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Keith’s Corner

Memories and Anticipation

T

h e fi r s t c r o s s - co u n t ry t r i p i m a d e s ta r t e d o u t o n a wa r m
New York morning. I still recall the smell of the damp morning air and the anticipation of
starting a journey I had waited so many years to make.

I had bought my first bike, a 1978 Honda
CB750, with the intention or riding across the
country. Knowing nothing about motorcycles
at that point, I didn’t recognize that it was a
beater. And being even less of a mechanic
than I am now, I didn’t realize that the chain

My first ride after getting my license was from
Albany to Queens, New York. I knew enough
to wear the proper gear, but not enough to
distinguish between summer and winter
wear. I still remember the exciting novelty of
the bike squirming across the ridges between
lanes on the interstate. And stopping after
about 20 minutes to take off some of the

rubbing a groove in the center stand support
was a bad thing, or that you had to replace a
fuse with the same size fuse.
I’m not notalgic about that bike, but I
have plenty of memories being aboard it as I
learned about the mysteries of motorcycling.
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There were some riders at
Sandia BMW’s annual Tent
Sale to be sure, but not
many. The temperatures
in the 20’s and 30’s, not to
mention the snow, kept most
people in attendance on
four wheels. All the better
to load up all that storage
space with the end – or
beginning – of the year
deals. Still, there were some
cool rides to be spotted, like
this fighter plane sidecar rig.

abundant protective gear that threatened to give me heat stroke.
I also remember that, unknown to me, that was the last day of Americade, the biggest rally in
the Northeast. The highway was full of bikes, and when the inevitable rain hit there were some
riders who seemed to know even less than I did. They were on their sport bikes wearing garbage
bags that shredded as they sped through the rain. As little experience as I had, I knew that wasn’t
right. I also didn’t realize how lucky I was to get to New York City in one piece, with practically no
time in the saddle on a big, heavy beater of a bike.
So I learned to ride on the streets of New York, through many fuses and a few chains before
figuring out the mysteries of proper maintenance. The Honda fit right in with the other well-worn
commuters lining out of the way motorcycle parking spots scattered throughout the city. I hadn’t
taken the trip I bought the bike for (thankfully, it would never have made it), but I eventually
realized that I had outgrown the bike and it was time to move on.
Down the street from where I lived was a BMW motorcycle dealer. I never even knew they
made motorcycles! The place was a revelation. The bikes were so competent, so solid, so fast
looking and practical at the same time – and so expensive. I didn’t think I could afford one, but then
I was riding home on an ‘86 K 75 T demo bike, and my riding world changed forever. The superior
machine helped make me a better rider, and after another year of getting getting acquainted with
each other it was finally time to take the trip so long in the making.
Back then I was young and full of energy, and the excitement of my dream coming true spurred
me to temporarily become a morning person. I soon came to my senses, but that was quite a
week of witnessing sunrises, mists over fields and other such wonders that evening people only
read about in the blackness of late night erudition.

I had the amazing experience of riding for several hours before breakfast, of watching fog rise
from eastern farmland, and having miles of empty road to myself. On that first day it was still
morning when I crossed the New Jersey border into Pennsylvania. The K bike hummed beneath
me with the song that has ingrained itself as a fundamental part of my BMW experience, the
engine spinning effortlessly day in and day out as the miles flew beneath the tires. The slight buzz
as the motor noises disappeared into the sound of the air rushing by, in those early days for 12 to
14 hours at a stretch, 500 to 700 miles a day.
Each hour the landscape changed profoundly, by the end of the first day the green rolling hills
of the East Coast had given way to flatter, yellower midwest farmland. The humidity had dropped
and the air began its dry-ward slide that would continue the further west I went. The thrill of
traveling carried me through what should have been an adjustment period to so many hours
in the saddle, it seemed like every corner in the road and every state border brought new and
wondrous sights and smells. The bike planted to the pavement felt like it wanted to run forever, it
could certainly eat the miles longer than I could.
It was dark by the time I stopped at the end of that first day. I was far from home, and had
become a part of the summer road travelers cruising the main street of whatever little town I was
in looking for a small room for the night. Every part of it was an adventure, and I was filled with
the energy of the journey. The years of dreaming, becoming adept at riding, and matching the
dream with the machine came together in two weeks that remain a touchstone in my life and
solidified my identity as a rider.
Every day I can feel the call of the road, the urge to travel, to go and never stop.
David Wilson, editor
January 2015
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The

Christmas Party!

In Pictures

It was the eatin’-est season:
the Christmas Party! The
biggest club event of the year,
other than the rally. It was
all quite Italian, there was
plenty of pasta and pizza for
all. Doug gets the kudos for
going above and beyond to
make sure it was a fabulous
party. Feliz Navidad!
January 2015
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

JANUARY
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4

PIG OUT ON THE “TRAVIS” FOR
THE TRAVELING BREAKFAST
AT K&I DINER

Doug has a good one planned for us! Let’s
re-visit an old favorite. The K&I Diner on
South Broadway is a great spot with great
New Mexican Food and excellent service.

Remember last winter there? The “Travis” is
the original (and much copied) big burrito
smothered in fries, hash browns, chile, cheese,
and the kitchen sink. If you want to die young,
order the full size Travis. Since it is supposed
to continue to be frigid for a while, let’s meet
up there at 8:30 am (maybe the sun will help
warm things up a little by then) for some New
Years cheer, and good fellowship! See you all
there.

Officers where we railroad – uh, support our
favorite candidates to keep our club organized
and on a steady course. (Latitude/Longitude
coordinates are 35.24238, -106.61255.)
Please visit the LOEBMWR club Forum for
links to all map locations:
http://loebmwr.org/forum/viewtopic.
php?f=4&t=4571
February 1st will be the start of another
new diet!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1

NATIONAL EVENTS

PROGRESSIVE BREAKFAST AND
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

This is one of the biggest club events of the
year, where we try to put back on those
holiday pounds we just lost by dieting last
month. The festivities will start at 8:30 am
with Gary and Kathy Cade as our hosts for the
first round of treating our caffeine and sweet
roll deficiencies at the first stop. (Latitude/
Longitude coordinates are 35.123722,
-106.543510.)
Then around 9:30, we head out to the
second, critical stop at Damian’s factory for
the 10:00 main course of those giant, tasty
breakfast burritos Damian and Julianna
are famous for. After more telling tires and
kicking lies until about 11:00, we then test our
bike’s gross weight capacity and motor on to
the third and last stop. (Latitude/Longitude
coordinates are 35.11673, -106.61646.)
The third stop at 11:30, hosted by Tom and
Liza Volkmann, gives us once last chance to
fill in those spaces left in our stomachs with
dips, drinks, veggies (gotta stay healthy),
crackers, desserts, etc. Oh, yeah, and this is
where we have the critical Club Election of

2015 SMRI RACE/TRACK
SCHEDULE

2015 RACE DAYS
5/17 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/7 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
7/12 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/2 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
9/13 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
10/11 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
2015 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
4/26 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
5/16 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/6 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/28 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/1 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/23 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
10/10 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
Contact smri@smri-racing.org, 800-6475028, or http://www.smri-racing.org
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from Marc Beyer, OCD Custom Cycles, Santa Fe
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
January 2015
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LOE B MW R N E WS

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

THE SANDIA BMW TENT SALE

This year’s annual event was held during
the coldest weather of the year (well, it was
January 2nd!), so there was no excuse not to
visit and warm up with some posole. It was
deal city, whether you were looking for a new
bike or new gear. Shop ahoy!

MESSAGE BOARD TIPS & TRICKS

A QUICK WAY TO WADE THROUGH ALL
THOSE POSTS
by Terry Rowley, Webmaster and Message
Board Administrator
So many posts, so little time … how do I
quickly get to only the new posts or the ones
I haven’t yet read?
Use the “View unread posts” function or
the “View new posts” function.

The links to these functions are located
near the left side of the screen just above
the top of the box showing all the main post
topics. These two links are only visible when
you are logged in to the Message Board and
are on the main Board Index Message Board
page. (you’ll also see the “View unanswered
posts” and “View active topics” links there)
Click on the “View unread posts” link and
the screen will change to show only those
posts which you have not already opened
and viewed.
Click on the “View new posts” link and the
screen will change to show only those posts
which have been made since the last time
you logged in to the Message Board.
Try clicking on the “View unanswered posts”
and “View active topics” links to see how they

function too.
If you have a bunch of posts that you
haven’t read and you want to start fresh,
click the “Mark forums read” link on the right
side of the page (on same line as the other 4
links). That will show all the posts as read and
nothing will display when you click the “View
unread posts” link.
Next month we’ll walk through Subscribing
or Watching a Topic or Forum.

seniors in a car crash last spring.
They wanted me to reach out and give you
another great resource they have been using.
The more information out there the safer we
can all be! http://www.boogeylights.com/
safety-guide-for-motorsports.html
This group of kids really are wonderful and
have come a long way in learning. Because of
their hard work, I told them they could have a
surprise pizza party this Friday ;)

LOEBMWR.ORG REACHES OUT

NEW MEMBERS

My name’s Susan and I’m a tutor at the local
middle and high school. The kids that I mentor
for driver’s ed wanted me to email you and let
you know that they think your page, on motor
vehicle safety, is very helpful! This topic hits
us extremely close to home, after losing two

Continued on next page
January 2015
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Welcome to our new club members! Say hi
to Francis P. We look forward to seeing you at
some of our club shindigs, and in some far-off
places riding your motorcycles.
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THE NEW BMW S 1000 RR

With refined torque delivery and peak torque
of 83 lb-ft, an increase in engine output to 199
hp, plus a reduction in weight to 204 kg with
a full tank of fuel and Race ABS, the S1000RR
is entering a new generation. Besides eliciting
even sharper performance, particular attention was also paid to designing the bike to be
even more rider-friendly.
The enhanced performance of the new
RR in terms of drive power can be attributed to the re-engineered cylinder head with
new duct geometry, new intake camshaft
and even lighter intake valves. Furthermore,
an airbox with a modified capacity combines
with an intake system with shorter intake
lengths to make mixture preparation more effective than ever and give the new S 1000 RR
added punch. A further key contributing factor to the improvement in power and torque
characteristics is the new exhaust system,

which dispenses with a front silencer and
weighs around 3 kg lighter. Rideability and
response from standstill both benefit from an
increase in torque upwards of approx. 5,000
rpm, a more linear torque curve, as well as a
wide torque plateau that allows the rider to
summon up almost maximum pulling power
between 9,500 and 12,000 rpm.
Chassis-wise, the new RR has been honed
with the introduction of a new, lighter frame
structure. Together with the optimised chassis geometry featuring redefined values for
the steering head angle, wheel castor, wheelbase and swingarm pivot point, it promises
even better handling, increased traction and
unequivocal feedback, particularly when riding at the limit. As a factory-fitted option,
the S1000 can also be specified with the improved version of the electronically controlled
Dynamic Damping Control (DDC) suspension from the HP4.

The RR already comes with three riding
modes: “Rain”, “Sport” and “Race”. The Pro
riding mode supplements two additional
modes, “Slick” and “User”. Pro mode also
features Launch Control for flawless racing
starts as well as a programmable pit-lane
speed limiter for sticking exactly to the pitlane speed limit. The HP Gear Shift Assist Pro,
which can likewise be ordered as an ex-works
option, enables lightning-fast clutchless upshifting and downshifting.

January 2015
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The new RR leaves the factory with Race
ABS and Automatic Stability Control. With
the Pro riding mode feature, it can enable
Dynamic Traction Control, including banking
sensor.
For the first time, the RR is now also available with an electronic speed control. The
multifunctional instrument cluster comprises
a new dial for the analogue rev counter as
well as a redesigned LCD display offering a
far greater array of functions.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
Gary Cade
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35 (note new price). Dues are
payable on January 1. Nonpaying members
will be rendered inactive on March 1st. For
more information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Lynn Coburn
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W
KEITH’S CORNER
THE WICKED WITCH OF THE NORTH

Anyone who rides a motorcycle, is more than
often asked why they ride. We’ve all discussed
and answered this query a multitude of times,
all of which probably does little to pacify the
doubts from the questioner. Why we ride
isn’t really an answer we need to supply to
anyone other than ourselves. Actually, if
you “really” ride, which is to say, you do not
adorn yourself with a “costume” and cruise
around town (which or course, is perfectly
fine) – but to the serious rider, a “real” ride
is best described as a combination of many
hours and miles before each day ends.
It’s been said, even seen on bumper
stickers, “Sometimes it takes a entire tank
of gas to clear your mind.” So with this
thought, forget the “why we ride.” The more
important “when we ride” is the better
question. If you’re a totally serious and
committed rider, you are stopped only by
slick and icy roads … maybe.
Those of us lucky enough to live in the
desert southwest wonder why anyone would
feel they have a need for some type of trickle
charger for their bike’s battery. Why need
one? Cold? We ride. Wet and rainy? We
ride? Road looks terrible? We ride. Tornado’s
coming? We ride … faster. No one to join you?
We ride. Don’t know where to go? We ride.
Actually some of the best riding is during
the winter. Why? Only real riders are out and
the road is ours. The “fair weather” riders will
not be there, in the way, or taking the best

by Keith Ingram

roads. They are home, talking about how
great they ride.
Is winter riding more difficult? Yes and no
is the easy answer. Personally the only time
I’ve been stopped in the winter has been by
icy roads, but not totally. Of course the super
cold temps can be defeated or at least held
at the proverbial gate. Just a simple cruise on
to “Winter Riding” section on your computer,
brings a myriad of clothing, boots and other
items which will allow very comfortable cold
weather riding.
I feel in many ways, the winter brings some
of the best riding. One reason of course is the
fact it quickly stops the “poseurs” and “look at
me” riders. By the time you dress with enough
wind and water protection, no one knows
who you are anyway. However, don’t go rob
a bank dressed this way. You can barely walk,
much less run from the crime scene!
Most of us have seen the wonderful
holiday movie “A Christmas Story”. We
probably remember our parents wrapping us
so tight in winter coats and pants, just like the
little boy in the movie, we couldn’t walk well
and if we fell down, it was spring before they
found us. We were very hungry, but also quite
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warm, we just couldn’t find a way to return to
vertical without help.
A definite relief for this is the heated
clothing method. Heated socks, pants, coat,
gloves and even seat and handlebars. An
amazing feeling! If you’ve ever been suffering
from chills are given heated blankets, it’s a
great feeling! Heated clothing is the same.
Effective? Amazingly so! I’ve ridden in minus
nine degree temps, with a 20 mph headwind,
riding over 100 mph and felt comfortable. I
wasn’t overheated, but not cold either.
I’ve looked the Wicked Witch of the North
in the eye and laughed. Don’t let Mother
Nature, the North Witch, Old Man Glum or
worst of all, the “Weenie Riders” with zero
courage and even less risk-taking attitude
in their nature, drag you down to their level.
Grab that heated, waterproof gear and
get out and ride. Roads are wide open for
we are the 1% riders who purchase our bikes
to ride them. We don’t leave them in the
motorcycle funeral home “mourning” area,
hoping and wishing our beloved bikes will
be “reborn” come spring time.
Winter? Can’t wait!
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