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In New Mexico, even if the thermometer is
in the 20’s, it’s not too tough two-wheeling
if the sun is shining. Be it psychological or
meteorological, cold in the sun sure doesn’t
feel as frigid as cold in the dark.
So a riding opportunity arose as the

If you remember, the weeks around
Thanksgiving were our foretaste of winter,
time to pack up the watering hoses and
harvest whatever was left in the garden
before the hard freeze. With the parents on
task to take David to school – and thus all of
our 4-wheeled vehicles claimed – it fell to
me to ride in to work. I broke out the vintage

Thanksgiving season became visiting family
time this year. First my parents came down
from Montana for a week, then Marina came
out from Michigan to help us eat the gourmet
holiday dinner Kristin created. For me the
visits meant a chance to ride.
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Keith’s Corner

iding in the cold is a lot like riding in the r ain. if you have
the time to prepare it’s not bad at all. With the right gear and equipment you can
experience the environment without being unbearably uncomfortable.
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The day started out bright
and sunny, but David
wanted to “ride in the
clouds.” So up to the clouds
we went. It was one of those
surreal New Mexico weather
experiences where the
clouds came blasting over
the Peak, into our faces and
off into the ether. Cool in so
many senses of the word…

3 GENERATIONS ON THE PEAK

winter gear and enthusiastically embraced my opportunity to get out and ride, even if it was only
to work, and freezing cold. The ergonomics of the bike kept most of the cold wind away, and the
heated grips were just enough to keep the rest of me warm.
After so much driving the ponderous pickup to work, the bike was like a mosquito buzzing
through traffic. My commute takes me through the messy Paseo del Norte construction, but on
the motorcycle it was effortless. It was so much easier – and more exciting – to zip into the third
lane and watch everybody recede in my mirrors instead of dicing from lane to lane in the truck,
not trying to get in anybody’s way. The cold became a state of mind, forgotten in the enjoyment
of being on the bike, just as the time taken on the commute seemed so much shorter because
it was so much fun. Well, maybe the time really was shorter, since the velocity of the trip was so
much higher.
And then there’s the cameraderie. When the weather’s nice, it’s easy to acknowledge all the
other bikers you pass. But when the temperature dips below freezing and you see another rider,
there’s that connection of being in a special minority of people who really, really love to be on two
wheels regardless of the conditions.
With Christmas coming up, take a little free time to bundle up and get out on the road. The
brisk air will clarify your senses, and you may discover that winter is a fine time for motorcycling.
Especially in beautiful New Mexico.
David Wilson, editor

by Marina Ackerson
It was a typical bright sunny day on the west
side of Sandia mountain at the base of the
Tram. Looking out at the top of the mountain,
however, was a curl of white clouds that reached from behind and over like a giant claw.
The plan was to ride around to the east side of the mountain, up the Turquoise Trail to the Peak
road and enjoy the 12 miles of perfectly banked curves to the very top. There were four of us on
three motorcycles. Me (yiayia Marina) on my F650GS, my daughter Kristin on her F650 and sonin-law Dave with five year old grandson David Sky on the back of his K1200R Sport.
From the west side of the mountain it looked a little ominous, but Dave gave the go sign and
led the way up. As we rounded each curve, we could feel the temperature drop more and more.
It was downright cold when we got to the top, and we were actually in the clouds. It was certainly
a different kind of view than the first time I rode to the top some years ago on a clear warm blue
sky day.
We parked and got off the bikes. David Sky said he was cold. I said, “Let’s get some family
photos quick and head back down where it’s warm.”
Enjoy the photos of our three generation ride to the top of Sandia Peak.
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OVERLAND 2014
While I decided to spend a lot of time
in winch classes, Jan chose to drive
three different vehicles on the course

Wonder if one of these vehicles is
in my future? Probably not :(

The little hill doesn’t look like much. When
you are in the vehicle going up and all you
can see is sky, it is a tad intimidating

Me, Rock, and Bill’s tent in the background

Someone knew what was
most important…
photos by Bill, Susie and Jan

Pedro cooking Piah. Yum!

o what has Susie
been up to since selling her motorcycle?
I attended Overland
in 2012 and realized
I could really enjoy
off-roading. Driving
off-road vehicles on
a course they had set
up was a blast. But I
really didn’t have the vehicle
to take on off-roading as a new
Not quite sure what this
hobby. I had a Toyota Sequoia,
was to scare off
big enough to hold the whole
family. Well, the family moved
to Massachusetts. I then decided to sell the Sequoia and bought a Toyota FJ Cruiser. I took a
class outside LA last year to determine if this was really what I wanted to do before I began putting money into SheJ. Yep, this was what I wanted to do. What I have done so far: wrapped SheJ
in a protective film, Body Armor front and rear bumpers, winch, hi-lift jack, and tail light covers.
Jan and I headed out to Overland 2014, just outside of Flagstaff. We made reservations at

S

A fun time was had by all,
can’t wait til next year!

Some folks take some training on the
motorcycle course
the campground in advance so we could be next to Colleen, Nyla and Mark along with Nina and
Pedro and a couple of their friends. A friend from Chicago flew in. Bill rode in and pitched his tent
in our RV spot. We were settling in for a great, long weekend. Pedro makes (and I have no clue
how to spell this) Piah, enough to feed 20 folks. Others that we’ve met (including Jim Johnson)
were invited for Piah.
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

DECEMBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

by Doug Guinn
I have arranged for our party to be at
Trombino’s Italian Ristorante. They are not
open on Saturdays for lunch, so we will get
the premier treatment, the entire restaurant
for our club. We will start at 11 am, with buffet
food served at 12. There will be a cash bar,
but soft drinks will be provided as part of the
meal. As you also probably know, their food
is great.

ON ANY SUNDAY

2015 RACE DAYS
5/17 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/7 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
7/12 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/2 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
9/13 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
10/11 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for the latest
developments.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for the latest
developments.

NATIONAL EVENTS

2015 SMRI RACE/TRACK
SCHEDULE

from Marc Beyer, OCD Custom Cycles, Santa Fe

SATURDAY–MONDAY, MARCH 14–16

1ST AUSTRALIAN I-BMW RALLY

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
Meet Friday evening March 13th at Jingellic
Pub/Hotel, 3149 River Road Jingellic, NSW
2642. For reservations call 02 6037 1290.
All rally details including detailed maps
showing the daily routes, lodging, etc. can
be found at I-BMW.com Motorcycle rentals
are available out of Sydney and Melbourne
with quite a few BMW’s on the menu. Costs
are about $200-300+ a day plus insurance,
deposit etc. The tentative (and fluid) plan
is for 3 days riding through and around the
snowy mountains. This rally will make I-BMW
history – and it’s been a long time coming. Be
a part of (hopefully) a new tradition. And
watch out for the ‘roos.
SATURDAY–MONDAY, OCTOBER 1–4
from Karen Jacobs, Vice President & Charter
Club Coordinator, womanridge@gmail.com
Oktoberfest in the Ozarks’: The BMW Riders
Association Ozarks Oktoberfest in Harrison,
Arkansas. Exceptional roads and extreme
fall colors meet in the Natural State, one of
America’s best spots for riding and enjoying
outdoor life. Ride the Serpent in Arkansas.
Registration and details coming soon! For
more information contact www.bmwra.org
(262) 409-2899
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
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Contact smri@smri-racing.org, 800-6475028, or http://www.smri-racing.org
Please mark your calenders!

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY

2015 SCHOOLS AND TRACK DAYS
4/26 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
5/16 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/6 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
6/28 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/1 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
8/23 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
10/10 Motiva Speedway, Albuquerque
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LOE B MW R N E WS

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW SHOWROOM
AND THE ALL NEW 2015 MODELS!!

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

WRAPPING THE RIDING
CHALLENGE

from RJ Mirabal
It is now time to turn in your photos and list
of fun sites you visited on your motorcycle
for this year’s challenge! Send your info to
Tammy so she can compile the results for
announcement at the Christmas Party! I
strongly urge you to email Tammy (using the
little envelope icon to the right of her first
posting on the message board under the
Riding Challenge - Signs, Shrines and Springs
in the “Scheduled Rides, etc.” category) rather
than using PM. May the best rider win!

CONTINUING OUR SPECIAL
4-WHEELER EDITION

REVOLVING EVOLVING

from Mark Winslow
Proving that we’ll publish pretty much
anything, here’s another entry in the
4-wheeler category to complement Susie’s
Overland story: Mark’s very cool, very vintage
pickup truck.

from Tom Volkmann
Regarding the article about the evolution
of boxers to liquid cooling. Effective cooling
is a basic requirement for all engines, and
becomes much more difficult when building
engines with higher HP per liter. Our old
airheads didn’t overheat, as they were simple
2-valve carbureted engines putting out less
than 75 HP/liter. The oilhead took us to four
valves, a bit more displacement, and a bit more
power. Oil cooling was added to supplement
the over-taxed air cooling system. The waterboxer gives almost unlimited, scalable cooling
for the 125 HP now available and for more on
future models.
Of course the big change in the water
boxer is the change in airflow through the

Continued on next page
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engine. The oil head flowed back to front,
while the water boxer flows top to bottom.
The big benefit here is that we now have
an intake cam and an exhaust cam, where
the oilhead had two cams each controlling
one intake valve and one exhaust valve. The
big benefit to the new design is that now
BMW can move into the realm of variable
cam timing, which will be essential to future
power gains. I would predict that we will see
electro-hydraulically controlled cam timing
on both intake and exhaust cams soon, and
perhaps some sort of variable length intake
arrangement to give both good torque from
the basement and big power on the top end.
Stay tuned…
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ELECTRIC SUPERBIKE ROLLS OUT
TO EVERYDAY STREET DRIVERS

by Dara Kerr, cnet.com
The Pikes Peak car and motorcycle race is
often called the “race to the clouds.” It’s
a harrowing 12.5-mile ascent up one of
Colorado’s 14,000-foot peaks wrapped with
156 turns. Typically, the winner is driving a
Kawasaki, Ducati or Honda. Last year, for the
first time, the winner was driving an electric
motorcycle. It was a Lightning Motorcycles
bike, and it sped to the top in 10 minutes
flat, 21 seconds faster than its gasoline
competitors. On the straight-aways, it raced
up to 160 miles-per-hour.
That competition was the first year electric
motorcycles were allowed to compete in the
Pikes Peak challenge, a significant shift in the
sports bike competition. Now, these racing

bikes are coming to regular customers.
Lightning Motorcycles delivered its
$38,000 superbike to its first customer
on Tuesday. But just because it’s for mere
mortals doesn’t mean the LS-218, as it’s
called, is your grandad’s motorcycle. It’s a
sleek, aerodynamic, soundless machine. It
doesn’t get hot in traffic. It doesn’t vibrate.
And, it can hit a speed of 218 miles per
hour. Most gasoline sports bikes max out at
around 215 miles per hour.
“When I test drove this thing I didn’t
know what to do with the torque. It was
unbelievable,” Lightning Motorcycles’ first
customer Troy Helming said. “I felt like I was
going to fly off the back.”
This isn’t the first electric motorcycle
to come onto the scene; dozens of other
companies have products on the market or

are working on prototypes. But Lightning
Motorcycles’ bike has proved to be the
fastest. Helming said his previous electric
motorcycle couldn’t handle much more than
65 miles per hour.
The Lightning Motorcycle isn’t the first
high-performance electric drive vehicle
either. Tesla got its start outfitting Lotus Elise
sports cars with specialized electric motors.
And much like Tesla helping change people’s
perceptions about cars, Lightning could do
the same for motorcycles, analysts say.
“It upends the prevailing wisdom that
going electric sacrifices performance,”
Parks Associates analyst Jennifer Kent said.
“Lightning Motorcycles has proved that
electric motorcycles can perform – or even
outperform – traditional gas bikes. “
Besides speed, the superbike is also more

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi
to Carrie C, Cliff O and Susan Q. We look
forward to seeing you at some of our club
shindigs (and the Christmas Party!), and in
some far-off places riding your motorcycles.
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energy efficient than its gas rivals. Helming
estimates it will cost him 5 to 7 cents worth
of electricity for his daily 25-mile commute.
And, a full charge on the LS-218 could give
him a range of 90 to 100 miles.
When Lightning Motorcycles CEO Richard
Hatfield handed off the bike’s keys to Helming
on Tuesday, he said even though the LS-218
is built for performance, it’s comfortable for
anybody.
“You ride it and it feels like the future,” he
said.

1

2

3

4

5 6

7

8

�

LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
Gary Cade
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35 (note new price). Dues are
payable on January 1. Nonpaying members
will be rendered inactive on March 1st. For
more information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Lynn Coburn
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W
KEITH’S CORNER
WHAT IS A MOTORCYCLIST?

We come in all shapes and sizes. Our ages
vary greatly. We are wealthy and quite
poor. Our political agendas scatter across
the boards of all party activities. Our only
common bond in political matters is keep the
roads open and hope for understanding law
enforcement when we occasionally “bend”
the laws of legal speeds.
Our only “common” motorcycle is the
fact we do not have a “common” bike. We
ride the greatest variety of motorcycles the
world’s manufactures produce. We love our
cruisers, touring, luxury, adventure, sport and
of course, our competition bikes.
In many cases, once we purchase a
motorcycle, we have to “make it ours” with
aftermarket items, sometimes out spending
the original purchase of the bike itself. We
love our chrome plated “farkles”, so gleaming
in the daytime sun, to look at our bike without
eye protection, is to risk sight damage. Night
becomes day with the addition of lights
with special names of LED, HID, Refracting,
Halogen and others. These lights put enough
strain on our bike’s charging system, it has its
own “Worker’s Comp” card.
We spend a comparable amount of time
the local orthopedics dedicate to various
surgeries, as we study the shapes, sizes and
of course the “look” of aftermarket seats.
For many, the OEM seat just isn’t “right”.
We obtain all the info possible for the seat,
heated and all and purchase a new one who’s
cost would feed a family of five for weeks.
We ride in the rain, wind, dust and snow.
We ride to friend’s homes and we ride totally
lost. Of course we riders are never lost, just
exploring. A real rider owns every conceivable
from of clothing for weather. We can ride

by Keith Ingram

in sub zero and temperatures beyond the
century mark. We ride on freezing conditions,
though we don’t always admit, we’re wearing
heated clothing. Sometimes it’s enjoyable to
be believed as the toughest of the tough.
Some ride in groups of the same brand,
shunning others who obviously don’t share
their discriminating taste in motorcycles.
We ride with others having little interest in
their bike of choice, bonded not by ”labels”
but love of the ride and road. We don’t care
how they arrived, how they dress, or where
they are from. We all share the common
love of the ride.
Some of us keep our bikes so clean, open
heart surgery could be performed on us
while sitting on our bikes. The bike is so clean
and polished that when riding, bug smashing
isn’t possible, for no matter the sticky DNA
of the offending insect, his internal organs
can’t find a location on the bike with enough
abrasion to stick. Even with the bike sitting
totally still, a fly attempting a landing on
the super polished tank, will find himself
performing an Olympic medal winning back
flip, vault, and triple twist, while attempting
to find a foot hold.
For some riders, a dirty bike indicates
a clean mind. If life’s challenges prove too
daunting at times, a hop on our bikes for a ride
is better than hours of psychiatric counseling.
It’s been often stated sometimes it takes
a full tank of fuel to clear our thoughts. We
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don’t have a clean bike, for to clean means
riding time wasted doing so. Three hours of
scrubbing, polishing, drying and detailing is
time better spent riding. As the sign says:
“You don’t see a motorcycle parked outside
a Psychiatrist’s office”.
For a few, the most important part of a
motorcycle isn’t the any of the “hard parts” but
the tires. However not just because they are
vital for support of the bike’s control, traction,
turning and such. It’s not that, but rather the
proverbial “Panty Line” or “Chicken Strip” of
the tire’s wear. A “real” motorcycle ride will
have a very impressive “Panty Line” to view!.
It’s rather simple and undeniably proof of a
bike ridden with great skill. To a few, the real
ride involves the greatest lean angle possible
every time a curve, corner or roundabout
appears. A well ridden bike leaves evidence
in its tires and the unending “Stupid Grin” of
riding enjoyment on the rider’s face.
Some bikes are work, a way to get to work,
a way to see the city or a vehicle to travel the
world. As riders, we don’t leave this world
alive, so while our days may be plenty or few,
toss away your phone or computer with which
you’re reading this throw away the wash mitt
and drying towel and go ride.
There’s a terrific, wonderful, scary, adventurous, demanding, exciting world out there
and it can be seen best atop two wheels.
Let’s ride!

1

2

3

4

5

6

7 8

