s in th e 2 0 1 5 ridin g challen g e n ot pr e vious ly
reported on are all in northern or western New Mexico. Ft Burgwin, which was established
in 1852, was named in honor of Army Captain John Henry Burgwin, who was killed during
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Right above: Ft. Bayard with
the hospital building at the
end of the parade ground,
and doctors’ homes on the
right side of street.
Right below: Ft. Bayard
doctor’s home, now site of
the Visitors Center.

Above: Ft. Union.
Right: Clinton Greaves statue on Ft. Bayard parade ground.
Greaves was one of 17 soldiers awarded the Medal of Honor for
bravery in battles in New Mexico in territorial days.

northwestern New Mexico to protect against hostile Ute and Jicarilla Apaches, Ft. Lowell. It was
originally garrisoned by volunteers, but was staffed by regular Army troops beginning in 1867. Just
two years later, in July 1869, it was abandoned as a military post but became the Ute and Apache
Indian Agency in 1872. Ft. Lowell was finally closed for good in 1880. The fort was located across
the Rio Chama about two miles west on NM Highway 95 from its intersection with US 64/84.
The site is now private property and there are no historical remains.
The last active fort in New Mexico was Ft. Wingate in McKinley county. Established in 1860
as Ft. Fauntleroy, the name was changed to Ft. Lyon when its original namesake defected to the
Confederacy. The fort was deactivated during the Civil War, but in 1868 the garrison from the
“old” Ft. Wingate (near the present day town of Grants) was moved to be nearer to the Navajos
who had returned to the area after their release from internment at Ft. Sumner, where they had
been taken after the “Long Walk.” The new post was then named Ft. Wingate, a name that has
endured since then. Arthur McArthur was the commander of Ft. Wingate in the 1880’s, and his
son, Douglas McArthur, who was commanding general of allied forces in the Pacific in WWII,
was a toddler there. Lt. John J. Pershing, who commanded the American forces in WWI, was also
posted at Ft. Wingate; he complained about how miserable it was.
In 1907 the final conflict between the Army and Indians in New Mexico occurred when troops
from the 5th Cavalry went out from Ft. Wingate chasing armed Navajos; one of the Indians was
killed and the rest escaped. In 1914–1915 several thousand Mexican soldiers and their families were
refugees there after the Mexican Civil War. The last regular Army garrison was removed from Ft.
Wingate in 1911, and in 1918 the Army’s ordnance department assumed responsibility for the facility.

It remained a weapons depot
until 1993 when it was finally
closed by the Military Base
Realignment and Closure
Commission, although it
remained a launching point
for military rocket tests until
2010. Several of the building were transferred to the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1925, and much of
the fort’s property is destined for return to native Americans in the area, but a dispute between
the Navajo and Zuni tribes over the property has, so far, prevented that. The fort is located about
ten miles east of Gallup, at exit 31 on I-40, and several of the historic buildings are still standing.
THE RIDING CHALLENGE COMES TO A CLOSE
The last day of the 2015 Riding Challenge is October 31. Please submit documentation by November
9th regarding your visits to the historic forts, showing the motorcycle(s) you rode, the odometer
readings at each site and the dates you were there. Although not required we would like to also
receive copies of any pictures you took during your visits. The club VP, activities director and
riding challenge coordinator will meet and determine the winner who will be announced at the
club Christmas party.
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words by Gary Cade and David Wilson; photos
by Gary Cade, Jan Sands, Humberto Martinez,
and David Wilson
Been to a Sipapu rally lately where it didn’t
rain? Well, this was the year. In fact, everything about the ‘15 rally was practically flawless.
Beautiful days, lots of people and bikes with plenty to do in the gorgeous northern mountains, a
laid back early Fall vibe, great food and the best riding in all of New Mexico.
The club once again provided a rally that ran…like a well-oiled BMW. Enjoy the memories here
and scattered throughout the rest of the newsletter!

Ronnie and Janice Kay Frye (and Kathy Cade) in Ronnie’s “new” (to him) ‘67 BMW and ‘53 BMW
sidecar. Note the knockoff wheel on the hack, all four wheels are interchangeable.
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The Legendary Shaft

�

1

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

�

LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

OCTOBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

We will meet at the Shell Station at Exit 89
off I-40 in Grants to highway 117 at about
9 am. The Loop off of I-40 is about 170 miles,
so you do need to fill up here.
We will head south on 117 for about 20
miles to La Ventana Natural Arch, stop and
look. Continue on 117 for about 40 miles
to the intersection of highway 36 and turn
north. Turn east on 53 and traveling about 20
miles to El Morro Inscription Rock.
There is a Great Café just east of the park,
and we usually stop there for a late lunch. We
will complete the Loop by heading east on 53
to I-40 in Grants about 40 miles.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Don’t fret about getting saddle sore this
Sunday because we’ll meet at Rutilio’s in
Belen: 455 Main St. at 8am.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

SANDIA BMW COFFEE

They will have coffee and breakfast snacks
between 9-10:30 am for us to enjoy before
we go for a ride or whatever comes up.
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2015 RACE DAYS
10/11 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
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2015 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
10/10 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Contact smri@smri-racing.org, (800) 6475028, or http://www.smri-racing.org
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SATURDAY–MONDAY, OCTOBER 1–4
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NATIONAL EVENTS

SMRI RACE/TRACK SCHEDULE

I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY,
ROBBINSVILLE, NC

The Tapoco Lodge (near Robbinsville,) site
of our first 9 or so DGR’s re-opened just
recently under new (motorcycle friendly)
management and members at I-BMW.com
have voted overwhelmingly to change venues
this year from the Fontana back to the Tapoco
(reservations 800-849-2258). The newly
renovated, upscale Tapoco has reserved 20

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
October 2015
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

cabins for our motley group. No rooms in the
resort.

LOE B MW R N E WS

SATURDAY–MONDAY, OCTOBER 1–4

ADDING A SIGNATURE LINE TO
YOUR PROFILE AND POST

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY,
HARRISON, AR

Oktoberfest in the Ozarks’: The BMW Riders
Association Ozarks Oktoberfest in Harrison,
Arkansas. Exceptional roads and extreme
fall colors meet in the Natural State, one of
America’s best spots for riding and enjoying
outdoor life. Ride the Serpent in Arkansas.For
more information contact www.bmwra.org,
(262) 409-2899

by Terry Rowley, Webmaster and
Message Board Administrator
Have you noticed how some people have their
name, a picture, a website link or a saying at
the bottom of every post?
They’re not typing that information each
time they post, they’re using the “signature”
function. This function automatically puts
that information at the bottom of the post in
the area where a letter would commonly be
signed by the author. That’s why it’s called a
signature function.
This is how you add a signature to your

posts:
Step 1: login to your Message Board (MB)
account
Step 2: go to your User Control Panel
(UCP) by clicking the link called “User Control
Panel” near the upper left side of your MB
screen (it’s located right below the words
“Board Index”)
Step 3: on your UCP screen select the
“Profile” tab (second tab, between “Overview”
and “Board preferences” tabs) located below
the words “User Control Panel”. You will now
see 4 links along the left side of the screen
related to setting your profile options
Step 4: select the “Edit signature” link
Step 5: enter something in the Signature
box – your name, a saying, a link, anything
that you want to have automatically added at
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the bottom of each post you make
Step 6: Check it out! Click on the “Preview”
button below the Signature box and you’ll
see what your new Signature looks like (it’s
shown above the Signature box)
Step 7 (final step): When you’ve finally
got your Signature saying what you want and
looking like you want it to, click on the “Submit”
button below the Signature box to save and
start using your Signature in your posts.
Now, each time you post you’ll notice
the bottom of your post will have whatever
information you entered into the Signature box.
You won’t see your signature while you’re
creating your post, but it will be automatically
added and show at the bottom of your post
once you’ve submitted it to the Message Board.
If you want to make changes to your
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I thought you’d enjoy this photo of me wearing
the jacket I got at the rally (notice the LOE
BMW R sticker that you gave me on my offside case as well!)! I really love both things.
This photo was during a short ride on Saturday.
I had so much fun at the rally, and it was
really difficult to return home. That’s how I
feel every time I am there, and this year was
no exception. Be sure to tell all the board
members thank you for another great rally. :-)
See you soon! Jo

To “enhance” your Signature with these
Button features you will first need to select
/ highlight the portions of the Signature text
that you want to apply the feature too. Then
simply press the Button to apply that feature
to your highlighted text. When you do that
you’ll notice the MB software adds some
extra text characters to your Signature text.
For instance, if your name is John Smith and
you want to have your name bolded in your
Signature, you would use your mouse to
highlight the text “John Smith”, then press on
the “B” (bold) function button. The text in the
Signature box changes to now show “John
Smith”. The characters that are added to the
text are code that tells the internet to display
your info in a bold format. You’ll see similar

signature, just follow the above steps to take
you back to the Signature box where you can
make edits to your Signature.
Just above the Signature box are buttons
with a “B”, an “I” and other things on other
buttons. These buttons give you the option of
customizing your Signature to set it apart. If
you hold your cursor over each of the buttons
for a second or two, a pop-up will display what
each of the buttons do. Show your creativity
and play with those if you want. If you mess
your Signature up it’s easy to just delete it and
start over again.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi
to Keith R. and Steve C. We look forward to
seeing you at some of our club shindigs, and
in some far-off places riding your motorcycles.
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types of characters added when you press
the other buttons too.
The function of the Buttons, in the order
they are presented left to right on the screen
are:
Lots of different things you can do with
your Signature line if you want to. Give it a
try – it’s really easy to do.

1

2

3

4

5 6

7

8

�

LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Rod Getting
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
Jon Helm
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIRS
Gary Cade, RJ Mirabal
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Bede Crawford
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W
A motorcycle embodies a
myriad of purposes, which we
hopefully always continue to
achieve the limits of our skill,
courage, talent and nerve.
If we really ride one “on the
edge,” it’s quite possible for the
bike to give us a high no drug
could ever offer. If your riding
is of the touring variety, you
miss all the thrills an adventure
bike offers. Atop a great offroad bike, it’s easy to introduce
yourself to the feel (and taste)
of mud, dirt, rocks, and tree
branches. As well as test your
bench pressing abilities, while
you attempt to return your bike
from the “sleeping” position to the vertical
“awake” position.
While the adventure bike offers many
versions of the typical get-off, the touring
variety hopefully never introduces you to the
above distractions. If while atop a GTL, RT, or
GT, you experience these “distractions” on
a regular basis, perhaps an auto might be
your ride of choice. Sometimes (and we hate
to admit this) a few riders should be drivers
instead (which is scary as well).
Now consider this: use your bike for a very
different purpose. Let it be a serious “teaching
tool.” As a former classroom teacher, I’ve
used a variety of motorcycles as teaching
tools. With the school’s blessing I’ve brought
my bikes into my classroom. The bikes have
come in spotless and mud covered. I don’t
start the bikes or ride them, but they are there
for perhaps the most important life lesson I
can offer school age kids.

KEITH’S CORNER
TEACHER IN THE CLASSROOM

by Keith Ingram

With the bike sitting quietly in the center
of the classroom, I explain I can afford it
because I never spend a cent on tobacco,
alcohol or drugs.
That sermon is preached daily to kids,
and like them, when their age, I blew off
the sermon. However, with an impressive
motorcycle sitting right in front of the kids,
the sermon takes on a new meaning. The
motorcycle now becomes a reality of owning,
not just an idea or dream. A real, live, cool,
motorcycle which is surprisingly easy to
own if the drug/tobacco/alcohol bucks are
redirected to its ownership.
While I could relate many positive
reactions to my “motorcycle as a teacher”
idea, here’s one story of the effect of this
teaching method. A 15 year old boy in my
class was a double-tough gang member. He
was never a problem for me, but typically did
poorly in class, because he had zero interest
in the science presented to him. Picture this
guy: small in size, knife scars on his face
and tattoos covering his arms. With the
discussion of the bike and Newton’s Laws,
for the first time he became interested and
offered thoughts of the “what, where and
why” of the lesson presented.
Because of the “bike in the classroom,”
this guy began working harder in class. When
given ten essay questions of the subject, his
answers were the most thoughtful of all the
students in the class. Later I give a short test
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and he scored the highest in the class.
Armed with this excellent work, I hand
wrote a “To Whom it may Concern” note
about his excellent work, thoughts and
knowledge and told of his class leading work.
I walked over to his desk and quietly slipped
him the note (I learned this skill years ago
with the girls), and whispered that he might
want to read it.
I walked away, but carefully watched as
he read my words. This tough kid’s eyes filled
with tears, and as the class ended he carefully
folded the note.
While leaving the class, he walked up to
me and said, “Mr. Ingram, no one has ever
written anything nice about me before!” He
broke into a wide grin and enthusiastically
said, “I have to see my probation officer, and
wait ‘till he sees this!”
He finished the semester with one of the
highest grades in the class. Today, in his early
30’s, he’s gainfully employed, married with
two kids and anytime I see him, the greeting
always comes with a big hug.
Some of life’s smallest victories are the
biggest ones of all.
A motorcycle’s purpose? Perhaps to redirect the life of a school age boy (or girl). You
could invite yourself and your bike to a school
near you to deliver your own “life story.” What
are you waiting for?
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