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It’s the Shoppingest Time of the Year

O

v e r t h e l a s t t h i r t y y e a r s o f r i d i n g a m o t o r c yc le , a n d my pac k- r at
tendencies, I’ve amassed an impressive pile of biking gear. It’s gotten to the point that
if I get anything new, I’ve got to get rid of something just to make room.

David, on the other hand, is completely
new to the accumulation of motorcycle
paraphernalia and is untrodden ground where
that is concerned. So this was the year to kit
him out (along with the help of Santa Marina
and Aunt Lynn).

obsession with all things motorcycle could
already be past!
So we hit the ‘net and the local bike stores
to see what mini gear was available, and
tracked down at least enough potential to
cover him from tip to toe. There is plenty
of dirt bike duds for little people, which we
outfitted him with when he launched his BMX

The first hurdle to overcome was the sorry
lack of hard core motorcycle gear for five year
olds. I mean, what are they waiting for? If you
wait until their feet can reach the passenger
pegs they may already be entrenched in video
games or something, and the whole lifelong
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Left: Firsts on the 1st, David and
his new gear makes his maiden
motorcycle trip to Dawn’s in
Cedar Crest.
Right: Kristin and I at the
fantabulous Christmas Party.
career. That doesn’t quite work for a day on the road, though, or a morning trip to school in the
fall. David found too much cold wind in the face with the off-road helmet.
Cycle Gear turned out to be about the only game in town for truly tiny attire. We found that
we were not the only ones making that discovery, as much of the stuff we were looking for in
5-year-old sizes were out of stock. We did find a nice helmet just waiting for David’s own custom
graphics and a jacket in his favorite color with lots of adjustability for his growing body. Still on the
list, waiting for restocking, are pants, gloves and boots. Cycle Gear seems to do a brisk business
in kids’ road gear, which makes me wonder why nobody else has gotten on that gravy train. It’s
also gotten me familiar with their Bilt brand, which I was leery of before. I didn’t think gear priced
as low as Bilt is could possibly be anything other than cheap junk. But David’s gear is as well
made as much of the other gear on the racks, and far and away the best value for the money. You
can buy a whole Bilt outfit for the same price as a jacket with our favorite marque’s logo on it.
So it was a motorcycle Christmas for our little guy, who we found was not so little as he used
to be. His feet reach the pegs on dad’s bike, which they didn’t quite on his last school commute
in the fall. It’s good that the kids’ gear has so much room for expansion.
The holiday weather kept getting better and better, until on New Year’s Day we decided to take
our own Little Dog Ride, David’s first “real” motorcycle ride. Mom on her F650 rode beside us,
another new experience for David, and there was much waving and chattering at stop lights as
we made our way east. We headed over to Cedar Crest and made the obligatory stop at Dawn’s,
even thought they were closed.
Undaunted, we headed up 14 a bit to the “other” coffee shop, Beyond Grounds, and had the
whole place to ourselves. David did his proper club member duty and had food and drink (just

hot chocolate, he knows that lattes are “not good for kids”). The whole trip was a success; not
too cold, not too much wind in the eyes, and it was a fun inauguration for the next riding season.
Our plan is to gradually lengthen the jaunts and David’s pillion stamina. With his 5 year
growth spurt starting, he will be even more comfortable on the back of the bike by spring, and
we’re hoping to eventually make some longer rides come summer. By then Cycle Gear will have
restocked their smallest gear and David will be ready for some serious riding.
We want to do some day rides and slowly introduce him to some twisties, which are the heart
of New Mexico motorcycling. Some of the camping trips he made in the truck last year he will
be able to at least partially accomplish two up. And of course there will be the school commute,
which he’s already acquainted with. I’ll need to figure out another packing solution for the rear of
my bike, soon David will be too big to wedge between me and the tail bag. I don’t think there is
a back rest option for the sport bike segment, and I’m a little concerned about the possibility of
him falling asleep back there on a longer ride.
So what does David think of all this? As immersed in two wheeled culture as he is he takes
much of it in stride. He is a fairly regular face at Dawn’s, as well as the BMX track, and he’s got
three bicycles. He sat on some mini dirt bikes at R&S Yamaha last fall and is already jonesing for
his own motorcycle, though he still can’t quite flat foot even the smallest motorbike yet. He loved
getting his own set of togs and has already planned out how he wants to customize his helmet.
He has a great time talking to other riders on the road, and discussing the other bikes we see
as we navigate the traffic. And his opinion of his first real ride to the other side of the mountain?
“It was boring! I want my own motorcycle!” Well, there’s always next Christmas…
David Wilson, editor
December 2013
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photos by Jon Helm, David Sky and David Wilson
Red and green were the club colors at December’s Christmas Party. El Bruno’s restaurant was full to the rafters of hungry and happy
bikers getting together to ring in the holiday season and ring out the 2013 riding season. True to LOE BMW R form, there was much
food, plenty of drink, and a whole room full of good cheer. Dues were collected, as were toys for needy kids, and the air was full of lies
from the past year of riding. What a way to get the holidays in gear!
more pictures on page 6
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

JANUARY
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

We want everyone to enjoy a breakfast ride,
and if it is not cold out, continue on for a
beautiful day. K&I Diner is the place to kick
off the new year, eating starts at 8 am. Bring
your appetite to 2500 Broadway Ave SE.
(Promo from the restaurant: Every restaurant
has their “calling card” – a food or beverage
that they either created first or they make it

tastier than anybody else. Our claim to fame
is our “Travis” platter – a monstrous bean
and seasoned beef burrito unlike anything
you’ve ever seen! The myth of the Travis
Platter goes back a few decades – in 1971 a
trucker visited the diner around closing time
and asked Grandma to throw everything left
in the kitchen onto a plate because he hadn’t
eaten all day and was starving. Grandma
was only too happy to oblige the hungry man
and had her chef prepare a feast fit for a
king: a three flour tortilla burrito with beans,
beef and flavorful red chile sauce that is
smothered with cheese and a huge mound of
french fries thrown on top for good measure
to ensure this working man’s tummy would
be a happy camper.) See you all there! Check
the Message Board for late breaking news if
the weather looks iffy.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2

THE PROGRESSIVE BREAKFAST

Ride, Eat; Ride, Eat; Ride, Eat, business meeting
and vote, Ride (home). FYI: this is free to all
LOE BMW R club members, so make sure
to pay your dues prior to this event! Annual
dues are $26 if paid online via PayPal, or $25 if
mailed to the club. Information can be viewed
online at: www.loebmwr.org/MembersOnly/
MembershipRenewal.aspx
At 8 am the first stop will feature all kinds
of bread, spreads, pastries, juices, and hot
coffee with Darrell Bonn at 9209 Thornton
Ave NE, as our host. Latitude and longitude
coordinates are 35.16830, -106.53963.
Then, with appetite stimulated, on to the
second stop at 9:30 at Damian Velasquez’s
fascinating factory, 3212 Stanford Drive NE,
where we all inhale hearty breakfast burritos
as our main course (you did leave room didn’t

you?). Latitude and longitude coordinates are
35.16830, -106.53963.
The third stop at 11:30 is a familiar one to
many long-time members: Tom Volkmann
and his lovely wife will host, featuring tasty
desserts, dips, drinks, and our business
meeting with the election of officers. Tom
is at 83 Olguin Rd, Corrales, NM. Latitude
and longitude coordinates are 35.24238,
-106.61255.
Maps are on the next page, also
please visit the LOE BMW R forum to
RSVP and for links to all map locations:
w w w. lo e b mwr.o rg /fo r um /view to pic .
php?f=4&t=4316&p=22917#p22917
February 3rd will be the start of another
new diet!

T

W

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

FEBRUARY
S

M

T

W

T

F

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

This is the kickoff to planning another great
LOE BMW R rally. Don’t miss out on being in
on it from the beginning. We’ll meet at Rally
Chair Gary Cade’s home. Check the Shaft and
the forum for details, and don’t forget to RSVP
to Gary so he’ll have enough to feed you. All
subsequent rally meetings will be on the first
Tuesday of the month, but we may skip some
months in the summer depending on how
well our plans progress.
SUNDAY, MARCH 2

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

At the Shade Tree Cafe & Motorcycle shop on
Central. They will open for us at 8 am (they
normally open at 9).
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FIRST RALLY COMMITTEE
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
December 2013
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THE PROGRESSIVE BREAKFAST:
HOW TO GET THERE

Above left: Stop #1 at 8 am,
Darrell Bonn
Left: Stop #2 at 9:30 am,
Damian Velasquez
Below: Stop #3 at 11:30 am,
Tom Volkmann

SANDIA BMW WATER CANYON
CAMPGROUND RIDE

About 30 people showed up to join us on
December 1 for the last Sandia BMW ride of
the year. After Lunch a few of us came back
through the Riley ghost town.

GOT COUCH?

by Jan Sands, photos by Bill Maruna
Bill and I took a lunch ride with Sandy and
Amy Ballard to Mountainair. We couldn’t
resist stopping at this “rest stop” along the
way.

DUES ARE DUE ON JANUARY 1ST

from Susie
Dues are $25. If they are not received by
February 28, you will no longer have access
to the Members’ Only section of the Website.
You can pay via PayPal or USPS:
http://www.loebmwr.org/JoinRenew.aspx
or
LOE BMW R
PO Box 92095
ABQ, NM 87199
Thanks!
December 2013
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Barnett BMW Motorcycles of El Paso
8229 BURNHAM RD
EL PASO, TX 79907-1524
915-592-6599

6001 Pan American Freeway NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY
continued from page 3
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
Gary Cade
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Susie
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Lynn Coburn
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 15% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W

LOE BMW R CHRISTMAS RIDERS
The Christmas Party is not only one of the biggest club
events of the year, but it’s also held during what is often
some of the coldest weather of the season. It wasn’t
so extreme this year, but it still wasn’t exactly a spring
outing to get to El Bruno’s on 4th Street. A bunch of club
members showed their stuff by arriving on the reason
we are here – their motorcycles. And one even sported a
Rudolf bike (above)! I wonder if it flies too…

December 2013

The Legendary Shaft

�

1

2

3

4

5

6

7 8

