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Off the Enchanted Circle with the Wives and Kids

R

i d i n g d u r i n g t h e mo n s o o n s e a s o n i s a lways a n a dv e nt u r e .
And adventure is what motorcycling is all about. So not to be daunted by the weather
we hit the road for a few days up around the Enchanted Circle in the rain.

I wrote a while ago about camping at the Wild
Rivers Recreation Area, now the Rio Grande
del Norte National Monument, so I won’t go
into what a fabulous place it is. Instead, I’ll
recount some moments from our trip there a
couple of weeks ago.

I pulled over in Vellarde, the entrance
to the canyon up to Taos, to wait for Kristin
and David in the truck. David suited up and
climbed aboard. As the road got curvier and
his hooting and hollering louder, the thunder
got closer until finally the storm began. I was
worried that, newbie to riding that he is, he
would be discouraged by his first ride in the

I kept an eye on the sky the whole way
north, wondering when the clouds were
finally going to get right over my head and
dump on me. It was a race to the twisties,
where David could ride with me, or hit the
rain first. It ended up a draw.
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Left: David and I heading
into the canyon to Taos
at Vellarde. The clouds
said it was only a matter
of time…
Right: The bike was the
ride of choice for those
daring enough to give it
a go. And the kids were
ready to go!
rain. But far from it, the big barrier of dad in the front seat blocked most
of the wet and let him enjoy the dramatic road and equally dramatic
weather. The rain also encouraged me to get to Taos and some shelter
as fast as possible, which made the ride even more exciting.
We finally got to the Walmart’s overhang and watched the water
pour down as we waited for mom to arrive. The whole experience
was fine with him, he was having a blast. He climbed back in with
Kristin, and when we finally got to the campground we pitched the
tent in the rain.
We had three wonderful hikes down to the Red River and the
Rio Grande while we were there, one gorge on each side of the
Monument. A bunch of friends showed up on Friday, so we grabbed
a big chunk of campground and spread tents all over. One of the
great things about Wild Rivers is that nobody seems to know it’s there; we’ve never had a
problem finding plenty of prime camping.
Kristin had promised the kids motorcycle rides, so on Saturday I became the carnival ride
director. A couple of the missus also gave it a shot – none of them had ever been on a bike
before. The women were glad to mark it off their bucket lists, but not to continue it as a life long
passion. The kids, on the other hand, were enraptured. The roads around the monument are
great fun, like mountain roads without the mountain. The boys loved that first taste of flying
along the road, dipping down to nearly touch the pavement before swooping up again into
the next corner. They all wanted to do it again (and again). Unfortunately, the parents’ hearts

The road
got curvier
and his
hooting and
hollering
louder...

could only take so much suspense, and the carnival came to a close. I think David’s cache of
coolness was significantly upgraded, being the one who takes riding for granted and go out
for a spin whenever he likes.
As the weekend came to a close the weather gradually dried out and the temperature again
soared. On the way south from Questa I was passed by some squids going seriously above the
speed limit. I caught up to them to see how fast they were going, but can’t document it here,
citing the Fifth Amendment. Being adept at the squid game, one of them managed to nearly
get T-boned by yours truly as he did a sudden, unsignaled and unchecked U-turn on the way
into Taos.
Taos was a gridlocked disaster on the way home, due to a parade that packed every street
with cars. It took about 45 minutes just to crawl through the back way, a good testament to
the K-bike’s clutch. Luckily the traffic didn’t continue into the canyon, and the ride back down
was just as fun as on the way up (without the rain). By Santa Fe the temperature was hitting the
upper 90’s, and a brief shower brought some welcome cooling. Then it was a quick blast down
the highway to Albuquerque, and back into the summer oven.
It was wonderful to get out for some two wheel travelling, an opportunity I hadn’t experienced
since last summer. I missed the air rushing past as I curved along seldom seen roads though
our gorgeously austere landscape. It will be even better the next time, when we’re beyond the
monsoon season.
David Wilson, editor
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RIDING THE NEW
by Mark Winslow

CHIEFTAIN

INDIAN MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHIP TO OPEN IN ALBUQUERQUE

Father’s day saw the 3rd annual Motorado Classic Bike Show at La Tienda
in Eldorado. Among the 30 or so vendors, Family Powersports of Lubbock
brought over the new Indian Chieftain for demo rides. Never one to pass up
an opportunity to ride a bike I’ll probably never buy, I signed up. Ten minutes
later, I was geared up and ready to go.
Once navigating the beast out of the parking lot, I got up to about 75 mph heading south on US
285. The bike has forward floorboards, which in my opinion are better than just forward controls.
The bike comes with some luxury accessories, like cruise control, adjustable windshield and
radio/ CD, but I didn’t play with any of these. Turning off on Hwy 41, I went about 5 miles to test
the big cruiser in the twisties. It performed surprising well, but care must be taken when turning
around on gravel roads. At 848 lbs, nothing happens effortlessly in low speed maneuvers.
Overall, I’d say the bike was smoother than a Harley, especially at idle/ low speed. At highway
speed, there is a V-Twin rumble, but it’s not obnoxious. The engine pulls strong, which is to be
expected with a 111 cu in displacement. The windscreen does a reasonable job, but some heat
could be felt around the ankles. I was wearing tennis shoes and short socks – the heat probably
wouldn’t be felt with boots.
This is at least the 3rd attempt to resurrect the legendary brand. Only time will tell if they make
it this time. I’m told that many buyers are Harley owners adding to their American made stable.
Update: I spoke with Mike Carson, formerly of Chicks and Santa Fe BMW, and he is going to be
the Sales Manager. It will be 4-6 months before they’re ready to move in, but $1000 will position
yourself in the queue.

by Jessica Dyer / Journal Staff Writer; see the whole story at abqjournal.com/424004/biz/indianmotorcyle-dealership-to-open-in-albuquerque.html
America’s oldest motorcycle brand is about to ride into the Duke City. The state’s first authorized
Indian Motorcycle dealership will open this fall, giving riders another two-wheeled option for
navigating the state’s open roads. The dealership represents a partnership between banking
industry veteran Michael Gaillour and his cousin Louis Herrera, a businessman and New Mexico
National Guard lieutenant colonel. The New Mexico natives and longtime motorcycle riders
expect the iconic brand – recently reborn under new ownership – to take off in New Mexico.
“We have such a long riding season. We have a very strong riding community of all
types – especially of American-made, large displacement motorcycles,” Gaillour said. “And
(Indian) has a great story associated with it, and it’s a beautiful, well-engineered machine.”
Indian Motorcycle of Albuquerque will take over a 9,000-square-foot building at 4509
Alameda NE, a site chosen in part for its proximity to the competition – Thunderbird HarleyDavidson sells its bikes only about a half-mile away.
“It was a strategic move,” Gaillour said. “Absolutely. If it weren’t for the strength of HarleyDavidson and market success of Harley-Davidson, the Indian Motorcycle brand would not have
come back as strong as it has. It’s attributable very much to the success of Harley-Davidson.”
This is the latest Indian dealership to crop up around the country since Minnesota-based
motorsports company Polaris Industries purchased Indian in 2011 and relaunched with new bikes
last year.
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

AUGUST
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO

ON ANY SUNDAY

As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

We’re having the big combo Club Birthday
Party and Rally Kick Off on the 23rd (see
below), so we’ll stay nearer to home this
Sunday. Stay tuned in next month’s Shaft and
on the Message Board for the September
Traveling Breakfast.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23

CLUB BIRTHDAY PARTY AND
RALLY KICK-OFF

The annual Land of Enchantment BMW
Riders club birthday party picnic and 2014
Bavarian Mountain Weekend rally kick-off
will be combined this year. There will be no
rally kick-off at the Oleson’s this year.
We will gather at Santa Fe BMW for ‘burgers
and hot dogs (provided by the dealership)
along with bottled water beginning at 11 am.
As in years past we are asking people to bring
side dishes; the club will bring the birthday
cake and other non-alcoholic beverages.
People who have not registered for the rally
and/or signed up as a rally volunteer can do
that at the picnic/rally kick-off in Santa Fe on
the 23rd. Volunteers will be provided a free
bed in the lodge, on a first-come first-served
basis as long as they are available.
Rally T-shirts and caps will also be for sale at
the event. Let’s make this a fun and productive
event. If people want to ride up together, please
let us know. The usual gathering places are the
Phillips 66 gas station just west side of I-25 at
the intersection of Tramway and Roy roads for

people who want to ride up on the interstate.
Anyone wanting to ride up the back road, i.e.
“North 14” can meet at the gas station at the
intersection of Central Avenue and Tramway
road. Just let your friends and riding buddies
know when and where to meet.
Continued on next page

THE WATERMELON
MOUNTAIN JUG BAND
The world famous band features our
own Gary Oleson playing one string for
all it’s worth!
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3RD ANNUAL SANDIA SCOOT
10K AND 5K RUN (sponsored by
OCTOBER 5

RIO GRANDE ARTS AND
CRAFTS FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 8

PRIME TIME’S 50+ EXPO
Embassy Suites in Albuquerque
OCTOBER 10

INTERNATIONAL HOT AIR
BALLOON FIESTA

“Sponsor Hospitality” event (ticketed
event)

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
August 2014
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Barnett BMW Motorcycles of El Paso
8229 BURNHAM RD
EL PASO, TX 79907-1524
915-592-6599

6001 Pan American Freeway NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

NATIONAL EVENTS

or email nakusprally@beeceebeemers.com

THURSDAY–SUNDAY, AUGUST 14-17

THURSDAY–SUNDAY, AUGUST 14-17

Announcing the annual Bee Cee Beemers
Hotsprings rally. This will be our 13th in
Nakusp, B.C., and our 28th club rally. Time to
reconnect with old friends and ride some of the
most scenic twisties in the northwest. Enjoy
the hospitality of the nicest small town in B.C.
plus the best rally meals and free coffee on
the circuit. Pitch your tent in the shady Village
Campground, book a local motel or B&B, soak
in the hot springs, explore miles of scenic
pavement, thrash your GS in the dirt or just
chill with a cup of coffee on Main Street. Info
and registration: www.beeceebeemers.com.
Contact Michael McPeak at 604-438-3954

Join us at the Lions Camp located 10 miles
south of Red Lodge, Montana. Ample
camping space in and around the camp,
even a mountain stream nearby. If a camping
upgrade is what you desire, there are cabins
with built-in bunks; just bring your sleeping
bag. Camp facilities include hot showers
and flush toilets. Three catered dinners with
homemade desserts are included. Live music
on Friday evening. Microbrew concession
each evening. Outstanding rides include the
scenic Beartooth and Chief Joseph Highways
and Hellroaring Plateau for G/S riders and
the spectacular ride to Woodbine. Door

13th HOTSPRINGS RALLY

16th BEARTOOTH RENDEZVOUS

prizes, rally pin and lots of friendly folks
make this one of the best rallies in the West.
Registration at the gate is $90. Kids under 12
are $30. Bunk in cabin $30/three nights or a
whole cabin (eight bunks) for $240. Cabins go
fast. No dogs or four-wheeled vehicle parking
on site. Visit www.beartoothbeemers.org
or call Gary Smith at 406-259-4927, Steve
Toth at 406-651-4501. Email registrar@
beartoothbeemers.org
THURSDAY–SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2-5

15th I-BMW DEALS GAP RALLY

from Jerry “Pirate” Finley
At the Fontana Village Resort near
Robbinsville, North Carolina.
Geezz, have we been doing this for 14
years? I have negotiated the same room
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prices for 2014 as last year. Rooms with 2
queen beds are $85, there are 6 2 bedroom
cabins with 1 queen and 2 twin beds and a
kitchen for $159. Call 800-849-2258, option
1. (If you are booking a room, remember to
request the main lodge.) Cabins will be the
Azalea cabins. Reservations for blocked out
rooms will end 45 days prior. Saavy? Be
sure to mention i-bmw group when booking.
Amber and I will be there. Neither of us will
be wearing panties.
...and don’t forget...Pirates Lair will be
offering your choice of either Pirates Lair
Plundering hats, Pirates Lair tees, or $25 gift
cards to anyone who achieves a “velocity
award” while in transit to or from or at the
rally itself. If we don’t reward bad behavior...
who else will?
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Land	
  of	
  Enchantment	
  BMW	
  Riders	
  
30th	
  Bavarian	
  Mountain	
  Weekend	
  Rally	
  
September	
  5h,	
  6th	
  and	
  7th,	
  2014	
  in	
  Sipapu,	
  New	
  Mexico	
  
www.loebmwr.org	
  (online	
  registration	
  is	
  available)	
  

Pre-‐registration	
  MUST	
  be	
  received	
  by	
  August	
  22,	
  2014	
  
Adults	
  $45,	
  Children	
  4-‐15	
  $25,	
  Children	
  under	
  four	
  are	
  free.	
  
On-‐site	
  registration	
  NOTE:	
  CREDIT	
  CARDS	
  ARE	
  NOW	
  ACCEPTED	
  ON-‐SITE	
  
Adults	
  $55,	
  Children	
  4-‐15	
  $30,	
  Children	
  under	
  four	
  are	
  free.	
  
• To	
  show	
  our	
  appreciation	
  for	
  those	
  that	
  attend	
  the	
  Rally	
  that	
  are	
  <=	
  30	
  or	
  >=	
  70	
  years	
  of	
  age,	
  you	
  will	
  
receive	
  a	
  $5	
  gift	
  certificate	
  upon	
  	
  proof	
  of	
  age	
  at	
  Registration,	
  redeemable	
  at	
  our	
  Rally	
  Store.	
  
	
  
Disclaimer	
  (each	
  attendee	
  must	
  read	
  and	
  sign)	
  
I/we	
  hereby	
  waive,	
  release	
  and	
  hold	
  harmless	
  the	
  Land	
  of	
  Enchantment	
  BMW	
  Riders,	
  its	
  officers	
  and	
  rally	
  
organizers	
  and	
  tenants	
  of	
  the	
  premises	
  from	
  any	
  liability	
  from	
  damage,	
  loss	
  or	
  personal	
  injury	
  while	
  traveling	
  
to	
  and	
  from	
  or	
  while	
  attending	
  or	
  participating	
  in	
  any	
  activity	
  at	
  the	
  Bavarian	
  Mountain	
  Weekend	
  Rally	
  or	
  for	
  
any	
  cause	
  of	
  action	
  I	
  now	
  have,	
  or	
  in	
  the	
  future,	
  may	
  have	
  against	
  them.	
  This	
  agreement	
  extends	
  to	
  my	
  heirs,	
  
executors,	
  administrators	
  and	
  assignees.	
  

H-D’S ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE

by John Desko
If “loud pipes save lives” was I ready for the
opposite end of the spectrum? Soon it was
my turn to swing a leg over: I turned the
bike on and learned from the display that if
I selected the “range” mode I had enough
charge to travel 58 miles, if I went for the
“frisky” setting, I would be walking in 29. I
stayed with the default “range mode”. I hit
the “gas” and the display read 111, wow is this
thing fast! I settled down to 30, just to get the
feel. It is very quiet, noticeable because I had
decided to go HD as in “sans helmet”. As I
rolled on up to 60, little if any vibration was
apparent and “road noise” was louder than
“motor noise”. While I had gone from 0 to 111
in an instant on the dash display I was very
well protected. Harley had tethered the front
wheel and the road was a roller for the rear
wheel. This allowed the HD rep access to my

I/we	
  have	
  read	
  and	
  accept	
  the	
  waiver	
  of	
  liability:	
  
Attendee	
  Name	
  (Please	
  Print)	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Mailing	
  Information	
  (Please	
  Print)	
  

right ear to provide reassurance throughout
the experience. I had just ridden the ultimate
“kiddie ride” and I didn’t even have to insert a
quarter!

COME RIDE SOUTH AMERICA

by Mike Veon
This spring and fall in South America, I went
on a two week ride in northern Argentina
and Chile, roughly 3000 km, half on
gravel roads. We left from Salta Argentina
and crossed the Andes to San Pedro de
Atacama in Chile and back. The outfitter
was Horizonte Motor Bike tours who can
be easily found on Google. We rode mostly
BMW F800 GS bikes.
I intend to ride in South America again next
winter – summer there – in either southern
Argentina and Chile, Bolivia, or Colombia.
Any interested parties can contact me at
mikeveon@me.com or (505) 989-7780.

Address:	
  	
  _____________________________________________________________________	
  
City:	
  	
  ___________________________State:________________________Zip:_____________	
  
Email:	
  	
  _______________________________________________________________________	
  
Mail	
  this	
  registration	
  form	
  and	
  a	
  check	
  made	
  payable	
  to:	
  
LOEBMWR	
  Rally,	
  PO	
  Box	
  92095,	
  Albuquerque,	
  NM	
  	
  87199-‐2095	
  
For	
  more	
  information,	
  check	
  the	
  club	
  website	
  at	
  www.loebmwr.org	
  or	
  send	
  an	
  email	
  to	
  info@loebmwr.org	
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2

3

Payment	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Name:	
  	
  _______________________________________________Check	
  if	
  Vendor	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  or	
  Presenter	
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Attendee	
  Signature	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Total	
  Enclosed	
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
Gary Cade
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Jan
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Lynn Coburn
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 10% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W

A DUKE FOR DUKE CITY

by Jon Helm
I have owned my ‘13 KTM Duke for about two months now. When
KTM brought the 690 Duke back in 2013 I read all the reports and
thought “This is a special bike – 334 lbs, 68 hp, WP suspension,
up-right riding, and it really looks cool.”
I was already sold on KTM quality with my 690 Enduro when
my son called and said he was going to R&S to look at the new
Yamaha FZ-9, wanna go? We didn’t even make it to the FZ-9
before we saw the Duke, and believe it or not, they let us ride it.
I guest they didn’t know us. On Tuesday my son asked, “Can you
take down to R&S to pick up the Duke? I bought it.”
I did not have a chance of keeping up in the urban jungle, so I
planted the seed of practicality. “You know the Duke would not be
very good on a long trip. Can your girlfriend ride on the back? Have
you seen the Super Duke?” Within two months he was looking for
a Super Duke. We found a ‘10 in Dallas, well maintained with a lot
of extras, and the price was right. I said, “Hey, I will give you what
you paid for the Duke, if you want to buy the Super Duke.” Now I
have the Duke, but the Super Duke is Duke #2. No no no, I do not
need a Super Duke!
The Spec sheet has the dry weight at 334 lbs, and 356 wet. I
replaced the 21 lb cat with KTM’s bypass pipe. So I put the wet
weight of my Duke at 335 lb. The horsepower at the crank is 68
and Sport Bike dyno results were 62.8 at the rear wheel. The same
dyno run produced a torque number of 46 ft/lbs, and that from
a 690cc single. You would think that a high compression single
would have a great deal of engine braking, but with the slipper
clutch you can drive into a corner hard, let off the ride-by-wire
throttle, and not have the front dive.
The Duke chassis is where the fun lives. This thing wants to
turn. The WP fork and rear shock are non-adjustable, but they
are quality items. On the Crest road you can be hard over, hit
bumps and not upset the suspension. When you need to slow
down the Brembos with ABS will stop you with confidence. No
chicken strips on this bike.
Bottom line: I have owned many bikes from 1000cc sport bikes
to 450cc Supermotard bikes. Yes the liter sport bikes will go 165
mph, but never getting over 80mph on the Crest the Duke is right
there. If we have a dual sport ride I’ll take the Enduro. If I have an
overnight trip planned I’ll take the GS. On Sunday morning when
I walk into the garage, just going for a fun ride, I take the fun bike,
the Duke.

Look for Jan’s
story about the
Olympia photo
shoot in Taos
(right, with Jon’s
Super Duke) in
a soon-to-becoming issue!
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