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The Color(ful) Ride

W

e w e r e a b i t e a r ly fo r t h e “ p e a k ” co lo r t h i s y e a r , b u t t h at d i d n ’t
stop the Colors Ride from being a nearly perfect example of motorycling in New
Mexico’s most excellent Fall riding season.

I’d been excited about his ride for months.
Not only do I rarely lead rides, but I don’t
even get out on my bike a whole lot other
than commuting, much less for an entire day.
You may have noticed there aren’t very many
day rides in the club calendar, either, and a

BMW MOA Charter #123

whole day of motorcycling in the autumn
New Mexico mountains was a promise of
biking nirvana. And that’s pretty much what
it turned out to be.
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or click on the arrows in the lower corners to go to
the next or previous page, or select a page number
from the list at the bottom of the page.
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Clockwise from top right: The gang’s all here, at the Giant
station in Bernalillo. Jan warms up during a break at Bandelier,
closed due to government shutdown. Food(!) break in White
Rock – what club riding is all about. OVD’s very cool shop
in Santa Fe, spic ‘n span as a BMW workspace should be.
Everybody arrives in Jemez Springs for a photo op.
We met in Bernalillo at 9 am,
and were all in agreement that
this was the best time to start
an autumn ride. It was a most auspicious beginning, as I often find myself on the late end of club
events due to my penchant for not rising one minute earlier than the sun does.
In fact, we hung out for quite a while having coffee and getting to know each other. Jan and Bill
are seasoned club members, while Don and Sandy have been members for a while but not very
active in club rides. As for Darrell, well he joined the club the night before and has only recently
transferred his motorcycling credentials from the dirt to the street. Jeff is part of the contingent
trying to get the Progressive Breakfast to make a stop in White Rock, but for some reason there’s
always resistance to riding to Los Alamos in February.
We left promptly sometime after 9, heading up NM550 at a sedate pace with the red rocks
of the southern Jemez keeping us company. We all stayed together through the sleepy Jemez
Pueblo, where the tourist attractions were just getting set up, then spread out a bit as we headed
up the twisty river valley. Light traffic allowed riding however we liked, and I always like it fast
through that part of the trip. It was about a week before the colors would peak, but the weather
was crystal clear and warm, the roads clean and sticky, and the travel exhilerating. I didn’t regret
missing the best leaves, being quite satisfied with the fantastic riding conditions.
We reconnoitered in Jemez Springs, rejoicing in the ride so far and marveling at the exquisite
weather and unusual lack of law enforcement in town today. Despite being one of my favorite
eating and riding destinations, it was far to early for lunch so after hanging out a bit we headed
up into the mountains.

A description of the ride
between Jemez Springs and
Valle Grande probably isn’t
necessary since it’s a club ride staple, except to know that it was still too early for the leaf peeping
sightseers to be out, so the road was ours for the scraping (of foot pegs). What came as a surprise
was the snow that started to show up at the edges of the road, eventually becoming a nearwinterscape by the time we got to the top of the ride. That meant it was cold – I usually take a
break at the big valley, but today kept on going in favor of lower and warmer altitudes. Still, the
roads were clear of cars, sand and law enforcement, and the 15 mph corners were comfortable
at fifty. What a day!
After far too little riding time I reached Bandelier, which was closed by the government
shutdown. Apparently it’s also partially closed by flooding, accessible only by shuttles that are
somewhere eight miles away. Our fragile state has been taking an environmental beating lately.
I parked and waited for the rest of the crew to arrive, which they soon did with big grins on their
faces. Not to press hyperbole too far, it was an ideal day in an ideal season on ideal roads.
The trip from Bandelier to White Rock was a twisty wind-down from the aerobic Jemez zigzags,
and we all stayed together to find Jeff’s spectacular home on the outskirts of town. The food
was inside, but we spent a long time in the driveway breathing in the clean air and enjoying the
pristine view. Eventually the draw of food overcame the lure of the view and we headed inside to
find chile stew, homemade cornbread and apple crisp. Surely no club ride could be finer than this,
it just kept getting better and better.
We spent a long time eating, drinking coffee, relaxing and wondering why none of us had
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ever partaken of Jeff and Brenda’s hospitality
The shindig at OCD Cycles was well attended,
before. It was a wonderful place to take a
well stocked with food and drink, and wellbreak and look at the snow-covered Santa
teched with a clear explanation of motorcycle
Fe mountains through the big living room
suspension. The long and short of it was: get
windows.
the electronic suspension if you can.
Eventually we decided it was time to get
Right: The amazing view from White Rock.
on the road again, so Jeff got his bike out of
the garage and joined us on the trip to the last
event of the ride: the open house at OCD Cycles in Santa Fe.
If you haven’t been there (and we almost didn’t get there, you need to be a veteran of Santa
Fe to navigate those back streets), Marc’s shop is a wonder to behold. All the walls are lined with
every type of motorcycle memorabilia imagineable, and classic motorcycles are everywhere. The
bikes on the lifts were cool enough in themselves, but the whole place oozes Marc’s obsession
with two wheels and his extensive racing history. I don’t know how clean the place is during the
week, but it was obvious that Marc has kept all of his meticulousness from years of wrenching
on BMW’s payroll.
There were plenty of bikes to ogle outside as well, and the whole parking lot as well as the huge
warehouse shop was crowded with Marc’s friends. I’m sure they were all customers, too, but
Marc knew them and their bikes all by name, heartening in these days of corporate anonymity.
The food kept flowing, which made the LOE contingent quite happy, and we settled in for the
party. In addition to all the schmoozing, there was an excellent presentation on suspension. It
helped make the incredibly complex topic more understandable – though there are some parts

I still don’t get – and explain why bikes are built the way they are. The long and short of the talk
was that expensive shocks are worth every penny spent and every minute fiddled with, and that
springing (pun!) for BMW’s electronic suspension is one of the best investments you can make
when you get a new bike.
All good things must end, and eventually our crew began to disperse. I took the long way home,
down north 14, which at this time of year put me in the mountains’ shadows for a big part of the
ride. Still, the notorious wind at the top of the Turquoise Trail was light and it never got nearly as
cold as it was at the snow covered summit of our ride. I started seeing more bikes the closer I
got to Cedar Crest, until by the time I passed the entrance to the Peak road I found the expected
crowd of season-closing riders trekking up and down the back of the mountains.
It wasn’t a butt-busting day that ended with exhuastion, but a day of exciting twisties
interspersed with plenty of hanging out with fellow bikers. And eating, too, don’t forget the eating.
It was great to leave the “day-to-day” behind for a while and take in the wonders of a beautiful
day in a beautiful place, and share that with like minded new and old friends. I’ve been on the
Jemez route more times than I can count over the years, in every season and every weather, and
it never gets old. It’s rejuvenating every time.
I was reminded of the time when motorcycling was much of what consumed my time and
attention, the “simpler days” when the biggest weekend decision was where to ride, not which of
10,000 chores had priority. I never wanted the day to end, just to keep riding until the road or the
gas ran out. There is surely some nostalgia mixed in there, but having a day with all the best part
of the memory without any of the drawbacks, well that was…memorable.
David Wilson, editor
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LOE B MW R C ALE N DAR

NOVEMBER
S

GENERAL CALENDAR INFO
As always, while event information is posted
in the Shaft, there may be last minute changes,
which will be reflected on the Message Board.
If you cannot visit the Message Board, the
ride contact person can notify you of changes.
Please note all rides are at the individual’s own
discretion and risk. These are destination rides
so each person should “ride their own ride”
while meeting up with others at the various
destinations of the ride. Be sure you’re aware
of the route and bring your own maps/GPS
to assist you. Exchanging cell phone numbers
with other ride participants is recommended.
If you decide to drop out of the ride at some
point during the ride, notifying at least one
other ride participant of your intention to
drop out will help alleviate unnecessary
confusion or concern for your whereabouts.
All information will be posted to the Calendar,
which is located under “Events” on the left
side of our Home Page.

ON ANY SUNDAY
Some gather for Sunday breakfast at Milly’s
on Jefferson just North of San Antonio. Meet
between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

For those of you who did not make it to Santa
Fe, last month, we have a place that’s easy to
get to, close and has good food. It’s kind of on
your way to Dawn’s for coffee, so just head
out a little early and stop at Ropers at 8810
Central NE at 8 am. Sunday is supposed to be
a nice sunny day around 63 degrees. So let’s
go eat and have some fun!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1

TRAVELING BREAKFAST

Check the Message Board for next month’s
place and time.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY!

At El Bruno’s restaurant on 4th St just
north of the Paseo del Norte bridge at 1 pm.
Discussion about some of future guidelines
for the annual Christmas Party and other club
business will be discussed at a brief meeting
at the party. Final decisions will be made at
the Progressive next February.
NEWS FLASH! Susie and others have
volunteered to collect and deliver toys brought
to this party for the Toys for Tots program! So
bring a nice new toy for a boy or girl and we’ll
be sure it gets to this fine program.

NATIONAL EVENTS
MAY 29–JUNE 1, 2014

BMW RA NATIONAL RALLY

Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, AL
Surely we will have a good group head out to
this one! If you haven’t been there, you owe
yourself this chance to see a motorcycling
Disneyland. Make no mistake, this is a very hip
and entertaining city, with all the benefits of
the old south, and much, much more. Barber
is a true world class motorcycle experience:
vintage museum, racetrack, landscaped and
glorious outdoor art gallery and has no peer
in the USA. The Barber Vintage Museum has
been called the Louvre of Motorcycling. Get
ready for a close encounter with every little
thing you love about our sport: grand scale
riding, great weather, good food and drink,
grassy and comfortable camping, luxury
rooms available close by, and thousands of

your moto brothers and sisters and friends,
new and old.
And there’s the incomparable, world famous Barber Vintage Motorcycle Museum!
Here’s where you’ll finally see, up close and
personal, virtually all the motorcycles you’ve
ever lusted after, neither behind ropes nor
plexiglass, but displayed as if in God’s own garage. Steam to board track to the rarest single
track machinery ever made by man, displayed
in all their emotionally-stirring beauty, and
even a rare Vincent outboard motor!
Barber is a 740 acre bit of heaven, green
year round, and the racetrack is a modern
16 turn, 2.38 mile road course on diamondground asphalt! Your rally admission includes
unlimited access to the Barber Vintage
Museum along with behind the scene tours
of the museum, and exclusive parade laps on
the track, on your bike. In addition, we have off
road maestro Ian Schmeisser returning as our
GS event coordinator. Mark your calendars for
what will be a momentous rally. Also, like us
on facebook at 2014 BMW RA Barber Rally.
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THE WATERMELON
MOUNTAIN JUG BAND
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The world famous band features our
own Gary Oleson playing one string for
all it’s worth!
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NOVEMBER 24

O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS
3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4-7 pm
DECEMBER 22

O’NIELL’S PUB AT HEIGHTS
3301 Juan Tabo NE, 4-7 pm

NOTE CONCERNING THE CALENDAR
You are strongly encouraged to check
the Message Board and the Calendar
(http://calendar.loebmwr.com/) on the web
site before any event, to be apprised of any lastminute changes. You’ll also find impromptu
rides posted, reviews and opinions on club
activities as they happen.
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SKULLY’S REAR VIEW CAMERA,
GPS HELMET

by Wayne Cunningham, CNET Senior Editor,
www.cnet.com
GPS, digital audio, and hands-free phone
systems have become common in cars, but
motorcycles have largely been left behind.
Now, Skully integrates these features and
more in a new motorcycle helmet.
Using GPS on a motorcycle usually involves looking down at a portable navigation
device on the handlebars, but Skully Helmets
wants to update that experience. The company developed the Skully P1 motorcycle
helmet, which gives riders a heads-up display
and integrates not only GPS, but a rear-view
camera, hands-free phone system, and voice
command.
According to Skully’s press materials, the
display is not in the rider’s primary field of
vision, and appears as if it were floating 6

meters ahead.
The helmet runs a modified version of
the Android operating system, which comes
loaded with navigation and Bluetooth connectivity. With the helmet paired to a
smartphone through Bluetooth, the rider can
use voice command to make phone calls and
start music playback.
The heads-up display can also show the
image from an integrated rear-view camera.
Skully notes that this camera has a 180 degree field of vision, so the rider can also see
when it is safe to change lanes.
Skully will show off the P1 helmet this
week at the Demo 2013 conference in Santa
Clara, Calif. The company did not say when
the helmet would become available, or list a
retail price.

2RIDETHEWORLD

We were coming out of Costco one Sunday
and saw a couple of BMWs in the parking
lot. When we stopped to talk we were quite
surprised to meet Simon and Lisa Thomas,
who were in town to share their incredible 10
year adventure at Santa Fe BMW. They have
returned to the USA to start the Alaskan leg
of their project after 10-years of continuous
motorcycle travel. They have, so far, ridden
their two BMW bikes 324,000 miles, across
78 countries on 6 continents in their quest
to reach and ride 122 countries and seven
continents while setting five Guinness world
records.
They also made an unexpected stop
at Sandia to repair Lisa’s bad rear bearing
(which, to its credit, had gone over 200,000
miles before failing. Guess they’re not all bad).
Then they were off to Tucson, and after that
the rest of the world!

October 6 was a beautiful day at NAPA
Speedway for Sandia BMW Motorcycle’s
Track day. The turnout was great, the weather
spectacular, and the lunch a big hit, as usual.
It’s always exciting to see a bunch of BMWs
out on the track, and now with the S1000
they are also the leaders of the pack.

NEW MEMBERS

This month we welcome new members
Darrell B, Richard S, James A, John D and
Sonny R. Come out and ride!
Continued on page 6
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Barnett BMW Motorcycles of El Paso
8229 BURNHAM RD
EL PASO, TX 79907-1524
915-592-6599

Sandia BMW Motorcycles
6001 PAN AMERICAN WEST FWY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109-3421
505-884-9137

S1000RR CAPTURES 5 RECORDS
AT BONNEVILLE

San Diego BMW Motorcycles captured five
records with its S1000RR at the Bonneville
Salt Flats in Wendover, Utah, during the
International Motorcycle Speed Trials by BUB
event held August 24-29. The accomplishment
comes on the heels of the record set during
the previous SCTA Speedweek event, allowing
the BMW S1000RR to hold on to its title of
the world’s fastest BMW motorcycle. Both
pilots, Erin Hunter and Andy Sills, of Hunter
Sills Racing, earned records in FIM and AMA
1000cc categories.
Andy Sills of Hunter Sills Racing piloted
a San Diego BMW Motorcycles-built BMW
S1000RR to take both FIM records in the
naturally aspirated 1000cc class and two of

the four possible AMA records for the naturally
aspirated 1000cc class. Sills ran 218.736 mph
for the record in the FIM 1000cc Division
B Type 1 Class 10 Multicylinder, which is a
modified, partially streamlined class, with his
fastest pass of the event at a whopping 227.5
mph. Andy also set records at 189.862 mph
for the record in the FIM 1000cc Division A
Type 1 Class 10 Multicylinder, a “naked” or no
fairings class; 217.429 mph in AMA 1000cc
MPS AF, a modified, partially streamlined
fuel class; and 189.966 mph in AMA 1000cc
M AF, a modified, no fairings class.
Erin Hunter clocked 207.996 mph for the
third AMA record in the 1000cc MPS AG, a
modified, partially streamlined gas class with
a more traditionally faired BMW S1000RR.
This was San Diego BMW Motorcycle’s

second event teaming up with engine tuner,
Shane Kinderis, owner of Alpine Performance
in Australia, and crew chief for the Australian
Superbike team Next Gen Motorsports. The
team is utilizing a new fairing designed by
Mike Verdugo
of
Catalyst
Composites in
Escondido, CA.
This combination
gave the team the
fastest naturally
aspirated
motorcycle
at
the event and
third fastest run
overall at 227.5
mph.
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LOE B MW R CLU B I N FO
O FFICE R S
INFORMATION
Info@LOEBMWR.org
LOE BMW R general inquiries
PRESIDENT
David Hudson
President@LOEBMWR.org
VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Guinn
VicePresident@LOEBMWR.org
COMMUNICATIONS
Damian Velasquez
Communications@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Lynn Coburn
Membership@LOEBMWR.org
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
Kim Helm
Membership@LOEBMWR.org

ACTIVITIES
RJ Mirabal
Activities@LOEBMWR.org
RALLY CHAIR
Gary Cade
Rally@LOEBMWR.org

JOI N TH E LO E B MW R

S U B M IT TO TH E S HAF T

Yearly dues are $25. Dues are payable
on January 1. Nonpaying members will be
rendered inactive on March 1st. For more
information or to pay:

Send in your stories, opinions, pictures,
gripes…we publish anything! Send your contributions to:

Land of Enchantment BMW Riders
PO Box 92095
Albuquerque, NM
87199-2095

TREASURER
Susie
Treasurer@LOEBMWR.org
SECRETARY
Lynn Coburn
Secretary@LOEBMWR.org

www.loebmwr.org

NEWSLETTER
David Wilson
Newsletter@LOEBMWR.org

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER
• 10% discount at Sandia/Santa Fe BMW for
BMW items
• 15% discount off entire ticket at OCD
Custom Cycles & Repair in Santa Fe
• Annual winter Progressive Breakfast
• Club birthday picnic
• Christmas party
• Rides
• Camaraderie

or contact membership@loebmwr.org

WEBMASTER
Terry Rowley
Webmaster@LOEBMWR.org

SHAFT ADVERTISING RATES
$225/yr. – K page
$150/yr. – N page
$100/yr. – Business Card Size

BMW Riders Club
Land of Enchantment

Computer files are easiest for me, or you can
fax it, or scribble on a piece of paper and mail
it. I don’t care! And don’t forget lots and lots
of pictures.
All stories © by the individual authors, used
by permission.
Newsletter design and production by

david@david wilson design.us
www. david wilson design.us
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David Wilson
727-2 Cedar Hill La NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
505-328-6163
david@davidwilsondesign.us
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TH E R E AR VI E W
Twisting the Alpine Slopes
We didn’t exactly carve the German Alps, but we certainly
did the Jemez Loop German-style. The mountains were
just as the BMW designers envisioned for an ideal
motorrad playground, and we rode the opportunity for all
it was worth. We took a break at Jeff’s house to eat and
take in the sights.
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