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Still Rallyin’ Strong

S

i n c e j o i n i n g t h e c l u b a b o u t 2 0 y e a r s a g o i ’ v e o n ly m i s s e d a
couple of Sipapu rallies, so the weather forecasters’ dire predictions about storms in
the mountains weren’t enough to deter me from this year’s appointed round.

Family obligations being what they are, I could
only make a quick Saturday trip. Keeping
a keen eye on the skies I mounted up and
headed out as early as I could manage (which
wasn’t really all that early).
Sure I would get dumped on at some point,

I turned onto the High Road in Pojoaque
and reveled in empty roads through all the
twisties. The weekend crowds had apparently
been scared off by the week’s alarming
forecasts. The day was warm, with the hot
edge of summer worn off, and all was good in
the two wheeled world.
Winding my way north revisiting the small

I blazed up the highway as fast as I thought
I could get away with. When I crested La
Bajada Hill in Santa Fe and saw the beautiful
clear vista north to Taos I realized that all
those warnings were hot air. I dialed it down
a bit and started to enjoy the ride.
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Hanging out
is a big part of
the rally, at the
club house or in
the coffee tent
(due to the fire
that took out the
social area of the
Lodge, right).
But this year the
stellar weather
meant that the
hanging out was
done at the end
of the day: the
rest of the time
was too beautiful
not to ride!
towns and unkempt roads reminded me of the wonder of New Mexico motorcycling. I was
enjoying the journey so much I found myself in Sipapu before I realized it.
There were plenty of tents around but not a whole lot of people. I tracked down some in-theknow club members at the Registration Table and learned that over 300 people had shown up
in Sipapu already. That meant that about 250 were out riding, which was the best thing I could
think of doing on such a gorgeous day. Still, I had my duty to do, so I headed over to the vendors
to see how much money I could spend in how little time. The choices of gear from the vendors
was much deeper than my pockets, but I found enough to fill up the luggage I’d brought with me.
I kept the storage minimal on purpose to keep myself from going shopping crazy.
I checked out the giant tent set up across from the Lodge (also marveling at the whole front
of the building that had been sheared off in the recent fire), enjoying coffee from our diligent
volunteers. I have to say that it was great stuff, especially considering the massive volume of
caffeine that was being brewed.
I did some requisite bike gawking, even though most of the crowd was out and about. You
can find the newest and oldest, and always the coolest bikes at our rally. David Hudson got the
nod for newest and coolest, with his new R Nine, which he’d had factory modified into a sort of
cafe racer, and further attached number plates and flat-track style frame guards. Everybody was
checking that one out.
After all that spending and gawking it was time for eating (I know, you’re wondering why it
took so long to get to the food). The club house was the spot for that, and as usual the table
was piled high with grub. Chile simmered in its pot and the fridge was stuffed with leftovers
from Friday’s club barbecue. I don’t have to describe the club’s aptitude for eating, suffice to say

nobody was ever hungry during the weekend. And, true to form, most of the club members to be
found (who weren’t out volunteering) were hanging around the kitchen eating and schmoozing.
Perfect riding, a stunning weekend, excellent friends – it couldn’t be better than that. I wished I
could have stayed late enough to sit around Damien’s stove and listen to motorcycle lies into the
night. I’m sure there was a bag of peanuts just waiting for that affair.
But since everybody else was out on the road I figured I should be too. Along the way home
I passed group after group of BMWs enjoying the twisties, everybody waving happily to all the
bikers. I headed back the way I came, following all the little roads to Pojoaque, and finally went
down the backside of the Sandias on north 14 to Albuquerque. I hadn’t been to Madrid for so long
it seemed half the stores had changed hands. Luckily Java Junction was still there waiting for me
to some day make my weekly coffee tour of the East Mountains.
In Albuquerque they’d figured out the weather was going to be nice and the roads were once
again packed. By then I had had too fantastic of a day to care, and took as side-ish roads as I could
back to the house. My butt was sore, sure sign of a great day of riding. I was sorry to put the
bike away, envying all those still up in Sipapu arriving back from a day in the mountains, looking
forward to a night of rallying.
Well, my tent is packed up and ready for next year. I’m already looking forward to it.
David Wilson, editor

CLUB DUES UPDATE

Club dues are now $35. You probably have to show up to at least one club event to get your value
back. Hey, isn’t the Christmas Party coming up?
October 2014
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The 30th Bavarian Mountain Weekend

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS AND ATTENDEES!

helmet donated by the Accessory Pit, a Fandango tank bag donated by Giant Loop, a $500.00
door prize donated by Santa Fe BMW, Sandia BMW and LOE BMW R, and a trip donated by
Southwest Moto Adventures. It was a privilege to serve as rally chairman this year but our rally’s
success was because of all of
the volunteers.

by Gary Cade, Rally Chairman
About 330 people had a great time at the rally in Sipapu. I met
people who came from as far away as Washington, Louisiana,
Ohio and Guanajuato, Mexico along with many from Oklahoma,
Arizona, Colorado and Texas. The weather was great, and despite
the fire that destroyed the lodge day room just 10 days before our
arrival, the big tent and other alternative arrangements worked
out fine. In fact the tent made it even more festive.
Many people helped organize and volunteered during the rally
but I want to especially thank a few people for all of their hard
work at the rally: Jan, Spike, Marilyn, Susie, RJ and Steve. Thank
you all for all you did. We had lots of other volunteers, some of
whom came from other states and are not club members, but
who also pitched in and were a great help.
I also want to express my thanks to our presenters; the bands
who played on Friday and Saturday; our hosts at Sipapu and their
hard-working staff; our door prize donors; our vendors on-site;
and, last but not least – everyone who came to the rally. We still
had people arriving on Saturday afternoon! We gave out dozens
of door prizes, including a jacket donated by Roadgear, a Scorpion

THE $

by Jan Sands
The good news – the rally
cleared $2,795.12. The bad
news – none! Weather was
great, food was good and
the camaraderie was the
best! The t-shirts and hats
seemed to very popular
so those sales helped the
bottom line. Thanks to Gary
Cade for doing a great job
as rally chairman.
(Continued on page 8)
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

OCTOBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

We will once again be at Alpine Alley in
Mountainair. Meet up at Central and Tramway
at 7:30 or so.
It was really good food and lots of it last
time. Mary really goes all out for us, and as
you may recall, opens just for our club, as
they are not normally open on Sundays.
Let’s make it a good turn-out, like last year.
Don’t forget, it’s a nice ride too!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19

JON’S EL MORRO EXCURSION

Here’s a great ride that’s also a bonus
stop on the 2014 Riding Challenge:
We will meet at the Shell Station at Exit 89 off
I-40 in Grants (to highway 117) at about 9 am.
This exit is about 60 miles from Albuquerque,
so you should have time for breakfast before
meeting. The Loop off of I-40 is about 170
miles, so you should fill up here.
We will head south on 117 for about 20
miles to La Ventana Natural Arch. We will
stop for a quick look … It is officially cool.
We will stay on 117 for about 40 miles to
the intersection of highway 36. Staying on
36 where we will loop around to highway
53 east for about 50 miles. Turning east on
53 and traveling about 20 miles to El Morro
Inscription Rock. They have a great Visitor
Center, and Museum. Some of us will walk
the trail that runs around the Inscription Rock,
it’s about 1 mile. The Big-time Hikers can take
the trail over the top to see the Runes it’s
several miles.
There is a great cafe just east of the Park,
and we usually stop there for a late lunch. We
will complete the Loop by heading east on 53
to I-40 in Grants about 40 miles.

kitchen for $159. Call 800-849-2258, option
1. (If you are booking a room, remember to
request the main lodge.) Cabins will be the
Azalea cabins. Reservations for blocked out
rooms will end 45 days prior. Saavy? Be
sure to mention i-bmw group when booking.
Amber and I will be there. Neither of us will
be wearing panties.
...and don’t forget...Pirates Lair will be
offering your choice of either Pirates Lair
Plundering hats, Pirates Lair tees, or $25 gift
cards to anyone who achieves a “velocity
award” while in transit to or from or at the
rally itself. If we don’t reward bad behavior...
who else will?
Continued on next page
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THE WATERMELON
MOUNTAIN JUG BAND
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The world famous band features our
own Gary Oleson playing one string for
all it’s worth!
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NATIONAL EVENTS

RIO GRANDE ARTS AND
CRAFTS FESTIVAL
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THURSDAY–SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2-5

OCTOBER 8

30

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
At the Fontana Village Resort near
Robbinsville, North Carolina.
Geezz, have we been doing this for 14
years? I have negotiated the same room
prices for 2014 as last year. Rooms with 2
queen beds are $85, there are 6 2 bedroom
cabins with 1 queen and 2 twin beds and a

Embassy Suites in Albuquerque

15th I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY

OCTOBER 5

PRIME TIME’S 50+ EXPO
OCTOBER 10

INTERNATIONAL HOT AIR
BALLOON FIESTA

“Sponsor Hospitality” event (ticketed
event)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
October 2014
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FRIDAY–SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 31–NOVEMBER 2

THE BIT NIPPY 1000
by Bob Hall

RIDE FORMAT

The ride will start in Santa Rosa New Mexico
this year. There will be three separate loops
that riders must complete. Once you complete
loop one, you will be given instructions for loop
two. Then when you complete the second
loop, new instructions will be handed out for
the third loop which will end in Albuquerque.
There will be a time limit to complete loops one
and two but don’t worry, even folks who like
to take side trips shouldn’t have any trouble
finishing them on time.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday October 31st
Rider sign in 3 pm to 6:30 pm (if you can’t
make these hours let me know in advance
and we’ll work something out). Rider meeting
at 7:45 pm in the motel lobby
Saturday November 1st
Odometer recording beginning at 4:15 am.
Riders may leave at 4:30 am
Sunday November 2nd
All riders must check in at the finish by 3:30
am Sunday. “Finishers and Friends” breakfast
8:30 am.

REQUIREMENTS

Riders must possess a valid driver’s license
with motorcycle endorsement.
You must have current registration and
insurance card for the bike being ridden
You will need some sort of camera/cell
phone to take pictures with. These pictures
will need to be turned in or emailed at the end
of the ride.

Map of New Mexico or GPS unit.
And as always, a sense of humor.

FEES

The cost of the ride is still $45 per entrant
and this fee is non-refundable. Assuming
you complete the ride, you will get an IBA
Saddlesore 1000 certificate, license plate
frame, SS1000 pin and some cool stickers.
Finishers can also get a shirt commemorating
their ride if they desire, but we will be doing
things a little differently this year. Shirts will
be ordered and paid for up front. If for some
reason you don’t complete the ride, your shirt
fee will be refunded to you. Shirts cost $28
each and this includes shipping to your home.
We will need to know your size, how many
you want, and whether you want short or
long sleeves.

LOGISTICS

The ride will start in the parking lot of the Days
Inn in Santa Rosa NM. We have negotiated
a room rate $59 plus tax per room for the
night of 10/31 for this event. In order to get
the $59 rate you must call the motel directly!
If you make your reservation on line you will
pay more.

6001 Pan American Freeway NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

bring them all!
Golden Corral
10415 Central Ave. NE
Albuquerque NM 87123

Days Inn Santa Rosa
2255 Historic Route 66
Santa Rosa NM 88435
575-472-3446
There will be a “Finishers and Friends”
breakfast on Sunday November 2nd. We
have reserved a private room at the Golden
Corral so we can be as loud as we want telling
tall tales from the road. I’m usually not a big
fan of buffets but it’s breakfast so “How Bad
Can It Be?” Everyone is welcome to join us so

Hope to see you in Santa Rosa. And
remember that it’s going to be Halloween so
dress accordingly!
SATURDAY–MONDAY, MARCH 14–16, 2015

1ST AUSTRALIAN I-BMW RALLY

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
Meet Friday evening March 13th at Jingellic
Pub/Hotel, 3149 River Road Jingellic, NSW
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2642. For reservations call 02 6037 1290.
All rally details including detailed maps
showing the daily routes, lodging, etc. can
be found at I-BMW.com Motorcycle rentals
are available out of Sydney and Melbourne
with quite a few BMW’s on the menu. Costs
are about $200-300+ a day plus insurance,
deposit etc. The tentative (and fluid) plan
is for 3 days riding through and around the
snowy mountains. This rally will make I-BMW
history – and it’s been a long time coming. Be
a part of (hopefully) a new tradition. And
watch out for the ‘roos.
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LOE B MW R N E WS

PRE-1937 MOTORCYCLE
CANNONBALL RUN

by Bryan Harley, Cruiser Editor
3938 miles. Daytona Beach to Tacoma.
Back roads and small-town America. On
motorcycles built before most people living
today were born. The third Motorcycle
Cannonball Endurance Run kicked off
September 5 with 98 riders embarking
on a coast-to-coast journey on Pre-1937
motorcycles in a war of wills and machines.
Competitors will be riding cross-country
on a hodge-podge of Harleys, Hendersons,
Indians, Rudges, even a Brough Superior.
Riders came from as far away as Spain and
South Africa to participate. It’s not a race. It’s
a challenge of wills and machines, a test of
a person’s endurance and a testimony to the
craftsmanship that went into bikes that forged
moto-history. Yes, one person and machine

will be crowned champion, but it’s more about
the experience and the camaraderie shared.
Anyone who finishes is a winner. Many won’t,
but it won’t be because of a lack of effort.
The run will start at the world’s most
famous beach on the east coast of Florida.
Daytona Beach is rich in motorcycle racing
history and will be a fitting Official Start. The
route will then go through the lakes and forests
of northern Florida and into Georgia and the
Great Smoky Mountains. In Chattanooga,
Tennessee, there will be a fantastic hosted
reception at Coker Tire World Headquarters
and Museum. Traveling through the heart
of Tennessee they will visit the Cyclemos
Museum in Red Boiling Springs. After riding
through the “Land Between The Lakes” region
in Kentucky, they will cross the Mississippi
River at Cape Girardeau, Missouri. Crossing
the Ozarks in Missouri will bring them to

the wide-open plains of Kansas, where they
will have one rest day. The riders will meet
the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains at
Colorado Springs where they will be stopping
at the Rocky Mountain Motorcycle Museum.
Famed motorcycle artist David Uhl will be
hosting a big event at his studio in Golden,
Colorado, the night before climbing 12,000foot Loveland pass to cross the Continental
Divide for the first of three times.
Entering Utah through Arches National
Park in the Moab region, they will make their
way to Springville, Utah, where riders will
be treated to a private tour of Jeff Decker’s
personal studio where he creates his bronze
motorcycle masterpieces. The newly opened
Legends Motorcycle Museum of Springville
will also be hosting a reception. Leaving
the shores of the Great Salt Lake they will
travel into the desert with a brief stop at

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new club members! Say hi to
Christi, Timiothy, Gregory, James S., Daniel L.,
Keith I., Matthew B., Ronnie F., Doug M., India
S., Willie K. and Alan A. We look forward to
seeing you at some of our club shindigs (and
the Christmas Party!), and in some far-off
places riding your motorcycles.
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the world famous Bonneville Salt Flats. The
High Desert of Utah and Nevada will give
way to the mountains and forests of western
Idaho as they follow the Little Salmon River
all the way to the Washington border. From
the Columbia River Basin they will enter the
Cascade Mountain Range and Mount Rainer
National Park. The Grand Finish of the run on
the shores of the Puget Sound in Tacoma will
be at the world-class LeMay Museum.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
Gary Cade
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $35 (note new price). Dues are
payable on January 1. Nonpaying members
will be rendered inactive on March 1st. For
more information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Lynn Coburn
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W

This year’s Bavarian Mountain Weekend was a motorcycling dream come true. Dire
predictions about the weather kept the crowds off the road, leaving them blessedly clear
for those visiting Sipapu. The conditions were perfect for the rally, and the 300+ bikers
who attended were treated to some of the best camping and riding the club has seen in
years. Volunteers, as usual, made it seem as if the event made itself happen. Presentations
all weekend were well attended (here, Deb and Susie’s recount of their epic trek). If
you brought your wallet there was plenty of cool gear to spend it on. And, as usual, the
clubhouse was the center of activity, whether hanging out or getting ready to go out and
enjoy the spectacular scenery.
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