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THE REAR VIEW

K 1600 GTL Exclusive

v e r s i n c e t h e c h i n e s e b le w u p t h e fi r s t t h i n g by i n v e n t i n g “ b l ac k
powder” in the 9th century, mankind has been obsessed by the whole fire-explosion
fascination, searching for new and better ways to blow stuff up.

The internal combustion engine is a sterling
example of this. There’s nothing like the song
of a big V-8 getting its groove on off a stop
light. Harley tried to patent their version of
mobile explosive, they knew how potent and
profitable that primal urge could be.

R nineT
Concept Ninety
90th Anniversary R 1200 R 
R 1200 R ”DarkWhite” 
R 1200RT
S 1000 R

rumble in my stomach when I stomped on
the pedal and the engine tried to leap out of
the front of the car. My first bike, a ‘78 Honda
CB750, was a non-performer by today’s
standards, but its velocity stacks would
rumble like thunder when the throttle was
given a good twist. With its leaky carbs and
barely contained explosive components, I

My first car, the “Battlecar Galactica,” was
a Ford Galaxy 500 with a 390 cubic inch
monster of an engine that got 10 miles per
gallon on its best day. It broke every time I
drove it, and left me broke trying to fill its
ocean-sized gas tank, but I can still feel its
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Left: In another generation
the kids will see the exhaust
pipe on old cars and bikes
and say “What’s that for?”
Then hold their ears when
you show them.
Right: Tall even for my
long German-style legs, the
new GS is the easiest-to-ride
BMW I’ve ever thrown a leg
over. This one’s a keeper.
was always waiting for it to catch on fire. But it never did.
Today we are on the cusp of a sea change explosion-wise. I traded in my old gas hungry wanna
be sports car on a Nissan Leaf and found an entirely different way of looking at the world. The
car makes no sound other than wind and the wheels on the road. Instead of watching the tach
and speedometer the challenge is getting the most efficiency out of the short lived batteries. The
exciting part is figuring out how to maximize downhill (which puts juice back in the batteries) and
minimize uphill (which can suck away the mileage with breathless speed). Plugging the car in
every night is a new habit – if you forget you may not be driving in the morning.
If you shift it out of “Eco” mode the Leaf will hustle like nobody’s bizness, but your 100 mile
“tank” may drop to about 10. It is eminently practical, supremely quiet, super high tech and…
not very exciting. I’ve thought about why this is since bringing the car home and the reason I’ve
settled on is: not enough explosive.
When you start your bike up and it rumbles beneath you (or, if it’s an R bike, tries to jump off
the left side of the driveway), you know there’s power on tap down there. Since BMW figured out
how to build seats the first thing that usually gets swapped out is the exhaust, to something much
louder (or “free flowing,” in tech talk). There’s nothing like wrenching the throttle and taking off
in a roaring howl that sucks your eyes back into your head. It’s the kind of thing that puts beads
of sweat on your forehead and a manic grin on your face as you feel the cylinders trying to blow
themselves apart between your legs. It’s primal and barely controlled.
In the electric car, you smile calmly as you silently zip past everybody on the highway,
your mileage scrolling down like a diving plane, and you say to yourself, “Well, that was quite
satisfactory.”

THE NEW “WATER HEAD”
I don’t know if that’s what people are calling BMW’s new water cooled twin, but being a K-bike
guy I’ll stick with that until I’m further enlightened. I recently had the opportunity to take a new
GS home for a week and thought I’d post a somewhat late to the party review.
I’m not a R-bike aficianado, so don’t know the subtleties of the different iterations, but the new
engine certainly gets up and goes. I thought that about the last version as well, and honestly the
only difference between the last two engines my vanishing memory could come up with is that
the new one seems to vibrate more. As always, there’s gobs of torque, plenty of horsepower for
its appointed task, and authority in every move it makes.
The bike itself is hand’s down the best GS I’ve ever ridden. It’s balanced, comfortable with
excellent support in the seat and riding position, and a joy to ride. It’s minimal wind deflection,
consisting of a small adjustable windshield and hand guards, does an amazing job to control the
air in the riding bubble. The transmission is so much better than anything I’ve ever experienced
from BMW I’m wondering if they farmed it out to the Italians. It is the first BMW that truly “snicks”
into gear, with no fuss and no false neutrals.
The design uses the “floating panel” concept superbly, though the GS has always been a bike
you could get away with doing any goofy thing to appearance-wise. It looks super technical and
high tech at the same time, which is no mean feat for a dual sport, and it pulls off both aspects
well. Electronic suspension and ABS are both controlled on the fly, and the computer has such a
dizzying array of options that I never figured them all out.
The water cooling may have become “necessary,” but the bike overall is a real winner.
David Wilson, editor
December 2013
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR
GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Let’s Travel to the Range Cafe in Bernalillo
at 8 am. Hope for nice weather, and please
RSVP to vicepresident@loebmwr.org

SANDIA/SANTA FE BMW RIDE

Meet at Sandia BMW at 8:15 am for coffee
and pastries. Kickstands up at 9 am, we head
South on I-25 to Socorro, then west to Water

DECEMBER
Canyon Campground, where we will break
for lunch. After lunch we will divide the ride
into 2 groups, road & intermediate dirt. This
will be an all day event, please plan and dress
accordingly for colder weather. RSVP by 11/29
to Eric Dayhoff, 884-0066 or eric.dayhoff@
sandiabmw.com; or to Colin Murphy at 505474-0066, colin.murphy@santafebmw.com
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY!

At El Bruno’s, 8806 4th St. NW, 87114, just
north of the Paseo bridge. Time: 1:00 pm,
(505) 897-0444.
We will collect and deliver toys brought to
this party for the Toys for Tots program! So
bring a nice new toy for a boy or girl and we’ll
be sure it gets to this fine program! Discussion
about some of the future guidelines for the
annual Christmas Party and other club
business will be discussed at a brief meeting
at the party. Final decisions will be made at
the Progressive next February.
RJ can bring some of this year’s rally shirts
($15 & $20) for those of you who want one
for yourself or for someone’s Christmas!
We have a few from the last two years left
over ($5 each), but you’ll need to inquire
about sizes and types (short or long sleeve)
available. Contact RJ at activies@loebmwr.
org so he’ll have your shirt at the party.
Also…Dues are due Jan. 1. You have three
options in which to pay your $25
1. Via PayPal, http://www.loebmwr.org/
JoinRenew.aspx
2. At the Christmas Party
3. Send a check made payable to:
LOEBMWR
PO Box 92095
ABQ, NM 87199-2095

Please send your RSVP (indicating
whether you’ll be solo or two-up) to Doug G
at vicepresident@loebmwr.org
TURN IN 2013 RIDING CHALLENGE
FORMS!
All righty, it’s now time to collect your
information, etc. for the Riding Challenge
and get it in to David Hudson. You can
call him (check the Shaft or the “Members
only” section of the club web site at
http://loebmwr.org/) to find David’s phone
number, email him, or catch him in person
ASAP. You want to be sure he has all he
needs to tally up the results to see who the
winners are. Winners will be announced at
the Christmas Party (you already RSVP’d for
that, right?).
NEW ACTIVITY COORDINATOR
NEEDED:
Special Announcement from RJ
I took on the Activity Coordinator position
a couple of years ago to fill the gap and we
now have a fairly good system for scheduling
and announcing events. I would like to devote
my energy to other pursuits while still staying
involved in the club.
So we need someone to take over the
activities position for 2014 and beyond. I’ll be
glad to work closely with the new volunteer so
they can see how it’s all done while learning
the routine for keeping the club informed.
Please contact me directly (rjmirabal@gmail.
com) if you’re ready to help out.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for next month’s
place and time.
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NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
December 2013
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BMW 2014
CONCEPT NINETY

Text and words straight from the BMW PR Department

BMW R nineT. PURE RIDING. PURE CUSTOMIZING. PURE LIFESTYLE.

Motorcycling has always been a passionate lifestyle. For the past 90 years BMW Motorrad has
been ensuring that this remains the same in the future, too. For those who like it pure and original,
BMW Motorrad has now developed the perfect machine: the BMW R nineT. A motorcycle
featuring purist design and numerous ways of customizing it.
The BMW R nineT is powered by an air/oil-cooled 2-cylinder 4-stroke flat twin engine. The
instruments consisting of speedometer and tachometer harken back to historical times and
emphasize the essential and minimalist visual appeal of the motorcycle. The BMW R nineT is
equipped with an upside down fork at the front and with the BMW Motorrad Paralever at the rear.
However, the nineT does not only stand out due to its pure design. The nineT offers great options
for individualization. No customizing wish is left unfilled. For example there is the removable rear
frame, enough space for 6 inch rims and many other options. Even though the BMW R nineT
offers so many modification opportunities it remains a real BMW motorcycle from a technical
point of view. Standard-fitted ABS ensures highest-degree safety for the nineT, too.
Pure passion, pure design, pure riding pleasure. This is what makes the BMW R nineT so
essential for the classic enthusiast. Modify, ride, have fun. The nineT leaves nothing to be desired
with regard to customization. Design your motorcycle, design your life. One name, one purist
lifestyle: BMW R nineT.

In collaboration with “Roland Sands Design,” the BMW Motorrad Design Team has created an
exclusive homage to the BMW R 90 S. Roland Sands and his team have given the BMW Concept
Ninety an exclusive self-assured appearance with technologically refined, and top-quality custom
parts. The original R 90 S was one of the fastest serial production motorcycles of its time. It
was the first time a designer had created the perfect combination of form and function in a
motorcycle, fitted with a front trim section as standard, giving it an unmistakable appearance.
“The aim of the Concept Ninety is to show how reduced and pure an emotional BMW motorcycle
can be,” explains Ola Stenegard, Head of BMW Motorrad Vehicle Design. Its basic proportions
are clearly geared towards the original: the fairing, fuel tank and rear section instantly reveal
the bike’s kinship with the BMW R 90 S. The Concept Ninety also echoes the separation of the
motorcycle’s proportions which was typical at the time: the trim is visually distinct from the black
engine and chassis sections. Cutting-edge LED lighting elements give the BMW Concept Ninety
its face today.
Roland Sands Design created the parts especially for the BMW Concept Ninety in collaboration
with the BMW Motorrad Design Team: “I wanted to translate the special character of the BMW
R 90 S into the modern age by means of unique parts – based on emotional design and state-ofthe-art technology. It just all goes together perfectly: BMW technology, BMW history and our
custom parts are a great match.” Unlike other custom bikes, the BMW Concept Ninety is designed
to be ridden. The motorcycle itself and all parts are geared towards top-level performance.
Continued on page 5
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LOE B MW R N E WS

90TH ANNIVERSARY R 1200 R

90 years of character. 90 years of pure
riding fun. BMW Motorrad is marking the
anniversary of the purebred boxer model and
its irrepressible pioneering spirit – celebrating
90 years of motorcycle construction
motivated by sheer passion. The matte black/
gold BMW R 1200 R “90 years” special model
pays homage to the tradition and origins of
BMW Motorrad. It features an unmistakable
black finish with gold anodized suspension
elements and a gold-colored model
inscription – reserved exclusively for this
special model. What
is more, the R 1200
R bears an exclusive
brass plate on the
fork bridge like all the
special models. 90
years – unstoppable:
the rock-n-roll roadster.

R 1200 R ”DARKWHITE”

Purist look, powerful character and reliable
technology: this description perfectly captures
the R 1200 R – a roadster straight out of the
text book. The 2-cylinder flat twin generates
an impressive 110 bhp and a maximum
torque of 88 lb/ft. BMW Motorrad now
presents the Roadster R 1200 R in the form
of the exclusive special model “DarkWhite”.
Numerous technological and visual highlights
make it a genuine special edition. The colors
Light White and Black give the “DarkWhite”
a powerful contrast which sets it apart from
the others. The “Sport” windshield provides
relief at high speeds. The sport seat enables
improved contact with the motorcycle. The
familiar BMW Motorrad special accessories
and options are available for the “DarkWhite”,
allowing it to be adapted to every type of rider.

R 1200RT

A motorcycle that defined the classic touring
bike segment has now reached the next stage
of evolution: the new R 1200 RT. With its light
handling, the R 1200 RT makes it possible to
enjoy what is most important: riding through
the landscape. Whether on your own or with
a passenger: the new R 1200 RT is all about
comfortable, relaxed riding on every tour.
The RT has a new air/water-cooled BMW
boxer engine with even more torque and
125 bhp. Thanks to the ASC traction control
system, the machine offers stability on every
country road. The standard ride modes “Rain”
and “Road” can also be activated at the press
of a button, adapting the motorcycle perfectly
to weather conditions and road surface as
required. The On Board Computer Pro and
the familiar heated grips round off the range
of basic equipment.
The special equipment for the new RT

Continued on page 6
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offers an increased level of comfort for the
best motorcycling experience. For example,
the Dynamic ESA semi-active electronic
suspension adjustment responds within a
fraction of a second to changing road surfaces.
Shift Assistant Pro allows the rider to shift up
and down without using the clutch or throttle.
Another option available is “Dynamic” mode,
which guarantees maximum riding fun for
sporty motorcyclists. Other options include a
central locking system which also locks both
cases by remote control, a cruise control
system and more.
A supreme touring bike with a persuasive
design: the use of transparent materials
conveys lightness and agility. It is available
in new paint finishes Quartz blue metallic,
Ebony metallic and Callisto grey metallic
matte.
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Barnett BMW Motorcycles of El Paso
8229 BURNHAM RD
EL PASO, TX 79907-1524
915-592-6599

6001 Pan American Freeway NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

S 1000 R

A roadster, reduced to the essentials:
maximum performance. 160 bhp/118
kW, 112 Nm torque and a power-toweight ratio of 1.29 kilograms per
bhp – and the competition disappears
in the rear mirror. Like its superbike
predecessor, the S 1000 R sets the
benchmark in its segment.
The high-performance 4-cylinder inline engine derives from the RR but has
now been further optimised. The result:
extremely linear torque delivery for constant
forward propulsion across the entire engine
speed range. The engine of the S 1000 R has
an output of 160 PS/118 kW at 11,000 rpm,
while a maximum of 112 Nm torque at 9,250
rpm puts a smile on the rider’s face at every

twist of the throttle.
The genes of the S 1000 R are striking
at first sight, too: aggressive tail-up/nosedown design, distinctive split face and the
characteristic gills. And the “R” shows much
less of its sharp-edged, muscular skin. Some

people call it naked – we just call it focused
on the essentials.
The S 1000 R can be reined in and
unleashed at the press of a button. The “Rain”
mode provides a gentle throttle response,
with ABS and ASC adapted to wet road
surfaces. Meanwhile “Road” optimises
throttle response, ABS and ASC for dry
asphalt. The Pro modes are available as an
optional extra for those chasing the threshold
range: “Dynamic” and “Dynamic Pro” get the
“R” into shape for the limits.
Keep the power under control. That’s why
the S 1000 R is fitted with Race ABS and ASC
(automatic stability control) as standard.
This duo ensures excellent acceleration and
deceleration figures at threshold level. They
can be activated and deactivated during

NEW MEMBERS

This month we welcome new members Peter
M, Rodney G, Jay D and Edward S. Come out
and ride!
December 2013
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travel, making for uninterrupted riding fun.
Two packages are available for the S 1000
R, each of which sensibly groups the various
options: The “Sport” package includes the
Pro modes (Rain, Road + Dynamic, Dynamic
Pro), DTC, shift assistant and cruise control.
The “Dynamic” package comprises the
electronic suspension DDC, heated grips,
LED turn indicators and an engine spoiler in
body colour. There will also be an extensive
range of HP parts for the S 1000 R aimed at
ambitious riders.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
Gary Cade
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your
contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Susie
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Lynn Coburn
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 15% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W

BMW’S NEWEST: THE K 1600 GTL EXCLUSIVE
When dynamic performance meets luxury, the result is always
exclusive and sensational. BMW Motorrad presents the K 1600
GTL Exclusive – a high-class touring bike that takes technology
and visual styling to the extreme. This GTL makes all 6-cylinder
dreams come true.
“Exclusive” at first sight: four layers of Mineral white metallic
high-gloss paint give the outer skin of the GTL Exclusive a
level of quality and depth which is unparalleled. Mineral white
metallic is seamlessly blended with gentle Magnesium metallic
matte and supplemented with numerous surfaces finished in
chrome, seats and upholstery in Magnesium silver and a wealth
of other details – the GTL Exclusive radiates luxury and dynamic
performance from every angle.
The GTL Exclusive also features the silken-soft yet powerful inline 6-cylinder. Its exclusivity lies in the detail: Hill Start Control
for moving off effortlessly on slopes, Keyless Ride automatically
releases the steering lock, ignition, fuel tank lid and alarm system
as soon as the key is within two meters of the motorcycle. The
radio foil aerial antenna is integrated invisibly in the body and
the Adaptive headlight with xenon technology enhances visibility
and safety.
The equipment options assembled for the GTL Exclusive are
those most frequently in demand among motorcyclists. Central
locking with alarm system and a heatable seat with backrest
come as standard. ESA II, DTC, RDC, LED auxiliary lights,
adaptive xenon headlight, a second brake light and ground
lighting are included for travel comfort. The functions of the
BMW on-board computer Pro have been improved and an
engine guard is incorporated as standard.
December 2013
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